8;1 *  Oral Answers

RAJYA SABHA

Wednesday, 21st August 1957

The House met at eleven of the
clock, MR. CEAIRMAN in the Chair.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

*132 and *133. [Withdrawn.]

CBARGES OF CORRUPTION AGAINST THE
CHAIRMAN OF DAMODAR VALLEY
CORPORATION

*134. Surt M. VALIULLA: Will the
Minister of IRRIGATION AND Power be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government’s attention
has been drawn to a note published 1n
the “Hindu” of Madras on the 25th
June, 1957 under the heading “Damo-
dor Valley Corporation” regarding the
inability pleaded by the Government
of West Bengal to take steps against
the Chairman of the Damodar Valley
Corporation on the ground that the
Damodar Valley Corporation Act was
a Central Act; and :

(b) whether the Union Government
propose to take steps against the
Chairman of the Damodar Valley
Corporation on charges of corruption;
and if not, why not?

Tue MINISTER or IRRIGATION
AND POWER (Surr S. K. PaTIL): (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) No, Sir. On the facts before
them, the Government feel that the
charges are lacking in substance,

Surr M. VALIULLA: Was there
any enquiry made into those charges
and if so, by whom.

SHrr S. K. PATIL: An enquiry was
made departmentally. 1 personally
looked into the matter and whatever
material was available was put before
me. On the basis of that, I came to
the conclusion that the charges lacked
in substance.
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SHRI M. VALIULLA: Were not
there enough charges to take action
against the officer. There was an

allegation that he travelled in a
particular way and claimed higher
charges.

Surt S. K. PATIL: There were a
number of charges in the newspaper
columns and we took even them and
went into them thoroughly. Even
they utterly lacked in substance.

'

SHrr M. VALIULLA: Wasn’t there
an allegation that he travelled in the
Tata Airlines and claimed 1-1/3 fare.

Surr 8. K. PATIL: I have replied
to that in the other House and have
also made an explanation. There was
no substance in that. This is a thing
which is normally done by the P.A.
and when he detected the mistake, it
was remedied., Surely that is not a
mistake.

SHRI SONUSING DHANSING
PATIL: Is the Chairman an official
or a non-official?

SHr1 S. K. PATIL: He is the Chair-
man of the Corporation appointed by
Government.

e afva ngady 4t apaa &
A 9T nANUY

*234. #ft 7T fag W : a0
qre aq Ffe W= 1@ T9aE A7 o
4T o

(F) = a=% et ot argmemy
A GEEAT § & FA F fafy %
FE qF TAGUT G TH § WX TT FA
a% QUi g1 ST

(@) =@ st & Few WA
AN I T qFATEET § 7



823 Oral Answers [ RAJYA
FT[RESEARCH ON FARMING WITH THE
HELP OF RADIO-ACTIVE ISOTOPES

*135. Surt NAWAB SINGH CHAU-
HAN: Will the Minister of Foop AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) the extent of research so far
done on the method of farming with
the help of radio-active isotopes and
the time by which this: research is
likely to be completed; and

(b) in what way this method is

expected to be useful?]
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+[Tue MINISTER or CO-OPERA-
TION (Dr. P. S. DesaMUKH): (a)
and (b). A statement is laid on the
Table of the Sabha.

STATEMENT

(a) Use of radio-active isotopes in
agricultural research is at present
being made at the Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, New Delhi. This
work has been started only recently.
A fully equipped laboratory to carry
out experiments has been established
at the Indian Aricultural Research
Institute and work is underway on a
number of soil-fertiliser problems of
immediate practical importance to the
country’s agricultural development.
Lately at the same Institufe work Has

also been taken up in radlation
genetics for  production of better
varieties of crops and for protection

of crops against diseases and pests.
A number of important results have
been achieved already through this
study. Utilising radio-phosphorus, an
assessment of the phosphorus fertility
status of our soils in respect of crop
production has been made and it has
been shown that at least 50-60 per
cent of our soils are deficient in
phosphorus. A quick soil test for
phosphorus has been evolved which
will help in recommending phosphatic
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fertilisers to be applied by cultivators
to crops after soil samples from his
fields have been analysed. An awned
variety of wheat has been produced
from an awnless one.

Use of radio-isotopes in agricultural
research will be a long ferm projéct
and it is not possible to say when it
will be completed, :

(b) The usefulness of radio-isotopes
in agricultural research will indirect-
1y help the method of farming or crop
production. It is a new and very
powerful tool in the hands of scientists
to solve intricate problems of import-
ance easily.]
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Surr TRILOCHAN DUTTA: Would
the method be economic considering
the cost involved and the increased
production?

Dr. P. S. DESHMUKH: This i§ an

experiment by which we have
discovered the deficiency of
phosphorous. If we can give the

necessary amount of chemicals or
phosphorous in chemical form, it
would be possible for even the
smallest farmer to benefit.
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