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DIAMOND MINING INDUSTRY IN INDIA

*484. SHRI M. VALIULLA: Will the
Minister for NATURAL RESOURCES AND .
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH be pleased to state:

(a) how much amount Government have
spent, so far, on prospecting for diamonds;
and

(b) whether any modern machinery has
been set up by the Indian Bureau of Mines for
prospecting of the Diamond Fields?

THE MINISTER FOrR NATURAL RE-
SOURCES (SHRrI K. D. MALAVIYA) : (a) Rs.
7,274/10/- have been spent on travelling
allowance and contingent expenditure of the
officers of the Indian Bureau of Mines, who
visited diamond bearing areas in Vindhya
Pradesh and South India in connection with
the study of the disposition of diamond
formations for planning detailed prospecting.

(b) No, Sir.

[ RAJYA SABHA ]

to Questions 3806
SHRI M. VALIULLA: Isit a fact

that Government had asked tor
foreign assistance in  setting UP the
machinery for the purpose of dia

mond prospecting?

SHRIK. D. MALAVIYA: Government have
not asked for any foreign, assistance, but the
Punna Diamond Mining Syndicate, an Indian
concern, has asked for Russian technical ad-
vice and help to develop diamond mining.

SHRI M. VALIULLA: Now that they have
come, how is the work going, on?

SHrI K. D. MALAVIYA: I may inform the
hon. Member that their scheme is progressing
and if it ultimately develops according to their
plans, they will produce about 2.000 carats of
diamond per day.

SHRIM. VALIULLA: Is Government aware
that Golconda was a big diamond field in
ancient times and if so, is anything being done
in this field?

SHrRI K. D. MALAVIYA: The Indian
Bureau of Mines have sent their officers to
examine and make a preliminary study of it.

SHRI T. V. KAMALASWAMY: Is-any
prospecting being done in the Andhra State?

SHrRI K. D. MALAVIYA: As I said
preliminary examination has been nade and
we have included the survey programme for
this winter season.

DRr. P. C. MITRA: I want to know whether
any new diamond fields have so far been
located.

SHrRI K. D. MALAVIYA: Some diamond
fields are already known to us from olden
times.

DR.P.C. MITRA: New mines.

SHRIK. D. MALAVIYA: I am no aware of
any new diamond mines.





