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reiterated the view already communicated by
the Indian Coastal Conference to the
Sethusamudram Project Committee that it
would be difficult to make an accurate
forecast of the quantum of coastal traffic at
the end of the Second Five Year Plan but on a
rough estimate the existing traffic might
increase by about 50% both as a result of
increased trading activities and of a co-
ordinated scheme of transport. A more
accurate estimate for the project will be pre-
pared on the basis of the data available and a
decision taken before the end of the current
financial year.

SHRI S. C. KARAYALAR: May I ask
whether the development of Tuticorin Port has
been held up because no decision has been
taken or the project has riot been executed?

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR: It is a fact that the
development of Tuticorin Port is very
intimately linked up with the question of the
acceptance of the Sethusamudrum Project; but
that itself is under examination.

BRIDGE BETWEEN AROOR AND EDACOCHIN
IN KERALA STATE

*505. SHRI S. C. KARAYALAR: Will the
Minister of TRANSPORT AND
COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the completion
of the bridge between Aroor and Edacochin in
Kerala State has been delayed on account of
labour strike; and

(b) if so, what is the extent of the delay due
to the strike?

THE MINISTER ofF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT AND
COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI RAJ] BAHADUR):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The extent of delay due to the labour
strike is five weeks in all.

SHrr S. C. KARAYALAR: Was the labour
employed directly by contractors or by the
Department itself?

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR: The work was
awarded to Messrs. Prestressed
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Concrete Construction Ltd.,
the labour was under them.

SHRIMATI YASHODA REDDY: Which All
India Labour Union controls the labour, Sir?

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR: My information is,
that some Communist workers control this
labour.

SHRI PERATH NARAYANAN NAIR: May
I know if the construction is not already well
ahead of the schedule?

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR: It has been delayed
by five weeks or more on account of the strike
that was staged.
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CO-OPERATIVE UNIONS IN  HIMACHAL

PRADESH

*506. SHRI BHERON PRASAD: Will the
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state whether it is a fact that there
are co-operative unions in each district of
Himachal Pradesh; if so,

(a) when they were registered;

(b) when they were audited last during the
year ended the 30th Jjine, 1957,

(c) the number of members in each union;

(d) the amount of share capital of each
union;

(e) the number of times tjiese unions were
inspected by the Registrar and Deputy
Registrar since their inception;

(f) the time since when election petitions
against the election of office bearers to these
unions are pending; and

(g) whether only co-operative societies or
individual persons alsq are members of these
unions?]
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t[THE MINISTER oF CO-OPERATION (Dr.
P. S. DESHMUKH): (a) to (g). The information is
being collected and will be placed on the Table
of the Sabha.]
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Dn. P. S. DESHMUKH: As 1 said, Sir,
the information is being collected.
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t [CAUSE AND TREATMENT OF CANCER

*507. SHRI NAWAB SINGH CHAU-HAN:
Will the Minister of HEALTH be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government have carried out
any investigation to find out whether the use
of tobacco causes cancer; if so, what are the
results thereof; and whether Government have
made any efforts to find out some antidote for
this; and

(b) whether Government are aware that Dr.
A. Lakshmipati, Chairman of the Ayurvedic
Board set up by the Government of Andhra, is
experimenting with a medicine for the
treatment

[ ] English translation.



