(c) whether Government proposes to enter into any contract for the purchase of coal mines

outside the country so as to ensure uninterrupted supply of coking coal used in the steel plants; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL (SHRI BENI PRASAD VERMA): (&) Mo, Sir. There are constraints
in availability of requisite quantity and quality of indigenous coking coal for steel industry of the
country, due to which the domestic steel industry imports coking coal from various countries to fulfil

its requirement.

{b) to (d) The Govemment is encouraging formation of joint ventures between steel
companies for the purpose of acquisition of coking coal assets abroad. As an initiative of Ministry of
Steel, Government of India has set up International Coal Yentures Limited (IC\/L), a Joint Venture
Company with Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL), Coal India Limited (CIL), Rashtriva Ispat
Nigam Limited (RINL), NMDC Limited and Mational Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) as its
promoter companies, for acquisition of coking coal assets/companies abroad for meeting the current

and growing requirement of coking coal of PSU steel plants.
Appointment on compassionate ground in BSP
3904, SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU @ Will the Minister of STEEL be pleased to state:

(a) whether many cases of appointment on compassionate grounds are pending with the

Bokaro Steel Plant (BSP) for the past fifteen years;
{b) ifso, the details thereof along with the reasons therefor;

(c) whether any time limit has been fixed by Government to expedite the said pending

cases; and
{d) ifso, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL (SHRI BEMI PRASAD VERMA): (a) to (d) Mo, Sir. At present there
are no cases satisfying the eligibility criteria pending for compassionate appointment at the Bokaro
Steel Plant. Compassionate employment to the nominated dependant of the concermned employee is
provided subject to fulfilliment of stipulated conditions in terms of the guidelines and extant procedure

for dealing with compassionate cases.
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