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SHRI O. V. ALAGESAN: There were
proposals from twelve new firms.

PROCUREMENT OF PURSE SEINERS UNDER
T.C.M. PROGRAMME

*119. DR. RAGHUBIR SINH: Will the
Minister for FOOD AND AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have received
two Purse Seiners under the United States
Technical Co-operation Mission 1952
Fisheries Programme;

(b) if so, when they were received; and

(c) what were the other major items of
equipment received by Government under this
Agreement?

THE MINISTER ForR FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE (SHRI A. P. JAIN): (a) Yes.

(b) In September 1955.

(c) Marine Diesel Engines, Fisning
requisites, different kinds of fishing vessels,
Ice and Cold Storage Plants and Insulated
road vans.

DRrR. RAGHUBIR SINH: May 1 know how
many more such fishing vessels were
received by the Government under this
scheme before?

SHRI A. P. JAIN: Only these two vessels
have been received under this Agreement.

Dr. RAGHUBIR SINH: May I know
where these two vessels are now being used?

SHRI A. P. JAIN: These vessels were taken
delivery of in Bombay and I believe they are
being used near about Bombay.
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t[RESEARCH ON SEMAL COTTON

*120. SHRI NAWAB SINGH CHAU-
HAN: Will the Minister for FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

to Questions

(a) whether any research has been
conducted on Semal Cotton in the Forest
Research Institute at Dehra Dun; and

(b) if so, what is the result of such
research?]
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{{THE MINISTER FOR FOOD AND

AGRICULTURE (SHRI A. P. JAIN): (a) Yes;
Sir.

(b) As a result of research a high
proportion up to 50 per cent, of dewaxed
*>*«1 powdered Kapok Floss (Semal cotton)
has been incorporated in composition of
Toilet and Face powder. It has been shown
that the treated powder of the floss is useful in
such compositions because of (a) its high bulk
density, (b) its ability to take up dyes, (c) its
adhesiveness and (d) its property of imparting
a 'slip* and 'bloom".]

tEnglish translation.
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SHrRI M. M. SUR: Has any research been
made about the properties of Semal cotton for
cold storage purposes?

SHRI A. P. JAIN: Yes, Sir, for a number of
other uses.

SHRI KANHAIYALAL D. VAIDYA:
What was the result, Sir?

SHRI A. P. JAIN: Semal cotton is being
used for a number of other purposes, for life
belt and other life-saving appliances, and
Indian cctton has proved to be as useful as
Java cotton.
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t [RESEARCH ON TOMATO

«121. SHRI NAWAB SINGH CHAU-
HAN: Will the Minister for FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) the different varieties of tomato on
which research has been conducted in the
Indian Agricultural Research Institute and the
number of those that have been found suited
to the Indian climate;

(b) the steps, if any, proposed to be taken
to make the seeds of such varieties of tomato
available to the farmers; and

(c) the per acre production of the selected
varieties of tomato and the qualities for which
they are considered suitable?]
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