Diversion of forest land for formation of reservoir in A.P.

2183. SHRI NANDI YELLAIAH: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMMENT AND FORESTS be pleased

to state:

{a) the current status and details of the request of the State Government of Andhra Pradesh
for diversion of 144.50 hactare of forest land in Kangundi Reserve Forest of Chittor (West) Division
for formation of reservoir across Polar river near Ganeshpuram -Kangundi in Kuppam, which aims to
supply drinking water to Kuppam town in addition to irrigation of 4,000 acres of land in Kuppam
Mandal;

(b) the reasons for not according clearance to this project of larger public interest; and
(c) bywhen the required clearance is likely to be given?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRIMATI
JAYANTHI NATARAJAN): (a) to (c) Ministry of Environment & Forests received a proposal from
the State Government of Andhra Pradesh to obtain prior approval of the Central Government under
the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for diversion of 144.50 hectares of forest land in Kangudi
Reserve Forest of Chittoor (W) Division for formation of Reservoir across Palar river near
Ganeshpuram-Kangudi (V) in Kuppam (Mandal). The forest land proposed for diversion falls in
Rayala Elephant Reserve notified by the Government of Andhra Pradesh. Since, it has also inter-
state Catchment and Command areas, hence views of concerned State Government of Tamil Nadu
and Kamataka have been sought. It has been informed by the Government of Tamil Nadu that the
matter is subjudice as it is pending in the Supreme Court. The State Government is also equired to
obtain approval from the National Board for Wildlife and the Supreme Court in accordance with the

Supreme Court's order.
Mining lease in Protected Tippeshwar forest

2184. SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: Wil the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a mining lease has been given on a piece of land measuring

more than 2500 acres in Yavatmal district in Maharashtra;

{b) whether is it also a fact that 2500 acres belong to the primitive Kolam tribals and are a

part of the protected Tippeshwar forest;
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