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t [REFUGEES FROM EAST PAKISTAN 

*839. SHRI        NAWAB SINGH 
CHAUHAN: Will the Minister for 
REHABILITATION be pleased to state the 
number of refugees who came to India from 
East Pakistan during February 1955 and of 
those •who came to India during the same 
month of the previous year?] 

 

t[THE DEPUTY MINISTER FOR 
REHABILITATION (SHRI J. K. BHONSLE): 
In February 1955, 24,328 persons; and in 
February 1954, 6,678 persons.] 

SHRI S. MAHANTY: IS it a fact, Sir, that 
the Pakistan Government has offered to take 
back the refugees who have come from East 
Bengal to India during this year? 

SHRI J. K. BHONSLE: Yet, Sir. They have 
already made a statement 
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eo that effect that if they are willing to go 
back, they would not only welcome 
them, but also would return all the 
property, etc' 

SHRI S. MAHANTY: Has this fact 
been communicated to the refugees? 

SHRI J. K. BHONSLE: It is already out 
in the papers and I take it that the West 
Bengal Government, as well as our 
Ministry there, would have done that 
already. 

SHRI S. MAHANTY: Are they willing 
to go to Pakistan or not? 

SHRI J. K. BHONSLE: It is very  
difficult for me to say. 

SHRI B. C. GHOSE: Has the hon. 
Minister any later figures than February 
with him here about migrations? 

SHRI J. K. BHONSLE: I have not got 
the latest figure, but when I spoke to the 
Minister on the phone this morning I was 
told that it is somewhat on the decline. 

SHRI S. MAHANTY: The question is 

this. The Pakistan Government offers to 
take back the refugees; on the other hand, 
the Government of India cannot make 
adequate arrangements 'for their 
rehabilitation. May I know, Sir, what 
steps Government are going to take to 
send back such refugees as are willing to 
g0 back to Pakistan? 

 

 


