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costing Rs. 61,000 are, however, vacant

at present but proposals for suitably
utilising these are under consideration.

(d) No new construction on account
of this shifting of office work was
found necessary.

EMPLOYEES OF THE DARJEELING Hima-
LAYAN SECTION OF THE N.E. Ramnnway

*246. Dr. RADHA KUMUD
MOOKERJI: Will the Minister for
Ramwways be pleased to state:

(a) whether the scales of pay of the
railway staff employed on the Darjeel-
ing Himalayan section are the same
as the scales of pay of the staff em-
ployed on the Assam section of the
North Eastern Railway; if not, the rea-
sons therefor; and

(b) whether it is a fact that the ser-
vice rendered by the staff of the
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, before
that Railway was taken over by Gov-
ernment is not being recognised by
Government; if so why not?

Tue DEPUTY MINISTER ror RAIL-
WAYS anp TRANSPORT (Surt O. V.
ALaGcESAN): (a) D.H. Railway staff on
re-employment under Government
were fixed in C.P.C. scales which are
uniform throughout the N.E. Railway.

(b) The service has been treated as
continuous for purposes of Provident
Fund, Special Contribution to Provi-
dent Fund, leave, passes etc., but not
for seniority vis-a-vis staff of the
ex-Assam Railway.

Post OrFices, TELEGRAPH OFFICES AND
BrancH Post OFFICES OPENED IN
HIMACHAL PRADESH

116. Sur1 C. L. VARMA: Will the
Minister for COMMUNICATIONS be pleas-
ed to stete:

(a) the number of new Post Offices,
Telegraph Offices and Branch Post

Offices opened in Himachal Pradesh
from the 15th April 1948 up-to-date;
and
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(b) whether it is a fact that the
Telegraph Offices in Kotkhai and Jub-
bal have not so far been completed; if

so, when they are likely to be com-
pleted?

Tueg DEPUTY MINISTER ror COM-
MUNICATIONS (SHR1I Ras BaHADUR):
(a) Sub-Post Offices opened—3 in-
cluding one combined sub-office.

Branch Post Offices opened—45 and
in addition 11 sanctioned for opening
in July and August but date of open-
ing not yet known.

Telegraph Offices—3.

(b) Yes; efforts are being made to
have the offices opened before end of
this year.

FoobGRAIN PRrICES IN HIMACHAL
PRADESH

117. Sur1 C. L. VARMA: Will the
Minister for Foop AND AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
of the fact that there is great resent-
ment amongst the public of Himachal
Pradesh on account of the high prices
of foodgrains prevailing in that State;

(b) what are the wholesale prices of
wheat in Himachal Pradesh, Punjab
and Patiala and East Punjab States
Union; and

(c) whether Government propose to
subsidise the wheat prices in Himachal
Pradesh?

Tug MINISTER rFor FOOD AnD
AGRICULTURE (SHrRI RarFr Anmad
Kipwar): (a) A representation was re-
ceived from the Himachal Pradesh
Government regarding imported wheat
allotted to them earlier in the year.
Subsequent allotments have been made
only from PEPSU and Punjab.



