productivity of foodgrain crops, various Schemes/programmes like National Food Security
Mission (NFSM), Rashlriya Krishi Vikas Yojana and Macro Management of Agriculture etc. are

implemented in the country.
Focus for research and development in agriculture

2042, SHRI AA. JINNAH:
SHRI SHIVANAND TWARI:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that there is a need to change the agri-eco system with particular

focus on R&D and extension services; and
(b) the action Government proposes to take in this regard?

THE  MINISTER  OF  STATE N THE  MINISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE
(SHRI HARISH RAWAT): (&) The country has been divided into 20 Agro-Ecological Regions
(AERS) and 60 Agro-Ecological sub-regions, that are fairly uniform with respect to agro-
edaphic conditions required for a group of crops for their optimum production. The R&D

programmes are oriented accordingly.

(b) The envisaged thrust areas of research are: development of short durations, photo-
thermo-insensitive new crop varieties/hybrids, nutrient recycling and budgeting, development
and use of microbial consortium, and judicious use of water and nutrients etc. as per the agro-

ecological sub-regions.
Proposal for fish landing Centres
2643. DR. VIJAY MALLYA Wil the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether a proposal from State Government of Karnataka for release of funds to the
tune of Rs. 490.00 lakhs towards financial assistance of dredging operations and fish landing

Centres at Kodibengre, Hangarkatte and Bhatkal has been received;
(b) if s0, the details of progress of consideration of the proposal; and

(¢) by when the financial assistance sought will be provided to the State

Government ?

THE  MINISTER  OF  STATE N THE  MINISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE
(SHRI CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (&) to (c) Yes, Sir. The Ministry of Agriculture had in March,
2011 accorded approval to the proposal of Government of Karnataka for maintenance dredging
of one fishing harbour at Bhatkal in Uttara Kannada District and two fish landing Centres at
Kodibengre and Hangarkatte in Udupi District at a total cost of * 486 lakh with 50% central
assistance under a Centrally Sponsored Scheme. The Ministry had in March, 2011 released the

first instalment of central share of * 25 lakh to the Government of Karnataka.
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