2683 Written Answers

Gur j an species and according to them,
although from strength point of view these
species are suitable for railway sleepers, they
would require preservative treatment before
they could be used as such.]

t [RESEARCH FOR FINDING SUBSTITUTE FOR
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139. SHRI NAWAB SINGH CHAUHAN:
Will the Minister for RAILWAYS be pleased to
refer to paragraph 39 on page 12 of the
Twenty-first Report of the Estimates Commit-
tee, 1955-56, and state:

(a) the result of the research that was
being conducted in the Research Station at
Lonawala for finding a substitute for steel;

(b) whether similar research is being
conducted at any other places also; and

(c) if so, what are the details regarding
those research activities?]
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t[THE DEPUTY MINISTER  FOR
RAILWAYS AND TRANSPORT (SHRI O. V.
ALAGESAN): (a) Experiments are still being
made to evolve suitable designs of reinforced
concrete and prestressed sleepers. The use of
these sleepers will go some way to meet our

requirements of large quantities of steel and
other sleepers.

(b) No.
(c) Does not arise in view of what has
been said under (b).]
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140. SHR1 NAWAB SINGH CHAUHAN:
Will the Minister for RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) the opinion of the experts regarding the
Thomas Quality  Steel

1on.



