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Sarangpur stations on Ahmedabad-Botad 
section of the Western Railway on or about 
July 24 1S57; and if so, what were the reasons 
for the accident? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(SHRI SHAH NAWAZ KHAN): Yes, on 25th July 
1957. The cause of the accident is under 
investigation. 

SHRI V. K. DHAGE: How did the train 
happen to run without any man in it—the 
locomotive? 

SHRI SHAH NAWAZ KHAN: Actually it 
was being attended to in the loco shed and 
after it had been tuned and everything seen to, 
then I do not know how it happened. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question Hour is over. 

SHORT   NOTICE   QUESTIONS   AND 
ANSWERS 

DISCONTINUANCE OF RUNNING OF TRAINS ON 
THE VARANASI-CHUPRA  SECTION OF THE 

NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY 
1. SHRI B. B. SHARMA: Will the Minister 

of RAILWAYS be pleased to state: 
(a) whether the running of trains on the 

Varanasi-Chupra Section of the North Eastern 
Railway has been discontinued due to the line 
between Suraimanpur and Reoti having been 
damaged; and 

(b) whether it is a fact that this line has 
been damaged on account of erosion caused 
by the river and if so, what steps Government 
are taking to protect the line? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(SHRI SHAH NAWAZ KHAN): (a) The through 
running of trains on the Aunrihar-Chupra 
Section has been suspended from 11.00 hours 
on 4th August 1957, due to the breach in the 
railway bank between Suraimanpur and Reoti. 

(b) Yes. The portion of the bank so far 
hoM against erosion is being strengthened by  
boulder pitching. 
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THREAT TO   DELHI   WATER   SUPPLY ON 
ACCOUNT OF FLOODS IN THE JAMUNA 

2. SHRI MAHESWAR NAIK: Will the 
Minister of HEALTH be pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is any truth in "the Press 
report to the effect that Delhi is being 
threatened with shortage of water. supply 
owing to the Jamuna floods having silted up 
the channel feeding the water work; 

(b) if so, whether any detailed 
investigation in the matter has been 
undertaken by Government; 

(c) whether there is any danger of 
contamination of water, as a result of the silt 
formation; and 

(d) what precautionary measures 
Government have taken or propose to take to 
ensure normal water supply. 

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH (SHRI D. P. 
KARMARKAR) : (a) A warning was issued by 
the Delhi Joint Water and Sewage Board that 
the river was fast receding and water supply 
might 

have to be restricted temporarily in case it 
became necessary to dig a channel to bring 
water to the intake. 

(b) Detailed investigations have 
been carried out at the Central Water 
Research Station, Poona and they 
have suggested the construction of a 
pitched guide-bank and a weir across 
the river. The guide-bank has been 
completed and the weir is likely to be 
completed during the course of two 
years; 

(c) This phenomenon is not likely to 
contaminate the water supply. 

(d) To ensure normal water supply and to 
stabilise the flow a pitched guide bank has 
been completed and fi weir across the river is 
being constructed. As a temporary measure, 
however, dredgers are employed to cut and 
maintain a channel to the intake wells with a 
large force of manual labour working day and 
night, when it is considered necessary. 

12 NOON 

SHRI MAHESWAR NAIK: Sir, it is 
reported that similar threats had occurred in 
the previous years also. And the result was 
contamination. What is the assurance, Sir, that 
the water is not going to be contaminated? 

SHRI D. P. KARMARKAR: The 
contamination occurred principally on account 
of the water of the Najafgarh Nallah flowing 
up during the last floods. After the floods 
receded, the level of the intake wells appeared 
to be a little lower than the level of the water 
flowing through the Najafgarh Nallah. Now 
steps have been taken to divert the flow of the 
Najafgarh Nallah much downstream, and 
therefore it can be said that there is no 
possibility of contamination, and silting by 
itself does not result in contamination. 

SHRI MAHESWAR NAIK: May I know, 
Sir, whether it is a fact that the main stream of 
the river Jamuna has  shifted  about  one  
thousand feet 


