[12 August, 2005] RAJYA SABHA

Need for initiating diplomatic efforts for permanent
seat in U.N. Security Council
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SHRI E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, |
associate myself with the special Mention made by my friend, Mr. Azmi.

Demand for continuation of the CGHS for the Retired and
serving government employees in the country

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN (Kerala): Sir, the Central Government
Health- Scheme (CGHS) is on the verge of closure. More than 45-lakh
servicing employees, 5-lakh pensioners, former Governors, freedom
fighters, Ministers, Judges and Members of Parliament are the
beneficiaries of the CGHS. It is serving in 24 cities. Sir, the CGHS is
havirig 246 dispensaries, 19 polyclini¢s, 18 laboratories and 86 ISM
units in the country. The annual Budget of the CGHS is Rs.6G0 crores.

It is reported in the newspapers that the CGHS would be replaced
with "Health Card" through insurance companies. Whereas, the insurance
sector has already been privatised. The Government has allowed 84 per
cent FDI in insurance sector. Hence, the "Health Card" would be a
hounding ground for corporate and multinational insurance companies.
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