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Adult Iiteracy among disadvantaged sections

2079. SHRI ALA, JINNAH:
SHRI SHIVANAND TIWARI:
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the achievements of the programme started to improve adult literacy among the

disadvantaged sections of the society; and
{b) the number of districts likely to be covered during the year 20117

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURGE DEVELOPMENT
(SHRIMATI D. PURANDESWARI): (a) and (b) Saakshar Bharat is the programme launched by the
Government to improve the adult literacy specially among the SC, ST, Minority and other
disadvantaged groups of the society. As per reports received from States, Adult Education Centres
have been set up in 75,579 Gram Panchayats. Survey has been completed in 14 States. 264 .28 lakhs
learners have been identified. Teaching leaming process has also commenced in some of the

districts.
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Out of total 410 eligible districts, the programme has been sanctioned in 282 districts. There is

no fixed target of number of districts to be covered under the programme during 2011.
Expansion of higher education sector

2080. SHRIMATIT. RATNA BAI:
SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN:
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a need to expand the higher education sector and improve quality at all

levels; and

(b) if s0, the details thereof and the steps taken/proposed to be taken in this direction in the

Eleventh Five Year Plan?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RBESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
(SHRIMATI D. PURANDESWARI): (a) and (b) Government has taken various steps for expansion
and improving quality of higher education during the Xl Five Year Plan, which include setting up of 15
new Central Universities, including conversion of 3 State Universities into Central Universities, 8 new
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), 7 new Indian Institutes of Management (lIMs), 5 new Indian
Institutes of Science Education & Research (IISERS), 2 new Schools of Planning & Architecture
(SPAs), 10 new National Institutes of Technology (NITs), 20 new Indian Institutes of Information
Technology (IITs) in Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode and 374 Model Colleges in

Educationally Backward Districts.

For quality enhancement, several initiatives have been taken viz. National Mission on
Education through Information Communication and Technology, Examination Reforms, increasing
Research Fellowships, Technical Education Quality Improvement Programme (TEQIP). Mandatory
Accreditation of Higher Educational Institutions, setting up Educational Tribunals, Prohibition of
Unfair Practices in Higher & Technical institutions, foreign education providers, setting up National
Comnmission on Higher Education and Research (NCHER) are some of the legislative proposals for
improving quality of higher education. In addition, setting up of Innovation Universities, incentivising
State Universities and Golleges are some of other measures for improving quality. NET/SET

gualifications have been laid down for improving quality of faculty.
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