. In view of limited availability of indigenous coal, Power Ultilities were advised to import
35 Million Tonnes (MT) of coal for the year 2011-12. In addition, 20 MT coal is being

imported by thermal power stations designed on imported coal.

. Ministry of Coal has been requested for increasing indigenous coal production.
. Possihility of overseas mining and long term tie up for import of coal are being
explored.

Scheme to attract youngsters to S & T stream

Q09. SHRIAALJINNAH:
SHRI SHIVANAND TRVARI:

Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is urgent need to attract youngsters to join science and technology
stream in order to counter the rapid strides of China and other developing countries and to

promote high quality research to secure country’s future; and
(b) if so, Government’s plans in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (SHRI
ASHWANI KUMARY: (a) and (b) Yes Sir. In order to promote scientific attitude among children,
attract students to study science and pursue careers in research, the Department of Science
and Technology under this Ministry has initiated two inter-related schemes namely ‘Innovation in
Science Pursuit for Inspired Research (INSPIRE)’ and the Scholarship for Higher Education
(SHE)" in the current Plan Period. The main features of these schemes are i) to attract one
million young innovators in the schools; ii) to provide exposure to youngsters with global science
leaders; iii) to offer scholarships for bright students in science stream during their B. Sc./M. Sc.
Courses; and also iv) to provide an assured opportunities for proven talent forces for pursuing
doctoral and post-doctoral research. All these initiatives are aimed at generating interest in youth
to conduct more and more research and produce valuable results towards countering rapid

strides of other countries.

Apart from these, a number of ongoing schemes are also in operation by these Ministries in
the form of Programme for Young Scientists and Fellowships like Swarnajayanthi Fellowships,
Shyama Prasad Mookerjee Fellowships, KS Krishnan Fellowships, Ramanna Fellowships and
J.C. Bose and Bamanujam Fellowships for practicing young scientists and technologists, and
CSIR programme on Youth for Leadership in Science (CPYLS), Diamond Jubilee Research
Interns Award Scheme, Junior/Senior Research Fellowships (JRF/SRF), Biotechnology Post
Doctoral Research Associate-ship and Overseas Fellowships , Kishore Vaigyanik Protsahan

Yojana (K\/PY), Mational Science Olympiad Programme etc. for attracting and retaining young
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talented students in R&D. In addition, the young scientists including students have been
exposed to new technologies through schools, workshops etc. to encourage them to discover
and/or experiment on new technologies including the emerging fields like Nano-science and

Nanotechnology, Biotechnology etc.
Impact of nuclear disaster in Japan

910. SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI BUPALA: Wil the Minister of SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the action taken by the Ministry to carefully and scientifically check the

impact of recent Japan nuclear disaster on our country;

(b) whether the Ministry has conducted any study in this regard particularly for Gujarat

and if so, the details thereof; and
(c) whether the Ministry has suggested any remedial steps in this regard 7

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHMNOLOGY (SHRI
ASHWANI KUMAR): (&) to (c) The information needs to be collected from Department of

Atomic Energy and will be laid on the Table of the House when received.
Promotion of indigenous research projects

911. DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is pursuing indigenous research projects rather than to execute

projects for foreign multinational companies in science and technology;
(b) if so, the details thereof during the Eleventh Five Year Plan; and

(C) the present status thereof for the remaining Eleventh Five Year Plan period especially

in the rural areas?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHMNOLOGY
(SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR): (&) Yes Sir. The projects that are supported by the Government are

for pursuing indigenous research only.

(b) Government has been providing enhanced levels of Extra-Mural Research (EMR)
funding in the consecutive Five Year Plans and several steps have been taken in the Eleventh
Five Year Plan to rejuvenate indigenous research in the country. On an average about 3600
indigenous research projects were sanctioned per year during the first 3 years by all the funding
mechanisms of the Government. Apart from its on-going programmes, the Ministry of Science
and Technology has mounted several proactive land mark initiatives emphasizing the

promotional and developmental roles while creating new structures for continued support to
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