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COUNCIL OF STATES

Friday, 11th September 1953

The Council met at a quarter past
eight of the clock, MR CHAIRMAN In
the Chair

RESIGNATION OF SHRI N
SANJIVA REDDY

Mr CHAIRMAN I have to inform
hon Members that Shri Neelam
Sanjiva Reddy has resigned his seat 1n
the Council of States with effect from
15th September 1953

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO SHRI
PRITHVIRAJ KAPOOR

Mr CHAIRMAN I have to inform
hon Members that the following letter
has been received from Shri Prnithvi-
raj Kapoor

“Most respectfully I beg to state
that I have been on tour with my
theatre and shall have to keep on
like that till the middle of October
Hence I very much regret my in-
ability to attend the current session
of the Council of States I there-
fore, humbly request that my ab-
sence may very kindly be excused
Please convey my apologies to the
House”

Is 1t the pleasure of the Council that
permission be granted to Shr1 Prithvi-
raj Kapoor to remain absent from all
meetings of the Council during 1its
current session?

{No hon Member dissented)

Mr CHAIRMAN Permission to re-
main absent 1s granted

PAPER LAID ON THE TABLE

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR (GRANTS

FOR EXPENDITURE OF THE CENTRAL GGov-

ERNMENT (EXCLUDING RAILWAYS) FOR
1953-54

Tue DEPUTY MINISTER ror FI-
NANCE (Surt M C Snan) Sir, I beg
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to lay on the Table a statement
showing the Supplementary Demands
for Grants for expenditure of the
Central Government (excluding Rail-
ways) for the year 1953-54 [Placed
in the Libzary See No IV OI (72}

RESOLUTION RE STERILISATION
OF ADULTS SUFFERING FROM IN-
CURABLE DISEASES OR
INSANITY—continued

Mr CHAIRMAN We now resume
discussion on the Resolution moved by
Shrimat: Lilavati Munsh: on the 28th
of August 1953 Last time when we
broke up, Shr1 Hegde was speaking.
He will now continue his speech We
have had about 25 speeches on this
Resolution and I hope hon Members
will be brief

SHrt K S HEGDE (Madras) Mr
Chairman, on the last occasion I ex-
tended my support to the objectives
behind this Resolution It was at-
tempted to assail these objectives on
two points, first, on the basis that the
Resolution 1s opposed to the Hindu
Dharma Shastras and second, on the
theory of the Communist Plenty as
enunciated by my hon friend Shr
Sundarayya I submitted to the House
that while I am entirely at one with
the majority opinion i1n India that we
should accept the value of the Dharma
Shastras as the accumulated wisdom of
the past, I was unable to accept 1t as
infallible and not capable of being
changed by the conditions and chimate
of the times I was also submitting
that whatever the dicta might have
been, certain changes in them might
have been necessitated by what may
be called the erosion of time It would
be almost ruinous to the development
of society iIf we put ourselves in a
strait-jacket As such, I was pleading
with my hon friends who had tried
to take refuge under the Dharma
Shastras that we were putting the
Dharma Shastras to a use for which
they were not mtended 1 have also
tried to meet the argument of Mr
Sundarayya, namely, the doctrine of
plenty in a communist world Well,
Mr Sundarayya and his party are the
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[Shri K. S. Hegde.]
great protagonists of the scientific view
of life. With the greatest respect for
science, we have to admit that if there
is one thing that science has shown,
it is that there is an optimum yield
which the land is capable of yielding.

Sir, I would not develop these points
further but would only say that I have
very great admiration for the objec-
tives that lie behind this Resolution.
But when we come to its implementa-
tion, I foresee a good deal of difficul-
ty and danger. As was made clear
during the course of the debate on the
last occasion, what exactiy are incur-
able diseases is a matter of controver-
sy. What is an incurable disease to-
day might, by the progress of science,
become curable tomorrow. And in
addition to that, as my learned collea~
gue Shrimati Mona Hensman who
made a valuable contribution to the
debate has truly said, instead of try-
ing to find out these diseases, by this
method these diseases would go under-
ground because of the fear in the
minds of the people of being sterilised.
Her speech was pregnant with many
rich ideas. Apart from that, I am one
of those who believe that a govern-
ment must govern the least. We must
have only such laws as are absolutely
necessary. The growth of an indivi-
dual mainly depends on what we may
call his individualism rather than on
his being made just a brick or a piece
of mortar in the edifice of the State.
Of course, it is undoubtedly true that
the complexities of life have made it
increasingly necessary for the State to
encroach upon our individual rights to
a larger and larger extent. But my
feeling is that the State must en-
croach upon the individual’s liberty
as little as it possibly can. From my
own experience I know what happen-
ed during those days when rationing
and other compulsory regulations were
being enforced by the State. Many
people were unnecessarily harassed
and I fear there is large scope for
such things to happen if this measure
is enforced and people are com-
pulsorily sterilised. There is this defi-
nite danger to guard against and we
should resist all temptation that we
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may have to enact a legislation of the
type that we are discussing now. 1
would suggest something much better
than that. I would suggest that the
Government should provide facilities
in every one of their hospitals for
persons who are willing or anxious to
have themselves sterilised, Give them
the necessary facilities in your hos-

pitals. Make known widely by
propaganda the benefits that
accrue from these remedial
measures. I do know there is in-
creasing realisation at least among
educated circles to have a limited
family. There s alsp increasing

realisation that a man who is physical-
ly incapable of producing the best
child should not have a child. That -
realisation must be widely made
known and the people must be per-
suaded to feel the benefits thereof. In
addition to that, facilities must be
made available, in fact

(Time bell rings.)

In conclusion, Sir, I would appeal
that in the Community Project areas
and also in the development blocks,
the initiative must be taken by the
Government to give information and
facilities to the public who are desirous
of availing themselves of these bene-
fits to the maximum possible extent.

Mgr. CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Chandra-
vati Lakhanpal. .

Dr. P. C. MITRA (Bihar):
sterilised person can do the
ganda. :

Or the
propa-

Pror. G. RANGA (Madras): That
will do, he has already called a
Shrimati.

Surimari CHANDRAVATI LAKH-
ANPAL (Uttar Pradesh):
sMRAt  wITE SRAAQTS (IAT
q3W) : weme wEEw, NwA "+ ]
A TEIT F FI0 TE 9 Y & 5 ored
zw ¥ w27 fad W sEver gg Aty
Tl & ifsd safs § 37 FAT FER
F FTU ITH AT 97 TF TFTA
o &Y AT |/ Arwdy g2 F 79 v
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F gadA F@T g 1 AR, q@ aly
wrad & fF 997 AT F FIE O FTed,
afeFEret ama w1 frem e #51
UF WEEU snazasar g | A afe-
AT AT TTET FATH F 7167 FY I
FEFa §, WL, Aq, R AW
A W F IR OH HA(ET HIT WAFL
[t ¥ ifeq FAST AMFT FFIEAERIE
& sfor w1 3 g, afr W IR
AR I § fF T eregq ¥ -
Heur ® wagEs gfg 7@ W@ A
ag fafeaa & fF 3@ s ¥ R =w
Frarer F faea & e ¥ ey
1 AT A FT AFTOST E9 T TF
W =q7 & | A1Aq, 38 41T faeg™
ez § AT AT F IHT F 99T fae-
T 8% AT e g R oa srfE
yarer M Nfed § § FT A oF
T R AFTAET g=A17 F1 Ieafa
A FT FY & FT FAT W IR
A Tqeq AW AFTArSr gl g
gFdt § | afz ag wA A faa wg
f F=3 77 wrar 41 @, 4y AT
F A% F ATEY AT AT FT AT AL
@i, sfFa fex s ag a1 waar &
g, f@er I®r A T3 OWMAT T4V,
A AT kT v ¥ A
@ 41 9¥F q, #1237 (contact)
¥ a1 ST A A7Y g, AR 3T AT F FIT
THIX FT gF7 & fF a9 F qafes
T TGS RTE T "I frar
Y MI 7 F23 § | gafed 7 Tav
g gFar & fF =41 #1 9aF A1
faarstt &Y syifgar afy s¥d ? gg "
gy fF e 7 & qifeT wvar fyarsn
F T TEY @ FT § AR g T
% f S Avar frar &g Qo €, S =g
AT AT A FL AFA d HIA
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TSI FT WWTF FT FT A AN
3faq Z@ars & vy /, A7 @r=q
TTT & FA7 ¥, far foeyr ey
F HNT A IT FSA F OWTOT I
ZIm ? SR, 78 FEA FT A@TAFA
agr fF 7 FA9 AR @ FET
HATH & FIT T W AT TAT 97 |
AT FAT 3T F QAIT F I+ AT Y
FrardAar, afor-fiaar § 9 s=
affaal & ag7 st feard ¥ @
g foTeT a1 a3 q Ao wAT A
grar, fad 1 war frar =1 §Fa
H AT gy gdr | F3MBF, qeqq
FAqzFM R wa D aq-
fraa smifaat & @ifsy § 394 aga
T3 Hem § 1 afy TAR Fear ey
ZidY a1 ITRT ITAT FY AT GHAT 9Y o
AfFa 7 araFr 7zt g 5 afk ve @
T 1 ¥ fear W@, @ fF Ao
dte (T.B.) g, a1 399 difsg sxfwar
®Y gBI F(@T W & | A4, AT AT
F g7 97 faaz o safm 2o o
F AT FT FTFR FT FT qAT 2, 9
sfasam 37 Dirat FY ge1r 3 W § )
T9q AT AAY A AT FAT FEF
g fF Do o Faqrfya 13 11 safraar
#r & weqy fradt afgs 3 7 ag an
o do F AAM A FT24T §, IAF
74 7 7 3fryeAr (epilepsy),
FeT YT IO FTA & QT & FAAT F0
Hqeqr ¥, At uv wasx feafq gwey
TR ¥ JEAT € o7 F gw 3| 2
fF 27 sarew AR arder AfTEE F
geqr fFady FiF, FUS IF AT JA4T
2 1+, A ye T 5 310 mas safa
¥ gg snam A1 s gRdY & fF ag amA
F=AI AT G FOI, I TF IqAA
AR FY FfexaraT amier a9y g ?

1928
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[Shrimati Chandravati Lakhanpal.] '

ST, T IO WY geag 6 5 afg
g7 wAFT enfyal § dfga sufwal
F YL FE THMEE 7 FATE T4 AV I
AX TOIF F afae W F OF
WEFT|IQE | Ao, 39 faq gm0 @
X 9gq ATA(AATT AT AT FgA ¥ A,
Tga ¥ weedfes  (alternative)
qATd 9% 727 § & T4 | TS AN A
g1 fr feedas (sterilisa-
tion) IFFT TUA AG Few BN
F ffaT & aFrigs @ & FA IS
afgd AR ITF o7 Far o Arad &
& HY QAT A1gF | AR, § F&A
g § fF o somE o AT aga
¥ gem fag 19 9, sfes fom o
g & F v oY wiwy smar el
#$a% (impracticable), J=a
sarer AfpaTeRE I 5 I A AT |
A sF=eT /T TH AT F N A
IR K A ¥R I]H@E F TN
Z

HAq, fraT F T FN S0
TET =Sl A § HYT T3 A0 gAT
g, s 7 s FEAr g B ogEe
W F gL TET avel SfFaar #1 9m
uF I @y WY qaeT TE i, w8
zady wgms ¢ fF T 1 wg uw w0
F & T § WX TFT X OF FqS
saff g W1 W WEl W W
7 3§ T H@ER § ° Fw
ITF AN T FT HT IS AT
g g gior T I8 g ¥ afr g
gery F1 Farens = fewr v &y
THR! AL T TV FAFEAT U7 TIAT
gfg IT I 97 AT JT FA §
AT FME JET § A7 0yl

I
J
|
|
I
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» Sferdm g aifem e
AT § A @ #1E qg agi fr A
I FAEET | FTHY FY 2O AR @
W ¥ 3 #7 F9a7 AT @ AT
19 g FAT G JET | T gEqT F
gy A foam oY smedy fwd W@
g afx & 37T SR 34 Av & W
T g9 I § o1 FrET | g9ieq
® UF 9T FEHT ATAT €414 HAT ATEA
g1 9q & 337 q1qq @1 fam § W
g fF afs = @ #t I wE
FTE AT #, gt F 41X W,
a1 exfRTa @A T sagew g
g, 3fefasrs femdl (individual
liberty) T u® sefq smar g
W, § g w1 =15 § fiv safwea
W|IAI T w=S! A9 §, AT FARL
feursfes sizgam ( Democratic
Constitution) & 37 #t W
A T, IYHT JATE TGA FT HRATEA
W Fear § 1 feeg # qa AT g R
yfefaaere foadl ok aafem &1 =-
aaar aff garts #Y gRfa /& arer
IO F, q 4T A UETT FTHL HT
Fen M g e oAy asd few
¥ fott, Tt Sl & fod AR TSR
FEAOT K @A Il FT TFgeAAr
q¥, AfFT F TTBT 9% wHAS S
g7 R wgr S g fFoswd T
F IA(A, 97 AL FT Iovaes wiasw
AT W ¥ TEE W, TR §F TR
9%, TATH § AfFaanat gia 9%, gHE
& AT 9T fi7 Ly & | gAF AN
§ TS KT AT @AY § IF AGT E
feq T a@E &1 g FdaA
T Foafaca §) simar § fw ag 9%
=T F 9@ ¥ 0¥ Few 3T @ &,
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ST AT F ey 7 @qd § e
g 99 &1 W Afrera AF | A
TAfaa asT A1 WFﬂr faa oY wegror &
g a7 svawaw § B s gare 39T
* ¥yvaT AT Wﬁmaﬂ*’l’rwmﬁw\r
¥ gfga it s@rey A9 § 9% I
g TFFT FE T fF ¥ aue &
. GX A9 &y A dar #C 4% |
Sy safg q, a3y 9= ¥ TAT
ﬁqq?ﬁwtfa‘r@ﬁrﬁlgqﬂaﬁ
F g AT AATTIIA R, HAYAAT
qaft, gTU 3779y fq W wEE A+
&3 T {4 LAY 5 ¢ o ;

[For English translation, |
72.]

see Ap-

pendix V, Annexure No. ‘

|

SurI J. M. KUMARAPPA (Nominat- \
ed): Mr, Chairman, while I greatly
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appreciate the pains fhat the mover |,

has taken and her good intentions in -
moving this Resolution, I am sorry
to say that I find it difficult to give
support to it. The two special items
mentioned in the Resolution are in-
curable diseases and insanity and the
mover wants the Government to take
steps to sterilise such cases. We are
not quite sure, as it has been point-
ed out, which diseases are incurable.
The diseases which are declared as
incurable today are declared as cura-
ble tomorrow with the advance of
scientific knowledge. Similarly, on the
question of insanity, we do not know
whether insanity is a hereditary dis- .
ease. We know that people who are
normal tend to break down mentally
under the stress of circumstances in
daily life. Mental defectiveness is
also seen at birth. These types of
mental weakness due to biological in-
heritance which have been discovered
by science is of four kinds: the first
one is the child which is born as an
imbecile who continues to live and
behave as an infant even when he be-
comes an adult and is absolutely help-
less to help himself, then you have the
idiots, then the
then the morons.

feeble minded and .

j

of Adults
Mr. CHAIRMAN: And then?

1932

SHRT J. M. KUMARAPPA: Morons.
These are the cases of mental defect-
iveness and the latter two suffer from
deficient intelligence. They can do
simple routine work and can get on in
a simple environment. They have the
intelligence of a child of six or ten
but in all other respects they appear
as normal adults. It is also recognis-
ed that in the case of insanity, Freud

. was perhaps the psychiatrist who spent

a long time in the treatment of insane
Further we find that normal
parents sometimes give birth to an
abnormal child, that'is, a child which

is either an idiot or an imbecile, Now

in such a case the defective heredity
has to be traced back to his ancestors
three, four or more generations, and

i then perhaps you may find the person

from whom the child has inherited the
defect. So it seems exceedingly diffi-
cult to trace back cases of hereditary
mental defectiveness.

In the case of mental disorder we
notice that it often comes about in
adult life owing to brain injury, severe
strain, stress of circumstances, ete.

, Freud was one of the leading special-

ists in the treatment of mental dis-
eases. He came to the conclusion
after some years of experience in
treating cases of insanity that it is
difficult to cure chronic cases of in-
sanity in adult life. As insanity at the
earlier stage often manifests itself in

i childhood as behaviour disorders, suct:

children should be taken on hand and
treated in the child guidance clinic.
In this manner it was possible, he
maintained, to lessen cases of insanity.

So, there are many causes which
bring about insanity and it is not easy
to decide how the disease is trans-
mitted from one person to another. In
these circumstances, Sir, I believe, this
Resolution is not workable. We know
that it is exceedingly good in its aims
apd purposes, bvt from the ppint of
view of practicability, it falls short.
The objectives of this Resolution can
be realised to a large extent by in-
creasing facilities like isolation hospi-
tals, asylums and such other institu-
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[Shrt J M Kumarappa ]
tions for controlling the spread of the
disease and keeping the cases within
restiicted areas, 1t does not seem pro-
per to take so drastic a measure
Furthermore, for instance, in the case
of leprosy, supposing you do castrate
a person suffering from leprosy, that
does not mean that the man will not
pass on the contagion to persons who
come 1n close contact with him He
can still move about freely, infect
other people and spread the disease

This measure 1 am afraid 1s 1m-
practicable, and as the Health Minis-
ter pointed out in her eloquent speech
the other day 1t 1s not only impracti-
cable but also unscientific What 1s
declared as mcurable one day 1s
declared as curable the next day with
the advancement of scientific know-

ledge So I am sorry to say that I am
not able to give my support to the
Resolution

Dr S K BHUYAN (Assam) Mr

Chairman, Sir, we have great admira-
tion for the hon mover of this Resolu-
tion Mrs Munsh1t for her services
rendered to the country in the field of
cultural and social uplift, but I regret
very much to say that I cannot give
my support to the Resolution before
the House which she moved the other
day, because this Resolution 1s nega-
tive 1n 1ts aspects defeatist mn 1ts
character and revolting 1n 1ts concep-
tion Two hon lady Members in this

House, Mrs Alva and Mrs Mona
Hensman as well as the hon Health
Minister of the Umon have very

graphically and forcefully pointed out
their disagreement with this Resolu-
tion, and I am 1n full accord with their
views The hon mover has cited ins-
tances from America and Europe In
this connection Sir I remember a very
interesting story about Sir Ashutosh
Mukherjee Sir Ashutosh the Bengal
Tiger was pressed by an Englishman
to adopt a particular academic mea-
sure on the analogy of the practice mn
vogue in ©England Sir Ashutosh
Mukherjee roared out n reply “I am
not a politician myself but I have heard
politicians say that ‘India 1s India and
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England 1s England’'” Instead of
suggesting that incurables should be
brought to the operation table and

subjected to steriisation we would
have been thankful if the hon. mover
had suggested other attempts to be
made to remove incurable diseases
from the category of human sufterings
on the analogy of the humanitarian
and scientific organizations which have
been established 1n western countries.
Such a step would have been 1n fitness
with the 1deals of a welfare State which
India 1s aspiring to be On the whole
I personally wish that this Resolution
had not been moved here at all, be-
cause a large variety of 1deas and
thoughts have been evoked which 1t 1s
customary for India not to talk about
at all, especially 1n a mixed gathering
like ours The Resolution i1s also un-
workable and impracticable because 1t
will be difficult to detect all incurable
persons and also because 1t would be
difficult to find out the myriads of
surgeons who will have to be diverted
from their normal duties for the pur-

pose of effecting sterilisation At the
same time the word ‘incurable’ 1s very
elastic because a disease which 1s re-
garded incurable today may prove to
be a curable disease tQmorrow A
man who 1s suffering from an incurable
disease today may after some time be
completely immune from 1t as a result
of scientific treatment The whole
object of the Resolution would be
achieved, 1n my opinion, 1if prcspective
diseased parents are properly educated
in the consequences ot their unrestrain~
ed 1impulses by proper literature on the
subject and by house-to-house talks
That would prevent the multiplication
| of undesirable offspring in a non-
violent and peaceful manner by per-
suading the parents to refrain from
begetting undesirable children At the
same time I feel that 1instead of
subjecting the so-called incurable per-
son to the vprocess of sterilisation
‘ which will add to his suffering, 1t may
also be possible to sterilise his partner
of sound health who will not he sub-
| jected to the same degree of mental
and physical shock which will be 1n-
evitable 1n the case of the diseased
partener, because 1f a man, who 18
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suffering from an incurable disease, is
brought to the operation table he will
be confirmed in his sorry fate and he
will have no hope of life. The other
partner free from such incurable dis-
ease, if sterilised, will not be subjected
to any mental shock because she is
strong and healthy. 1 wish substitute
methods had been suggested as an
alternative to sterilisation so as to
attain the object in view. I would re-
quest the hon. mover to find out other
ways and means to prevent the growth
of diseased offspring by establishing
scientific institutions in the country.
In America, there is a very large
number of lunatic asylums or homes
for the treatment of the mentally
defective and such institutions must be
established all over the country in
India so that incurable diseases or in-
sanity might be absolutely eradicated
from this land. With these words I say
again that I cannot support the Reso-
lution moved by the hon. mover though
I believe that the ultimate objective of
this Resolution is sound.

Surr D. NARAYAN (Bombay):

st St AW (FFL) ¢ ATAE
gumafa o, =fmdr SemEdr @y |
W §ETd T@T £ SHE Jg b A
Fgiaft @y g@ W ¥ 99w
F1 fale FF @gr g § 1 A
¥ 7% AT a8 I7E § T QA T
2 % g2 9% g FTHEEE & ErAr
g #mifts ST AeAr & oSt & Sr
FI1704  (compulsion) fFar sttt
§ T8 AT @A AR A A S|
= oy 2 ag wafea & fx agf vs
& T T FTAT ST E, FEIAAA
FT WG #7197 A7 @18 | ITfasi= aaqrsr
FY 78 UF faarrdt gam w3t & 5 smd
gelr F4 AN o § X fam
AT ¥ F&AT q@dl & sA+ 9 gad
oI arfed v ag @At s adr
FT @2 3w fogw 7w 2fed
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7 s & srame smd 2 gw g ow AT
wEt § FIAT AZA | S RS FIH
T =BT AT § 98 AT B AMHA
FIAT AGT 3 1 T AT R S1FATA
FT &% & AT A ST 71 9@
| & qaAar § fr g e qaa &
73 aga afees @ 2

AT JAT FET & | AE ETART
oAt 7y € f fred oy §F 77 777 9%
f& saar WA = & A i
g, ¥ A g e g oy
AT AL qAd 3 W g A g,
qq | feam 9 & T qa dafor
By 2 o7 i Y By R § 1 arEd
& AF HTAT FAT § AT FE AT AGY
Mam f& 7 @ aomd § e 2@
g | zafmg ag #7 N fF &g
Ao smre § gg fEX F FAN
wfagama @t 2 & 9 gArT SFd
F Fae o afaenw & =1, faegema
¥ oEred AT TG TG CF AT
T aga a9y g€ & AW ag & T |
TOET &7 deT, gfEar s amrd
TE Feeqier ¢ A fowmw fF s
W W § F i 3w W g A
fs grriRfaw  fesisw (incurable
diseases) =Famg w5 g 1 afg o
ato (T.B.) &t &t (leprosy)
1 7 QT 7 T § @ IT J¥ JEL
3 3% o wezamen g v & 1 o
aro 1 FATL F1 @y & 1 g 2 At
9 (A & AT I [ALAT Z1 AT
g a%g afz 709 g a1 a9 anf 9%
A 93 @I\ aT A1 97 @A 7
AT A=A & 98 ThEl #r farg ®
FrEAr g | 9T &) e § ¥ 9§
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o Yo Z1, AT FATHY Y T I F),
g Nrarfegr 7qE F IAE T T W@
£ 1 g8 av ag i & foF 9 a8 ey
39 3T § F9 g1 AFAY & | AT FAHT-
Ha= feitay #Y 1F F2¥ & ) ST AT
gaga ft #fas (curable) fesfi-
3y {1 aga A S Wy At
g fmy fF g a9 T a@=ar | o=
#1 T 3 faad fF wrew o1 gm
st dar G £ 7/ fregw w0 arwa
PommE—AE Y §, wal dve-
feai & a5 #¢, g ¥ ag FT I Ay
g a8 ag TET & fr frmd s ==
FY g9 AZT T AFA, QAT AGT 2 AFA
&Y T ET 0% 1T H AT FEAT AT
g 723 § 5 foar o g=)y ¥ &0
aifgd, FeeEd WEEd OEew
(compulsory primary education)
g ) 3 WIS, FETAGL qTEHy QHAAA
I8 17 § 3fFT 97 704 ¥ qfed
f& ag sd a==ai F fawr 7= T
T 9Eq ! ag zafed Adr ¥ oasy
witF T q7 3 s 97 g
q FAE &7 F AG IM@A QA QER
Far ? a1 o fgeTa W s € AE
T 771 & 7 f5 zawmnfas fshdw
FT |

fly & SO T § ) IR
e fr g w3 fr, aga @ fady
i fww o7 fadw s § @ wsr
IR ¥ BIA FT IS FQT § | A
afs g7 drfal & anr 7 39 frdy
FTAT AT g (O FT TS AT
forTe AT | AT &Y BIRT T -
fidl F1 S TASTAT T § FH IaqHT
o # freee 2 1 afg 98 T

{ COUNCIL ]

I

|

|

of Adults 1938

2 a1 agq TB IATHT FT AT FH {Y
aFdr & a0 favesT #r 398 ¥ 7@
T@T & ) T avg ¥ gfg ey wE
fady = &7 @1 3 fowmaw o= femd
F Ty F9 A AN

FrEA FIg S F AT AR
7g 9% & f5 Wt 72l 7 ag s o
f& szaw fas (Divorce Bill)
AT TGT & ) A AV A% Fgal § R 97 I3-
N fao o1 Wr g O T TEqT A6
ATARGFAT & FT @A & ) T A
afz It ¥ ¥ feer | ATy € ar
qrdt & T A A | G § Y e
F AL G FArT 9rfeg faawt fE
zrfes S &1 afs o F A
faret #Y SwT 8 sy € @ fR] ST-
a9 § &, o W sread ¥ uwdr §
R qey A TIEAg ¥ gFA § ) ar
39 Y& 4T I€G WAl § I8
¥ g9 ® agy aqar | F e q7i
¥ Fgm & g8 sowr o e #7
YT § 39! 98 Y9 & & | a&)
F gEqrEl & w0 gUR A AE, A
a1 & ewfaww  dR I
srrfa &)

[For English translation, see Ap-
pendix V, Annexure No. 73.1

Sar1 H. D. RAJAH (Madras): Sir,
this Resolution which has been debated
very effectively in this House has 1is
supporters as well as its opponents.
My sympathies are with the first part
of the Resolution of Mrs. Lilavati
Munshi. I have gone through her
speech very carefully but I find that it
has a contradiction which cannot be
compared to any other contradiction.
The first part of the Resolution is very
clear. This nation must be made
healthy and strong, but for that pur-
pose what is her solution? The opera-
tive part is that Government should
take early steps to enforce sterilisation
of such parents as are suffering from
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incurable diseases or insanity. In order
to produce a healthy and strong nation
Government must take steps for steri-
lisation of people suffering from 1n-
curable diseases For once in my life
I have agreed with this Government—
the hon Minister Rajkumari Amrit
Kaur

Mr CHAIRMAN Only for once

SHrRt H D RAJAH She has very
cleverly and clearly put the proposi-
tion 1n this House the other day She
said that these new-fangled 1deas of
these urban people cannot have effect
1 a country which 1s predominantly
rural and when she says that America
and Britain are taking recourse to
such practices India cannot have them
on account of the fact that this coun-
1iry 1s not having even one doctor for
every 70,000 pcrsons whereas in Eng-
land or America there 1s a doctor for
every 300 persons Sir 1n Australia
and New Zealand even pre-natal at-
tention 1s given free to the women of
those countries The social responsi-
bility of those Governments 1s very
great The woman has only to go to
any doctor and consult him Her
whole pregnancy period 1s looked after
by the State and the State pays money
to that doctor for the attention he
gives to the lady concerned Are we
in such a position? Have you got
<nough resources or capacity or even
talent? Have vou got enough doctors
to attend to the needs of the people
as a whole? There 1s no such facility
available in this country, nor are the
resources of the Government of India
capable of meeting such a liability

Then there 1s a point which requires
seirlous notice What 1s an 1ncurable
discase” This has not been defined by
any doctor so far Things are chang-
ing day by day Science 1s advanc-
ing Fifty years before if a diabetic
patient were to get a carbuncle or
gangrene, he wrote out a will and pre-
pared himself for the visit of Yama
to take him to heaven or hell Now,
I know the 1nstance of a diabetic
patient who has lived for more than
20 to 25 years with the aid of that
marvellous medicine called Insulin
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Every day 1t 1s being administered and
even the diabetic patients are very
effective and they are hiving a normal
1fe But 1t 1s an incurable disease 1n
terms of Mrs Munsht's Resolution It
has not been cured so far, though steps
are being taken in America and other
advanced countries to find out whether
diabetes can be permanently cured

I have got a very good friend of
mine 1n Madras, a prominent figure,
who 1s engaged in industrial activities
as well as connected with colleges of
technology, suffering from leprosy Sir,
he has been treated by a famous
doctor—Dr Cochrane—and that doctor
has sad that leprosy 1s not mfectious
The face of that gentleman has chang-
ed during the last ten years Since he
has been under the treatment of Dr.
Cochrane, in fact, I have been seeing
visible improvements 1n the life of that
gentleman Are you to sterilise him?
Is this the way 1n which you can bring
about an effective cure for this over-
populated countrv? 1t 1s not possible
Then we should find out what should
be the remedy? The country s no
doubt over-populated, but the argu-
ment about over-population 1s not ac-
cepted by the Communist Party mem-
bers They say the country is not
over-populated, 1t 1s the social strue-
ture that 1s responsible for this trouble.
So the social structure must be chang-
ed Now, the social structure may be
changed by democratic means or by a
revolution Till  that period the
trouble 1s there Therefore we have
to find out some other effective me-
thods to combat this trouble I say
in all humility, Sir, that the Govern-
ment must mstruct all the hospitals
and clinics and other institutions under
their control that voluntary sterilisa-
tion must be given to those who are
prepared to accept that I know very
many instances mn Madras where the
middle class population—middle class
families, finding no means to eke out
their livelihood and finding 1t difficult
to make both ends meet, are taking
recourse to vasectomy Many of my
friends, who have four or five children,
have taken to vasectomy, But, Sir,
vasectomy 1tself 1s not very effective.
Doctors have not pronounced any final
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judgment on that and I will tell you 1n
this connection an interesting mcident
that took place in Madras. A very
big doctor who 1s no longer alive was
approached by a gentleman who was
having a child every year The
doctor wanted to oblige him Then
the doctor took him and, of couise,
with his consent performed vasectomy
But next year the same gentleman
came to that doctor The doctor ask-
ed him—‘why are you here?”’ He said
‘I am having the same trouble’ The
doctor asked ‘What 1s the trouble?’
The gentleman said ‘My wife deliver-
ed a child’ Then the doctor told
him ‘My dear man, I am soiry, I
operated upon the wrong person’ Well,
Sir, that being the case, I am not able
to definitely tell where this trouble
will end, how far this kind of an un-
natural method will help If we
adopt this Resolution there will be
this difficulty Adults may mean men
or women We have to compulsorily
adopt this course with regard to both
men and women, otherwise, as I said,
there 1S no guarantee that the child
birth will completely be prevented

Then, Sir, the practical suggestion
which I would make 1s this In this
country of ours Mahatma Gandhi1 was
preaching practical atfa.rs He knew
the conditions of our people There-
fore Sir, he disregarded the compara-
tively civilised groups and went to the
people as a member of the people Sir,
if you really want to have a check on
the growth of population, my sugges-
tion 1s that we must go back to Adam
and Eve 1e we must encourage
nudism Sir, in Germany, before
Hitler came to power there were a
number of nudist clubs and they were
having a deterrent effect on the
growth of population Hitler, being an
Aryan, wanted to have a two-pronged
drive He declared war on the nudist
clubs—by one method he wanted to
see that population was increased and
by the other method he wanted to kill
11s political opponents, namely, the
cews He adopted compulsory sterili-
sation He wanted the Aryan race to
ncrease and he also wanted to see
that his political opponents were aes-

[ COUNCIL ]

\
l

of Adults 1942

troyed. Sir, this weapon which Mrs
Munsh: wants to be adopted 1n this
country will be utilised against the
political opponents of this Fascist
Government Therefore I am totally
agaimnst this course which at no time
should be given in the hands of this
Fascist Government

Lastly, Sir, with regard to this
matter if any step 1s to be taken for
bringing about sterilisation, I would
suggest seriously for the considera-
tion of Government that any family
which 1s having more than three or
four childien should be compulsorily
vasectomised Then it becomes uni-
versal and there 1s no question of any-
body being singled out or ill-treated.
If this step 1s taken, there will be a
compulsory check on the population of
this country

SRIMATI
(Rajasthan)

SHARDA BHARGAVA

stet QT WA (TS
AT q=mer wgEd, 9 e Srar-
et Rt & e ¥ fagred s gdw
F fawa 7 A1 a8 70 fr ag ggm @
e ST g%aqTT #1 A Wra 39y
A g 'R & | 9 39 gEaT
q I8 a19 oET ot & Y o e
TE! & oI @Y T8 g&aTT FY 7T v
FH FI AT 3, mfed 4R I qearT
F fa Oy F A7 AEIEHAT 0T T
g

afgen a < gar wrA § R ey
faw afews arzma(medical scien )
frawsit 7 ag famam feord =1 o
frar & 5 F1€ o iy oY A @
Y srTer SR ST AT &1 awAr &
afz g drarfear s dar & o S
AGE AT AT gFAY & a¥ 3% 5
AT e fvar st g1 2 7 farfear
YT 7 T | qZ qAT AT gL &
AR T qES PF A QO qraAT & »
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ey ot g w7 afger wdsx AT
wrifgd fF 20 7 dmifar 18 smren
FIAF) QIR gnagFA @a &
f& wnorFe &r sqfe gfar @ o
AT SqTA § F AEA TG & G
g1

a0 N9 * gg wEA A g
fr A0 987 7 &t geqE @M F TE
MEX & gfewor o Ager ¥ @
g | S F Ay # Sy g A g wa
I ¥ ¥R qg fEEw A R
frsdy & f& et & w57 o 69T
(nurses) F FE swEear  TE 3
T FHTLY ATAT FTRIX &Y T & W
ZH 3T |y TEr #X 0% g fw ey
7 @w @ 3 HIT AT H A H
F=a7 420 g9 gHT FES g
TEI FL | T GATL TASET TIHL F
qrg 99 &7 AT w4 & fF gw waw
A F7 9T F1 TH TG HT T9H AT9-
@F FEAIAr FT TRA AG FL AR
iR aE I F A ad §gm I
ISt #1 QU FT FFA | F g 3@
wed &1 " At fwar o @ g &
aftarza (stecilise)  F@T TR
W T fgar @t I ¥ @ gAr
FAA U AG G AATE | g7 A TS
el ¥ foq 3@ € ag gF wra, wa
q ST HT FLAT EI00 | TE F1E G FH
T8 &, T Fraifaq A 7 g7 99-
wfir #Y SrazqAFAT FEAT | AT A
Tl W a9 § I WEL & SATATEr
@Y FaS Qo Fiaad g | I FLHTL FHAC
7 & WAy F AT ¥ fo7 Tger 9
T AT TFFY G L GRAT § AT
T GG & T F & a1 IAHT Flo-
aregr &) WY 97 AT wa § AR
qre f& a8 F1W EHTL 3 A OGS &Y
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FHM— HT: TH THRX FT FT7 F1EA
FaAr & swafeq €

zad wfafea o ag W wraer
g % e g% 39 weATd A FHw F
ST A IGFT I S@ET ST
#I IEHT N T AR gy §ag
A g1 FTAM | THEFIT qg §—
R 4T TEr A E—0F e A
afgT gl 4 3 w71 5 agy 7 ferar
ITH TEW TG FAA | F ATIY qg FEAT
=13t g 6 93 e s afgars
s wfrorgs #@W % fog dare
T8 W &, ¥ fewma & ok 2fkergy
FEM * f6d TwEx F g 9w
®ugqd & Y o A Fa
ar AT FAT 4R ANAS § F e
ATEHT AT ITF FIH A3 AT ITH
free e2fers FEm of ?
TS FTT ERN, WOES FET F
W & v folt @, et @y a5
Y qar F8 W fF 9qE A Ay g,
T AArd i AIRF R OAF B gEAr
g IT F HIX SAFT I ALY FTATAT
JET | FF AZ A R AE drard
sared 37 s A7 5 O ot
AT gEEeY B OATEA FUT—3T THIT
Fg FTGAT AT & AIT AL T I9H I
wd @y W (afe ag S 3 Ay
) 3g drdr & WTl 49T 1w
g R QAT a@dr &A@ A |
it S 7g A1gy § fr <Eferraas
FA F @yard wdd@ swalq wfasw 7
IqF Y AW A FW A wlasy
F ara qr wfasy § MI—q R
T FN—IT Fg9E R nF AR
sife arardY faar ¥ 3ad w1 oeare
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TR R A 9T arel &t A
A A 97 & afgw @gras g
Tafed Y a5 w8 & 5 o weama
FY T WEAAT &, I §, 9§ TN I
TS TSI FI TAT F AT § W G
AT R SR qWI IFLT AT )
afed ¥ 9 ¥ AT FTFET
N FX AfFgET  efeny w71
Fgam ¥ fEg g

IR & qIR W ST R ST aR
Fgr AT & 5 98 uw smrew AT
g 0y ofm ar @fergs w7
=1fed, & 98 ara THTL TEY FQT |
za% fad & oo qFg T UF IIE
HUF T FISAT AT g ) RE@T
a7 & FF Fd T aga o 9RT a9
7 g9 #7 a9g ¥ S g AR 1R
e § Tw i @ g ot AW
T IUFT F1E T4 AG! a1 THT | SE
9 TS @l $ 3W a1 § 5% a9
g4 dY 98 9¢ 39 X I0(S g TR |
ag gadr 9mre g g 5 g ane
S AT ST AT AT IRT 9§ AT
YT ot q9T ST gAY AT | IR A
1> gqwd & Far a0 s afeg
AR IGFT 37 FE F o 99
F o T IEIU T A § TG FaT
fo ga®r gorer A& &1 FwAr | IHH
T AT I AT F FEL IgD TH
FIFHT g T W Ag FAH AR
(sensible) & w1 § F F15 €9
WY TE AT 9T ) ST 99 ST #Y
el F fagr s av 4 98 oia
gY 3t grawdr X T IgH gL ATS &
gaT @ a%d 9 HX 98 T &1 FX
AT A | W SHH 99 &0 § qg
WY 727 GFIT AR AWNATILE | A AT
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ifrmAalaEwsadig &
e SfF FT J=A1 I & AR
BT qETETT sarey T At gt § ar
ez O atradt Fr w4 ey fFar
w17 ? % R w6 afk 97 oiRa
F T T Zrav a1 IgHT AT L AGY
FYAY | ATAT T IqH TITHIT H FT
st fF s @ ¥y faar a1 fF Hw
Agt gnr 3§ efeng s for
graT ar g ar R ST e @
FIFE oA & Iwd  wafafew
IgF QX FTEA FT AWl AaT JAQ &
ST |

aft A4 Ffgw wearadr @ #a1
g 4T AF FT W1T qgT WM § TW-
for &8 == #7 a1 ¥ =fgd
¥ ¥ ft g wgwa g frF gme
g @ it FAF § A 939 Fq dar
i g RAuAm T ag g fFgw
ag AT AT A qrad v St A F
73 fod arr §, 93 9= 9w 94
g1 9T §, 98 oUW oY 1 eefkerisad
FUEG | g9 T F 98 g a1 St 97
F “SAar FT A FRa & A4l
qg1 AT TSt AR T 9 I FT IW
AT e fagery § 7 W ¥ afgy
g amat &1 Crawews wETw fRa-
@9 a1 agT & ¥ser g 1 Ak 3
qaret A T AT FT FEAE T ar
g AT W TAFT ATIT FH SA
ST UF aga €1 SYEnl FIA g A
T §H BN AGETH F1 LT
FAF B N TGT AN § qfed IT AR
g3 Wi F ARA I FrAq § o fF
ofg® ¥ & aX gd § | AT g SAR!
R e #&F @ T A8 § |
¥ o wfed @F e @ efed
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w93 @ E

© ot ww Ay gg o e E g
aga A srarfegi ddY gt § W fE
I=8Y AE Y gwar & IR & oF “TAr’
# Aarey o § | Az v Ay a8 &
f 2wt & odY Ay € o f5 qfewe
¥ o=l QY € )

Dr. P. C. MITRA:

o dro o faay: ™ =60
EEARE ATl

SHrRiMATI SHARDA BHARGAVA:

st WA WA # agi ux
T Fgi & ¥ 7 Yo AW ¥ AT
RNAMOT A g & g7 S qT WS
afgT & 1 wre gw F § 15 o =W
AT & re AW gar § | gHW AW A
Y T oot QX avg & 93 foard
#1 o #1¢ A dquz (graduate)
¥ 7 T € R a) 95T a3 =8
AT o foam § 9 w0 AT X AT
gH IR FT JANT TRI gHT | FAT TE
a for wrr e 2@ & Ads gr@
It 5 427 W ITHRT W qg T g0
A H ag @ ATT FANT § qqAAT
agdt § f5 ag &t wow g 1o A
AT F FIX F Fgr TV § R sty
g M9Fs agd gk fawmT 3@ a®@
& qras s 2 faed 3797 9 ey Jar
g fFoaw N frd @ A Fvd)
T A oAy MAAT € o5 aw F Ay
3w A gy awdt § o R A wgT
F¥ @ (stage) ¥ =T AT § !
QST T TH 39 G F AATNA FT
efers #@ 7 a9 @1 F a1 98
aga & sfaa AR T=d FR
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# o uF 1T ag FAr AR §
fF & ga fagra #1 §Y frQet & 5 =2-
frarsdam 99 feg & 9 3g A
FAAR AT & foad FrpF qr ol
F IR fFar 913 1 39 A I=er
78 g for a9 wa o e #¢, T ™
ST & T F & o o wrd-afgAi
A a3t 3gwT qudw fear &, oF oar-
fe@za (association) =& faad
ggr FEFT 3 F e gro S
TM AT F ATTIFAT F G9F F AR
IMA T 74 9 # Al TR
7, annfx ) o7 fF F a0 qAY £ 9g @
wE) & 5 seaed SV ¥ oY 999 aga
m g R ararag fag 7
gt g fF ey wran faar ¥ v
T4 937 AG &) R ¥ TF AW I3
aaT & S & fed fr &fere-
ST FT T IBT oy wwfaq &,
AR TWHT IFA TATT T | A
¥ afgy At g S & A g
1t g F 7 999 37 veaw w1 I
F & ar afas I=37 Frar AI4AT 395
f& 3@ wX wagm &1 1 8% fafvea
qfsss ¥ agaedt ™ A AF TIT 8§,
T gqfr Q@ N TG G FwAr
ATH ERIT AT ARATHAT, forq 77 T gH
qBT qHAT & IIA IATHY Y &Y av
FI§ qTT AR I YT 39 TEQT F A
TTH GWTT 9% agT @A gV, gafed
§ s #7339 werd &
UG T H |
[For English translation. see Appen
dix V. Annexure No. 74.]

Sur:r V. K. DHAGE (Hyderabad)
Sir, I think there has been sufficier
discussion on this subject. I there

, fore move that the question be no

|

put.
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Surt B C GHOSE (West Bengal)
Sir, 1t appears that the hon Members
are suffering from the incurable habit
of continuously speaking on this sub-
Ject Now the proposal 1s to sterilise
this discussion itself

Mr CHAIRMAN So you want the
question to be put”

Tue LEADER or tae COUNCIL
(Surr C C Biswas) Sir, the maiter
has been discussed sufficiently, and
having regard to the opmions which
have been expressed in the House, I
suggest to the hon mover that she
might withdraw her Resolution

Mr CHAIRMAN It has been moved
“that the question be now put’

(After taking the sense of the House)

The closure motion 1s accepted I will
now ask Mrs Munsh: to make a reply
Mrs Munshi—on the operative part,
not on the preliminaries

SHRIMATI LILAVATI MUNSHI
(Bombay) Sir, there are so many
points raised m this debate and I hope
you will be a little lenient so that I
can take as many points as

Mr CHAIRMAN Only those which
are relevant So many Irrelevant
points have also been raised

SuriMATI LILAVATI MUNSHI I
shall drop these irrelevant points

Sir, first of all, I should like to ex-
press my gratitude to the Members for
keeping the debate on a high level
Except occasional lapsing into 1rrele-
vancy by one or two Members the
debate was quite free from vulgarity
and that 1s a matter for satisfaction I
also thank the Members who support-
ed my Resolution because their
support was spontangous in spite of
the known views of the hon Minister
I never expected that my Resolution
was going to be accepted straightway
My purpose was more to raise a de-
bate on a question like this so that
people at large and Members may be-
gin to think about the problem and
how to tackle this problem of persons
suffering from incurable diseases and
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msanity, and especially, what to do
with the children born to them and
how to tackle that problem My
Resolution was moie from the point of
view of children than from the point
of view of the people who are actual-
ly suffering, because anyway, they are
going to die sooner or later

AN Hon MEMBER Do not' say
that

SHRIMATI LILAVATI MUNSHI Yes,
Sir  Evely one of us has to die sconer
or later There 1s nothing derogatory
about 1t Well, Sir, T am glad that
even those persons who opposed the
Resolution on some ground or the
other have appreciated the principle
underlying 1t, as also the motive for
bringing forward such a Resolution,
Even today Sir I have found that
there are many people who have said
that the motive undeilymg the Reso-
lution 1s good, the principle 1s good,
but the Resolution 1s impracticable.
Sir even that much 1s enough for me,
because my purpose 1s served

Now, I shall deal with some of the
points raised 1n the debate First, I
shall take those common points which
were raised by the Members One
objection to the Resolution was that it
was not properly worded I can only
say, Sir, that I am not a lawyer and
English 1s not my language But if
Members could have suggested some
amendments to the Resolution, keep-
ing the principle intact, 1t would
have been very much appreclated
Last time also this Resolution was on
the agenda, 1t was circulated, and
those people who were interested mm
that could have said “All right, the
principle 1s good, but we are amend-
g the wording m this way” 1 the
principle 1s accepted, then I have no
quarrel with the words

Then, Sir, there were some frivo-
lous remarks made that baldness can
be an incurable disease and genius,
which 1s akin to madness, may also
come under the purview of such a
Resolution I have got very httle
time at my disposal and I therefore
do not want to go very extensively
mto them Such remarks bordering
on fippancy were made as a weapon
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against this Resolution and not as a
serious argument Then some people
opposed 1t on grounds of religion and
manv 1rrelevant remarks were made
like the purity of the race suffering
through the Sharada Act having been
passed quotations were given from
the Dharma Shastra the Gita and so
on and so forth The abswmidity was
self evident but respecting the old
age of the Members who made those
remarks I shall pass them by

Some opposed 1t on Party lhines On
the floor of the House the Opposition
has to play a part and so this Resolu-
tion also they had to oppose On a
Resolution like this they brought
forward their pet slogans like 1n-
creasing the production of food, the
poverty, the wrong policies of the
Government etec They talked 1rre-
levantly because no talking points
were given to them on a subject like
this and so they had to fall back on
the slogans In some countries thev
may like to increase their population
because they have got a vast area but
here our problem is different, and 1
can only hope that they will view this
problem of ours mn the hight of our
own circumstances and not as 1t 1s
done 1n some other countries I am
-one with them 1n saying that more
medical facilities especiailv  fo
childien should be provided Certain-
v it should be done but my only re-
gret 1s that with all her high 1ideals
our hon Minmster of Health will not
be able to provide sufficient medical
facilities at least in her or mn our
life-time and hke an ostrich we can-
not put our heads into the sand and
1gnore realities It will be only de-
«<elving ourselves and not solving the
problem

Then there were questions raised
as to what were incurable diseases
and at what point they became incur-
able That was the most relevant
question There was an apprehension
that it might be made applicable to
all and sundry or that 1t might be
made applicable only to men and not
to women That 1s not the case at
all If T had been allowed to finish

my remarks, I would have said that | normal married hfe
the question of what diseases should / unfortunately, medical
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be considered as incurable could be
decided only by competent medical
authorities  We are all laymen We
can only show our cleverness in rais-
ing a debate on some points So far
as this question 1s concerned, 1t should

be left to a committee of experts to
decide

What amazed me the most was that
some Members said that this Resolu-
tion would deny people suffering from
incuiable diseases and madness the
pleasure of having children They
talked about the parents of such
children, but what happens to the
children of such parents?” Did any-
body say anything about 1t? As a
matter of fact my whole emphasis
was on children The Resolution was
moved more on account of saving
children from such parents and sav-
ing the nation from the exhausting
cycle of having diseased people It
was suggested that those children
should be segregated after their birth
If such parents are going to be denied
the pleasure of keeping their children
with them after their birth and are
merely to have to bear the burden
of having them in the womb for mne
months then what 1s really the point
in allowing them to have children?
If the children of such people are
going to be segregated, may 1 know
how many children’s homes are pro-
vided by the State?” Not one If you
are going to segregate those children,
are you 1n a position to provide them
any asylum? Do you realise that
most of them turn out to be criminals
and become parasites on soclety?” How
many Members of this House includ-
mg the hon Minster will undertake
to adopt one or two of such children
and support them”?” Do you realise
that many of them become either dis-
eased or criminals of instruments m
the hands of beggars?

Please remember that when people
are sterilised, they do not lose their
power to enjoy married Iife That
should really satisfy all people We
are only preventing them from having
children and not from enjoying their
In this House,

opinion got
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mixed up with party politics.
only natural. On my part, I can say
that I had consulted many doctors
outside the House and they all consi-
dered my Resolution to be very useful

and humanitarian.

The most amazing part of the whole
thing was the hon. Minister’s speech
itself and the vehemence with which
she spoke and expressed her views
on the Resolution. Without advanc-
ing any arguments, she merely ex-
pressed pious hopes that more medi-
cal facilities, if provided, could he
I agree, but we all know fully well
that circumstanced as we are, we can
not provide sufficient medical facili-
ties in our life-time. She described
my Resolution as unscientific, imprac-
ticable and unethical. The hon. Min-
ister has as much claim to science as
1 have. The laws of many countries
that I have quoted will show that
there is public opinion behind such
a step. Otherwise, the Judges of the
Supreme Court of the U.S.A. would
not have given the judgement quoted
in my opening speech.

So far as practicability is concerned
I think my Resolution is much more
practicable and less costly than her

hoping to open some day sufficient
asylums, hospitals and children’s
homes. She asked me wherefrom 1

had my figures. I would have expect-
ed that she being in a better position
should have corrected them if they
were wrong. May I ask whether the
Government of India has any authen-
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Then she said that my Resolution
was unethical. Unethical indeed! We
send our soldiers to the battlefields.
and allow them to be killed or maim-
ed—that is ethical. But to try to save
the future generation and the nation

as a whole from contracting these-
diseases is unethical. She does not
mind being part of a Government

which maintains an army to use it
wherever necessary, but she would not
like to be part of a Government if it
passes a law by which the nation can
be saved. Well, Sir, she is my elder
and an hon. Minister, and so whatever
she says must be true, but there is.
no positive ethical standard in such
matters. These matters are to be
indged by the present generation in
the light of their experience.

There is always some prejudice
against any new thought in the begin-
ning. When vaccination was intro-
duced, people protested against it.

. When the practice of Sati was stopped

tic figures as to how many lepers, how '

many T. B. patients and how many
insane people there are in this coun-
try? So far as T. B. is concerned,
even if the T. B. beds are quadrupled,
as we arc told has been done, we
won’t be able to tackle this problem
and quoting her own words it will be
merely a drop in the ocean. How
many people can afford the cost of
treatment? And even if T. B. patients
get cured in the clinics, many of them
get desperate—I have of such
cases—because they cannot go to their
normal work and cannot keep their
body and soul together.

people agitated against it. When
zamindari was abolished, people pro-
tested against it. That is very recent
history. People oppose the Hindu
Code Bill being passed into law. We
did not and do not listen to these
protests, but enact our laws in the
best interests of the largest number
of people. But when it comes to say-
ing children and the nation from
disease and insanity, we cannot do it
because people are going to protest
against it.

When God said, “Procreate and
multiply”, there were only 8 healthy
people in this world, but today there
are 2,600 million human beings in the
world and 360 million in India alone
and in a few years’ time many more
will be added to this number. On our
part, whenever we go to a temple or 3
church, we generously give a leper or
other diseased persons who are sitting
on the way side a pice or two and we
hope that we shall be going to heaven
in our next birth. Well, Sir, I do not
think there is any place for such as
me in that heaven. Sir, I will not
take more than two or three minutes.
Whether you wish it or not, the world
is going towards family planning and
our great men are supporting it. [
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came across one magazine, the famous
‘Economist’, and commenting on fami-
ly planning in India the ‘Economist’
of August 22nd, says about the con-
ference that was held at Bombay:

1

“The solution is still remote; but
at least the myth of the insuperable
barrier, the irrational and universal
fertility-cult, can be regarded as
officially discredited in India. One
could easily make a list of countries
in which any international confer-
ence on family planning would be
banned outright; India welcomed
it. One could make a longer list of
countries where such a conference,
even if tolerated, would certainly
have to get on without the outspoken
moral support of the Prime Minis-
ters, Vice-Presidents, and Com-«
manders-in-Chief.”

—which they got here—

“It is true that the official Indian
noliecv of Dbirth control makes a
cautious compromise with religious
susceptibilities; but few countries
go so far as to have a positive offi-
cial policy at all. And among the
fortv papers reproduced in the re-
port, ranging from the most gener-
al discussion of population problems
to the most technical accounts of
current medical research, there can
be found surve¥s of opinion and
cultural attitudes which provide
solid, though necessarilv limited,
evidence that the minds of the ordi-
narvy people of India, as well as
their statesmen’s, are accessible to
the common sense of family plan-
ning.” :

I know I am running against time.
In winding up I will say that a nation
is built, not by its number, but by the
quality of healthy and vigorous peo-
ple who represent it and who are
able to build it up. At the moment
we are overburdened with unhealthy
people. Let us prevent a further rot
and prevent innumerable unborn
children being born who, if born,
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would start life with a great handi-
cap.
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Mr. CHAIRMAN: Are you with-
drawing the Resolution?

SuriMATI LILAVATI MUNSHI: In
view of the hon. Minister’s asking me
to withdraw the Resolution, I think
my purpose is served by having this
debate here. 1 beg leave to with-
draw the motion.

The Resolution was, by leave, with-
drawn.

RESOLUTION RE STEPS TO DEAL
WITH UNEMPLOYMENT, FAMINE
AND FOOD SCARCITY

Mgr. CHAIRMAN: Next is Mr. K. C.
George’s Resolution.

(Member absent.)

His Resolution drops.
Next is that of Mr. Imbichibava.

Suert P. SUNDARAYYA (Madras):
Sir, he has authorised me to move it.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You may move it.

SHr1 P. SUNDARAYYA: Sir, I move
the following Resolution:

“That this Council is of opinion
that Government should take im-
mediate steps to relieve the situa-
tion in the country arising out of

unemployment, famine and food
scarcity.”
Mgr. CHAIRMAN: 30 minutes for

Mr. Sundarayya and 15 minutes for
every subsequent speaker.

Surr B. C. GHOSE (West Bengal):
On a point of order, Sir. Who is the
Minister who will be responsible for
this Resolution?

Mgr. CHAIRMAN: We have a
number of Ministers here—Health,
Law and Food—they are all there.
Food scarcity—Dr. Deshmukh; Un-
employment—everyone is there,
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