277 oral Amendment
ANTI-LOCUST OPERATIONS

*55. SHRI M. VALIULLA: Will the
Minister for FOOD AND AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether a meeting of the Expert

Locust Committee was held in
the month of April to consider the
question of  intensifying anti-locust
operations in Rajasthan, Patiala and
East Punjab States Union, Kutch and
Saurashtra; and

(b) what steps Government have
since taken in each of these States

in that direction?

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE (DRr.
P. S. DESHMUKH): (a) and (b). A statement is
laid on the Table of the Sabha.

STATEMENT

A meeting of the Expert Committee on
locusts was held on the 8th April 1955 in New
Delhi to review the progress of work done
during the previous year and to consider the
measures and preparations to be undertaken in
the current year by the Anti-Locust
Organisation for intensifying the Anti-Locust
operations in the scheduled desert areas of
Rajasthan, PEPSU, Kutch and Saurashtra as
also in all the States which are vulnerable to
locust attack. Locust control in this area is
undertaken directly by the Central Anti-
Locust Organisation but locust control in
other areas which we call cultivated areas for
convenience of reference is the responsibility
of the State Governments concerned.

2. The Government of India have taken the
following  steps to  implement the
recommendations of the Expert Committee:

1) The Central Anti-Locust
Organisation is strengthened by the
provision of more staff—two Gazetted and
15 non-Gazetted, three more trucks. 750
power and hand spraying dusting machines,
and 100 tons insecticides, etc. Insecticides,
and other equipment were stocked at about
90 outposts all over the
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desert areas of Rajasthan and othei States:

(i) The Government of India
are maintaining a close contact with the

Government of Iran, Afganistan and
Pakistan as also with the FAO in the
matter;

(i) The Research Unit consisting of
adequate scientific personnel has been
started for this purpose;

(iv) The Government of I-
is considering a proposal for establishment
of aerial Plant Protection Unit.

3. In this Conference the need for
adequate  preparation for locust con
trol in different States was also exa

mined and the attention of the State

representees was drawn to the condi
tions and requirements in their res
pective States.

4. Government of India have not
only been advising the concerned
States about the Anti-Locust opera
tions but have also materially assisted
several of mem in conducting cam
paign  against locusts  whenever the

need for such assistance has arisen.

SHRI M. VALIULLA: In paragraph 2 (iv)
of the statement, it is said that the
Government of India is considering a
proposal for the establishment of aerial P"nt
Protection Unit. May I know what steps have
been taken in that direction?

Dr. P. S. DESHMUKH: We are trying to
find out suitable aerial equipment and
aeroplanes. It will take some time. We cannot
go very fast. I am glad to inform the House
that the locust invasion has also diminished
considerably and so, there is no such urgency.

SHRI M. VALIULLA: May I know the
amount set apart for this purpose in 1954-55
and 1955-56?

Dr. P. S. DESHMUKH: I have not got the
information here. I would like to have
notice.

SHRI M. VALIULLA: In paragraph 4, it is
stated that the Government
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have also materially assisted several States in
successfully conducting the campaign against
the locusts whenever the need for such
assistance arose. May I know how many
rupees worth of assistance has been given to
the States?

Dr. P. S. DESHMUKH: I have not got the
value of the assistance given in rupees but |
know, whenever we received any intimation
from any State Government, we have given
them very adequate help in the shape of
sending the planes that we may have.

SHRI M. VALIULLA: 1t is stated that we
are having the assistance of foreign
governments for this purpose. May I know
whether they also share the expenditure
incurred in this oehalf?

Dr. P. S. DESHMUKH: Excepting the
T.C.A. which sometimes assists us by giving
some technicians and insecticide, etc., no
foreign Government is assisting us. It is more
international co-ordination that is intended.
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f [SOLAR ECLIPSE

*56. SHRI NAWAB SINGH CHAU-HAN:
Will th,e Minister for COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state the conclusions arrived at,
after observation of the Solar Eclipse on the
20th June 1955, by the team of Indian
scientists deputed for the purpose under the

leadership of Shri A. K. Das, Deputy
Director-General of Observatories?]

fEnglish translation.
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t{{THE DEPUTY  MINISTER  FOR
COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI RAJ BAHADUR) :
The observations on the Solar Eclipse of the
20th June 1955 made in Ceylon by the Indian
scientists are being studied and it will take
some time to analyse fully the observational
data collected. A copy of the publication
containing the results of the analysis will be
laid on the Table of the Rajya Sabha, as soon
as it is ready.]
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