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SHRI SHANTARAM LAXMAN NAIK: Sir, there is an apprehension in
the minds of especially the smaller States that economic zones require
large tracks of land. There is also an apprehension that this is an old
wine in a new bottle. Can the Minister distinguish between the Special
Economic Zones which were established earlier and the existing Special
Economic Zones? What is the distinction between the two?

SHR! KAMAL NATH: Sir, previously, as i said, there was a regime,
there was a regulatory framework which was not under the law pass&d
by Parliament. Obviously, there were facilities which were there in the
past. The point was to give it an element of stability, to bring it under the
legal statute so that people would have confidence in it. The Government
is apt to change certain facilities, certain incentives and certain regulations
from time to time. Now that there is an Act passed by Parliament, ail the
supervisory systems, which are laid down, are defined in the Act. That is
the biggest change which has taken place.
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Production of tea in Kishanganj District, Bihar

1322, SHRI MANGANI LAl MANDAL: Will the Minister of
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY be pleased to state:

(a) whether itis a fact that tea gardening and production has started in
Kishanganj district of Bihar in the last few years;

F

1COriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.

6



[17 August, 2005] RAJYA SABHA

(b) whether it is also a fact that as per survey better quality of tea can
be grown in Kishanganj and Araria district of Bihar,

(c) whether itis also a fact that tea growers have not got any incentive
from any level and they have to fact adverse conditions; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and the steps Government propose to take
to encourage tea production in the said areas?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(SHRI KAMAL. NATH) : (a) Yes, Sir. Tea gardens have come up in three
blocks of Kishanganj District viz: Kishanganj, Thakurgunj and Pothia.
Though the first tea garden was opened in 1982 in Pothia block, majority
of the existing gardens were opened only in late 1990s.

(b) A survey was carried out to explore the feasibility of growing tea in
the Kishanganj and Araria districts of Bihar. As per its findings, only
Kishanganj district was found to be suitable for growing tea.

_(c) and (d) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.
Statement

Suitable steps have been taken by Govenment/Tea Board for assisting
the small growers of Kishanganj District in taking up new planting and
quality improvement. Around 85 growers in Kishanganj district have
already received subsidy amounting to Rs. 127.56 lakhs for new tea
planting. Another 25 growers have received a sum of Rs. 1.19 lakhs as
price subsidy under the Price Subsidy Scheme. Under the Quality
Upgradation and Product Diversification Scheme of the Tea Board,
subsidy amounting to Rs. 3.30 takhs has been disbursed during 2004-05
to one Bought Leaf Factory. Further, advisory services on maintenance
of the young tea plantations are being extended to the tea growers through
the extension wing of Tea Research Association.

‘it HIFR S el s HIEy, e we ot A e w2 e @ de
yEel # W F A & @ R A0 S aER & S X S gdeo fem
394 feEwrie # e g@e &1 N-Tiua ol 9 9E & 3ded & ford suge
Irn o1 | AR e S st # 7E @ @ € W 3 97 ot wet € R 9y S )

7



RAJYA SABHA [17 August, 2005)

Yreared fem s w e faw el 2 A fafrw sssg e man b 1
AR HA S | S amen € S A A e doree o v -wiwrm afR
WA R I3 F o fty 7 39y it fea ar? 33t frasy dvorey 3 =mg =}
Tt & vt & o frea & andt o =g F At B €2 ote et w1t A6 e
tma) ahrdf o d oA safr ofed d w b  goer A ot
I wrem ¥ o e TR yfa & andt as A w1 3o € T 8, = e s
¥ 3l PR wry w82 59 fey ) aferd & ot i
df i farat & T, fpait =rprar 2 Hag ot

ft awrafly: A8, Fox offm w1t Brm ) 3 S w e g

s} HHE NY: W, IFH F sar frvrris feftgse 3 o7mvm 76 IR w6y
_ R TRW yqfl arg B Jearea § whiwfera € o yat o v A-ored £ @
A 2 165 ME, I 701 PR Y SUT e K W §, FE TER ot Rdwr
Mt EmmsogRd A et d st gR M A Ak ool £,
Jqr 1A AT A T ww, 1990 8 TE w1 T gegsn ¥ alow drawak R
F{ER S Gfemd 24 7Y A R, 5 = frwria 3 € e Jdeere o
feaam fam T &, 3t | v 325 e d 127 A i afd A W v
TER U g wfagg sk S ft e § Rreerie R fag o ant # g6 ameerd &
AT e 1 9 1 1 wgn 9t 3 @ 31 Ao §, 9w T gem 1 A
7 zu, 3aF 3R TR ® fan, @ 33 w fraw v som) .

t gamafa: g Oew, F A7 AEn ® IR P gug A W 9, 39 99 39
A F) A9 A€ I, 39 T 33@ |

ot T e W TRy, faen = e W ww v e (s

o garafy: ot e e faer wogE A, At Famdmam R B @
qen fawg 2 3w fad 3 ==l @ 78 %1, 39w 0w B,y wew =@ e

st ot v| dE|: TERE, seET o T, # 3R fau stom wga s
=y Fen € i e 1w i ena e o, oA O ot e s
3t ¥ ik =ga wite B, TR TEEm A s v g R sl v yEd w
= T =i A ¥ & A F i W) el w@fauea & s wfaffue 2 afee, aw
wfafafuc 3Q st @ T fgen ¥ oo swifsa @ w9 & faw v =afa 71 %5

8



[17 August, 2005] RAJYA SABHA

safa # faw = T w, fwT 3aey v T

# s ey | g ol ot A 2 At ® w3 e e v, et
N 10 TR TEE ¥ ura w At @ oft § aw 20 WR TFy W wwet & 3uR
ey I et &) sif wn e € dme 3 o e wrreen w1 7 € qfn e
FA X1 1995 ¥ faer ®Y o sheifies ify e wf, 35 o faor F qfh
Fqeray Y ] fade sowrem & S wdt Iqerey ol @ ot & wen
e ¥ i v # wrw vl gt w002 oo $ 4 v s @
oo form qaix wt fefen fra T £ 30 (X ) Toee w0h # g W
TR T w7

TR, & #d & ward yfafrfium & wied cdfooda # afaffa =) 23 % aer
forer Teeed £7 ot 2t gt w # i R TR I R

o w3 2wk A 2 gy

ot wam ww: W, W T W A am , 3Ed @ s wER we w1
e wy N g Trwn ) am ¢ e e sflT 39ee wau

I A A FY HEEme F A X, A {EY b, 2o vy 4, Ame # aga
Hftrr a3 B ¥ TwT st - A i ¥ R ey wfatafue @) & &g fe
ol = B o ¥ oafE g ufafafus  (saaem) .

N T e Tew: T TR A S ) o, e O e W s @
HH fern

i gt Ti- e foy i)

o Bt o vEE : gerEy, § o dre A € o g afenth w1 I
T€ v ¥

A gurafe: @ IR

oft deft TnE e geEE, g | TR T e A o B 2 g 1 winfe
2 F fou . (gaw) .

oft wvrafa: =77 &1 e ¥ faerry 1w w weEn o A b

ot Foer A1 € T A FoEAE kSN A oA ® dY [uw e,
A2 AT e, e A i wra geht &, A s wfaffie wwd ) f aewr

9



RAJYA SABHA [17 August, 2005]

g e void & g =Y ww @ R
ot Tvrafa: 9 9= 9 & | Wi 29 S 8, T %61 SoesE FE S §
St WA e el : WERd, # ST9eRT HE0 Aed g

S HHA Y G 61 FT TER Soeie 8 Wondl &, A 9o 3R T |9
A wo gE < S W 9 W H fER s

o reen fie auf: wmafa mEdeg, ma A St asa s & e wm w
IW fa ¢, SO WE & 9 9w A UEAE 53 S W uE e e
|rea g1 9’ 9 § g1 A an- whether better quality of tea can be grown
in Kishanganj and Araria districts of Bihar? aifes 3t & amtg w5t st 3
s & f& "As per its findings, only Kishanganj district was found to be
suitable for growing tea. " y¥ f&ar 7a1 @ better quality of tea & & ¥,
afer 39 day 7 wrEa w3t St o1 I T o) # ge wmm § fF e
=T # S W & T e # & i v B ey, IR wanfadt sl €, S sanfed
1 @ ¥ a1 wuRw Fferd w5 82

St FHA Y : Ay, T 1T scolfe 7, o st €, S e Sred T, ifen,
fererist, segwia iR faet 9= € 39 voR A uiw &)1 Sl a g i o,
sef@r ae ... (99YH)....

e IHaER i 94 : 7€, § Farfad & s d ww g

st wHe vy St g, eRf T v # & Y, = ) dara e € el
= 1 FEfed H1 91 § @ 98 QYR Jaierd) B 9 €, W ofte 8 # oiig arsh
@ g YEeTM § Hifd Haer 10,000 BRI W IARA & W@ ¢ 3R 518 & T4
T @ 6T gFR 1 91, R fE 7 w5 fF 1990 B 397 § & =i s gw
T, Tt 1982 ® gHH! THER o, oy 1990 & 3ia ¥ & u% wa wdad qE
T, T9F 9 39 W 9 F i R F 9 @ wa gure  Twa €, gw
I M

SHRI TARINI KANTA ROY: Sir, the issue is that of better quality of tea,
and it is very important not only for Kishan Ganj but for the whole tea-
grwoing areas in the country. We are all aware that our world famous

Darjeeling tea is also facing a crisis due to deterioration in its quality. |
wish to know from the Minister the steps that have been taken for
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improving the quality of this world famous tea.

SHRI KAMAL NATH: Sir, the tea industry has been going through a
crisis. As | said in this House before, when there was the boom period of
the tea industry, adequate ploughing back of profits and capital for
rejuvenation, or, replanting of tea bushes was not done; profits were
diverted to other businesses by tea companies. Today, we are faced not
only with the quality issues because of the tea bushes being very old,
but also with increased production from countries like Vietnam, and with
our high cost of production. | have myself had a stakeholders' conference
with the entire tea industry, with people representing all segments of the
tea industry. A package has been drawn up. Some steps have been taken.
A series of steps have been taken. | will be happy to send to the Member

details about the steps that have been taken in this regard.
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PROF. P.J. KURIAN: Sir, itis good that the Government is taking steps
for tea cultivation in Kishan Ganj and other districts of Bihar. But the

paradox is that the Government is not able to ensure remunerative price
to the existing tea growers. Now, because of the Indo-Sri Lankan
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agreement, cheap tea is coming into the country. A number of tea
companies are now closed in the country because they were not able to
give remunerative price to the tea growers. Therefore, | would like to
know from the hon. Minister what steps the Government would take to
ensure that remunerative prices are given to the tea growers of Bihar
and siso of other States.

SHRI KAMAL NATH: Sir, the first part of the suppieméntary is about
Sri Lanka. Sir, sometimes, it is alleged that tea is coming from Sri Lanka.
Tea imports from Sri Lanka under the Trade Agreement entered into with
Sri Lanka about four years ago are very, very littie, and those are not in
any way affecting the price. The question is that tea prices are not
determined by the Government. The tea prices today are determined
globally and with increased production from Vietnam, Kenya and
Sri Lanka, obviously, that has impact on tea. In any case, our prices are
higher; our labour cost is higher because of the bushes in the tea gardens,
our productivity is much lower. So, we are faced with this problem.
Whatever can be done under the various schemes of the Tea Board, we
are working prices have gone up compared to last year, substantially.
There was a decline, and the prices had gone down to Rs. 62. No, they
are prevailing at Rs. 70-71. The last month's price was roughly Rs. 71.
So, tea prices have started looking up. But, at the end of the day, it is the
world prices which drive the tea prices in India, which is very natural.
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Effect of cheap chinese tyres on domestic tyre industry

1323 SHRIMAT! MAYA SINGH. Wil the Minister of COMMERCE AND
INDUSTRY be pleased to state

(@) whether it 13 a fact that large number of chinese tyres are coming

1Onginal notice of the question was recerved n Hndi
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