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The *Resolution was, by leave, withdrawn. 
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: So, the 

amendments also fall through. 

RESOLUTION RE STANDARD KEY 
BOARD IN DEVANAGARI SCRIPT FOR 

USE IN HINDI TYPEWRITERS. 

DR. RAGHUBIR SINH (Madhya Bharat): 
Mr. Deputy Chairman, I beg to move the 
following Resolution: 

"This House is of opinion that 
Government should take early steps to 
evolve and recognise a standard key-board 
in Devanagari script for use in Hindi 
typewriters." 

Sir, the Resolution is a simply straight one 
and does not admit of any controversy. It is an 
accepted fact that Devanagari is to be the 
script franca 

*For text of Resolution, vide Col. 1230 of 
Debate dated 4th March 1955. 

 



 

[Dr. Raghubir Sinh.] for the whole of India. 
The only thing that is under dispute is whether 
the matter is being duly expedited or not. It is 
not a matter of privilege or pleasure for me to 
have to move this Resolution here. I must 
admit that it has never been my privilege to 
talk over this question with the hon. Minister 
for Education, but from what I have heard 
from persons who have been very close to 
him or who have any time discussed this 
matter with him. I understand that since the 
time this matter about Hindi and Devanagari 
was finally decided and embodied in the 
Constitution, the hon. Maulana Saheb has 
been very anxious and ever desirous of doing 
something in this matter. 

3 P.M. 

But, Sir. it has been a matter of genuine 
difficulty to all of us to really understand as to 
why these things have so long been delayed 
and delayed and delayed. I must say that the 
policy that the Government has followed in 
this respect has been halting, indecisive and 
reticent. I repeat these words with the fullest 
responsibility when I say that. I know the 
difficulties that any Administration has to 
face. It had been my privilege to Jiead the 
Administration of a State for more than 10 
years. Therefore, I know the administrative 
difficulties. But I also know that things can be 
expedited if the Government wants to do so. I 
personally feel that there is something 
radically wrong with the Ministry and it is 
with that view that I am raising this, debate  
here for your close  attention. 

Now I would like to place before the House 
in short as to what the whole question is. The 
whole history of the question is quite an 
ancient one and I think there used to be a day 
when you yourself, Mr. Deputy Chairman, 
had the privilege of taking part in   the   
meetings     of    the  Constituent 

Assembly. It is well known that in April 1948 
a letter was written by Dr. Rajendra Prasad, 
who was then the President of the Constituent 
Assembly, to the hon. Prime Minister that: 

"A Committee of experts should be 
appointed to find out and recommend to the 
Government the most efficient system of 
Shorthand and the best arrangement pf the 
keys  of  the  Typewriter." 

He also expressed in the same letter his 
intention to appoint such a Committee on 
behalf of the Constituent Assembly of India 
unless the Government preferred to appoint 
one itself. In reply to that, the hon. Prime 
Minister himself in his letter dated the llth 
April 1948, expressed his agreement with this 
proposal and added that Dr.. Rajendra Prasad 
might appoint a Committee on behalf of the 
Constituent Assembly of India. So in 
pursuance of that view, a Committee was 
appointed in 1948 and one of the-tasks that 
was entrusted to it was. thus mentioned: 

■'The Committee will also report about 
the most efficient arrangement of keys for a 
Hindi Typewriter which will ensure 
reproduction of all sounds in use, and will 
give the best speed with the least possible 
labour and will be the best from the point of 
view of weight, durability, portability and 
cost." 

Now, the report of this Committee was 
submitted to the Speaker of the Parliament of 
India on February 8, 1951. From here onwards 
begins a taie which at least to me, is wholly 
un-understandable. It will obviously be seen 
that Government was doing nothing in this 
respect for about one and a half years—from 
February 8. to September 12, 1952. No action-
was taken in this respect. The only thing  that    
I   had    heard  once  when 
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that was mentioned by Kaka Kalelkar in this 
House that when he went to Germany he tried 
to negotiate some deal about getting some 
model typewriter prepared in Germany on the 
basis of the key board that was proposed in 
this report of the Finalising Committee which 
was submitted to the Parliament of India. But 
later that whole proposal fell through. Now, 
what happens is that after having slept over 
this report for a. year and a half, the 
Government then issued a notification in 
which they say: 

"(a) that a few typewriters to be 
manufactured according to the improved 
key board suggested by the Finalizing 
Committee. 

(b) Typewriters with other keyboard 
may as well be submitted for requisite 
tests. 

Final decision to be taken after 
completion of tests on all such machines 
over . a period of 12 months." 

Now, Sir, after that, there is another lapse of 
nine months. Nothing was done for nine 
months and then on 4th June 1953 the 
Ministry of Education issued a Press Note in 
which it announced that: 

"The   Government  of  India   have decided    
that    a    few     typewriters should   be  
manufactured   according to the improved key 
board suggest-  | ed by the Committee and 
subjected to exhaustive  tests    for    speed  and 
accuracy." • Then it says: 

"The Government have also decided that 
othess claiming to have designed better key 
boards may supply machines for similar 
tests."; 

and finally it said; 
"Government's final decision on the selected 

key board will be announced on the completion 
of tests on all such machines over a period of 
twelve months." 5 RSD.—3 

Obviously    it  seems    that  either    no 
typewriter   was   received    or    if   any 
typewriters were received in reply to 
this demand, the Government did not 
take    any    action.        For,    later    in 
answer    to    a question    in  this  very 
House in November  1953  it was said 
by the Ministry that "the Government 
have  decided   that   a   few  typewriters 
should  be  manufactured   according  to 
the key-board  designed  by the  Kaka 
Saheb  Kalelkar    Committee."      Then 
they   said  that  the   Government   had 
ordered  two  typewriters  to  be   made 
from  the   Remington   Rand   Company. 
This reply was given   to    my starred 
question No.  356 on the 30th Novem 
ber 1953.      In the course of the ans 
wer    to supplementary    questions,    it 
was also said that a Hindi Typewriter. 
Keyboard Testing Committee had been 
appointed and this announcement was 
made in a letter that was addressed to 
various       typewriter      manufacturing 
companies.      I   understand,   Sir,   that 
just  at this time  a model typewriter 
prepared by a Swiss Company—Paill- 
ard—was  submitted    to    the  Govern 
ment  of India  by Volkart Bros.  w!» 
are now known as ................... 

DIWAN CHAMAN LALL   (Punjab): 
Voltas. 

DR. RAGHUBIR SINH: Yes, Voltas That 
was submitted for inspection to the Education 
Ministry. Probably it was kept there for a few 
months and then returned. Nothing happened. 
So this Typewriter Testing Committee 
probably sat for some time or did something 
for that. It asked the manufacturers of the 
Typewriters to supply full necessary data 
about the key-board, to send their own 
operator, if asked to send one, and send their 
Hindi Typewriters for necessary tests. But 
there were no tests at all afterwards. 

Later in answer to another question, that I 
had asked in December 1954 it was said here 
that the Hindi Typewriter Testing Committee 
appointed in 1953—the one to which I have 
referred before—"expressed the view that the 
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[Dr. Raghubir Sinh.] question of the 
fixation of a final keyboard for Hindi 
typewriters was closely connected with the 
choice of the script and unless the question of 
script and the system of writing to be followed 
were decided, they could not make any 
progress in their work. A Committee has now 
been appointed by the Board of Scientific 
Terminology to consider  the   whole  matter.". 

What I want to bring to the notice of the House 
is this. This proposal, I mean, this dictum 
aboujt the Hindi Script by the Hindi 
Typewriters Testing Committee, this dictum 
was given by a committee which consisted of 
certain scientific men, only that is to say, the 
Director of the Indian Standards Institute, a 
Deputy Director of the National Physical 
Laboratory, a Senior Statistician of the 
Defence Science Organisation, a Senior Hindi 
Reporter and the Deputy Educational Adviser, 
Ministry of Education. Obviously none of 
these knew anything about the Hindi script and 
they did not do any-Tmng. When the first 
original Committee was appointed, in answer 
to an enquiry from its Chairman—that is. Kaka 
Saheb Kalelkar—Dr. Rajendra Prasad had 
definitely given the reply which is thus given 
in the Report: 

"In reply to the Chairman's enquiry the 
Committee was subsequently informed by 
Hon'ble the President that these terms 
covered 'Teleprinting and Reform of 
Script'." 

The   Committee   had   thus  before   it the 
following three purposes: 

(i) The examination of the flcisting 
Hindustani Shorthand systems with 
a view to find which of these if any, 
could prove useful for Government 
purposes and business offices. 

(ii) The selection of the sounds of the 
Indian languages which must be 
represented in the key-board of the 
Hindi Typewriter   and   preparation 
of   a 

sketch of the key-board which 
would most efficiently meet, in their 
opinion, the needs of the Hindustani 
language. 

and so on.     The Report also says: 

"The Committee had also, incidentally, to 
formulate the best possible telegraphic code 
based on the Devanagari script." 

This Committee    consisted    of    Shri Kaka 
Saheb Kalelkar, Shri M. Satyanarayan, Dr. 
Babu Ram Saksena and others, who knew 
everything about the Hindi script and    who   
had    not only studied   the   question   but   
who    had laboured hard for two years, made 
all the tests   and   then   proposed   a keyboard 
and submitted the report.     The typewriter  
key-board    committee did not look at this 
report obviously, and the result was that another 
committee was appointed—or was being 
appointed—I stand    corrected—consisting of 
Kaka Saheb Kalelkar, Dr. Babu Ram 
Saksena—who    were    already    on the other    
Committee—Acharya    Narendra Deva,    a   
technical   expert   from   tha P. & T. 
Directorate and another from the Office of the 
Controller of Printing and Stationery.    That 
meant that  all that was done by the other 
Committee for three years, at the instance of the 
Constituent Assembly was undone and it was 
not...... 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is a 
testing committee, to see how far the resUlts 
may meet the demands of the Government. 

DR. RAGHUBIR SINH: I beg to differ from 
you, Sir. The Testing Committee is completely 
different. The Testing Committee consisted of 
scientific men only. Here was a new com-
mittee that was supposed to have been 
appointed—containing those very people, for 
doing the same thing over again. That meant, 
as I said before, that whatever work had been 
done previously     was   all  in  vain.    I  feel 
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that the Education Ministry has yet to give a 
definite reply. Obviously enough, none in the 
Ministry exactly knew as to what was 
happening there about it. An answer was 
given here in reply to my question and it has 
been later corrected. I will repeat what Dr. 
Shrimali said. At first it was "A committee 
has now been appointed by the Boar^d of 
Scientific Terminology to consider the whole 
matter." And tha correction is: "A committee 
is now being appointed" I think the Education 
Ministry does need some education as to 
know well the difference between the two sets 
of words. Sir, 1 do not want to say more on 
this question. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He will 
answer it. 

DR. RAGHUBIR SINH: Another 
submission is this. Now we are told after 
having accepted the report of the Lucknow 
Committee, with regard to something else 
some other committee is being appointed, to 
look into this matter once again. So finally the 
simple position is that we are today where we 
were in 1948 when the first Committee was 
originally appointed. 

Now, I have only one remark to add. Dr. 
Shrimali had said on March 16, 1955 that the 
recommendations of the Lucknow Conference 
have been accepted. But my submission is 
that the Conference at Lucknow had nothing 
io do with key-board designing. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: But they had 
everything to do with the script. 

DK. RAGHUBIR SINH: Yes, but anybody 
who has seen the Report of the Lucknow 
Conference would see that they were to see 
which of the alternative forms of some letters 
should be chosen, as to in what form the short 
"e" is to be put down, where its mark be 
"made, and so on. Those were the things. But 
what I say is, whatever   be   the key-board 
one "3TT" 

 

has to be there. The second question is what 
should be the shape. Similarly in the case of 
%$q ^certain marks should be given. But all 
that is simply another question. What should 
be the order on the key-board, the question of 
the frequency of the letters, the importance of 
the letters, they are all the same, they are not 
changed, we are not completely altering the 
script at all. 

Therefore, my submission is that we have 
already wasted sufficient time over this 
question and it is time that the Government of 
India made up its mind to take a definite 
decision on what the key-board is going to be. 
Sir, I can assure everyone on this point that I 
do not hold any brief for any particular key-
board. My only anxiety is that a definite 
decision must be taken as soon as possible and 
the reason why I say this is this. The lack of 
such a decision on the keyboard has done a 
great deal of harm to the cause of Hindi, to the 
development of the use of Hindi in the national 
system of correspondence and also in official 
procedural work. Today every typewriter 
maker has a different keyboard, and the result 
is nobody is able to properly develop speed 
and accuracy in their operation. As long as that 
is not done, it will not be possible to advance 
or in any way make the use of Hindi 
typewriters much more popular and then more 
useful than they are. Therefore, my submission 
is that Government should do everything in its 
power to expedite the decision on this matter. I 
know that Government themselves are keen on 
it. I know from what they have said that they 
too want a decision and feel that something 
should be done soon in this respect. Now that I 
have moved this Resolution, I do hope that the 
Education Ministry will show its seriousness 
and sincerity by accepting the Resolution and 
putting it into operation immediately. 

Thank you  Sir. 
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:    Motion 
moved: 

"This House is of opinion that 
Government should take early steps to 
evolve and recognize a standard key-
board in Devanagari script for use in 
Hindi type-writers." 

Mr. Satyanarayana. 
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SHRI KISHEN CHAND (Hyderabad) : 

Mr. Deputy Chairman, the hon. Member 
who has preceded me has very lucidly 
explained that it is possible to prepare a 
type-writer which will be more 
economical than even the English 
typewriter. I beg to submit that in the 
Constitution we have accepted that 
Devanagari will be adopted for the Hindi 
language. The whole question is that in 
the Devanagari script the number of com-
pound consonants is very, very large and 
the hon. Member who preceded me and 
the mover pointed out that Committees 
were appointed to simplify it. The 
President of one of the Committees was 
Kakasaheb Kalelkar and the Presidents of 
other Committees were different people 
and there was fundamental difference 
between the opinion of Kakasaheb 
Kalelkar and others about the way of 
writing these consonants especially the 
diphthongs. The whole difficulty is that if 
you change all your consonants away 
from the present shape, then it will 
remain, no longer a Devanagari script. It 
will become a different script. 

SHRI M. SATYANARAYANA: There 
is a compromise on that question. 

SHRI KISHEN CHAND: I am coming 
to that. We will have to evolve a script 
which is similar to the present script and 
yet overcome the difflcultiei of these 
compound consonants and the difficulties 
about the vowels. When the vowels are 
added to consonants they take a different 
shape and in the Hindi typewriter you 
have got to go 
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back to the original position later for putting a 
dot, either above or below, or for putting a 
dash either above or below. These are some of 
the fundamental difficulties which are really 
hampering the progress of evolving a uniform 
key-board for the typewriter. I welcome this 
Resolution which draws the attention of the 
Government to evolving a uniform keyboard 
but it does not mean that we are minimising 
the difficulties. As was very pointedly 
stressed by the speaker who preceded me, the 
phonetic script is a decided advantage but 
there are certain sounds prevalent in  our 
country which are not found in the 
Devanagari script. They are the common 
sounds of tjj 5 and so on. I can give you at 
least 10 such sounds. 

SHRI H. P. SAKSENA (Uttar Pradesh) : 
They are all there in the Devanagari. 

SHRI KISHEN CHAND: They have been 
introduced in the Devanagari script by the 
addition of a dot below and that is the bone of 
contention. There is a great deal of discussion 
on that point and there are a lot of difficulties 
which arise on account of having to put that 
dot on the typewriter. 

 
SHRI KISHEN CHAND: I will tell you. 

Therefore what I am going to suggest is that 
first of all a Devanagari script should be 
evolved which will not require the use of these 
double consonants and that can -be done very 
easily. We should appoint a Committee and 
that Committee should consist of people with 
practical trend of mind and not faddists who 
have often whims of their own. I am confident 
that a script can be evolved which is very 
similar to the shape of the Devanagari script 
and yet will overcome these difficulties. Dr. 
Raghu Vira asked me what I wanted. I want a 
Devanagari script 'fcut T want a Devanagari 
script with- 

out all these difficulties that are inherent in it 
now. I do not want my children and the young 
generation to be burdened with over a hundred 
compound consonants with all their varying 
shapes and their difficulties. It is all very easy 
to say that there are 26 alphabets in the Roman 
script and with the capitals and with different 
ways of writing, this number comes to 78, 
because there are ordinary writing letters, then 
printing letters, small letters, capital letters, 
and so on. But there is a basic similarity in the 
shape which is not found in the Devanagari 
script. So my first suggestion is that we do 
away with the compound consonants by 
having a halant in the consonant which is to 
be joined to the next consonant. That will 
mean that there will be a line below the con-
sonant showing that it has not got a vowel 
added on to it. Only if we can evolve a script 
having at the most 30 to 35 alphabets for all 
the vowels and consonants in all their various 
shapes, we can succeed in having a proper 
typewriter. It is all right for the people who 
have learnt those things to say that there is no 
difficulty in the Devanagari script but ask any 
young boy who is learning the Devanagari 
script as to what difficulty he is feeling by 
having to learn so many compound 
consonants and to pronounce them. Therefore 
it is-not possible to evolve a standard key-
board or a good typewriter until and unless we 
have evolved a proper Devanagari script 
which is similar to the script at present used 
and yet has not got the difficulties that are 
there now. 

SHRI   M.   SATYANARAYANA:    If 
you look into that Report..................... 

SHRI KISHEN CHAND: I have read 
that Report and I find that   the   new 

type     of diphthongs   introduced   by 
Kakasaheb Kalelkar was not accepted. 

I   There was a different shape suggested 
for short     ?    ; similarly for    3 «nd 

; 3;  .   Again,   for    ST they   have 
i   suggested a different   shape.       Nor- 
j  mally it is written as a combination of 

I T and ? and     it     is     possible     to 
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[Shri Kishen Chand.] 
make a mistake and read   as     T,    =T. Now, 
they have changed the shape. 

SHRI H. P. S'AKSENA: The top line is 
kept separate for.  ^    and   ^. 

SHRI KISHEN CHAND: The top line is of no 
importance. That is not the basic line. Simply 
because it is joined or not joined, it will not 
show the distinction. Similar is the case with 
,*T and T . There are all sorts of confusions. I 
can go on multiplying examples to show that 
this is not a simple matter. So until we have 
solved that problem, it is not right to hurry up 
things. First of all, a Com- } mittee should be 
appointed to go into this question of evolving a 
proper Devanagari script, then only it will be 
possible to think of the typewriter. 

In the English typewriter by pressing one 
key you can get all tbe small letters changed 
to capital letters whereas in the Hindi 
typewriter you have to keep on continuously 
pressing a key to go back to the original posi-
tion or use stop key. Then there is going to be 
a key for making half-shift when you want to 
add vowels to consonants. So there are all 
sorts of difficulties. In the key-board of an 
English typewriter there are 26 alphabets, 
then there are numerals, commas, fullstops, 
etc. Actually you have to concentrate only on 
26 keys; the remaining are required for 
numerals and ether things. Similarly you have 
to evolve a Hindi typewriter with not more 
than 26 or at the most 30 alphabets. I do 
submit that this Resolution is very important 
but an addition should be made to this 
Resolution that side by side with the evolution 
of a standard typewriter, there should be a 
Committee appointed which should reach 
agreement on a prpper Devanagari script 
providing for all the sounds that are 
commonly pronounced in our country. 
Subject to this addition, I support the 
Resolution. 
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typewriter keyboard 
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economy of time 

syllabic betic

economy of space and time 
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'Mahabharata'
tyoe /Vriter

type writer

typewriter

typew riter 

a, b, c, d, e,

typewriter
teleprinter 

ni mting    press
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writer      * 
typewriter 

key *r tvpew, iter 

typewriter key 

type writer 

spelling     refoi m 
cclaugh" 
"might" "laf" i 

"mite" 

tyrev riter 
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typewrite.' 

typewriter 
keyboa'd 

Royal Remington 
keyboard 

keyboard 

typewriter 
board 

key- 
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THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRE 
TARY TO THE MINISTER FOR EDUCA 
TION (Dn. K. L. SHMMALI): Mr. 
Deputy Chairman, the mover of the 
Resolution, my hon. friend Dr. Raghu- 
bir Sinh in moving his Resolution 
said that the Ministry has not been 
sincere and serious ................  

DR. RAGHUBIR SINH: I did not 
use that word ...............  

DR. K. L. SHRIMALI: Well, I have that 
note; and it will be on record. He said the 
Ministry has not been serious and sincere 
about this work of preparing a Hindi 
typewriter. Sir, I totally repudiate the charges 
which he has made against the Ministry and if 
my hon. friend is open-minded, he WDuld 
withdraw his Resolution when the correct 
position is explained to him. 

I am afraid   my   hon.   friend   has  . over-
simplified  the    whole    problem. The problem 
pf script and that of the 

'long  vowel" 
short   vowel"

"receint' 
<P' 

"I'ntnot going."
double 

not going 
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typewriter are connected. You cannot 
prepare the typewriter unless there is 
settlement about the question of script. 
From the discussion that we had in the 
Sabha today, we must have noticed that 
there are sharp differences with regard to 
the script. I would only quote from the two 
important reports which have been 
published, to show to what extent there are 
differences in regard to the script and unless 
these differences are resolved, or unless we 
can resolve them, the question of the 
typewriter could not be easily settled. This is 
from the Report of a Committee— DEVA 
NAGARI LIPI SUDHAR SAMITI—which 
was appointed by the Government of Uttar 
Pradesh, of which Acharya Narendra Deva 
was the Chairman and in the very intro-
duction of the Report they say: 

 (This is 

a reference    committee    to which Dr. 
Raghubir Sinh had made a reference). 

Both the Committees met together and 
discussed the question. The Acharya 
Narendra Committee said that in spite of 
the best efforts, these could not be 
resolved. 

 

 
And then the Report continues:
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Then Sir, the matter was fully discussed in 

the conference which was convened by the 
Government of Uttar Pradesh and there were 
sharp differences with regard to the script. I 
shall quote from the speech which Kaka 
Saheb Kalelkar made at that Conference: 

"If the Devanagari script is to survive 
and to succeed we shall have to introduce 
certain additional sounds and symbols and 
make a few necessary minimum 
alterations." 

He further said: 
"I am one of those who are unwilling to 

change the nature of the script. The 
changes that we introduce must be the 
minimum. If we add one or two signs, they 
must conform to the genius of the script. 
The evolution of the script will take place 
by the efforts of the whole race." 
in his opinion there were sharp differences 

as regards two matters: 
They are (1) the invariable use   of the 

shirorekha and (2) the acceptance of    
swarakhari.     He   requested   the Conference     
to recognise   that     the shirorekha is not an 
essential   part of Nagari letters but if it 
appealed to the sense of beauty and   
conservatism   of some people he did not think 
it necessary to quarrel with them;     if   they 
wanted to retain the shirorekha,  they might do 
so.   As regards   the   swarakhari, he pleaded 
for the   acceptance of the plan of indicating 
the sounds of f,     %       and       rr     by 
adding   the matras of these sounds to     ST      
as is done in   case   of   consonants.     Now, 
everybody knows that the suggestions of    
Kaka   Saheb Kalelkar     are   not acceptable     
to a large     number   of people.   Thf   whole   
question   before the Government was how   to 
proceed about this business.     The Committee 

which was appointed by the Speaker, 
submitted its report in 1951—the Report of 
the Finalising Committee with the Report of 
the Hindustani Shorthand and Hindi 
Typewriter Standardisation Committee. This 
Report was before the Government and 
Government gave full consideration to it, and 
it was decided that the improved keyboard 
designed by the Committee be covered by a 
patent and a few typewriters manufactured 
according to that key-board subjected to 
exhaustive tests for speed and accuracy. 
Secondly, the authors claiming to have 
designed better key-boards be also asked to 
supply machines for similar tests and 
Government's final decision on the selected 
key-board be announced on the completion of 
tests on all such machines, over a period of 
twelve months. Now, as a result of this, the 
Ministry got two typewriters manufactured 
and we also issued a Press Note, inviting the 
manufacturers of all typewriters to submit 
their machines for the purpose of test and 
trial. It has issued on 4th June 1953. Then the 
Government also appointed a Committee, 
known as "The Hindi Typewriter Testing 
Committee" for the purpose of conducting the 
proposed tests. Dr. Raghubir Sinh, my hon. 
friend has held the opinion that these people 
were not competent for the job. But in the 
opinion of the Government it was a 
committee of experts competent to test 
typewriters. 

DR.

RAGHU VIRA: 
scientific experts   3?t tfftrftf fof? % 

 keyboard 
DR. K. L. SHRIMALI: This was the Hindi 

Typewriter Testing Committee. 

DR. R

AGHU VIRA:  

SHRI M. SATYANARAYANA:    The 
mechanical side. 

DR. K.    L.    SHRIMALI:    Yes,   the 
mechanical     side of it.    Now,     that 
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Committee held two meetings, and at the 
second meeting on 23rd January 1954, they 
found that they could not proceed with the 
work unless the question of script was settled. 
And as I said, l^iere were sharp differences 
with regard to this question of script, which is 
apparent from the various reports. They are 
apparent from the discussions that are held 
from time to time. The Government are fully 
aware of the provision in Constitution. It is 
wrong to say that the Government are 
indifferent towards Hindi. We were serious 
about the whole purpose. 

But the Government have always put 
national unity before the question of Hindi. 
The history of the world is full of examples 
where people have divided on account of 
linguistic differences. Government are 
anxious that the national unity should be 
preserved and should not be sacrificed in any 
way. Though we are keen in pushing forward 
the programme of Hindi and also in preparing 
the typewriters, we wish to proceed by 
resolving differences and conflicting opinions 
as far as possible. After a good deal of 
deliberation Government have decided that 
they would accept the recommendations of the 
Devnagari Script Reform Conference which 
was held in Lucknow in November 1953, and 
a committee has already been appointed to 
suggest a typewriter which will take into 
account the changes proposed by the 
Conference in the keyboard for the Hindi 
typewriter and teleprinter. 

The facts are now before the House. Dr. 
Raghubir Sinh has suggested that 
Government have been indifferent and have 
not been serious about the whole programme. 
My submission is, Sir, that Government have 
been quite serious about this but there have 
been inherent difficulties in the situation. We 
want to preserve the beauty of the Devanagari 
script; we want to try to fit it into the machine 
and we also want speed, accuracy and, at the 
same time, we want to try to bring about a 
harmony among the different conflict- 

ing groups as far as possible. This is not such 
a very simple problem as it appears and I may 
assure the hon. Member that the Government 
are already taking necessary steps to devise a 
key-board and to manufacture the 
typewriters. No time would be lost in this. 
The Committee ha? already been appointed 
and that is doing the needful. I do hope that in 
view of the facts which I have related, Dr. 
Raghubir Sinh would be convinced that 
Government have been quite serious about 
this purpose and that he would withdraw the 
Resolution. 

SHRI M. SATYANARAYANA: I want   to   
put   a   few   questions,   Sir. 

Dr. Shrimali said that Kakasaheb insisted 
on certain new changes being introduced but 
the Committee under the Chairmanship of 
Kakasaheb himself proposed a particular 
script; therefore, would it not be taken that 
what had been decided tinder his 
Chairmanship is the final thing as far as the 
script is concerned? 

Dr. Shrimali said that the Testing 
Committee was only there to look into the 
mechanical side of it. How was it that they 
gave an advice to .the Government that the 
script question had to be settled before the 
mechanical side could be tested? How can 
that advice be taken into consideration when 
that Committee was appointed only for the 
purpose of testing the mechanical side? 

Since innumerable typewriters are in use 
both in the Centre and in the States, is it not 
possible for the Government, even now, to 
see that those typists who want to learn Hindi 
typewriting are recommended a particular 
key-board till a standard key-board is 
finalised? Is it not possible to do this HOW? I 
want clarification on these three points. 

DR. K. L. SHRIMALI: The Hindi 
Typewriter Testing Committee was to decide 
about the fixation of the final key-board for 
Hindi typewriters and when that committee 
was discussing that question.    It came   to   
the   fon- 
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[Dr. K. L. Shrimali.] elusion that no key-
board could be fixed for the Hindi typewriters 
unless the question of the script was settled. 
The script and the mechanism were linked 
together. The Committee therefore felt that 
no key-board could be fixed unless the 
question of script was settled. 

As I have already explained in my speech, 
there have been sharp differences with regard 
to the question of the script. It is quite true 
that the Committee presided over by Kaka-
saheb had made certain recommendations but 
there were other groups which were not in 
agreement with the recommendations made. 
There were differences. 

Sir, after having considered the whole 
matter, its pros and cons, Government have 
now decided that they would accept the 
recommendations of the Lucknow 
Conference and we have already appointed a 
Committee to go into the question. We are 
taking sarly steps to implement those recom-
mendations and I hope my hon. friend is 
satisfied with what I have said and that he 
would withdraw this Resolution. 

SHRI M. SATYANARAYANA: Evolve a 
typewriter out of this script. 

DR. RAGHUBIR SINH: Mr. Deputy 
Chairman, I have to thank my fellow 
colleagues who have done much of my work, 
either in elucidating my points or in 
answering the criticism of others. As such, 
not much remains for me to do. 

I should, however, put it on record :n 
clearest terms my clearest refutation of what 
Dr. Shrimali alleges about what I have said. I 
never said that the Government was 
insincere: I could never have used that word. 
It may have been his impression. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: "There was 
something wrong" you said. 

DR. RAGHUBIR SINH: I will tell you 
what I said: "The policy of the Government 
has been faulty, indecisive and full of 
.reticence". That   was 

what I said and then I also added "there is 
definitely something w^ojr^ig with the 
Ministry" but, Sir, "something wrong with the 
Ministry" certainly does not mean an 
expression of insincerity; I could nevfer have 
done that. 

My friend Dr. Shrimali has talked of 
differences of script and all sorts of things. 
When a committee was appointed by the 
Education Ministry in October 1954, to go 
into the question the Report of the Lucknow 
Conference was already there; it had been 
before everybody, either in Delhi or 
elsewhere, for more than ten months. Well, at 
that time, the Ministry probably was not 
thinking of that Report at all. It is just by the 
way that I want to point out this odd thing. 

There was said something about the 
language in relation to the national unity but I 
think I need not mention here that the script is 
not the language. Languages may be different 
and may have created divisions but I don't 
think that scripts have created any divisions. 
Then, Sir, my hon. friend has stressed so 
much about securing the unity of different 
views. My friend probably fully remembers 
the well-known story from the Aesop's Fable 
about the father, the. son and the donkey. You 
cannot please everybody; that is obvious 
enough and you have got to take into account 
the sum total of greatest unanimity. This is 
also. Sir, just by the way. 

All I have got to say now, Sir, is that even 
after all that has been said and done, in this 
respect, I am still unconvinced but I am still 
prepared to give the Government a chance. 
We have waited for eight years; we are 
prepared to wait for some more time. Let the 
Government prove its sincerity by action. 

In view of what has been said, I am 
prepared to withdraw my Resolution. 

The 'Resolution was, by leave, withdrawn. 

*For text of Resolution see col. 2386 
supra. 


