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Goal for providing drinking water to all 

*37. PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Will the Minister of DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that Government had assured the nation that every human habitation 
in the country would get clean drinking water by the end of 2007; 

(b) whether this goal has been achieved; and 

(c) if not, the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION (SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH): (a) to 
(c) The Xth Five Year Plan (2002-2007), had targeted to provide all villages with sustained access to 
potable drinking water within the Plan period. 

As on 1.4.2011, as reported by the States on the online monitoring system of the Ministry, out 
of the 16,64,186 rural habitations in the country, 11,86,827 habitations are fully covered and 4,77,359 
habitations are partially covered with potable drinking water supply. 

The NSSO 65th Round survey of 2008-09, reported that 90.3% of rural households have 
access to drinking water from improved sources. 

The reasons for not fully achieving the goal, include slipping back of habitations to partially 
covered status due to drying up of drinking water sources, lowering of ground water table; drinking 
water sources becoming contaminated due to natural and man-made causes; water supply systems 
outliving their life; systems working below rated capacities; poor operation and maintenance of 
systems; increase in population and emergence of new habitations. 

Review of works executed under the rural development programme 

*38. SHRIMATI VIPLOVE THAKUR: Will the Minister of RURAL DEVELOPMENT be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether Government has reviewed or proposed to review the works executed under the 
rural development programme during the last two years and the current year; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 


