No time limit for commencement of construction work can be committed at this stage as the same

depends upon firming up of project alignment and availability of land.
Setting up of Polytechnics

762. SHRI BHARATSINH PRABHATSINH PARMAR: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Railways has decided to set up five polytechnics in the country, including one

at Rajkot under MoU with the Ministry of Human Resource Development;
(b) ifso, the details thereof, State-wise;
(c) ifso, by when they are likely to be set up; and
(d) the expenditure earmarked to be incurred for setting-up of such polytechnics ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI): (a) and (b)) Ministry of Railways have identified five locations for
setting up Polytechnics, namely at Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh), Machlandpur (West Bengal),
Vadodara (Gujarat), Bhilai (Chhattisgarh) and Hubli-Dharwad section (Karnataka).

(c) Setting up of Polytechnics involves co-ordination with/approval of various other

agencies. As such no time limit can be prescribed.
(d) Atpresent no funds have been earmarked.
Trains from Saurashtra to Kolkata N.E. Region

763. SHRI BHARATSINH PRABHATSINH PARMAR: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Saurashtra region of Gujarat has very low/inadequate train
facilities and representations have been made to the Ministry for operating new long distance

trains from that region;

(b) whether the Ministry has received representations from various public organizations for

operating such new long distance trains for Kolkata N.E. region from that region;
(c) ifso, the action taken thereon; and
(d) ifnot, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKD): (a) to (d) Trains over Indian Railways are not introduced on

state-wise basis.
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Representations  from  Hon’ble Members of  Parliament/Ministers/organizations/
associations/different levels of State Government, including that of Saurashtra region of Gujarat
etc. are received at various levels of railway administration. These are examined and action as

found feasible and justified, is taken.

Iltis proposed to introduce 12949/12950 Porbandar-Santragachi Kavi Guru Express (Weekly)
during 2011-2012.

Train accidents

764. SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) the strategy and precaution being taken by Railways to prevent train accidents in
future;

(b) the details of the number of accidents, loss of life and property in the accidents during
last one year; and

(c) the number of cases wherein cause of accidents have been found and the action taken
thereon?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI): (a) Safety is accorded the highest priority by Indian Railways
and all possible steps are undertaken on a continuing basis to prevent accidents and to enhance
safety. Strategy of the Indian Railways for accident prevention include progressively achieving
reduction in accidents attributable to human failure by way of introduction of modern technologies
and devices and mechanization of maintenance. Safety measures taken by the railways include
timely replacement of over-aged assets, adoption of suitable technologies for upgradation and
maintenance of track, rolling stock, signalling and interlocking systems, safety drives, greater
emphasis on training of officials and inspections at regular intervals to monitor and educate staff
for observance of safe practices. Safety devices/systems being introduced to prevent accidents
include provision of Block Proving Axle Counters (BPAC), Auxiliary Warning System (AWS), Fog
Safe Device, Vigilance Control Device (VCD), Train Protection and Warning System (TPWS),
Train Collision Avoidance Systemn (TCAS )/Anti Collision Device (ACD) etc.

(b) During 2010-11, 93 consequential train accidents consisting of 5 collisions, 80
derailments, 5 manned level crossing accidents, 2 cases of fire in trains and one miscellaneous
accident, took place on Indian Railways. 250 persons lost their lives in these accidents in 2010-11,
out of which 180 deaths took place in the derailment and collision of Jnaneswari Express on
28.05.2010 near Kharagpur caused due to sabotage. These figures do not include cases of
trespassing at unmanned level crossings caused due to negligence of road vehicle users. Loss to
railway property in the above 93 consequential train accidents has been estimated to be Rs. 71.93
crore (approx.).
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