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1[SaRI SATISH CHANDRA : The old
anits from which they are discharged
and the Defence Ministry keep them-
selves well-informed of their condition.
Various plans are also executed with
a view to helping them.]

Lt.-Cor. J. 8. MANN: Sir, does the
Government know that there are lots
of ex-servicemen in the northern area
and they have got no employment? The
hon. Minister was telling us that they
were drawn from the agricultural
classes and they like to go back to their
lands. Most of them, Sir, have no
land to go to and they are absolutely
having no job. Will the Government
make enquiries in this regard?

Mgr. CHAIRMAN: Yes, the sugges-
tion has been given, and the Deputy
Minister hearq it.
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TRAFFIC JaM ON AIR Forck Dispray Day

*511. Surt P. C. BHANJ DEO: Will
the Minister for DEFENCE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether there was an unprece-
dented traffic jam lasting for about
twelve hours on the occasion of the
Air Force Display at Tilpat Range on
the 28th March 1954; and

(b) it so, the reasons therefor?]

"4English transiation.
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER ror DE-
FENCE (SARDAR S. S. MastHia): (a)
Yes, Sir. The Government wish to ex~
press their great regret at this unfortu~
nate and unexpected occurrence which
caused so much inconvenience and dis-
comfort.

(b) A statement is laid on the Table:
of the Council.

STATEMENT

Traffic Jam on road to Tilpat

o Decerrher 10323 the Government
decided that the Indian Air Force-
should hold an Air Display and Fire
Demonstration on the 28th March 1954
in connection with the celebration of
the 21st Anniversary of the Indian Air-
Force. Tilpat Bombing Range, which
is about 17 miles from Delhi, was
chosen as the nearest convenient place
for this demonstration. The Govern-
ment in the Ministry of Defence sanc-
tioned a sum of Rs. 32,000 for improv-
ing the ground at Tilpat and also the
fair weather road between the main
Delhi-Mathura Road and Tilpat Range.

From the inception of this project,
the Government departments concern-
ed, viz., the Air Headquarters, the
Police and the Railways worked in the
closest co-operation in regard to ar-
rangements for this occasion. In addi-
tion, such organisations as the Delhi
Transport Authority, Auto India and
the Automobile Association of Upper
India also co-operated in this effort.
The widest publicity was given for
this Display. Air Headquarters issued
invitations to nearly 9,000 persons. A
series of meetings were held between
the representatives of the various de-
partments and organisations referred
to above from the middle of January
1954 onwards. On the 26th March
1954 a dress rehearsal was also held.

The division of work was roughly as
follows: While the Air Headquarters
were in overall charge of the arrange-
ments, their detailed duties were con-
fined to the arrangements at Tilpat
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Range. Arrangements for traffic regu-
lations were in the hands of the Dellu
Police up to the extent of the limits of
Delhi State and thereafter under tne
Punjab Police. The strength of the
Police force on duty in Delhi area on
the 28th was 160, of whom 84 were
concentrated on the one and a half
mile stretch between Wellesley Road
crossing and the level crossing. A force
.0f 561 had been lent to the Punjab
Government for duty at and near
Tilpat. The Delhi Transport Service
undertook to run special services of
buses from various points in Delhj to
Tilpat Range. In addition, 100 Army
trucks were positioned at Meola Maha-
rajpur siding near Faridabad Station
t¢ ply between the station and the
canal. Twp Bailey bridges were spe-
cially constructed to permit the cross-
ing of the canal by persons travelling
on foot. The Railway Administration
nad made arrangements for running
five special trains from New Delhi to
a temporary hait between Tughlakabad
.and Faridabad.

Based on past experience of such
occasions, the authorities in charge of
the arrangements had reckoned that
the number of persons that might un-
dertake the journey to Tilpat on the
28th morning would not exceed 30,000
.or 40,000. The number that actually
undertook the journey has been esti-
mated var.ously at figures ranging up to
3,00,000. The Railway Administration
ran seven specials as against five, as
originally planned, and the total book-
ings were 21,500, but, in addition to
these, a large number of people travel-
led on the roofs and footboards of the
railway coaches. The Delhi Transport
Service that had undertaken to run 55
buses had, in fact, engaged 65 buses in
carrying the public to the function. It
iz estimated that not less than 10,000
vehicles, including cars, trucks, buses.
motor-cycle-rickshaws, tongas and
motor-cycles, endeavoured to make the
journey to Tilpat over a road which
cannot ordinarily take more than two
vehicles abreast. Almost all who went
by road use¢ the main Delhi-Mathura
Road. The Railway level-crossing on
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ly to permit the trains to pass. At the
peak period of the journey 1o Tilpat
Range, viz.,, between 7 AM. and 9 A.M,,
the level-crossing gate had thus even
keen closed for a total period of over
half an hour, though on each occasion,
it had not been closed for more than
four or five minutes. Very few tock
the alternative route wvia Okhla. A
major contributing factor to the conges-
tion and confusion was the break-
down of many automobiles owing to
engine trouble or for some other rea-
son, which 1led to stopping the flow
of traffic. Another factor was the
utter disregard of the ordinary traffic
rules by many of the drivers of motor
vehicles,

It must be remembered that jn the
great cities of Eurcpe and America,
traffic jams and dislocation have be-
come a great and continuing problem,
in spite of every device and effort to
remove this congestion. Even normal-
ly, in some congested areas, traffic is
held up for long periods. On a speciai
occasion, like a holiday exodus, there
is often a traffic jam for hours. In
Delhi there are relatively far fewer
automobiles thap in European or Ame-
rican cities. But the mixture of con-
veyance from motor cars to tongas and
bicycles leads not only to greater con-
fusion but a general slowing down of
the pace of movement. On this ocea-
cion a great part of the vehicles of
Delhi of varicus kinds concentrated on
this single Delhi-Mathura road. The
experience, for Delhi, was a novel
one.

Government regret the serious incon-
venience caused to a large number of
people, among whom were many invit-
ed guests including Members of Par-
liament. Even the Air Marshal was
held up in the traffic jam and reached
the Tilpat Range only towards the end
of the Display. Many persons could
not reach it at all.

In order that dislocation and incon-
venience are not caused in the future,
*he Government have decideq that a
Committee consisting of representatives
of the Defence Ministry, Army Head-
quarters, the Police and the Chief
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Commissioner of Delhi, should consi-
der the various problems relating to
this matter. This Committee will con-
sider the measures necessary for the
regulation and improvement of traffic
and other arrangements. In particular,
they will consider the provision of an
over-bridge at the level crossing and
also the construction of a by-pass road.
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+{Surt P. C. BHANJ DEO: May I
know the number of buses reserved for
the Members of Parliament and the
number of friends and members of the

families of the Members of Parliament
40 whom invitation cards were sent?]
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+[SHRI SATISH CHANDRA: I do
not know how many buses were reserv-
ed for the Members of Parliament, but
perhaps, 65 buses plied between Delh
and Tilpat for the general public.
About 9,000 persons had been invited,
while the number of visitors was about
3.00,000. On account of this rush, some

Members of Parliament, the Comman-
der-in-Chief of the Air Force and two
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Deputy Defence Ministers also coula
not reach there.]
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t[Surr P. C. BHANJ DEO: May 1
know from the hon. Minister why more
tickets were issued than the seating
capacity of the special railway trains

which were run for the convenience of
the passengers?]
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+[SHRI SATISH CHANDRA: This
question should be put to the Railway
Min'stry.]
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+[Surt P. C. BHANJ DEO: May I
know whether arrangement was made
at Tilpat for the supply of sufficient
quantity of drinking water to the visi-
tors?]
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+[Sur1 SATISH CHANDRA: Five
lorries carrying tanks of water were

+English translation.
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sent there. Water ran short because
so many people were not expected to
reach there. According to my infor-
mation, about 48,000 bottles of soda-
water and lemonade were sold there.
Many people made use of them.]

¥o o o fimt fraar

oz gl faw T ?

+Dr. P. C. MITRA: How much ice
was sold there?
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+[S#Rrr P. C. BHANJ DEO: May 1
know from the hon. Minister what ac-
tion the Government is taking to make
good the loss sustained by the cultiva-
tors due to the crops in the neighbour-

hood of Tilpat being trampled by the
visitors?]
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T [SHRI
Government is considering the
ment of compensation to them.]

SATISH CHANDRA: The
pay-

SHR1 S. MAHANTY: May I know,
Sir. if the amenities provided ior the
large number of invitees were com-
mensurate with the publicity given to
it?

Sur: SATISH CHANDRA: Sir, I
have placed a statement on the Table
and if the hon. Member reads that
statement, he will find......

Surt K. S. HEGDE: On a point of
information, Sir. I think the hon. Min-
ister cannot place a statement on such
an important question on the Table;
he will have to glve reason for the
unprecedented traffic Jam on that day
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MRr. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Hegde, the
Members can read the statement
through the Notice Office.

Suri S. MAHANTY: My question is,
Sir, it has been stated in the statement
that the widest publicity was given.
What amenities were provided for the-
nine thousand persons who had been
specially invited and for the huge con—
course of people who had gone there
being attracted by the publicity?

SHrr SATISH CHANDRA : Sir, Gov-
ernment did everything that was pos-
sible.

MR, CHAIRMAN: What I feel in
this matter is that the Government
have expressed deep regret; they do-
not say that the Government can do
no wrong. They will take steps to
prevent such occurrences in the future.

SHRI B. GUPTA : Sir, it is all croco-
dile tears.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: No, no,
Gupta, are youlztears genuine?

Mr..
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f[PROPERTY OF EX-RULERS UNDER THE COURT
OF WARDS
*512, Surt P. C. BHANJ DEO: win
the Minister for STATES be pleased
to state:

+English translation,



