
RAJYA SABHA [22 August, 2005] 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We shall now take up the Enacting 
Formula. There is one amendment by Minister. 

ENACTING FORMULA 

SHRI LALU PRASAD: Sir, I move: 

"That at page 1, line 1, for the word "fifty fifth" the word "fifty-

sixth" be substituted." 

The Enacting Formula, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

The Title was added to the Bill. 

SHRI LALU PRASAD: Sir, I beg to move: 

"That the Bill be passed." 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned for lunch for 

one hour. 

The House then adjourned for lunch at twenty-five minutes past one 

of the clock 

The House reassembled after lunch at twenty-eight minutes past two 
of the clock 

[MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair] 
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, this is discussion on the 

recommendations of the Railway Convention Committee on the Payment of 

Dividend. 6���  c	* �� �� ' *!+�� P�
 0 8 
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SHRI N. JOTHI (Tamil Nadu): When the Cabinet Ministers reply to the 
debate, they speak as if they are speaking from a public platform. What is 
wrong, if a Member is speaking in such a manner? 
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Pr� � �� sिa@ �� �हU�	&\� ह� 8 $�7���� ह� �ह ��� ��� –
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SHRI N.R. GOVINDARAJAR (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, I 

thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak on the 

recommendations of the Railway Convention Committee. Sir, the 
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recommendations of the Railway Convention Committee need to be 

appreciated and the scope of the recommendations should be widened 

and permanent measures are envisaged. Sir, in para 39, the rate of 

dividend is recommended at 6.5 per cent inclusive of the amount 

payable to the States in return of the passenger fare tax and States 

acceding to Railways for safety works. Sir, in these recommendations, 

the percentage payable to the State Governments has not been 

recommended. I appeal to the hon. Railway Minister that the States 

should get 3.25 per cent out of 6.5 per cent. In addition to that, the 

allocation of funds by the Railways should be on the revenue earned 

from the State coupled with population of the State. The State 

Governments are burdened to share the cost of certain works such as 

building overbridges, etc. In such matters, the Railways should not 

overburden the States since the States are already under financial 

crunch. The Railways should also consult States regarding allocation 

of schemes such as electrification, gauge conversion, doubling the 

tracks, etc. based upon the revenue earned from particular States. Sir, 

the metro rail is not in proper shape at Chennai. It should be 

implemented without the participation of State funds by utilising the 

revenue earned by the Railways. With these words, I thank you, Mr. 

Deputy Chairman. 
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SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD (Karnataka): Thank you, Mr. Deputy 

Chairman, Sir. I rise to support this Amendment Bill, 2004. Sir, the 

Railways, being one of the largest public sector undertakings of the world, 

with the wonderful network in the country, deserves all the compliments 

from all of us because when the ...(Interruptions)... 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: This is a Resolution, not a Bill. You said 'Bill'. 

SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Sorry, Sir. This is a Resolution. Sir, in this, 

they have said to utilise the excess land of the Railways, the utilisation of this 

excess land should be utilised for the purpose of the 
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railway workers who have been working in the Railways for the past so 

many years. In some of the areas, even the Railway quarters are in a 

very bad condition. They need updating right from the residential to all 

the other necessities. The problem, here, Sir, is that whenever the 

Railway Budget is presented, we discuss the things threadbare. We 

suggest so many things to the Railway Minister and the Railway 

Ministry. But, when we complete our terms, hardly do we find anything 

implemented, whatever we had said. Sir, my point is, the Railways is a 

symbol of national integration. Right from Kashmir to Kanyakumari or 

Kutch to Kohima, we have a railway line which connects people, which 

carries people from one end to the other. The other day, when we 

were discussing the Bill, I heard some of the Members talking about 

cleanliness at the railway stations. Let me tell you, Sir, this is my seventh 

year in the Parliament, in the past ten years, we have seen different 

trains also, but the way Lalu Prasadji has taken up the cleanliness of 

the railway stations, is remarkable. This is the first time that he thought, 

the Railway Ministry thought, giving improtance to the cleanlines at the 

railways stations and the railways. Likewise, Sir, there are some major 

issues with regard to connecting railways. In the morning also, during 

Question Hour, they were discussing about the Mahamastaka-

abhisheka of Gomateshwara, in Karnataka, where, still, one of the 

oldest monuments of the world is located. There is no proper railway 

connection to this place. Though, way back in1960, the then Railway 

Minister, Mr. Poonacha, had sanctioned the railway line from Bangalore 

to Mangalore, via Hassan, that has not been completed for so many 

reasons. Today, during Question Hour, the Minister, Mr. Jaipal Reddy, 

told the House that he had allocated about Rs.74 crores for the 

development of this Centre, especially, the Belur and Helebid, where 

the Gomateshwara is located. Since the Minister is here, I also urge 

upon him to take advantage of railways, because they are laying tracks 

from Bangalore to Hassan, if they come up with some hotels in these 

places, because from Gomteshwara to Hassan, it takes almost 80 

kilometers. If they build up some of the yatri niwas, eithere from the 

Railways or from the Tourism Department, it would be beneficial for 

many of the people because people come to this place from all over 

the country during he Mahamastaka-abhisheka because it is a unique 

sculpture which is there in that part of the country. ...(Interruptions)... 

Yes, Sir, it is a unique place because this place is known as Belur- 
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helebid, which is very popularly known in Karnataka and which is 
attracting people from all over the world. So, while the Railways is 
laying tracks from Bangalore to Hassan via Channarayapatna, my 
request is, from Irisadu, they should have a track till the Belur-Helebid, 
so that people can reach that place from any part of the country. Up to 
Bangalore, you can find a broad gauge, let me tell you, Sir, way back 
in 1991, when the Railway Ministry, under the Ministership of Mr. Jaffer 
Sharief and the former Prime Minister Mr. Narasimha Rao, took the 
decision of uni-gauge policy in the Railways, the most beneficial States 
were Rajasthan and Karnataka, because these two States were lagging 
behind in terms of railway tracks. I have seen it. I have travelled all 
over the country. Whenever I visit Uttar Pradesh or Bihar, I see railway 
tracks everywhere. But if you visit Karnataka, you will hardly see railway 
tracks there, or in that part of the country. It is already 15 years of 
developing these lines, but we are unable to convert metre gauge from 
Managalore to Bangalore. It has come up to Sakleshwar, but it has to 
cover another about 300 KMs. I do not know when they are going to 
cover it. It is a major district, which has to be connected, because 
there is a port also. A lot of iron ores are exported from Hospet. We 
have no direct railway route to harbour. So, all the iron ores are 
transported by roads. Most of these roads—Mr. Muniappaji is also sitting 
here—have vanished, I can say, because huge trucks carry these iron 
ores. Roads are almost vanished. It is high time the Railway Ministry 
acted upon this to implement Mangalore-Bangalore railway line, so 
that people and business traffic can also be benefited. With these 
words, I support this Resolution. 
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The question is: 

"That this House approves the recommendations contained in paras 

39,40,41, 42,43,44, 45, and 46 of the Second Report of the 

Railway Convention Committee (2004) appointed to review the rate 

of dividend payable by the Railway Undertaking to General Revenues 

etc., which was laid on the Table of the Rajya Sabha on the 29th 

April, 2005." 

The motion was adopted. 
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, we will take up Short Duration 
Discussion on striking down of the IMDT Act by the Supreme Court. Shri 
Pramod Mahajan. 

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION 

Situation Arising Out of Striking Down of IMDT Act by 

the Supreme Court 
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