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STARCH MANUFACTURING FACTORY IN
TRAVANCORE-COCHIN STATE

*25. SHRI N. C. SEKHAR: Will the
Minister for COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Tapioca
Enquiry Committee appointed by the
Travancore-Cochin Government had
recommended  starting of a  starch
manufacturing factory in that State; and

(b) if so, what decision has been taken
thereon?

THE MINISTER FforR CONSUMER
INDUSTRIES (SHRI N. KANUNGO) : (a) The
Tapioca Enquiry Committee has
recommended that encouragement should be
given to the Tapioca Starch Industry.

(b) A starch factory is being opened at
Thiruvalla by private enterprise.

SHRI N. C. SEKHAR: May 1 know
whether by this starch factory globules and
other such products can be produced for
general use also?

SHRI N. KANUNGO: This particular
lactory is mainly for producing and exporting
tapioca starch for industrial purposes.

SHRI N. C. SEKHAR: Are there any plans
for producing globules and glucose out of
tapioca? It is the general opinion of the public
that more people can be employed there in
making these things. For that purpose, the
Government should take steps to start such a
starch factory. Will the hon. Minister consider
this request?

SHRI N. KANUNGO: The Travancore-
Cochin Government  have strongly
recommended the project of this factory,
because it will consume a large amount of
tapioca and also later on, other by-products
would be utilised.

SHrRI H. C. DASAPPA: What is the
capacity of this new plant and to what extent
does it meet the requirements of the country?

SHRI N. KANUNGO: The capacity will be
somewhere round about 7,000 tons and most
of it is expected to be absorbed in the export.
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SHRI N. C. SEKHAR: What is the total
quantity of tapioca produced in Travancore-
Cochin and in Malabar".'

SHRI N. KANUNGO: 1 have no

information about it.

*26, * 27 and * 28. {The questioners (Shri
Govindan Nair and Shri J. V. K
Vallabharao) were absent. For answer, vide
cols. 155-56 infra.]
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*29. SHRI NAWAB SINGH CHAU-HAN:
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a)whether Government are aware of the
statement made by Shri Lalshah Bokhari,
Pakistan's Minister to Syria, at a press
conference held by him on the 10th June
1956, in which he is said to have threatened to
solve the Kashmir issue by force after
Pakistan has built up its strength and has
characterised India's policy as expansionist
and imperialistic one; and

(b) if so, what action Government have
taken in the matter ?]

t English translation.
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t{THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY
TO THE MINISTER FOR

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
LAKSHMI MENON): (a) Yes, Sir.

(SHRIMATI

(b) The Government of India lodged a
protest with the Government of Pakistan on
the 16th June 1956, against the statement
made by Mr. Lal-shah Bokhari. A formal
reply from the Government of Pakistan has
not been received but a spokesman of the
Pakistan Foreign Office is reported to have
stated that Mr. Bokhari had been mis-quoted
and mis-represented. |
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SHRIMATI LAKSHMI MENON:

Through news agencies.
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SHRIMATI LAKSHMI MENON: Naturally
Government depended on the report of the
Pakistan Foreign Office.
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SHRI KISHEN CHAND: The statement of
Mr. Bokhari has been printed in the
newspapers of Syria and has received
publicity. What steps are being taken by our
Government to give equal publicity to the
denial by the Pakistan Government that that
statement is incorrect ? If such a step is not
taken, the statement of Mr. Bokhari continues
to hold the field as far as the newspapers are
concerned.

SHRI JAWAHARLAL NEHRU: My own
impression is that that statement did not
receive much publicity in Syria.
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tfIMPORT oF GYPSUM FROM PAKISTAN FOR
SINDRI FERTILISER FACTORY

*30. SHRI NAWAB SINGH
CHAUHAN : Will the Minister for
PRODUCTION be pleased to state :

(a) the quantity of gypsum to be
imported from Pakistan for Sindri Fertilizer
Factory;

(b) the price of Pakistani gypsum as
compared to that of Indian; and

(c) the quantity of gypsum required by
India and the efforts Government are making
to fulfil their requirement uf gypsum from
indigenous production ?]
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Tl[Tue MINISTER ror WORKS,
HOUSING anp SUPPLY (SARDAR
SWARAN SINGH) : (a) 1,50,000 tons.

(b) The cost of Pakistan gypsum will be
about Rs. 40 per ton. F. O. R. Sindri, while
the average cost of Rajas-than gypsum used at
Sindri is about Rs. 34 per ton F. O. R. Sindri.

(c¢) 6,50,000 tons for the production of
ammonium sulphate, and 2,50,000 tons for
the production of Portland cement. Almost the
entire requirements of the country are met
from indigenous sources. In order to increase
the production of gypsum during the Second
Five Year Plan, detailed investigations and
proving of the deposits in Rajas-than and
Saurashtra are under way. Improved methods
for the working of the Tiruchirapalli deposits
are also being examined. ]
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