and publicize standard products that can carry the official ISI mark. In case of violation/misuse of
ISI mark, action including cancellation of registration of manufacturers is taken. During the last 3
years, 100 complaints have been received and appropriate action has been taken.

Increase in prices of essential commodities

2818. SHRI NARENDRA KUMAR KASHYAP: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether the prices of essential commodities are on the rise in the recent

past;
(b) if so, the details thereof and the reaction of Government thereto;

(¢) whether Government has made any comparative study of the present prices
of the commodities vis-a-vis those prevailing during the corresponding period last

year;
(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) the steps taken by Government to contain the prices of essential commodities so as

to reduce the burden on common people?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND
PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) The retail prices of essential
commodities have shown steady to declining trend in the case of wheat, atta, pulses such as tur
dal, urad dal, moong dal, masoor dal, sugar, while the prices of rice, edible oils, vegetables
such as potato and onion had shown an increasing trend over the last six months as observed in
4 metros viz. Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and Chennai. While rise in prices of rice are could be
due to the increase in MSP, weather and seasonal factors affect the prices of vegetables. In the
case of edible oils, 50% of our requirements are imported to meet the demand supply
mismatch. Therefore, domestic prices are also susceptible to the changes in the international

prices.

(¢) and (d) No such formal study has been published. However, comparative
analysis of prices is undertaken regularly. The details of the retail prices of
essential commodities vis-a-vis those prevailing during the corresponding period last year
in 4 metros viz. Delhi, Mumbai Kolkata and Chennai are given in Statement-|
(Ses below).

(e) The steps taken by the Government to contain the prices of essential commodities so

as to reduce the burden on common people are given in Statement-|l.

123



Staternent-

Department of Consumer Affairs
(Price Monitoring Cell))

Daily retail prices alongwith variation of essential commodities

(Rs per kg.)
Commodity/ Current date 6 months 1year back Variation
Centres back over 1year
19.08.2011 19.02.20M 19.08.2010 19.08.2010
1 2 3 4 5
Rice
Delhi 24.00 23.00 22.00 2.00
Mumbai 22.00 20.00 20.00 2.00
Kolkata 21.00 21.00 20.00 1.00
Chennai 22.00 22.00 21.00 1.00
Wheat
Delhi 15.00 15.50 14.00 1.00
Mumbai 21.00 21.00 19.00 2.00
Bhubneswar 16.00 15.00 15.00 1.00
Chennai 22.00 24.00 22.00 0.00
Atta
Delhi 16.00 17.00 16.00 0.00
Mumbai 24.00 24.00 21.00 3.00
Kolkata 16.00 17.00 15.00 1.00
Chennai 23.00 23.00 23.50 -0.50
Gram Dal
Delhi 44.00 39.00 35.00 9.00
Mumbai 43.00 39.00 34.00 9.00
Kolkata 38.00 40.00 32.00 6.00
Chennai 44.00 38.00 34.00 10.00
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1 2 3 4 5
Tur Dal
Delhi 71.00 73.00 71.00 0.00
Mumbai 69.00 66.00 64.00 5.00
Kolkata 54.00 62.00 58.00 -4.00
Chennai 62.00 70.00 66.50 -4.50
Urad Dal
Delhi 76.00 75.00 73.00 3.00
Mumbai 77.00 77.00 73.00 4.00
Kolkata 58.00 60.00 66.00 -8.00
Chennai 68.00 68.00 78.00 -10.00
Moong Dal
Delhi 75.00 72.50 83.00 -8.00
Mumbai 79.00 77.00 80.00 -1.00
Kolkata 70.00 75.00 75.00 -5.00
Chennai 65.00 70.00 79.00 -14.00
Masoor Dal
Delhi 54.00 55.00 54.00 0.00
Mumbai 57.00 57.00 50.00 7.00
Kolkata 42.00 48.00 48.00 -6.00
Chennai 45.00 50.00 48.00 -3.00
Sugar
Delhi 32.50 33.00 31.00 1.50
Mumbai 32.00 32.00 29.00 3.00
Kolkata 32.00 32.00 30.00 2.00
Chennai 30.00 31.00 29.00 1.00
Milkk @
Delhi 27.00 25.00 24.00 3.00
Mumbai 34.00 28.00 26.00 8.00
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1 2 3 4 5
Kolkata 22.00 21.00 21.00 1.00
Chennai 20.50 20.50 20.50 0.00
Groundnut oil
Delhi 128.00 131.00 121.00 7.00
Mumbai 116.00 85.00 86.00 30.00
Kolkata 105.00 110.00 110.00 -5.00
Chennai 100.00 82.00 90.00 10.00
Mustard oil
Delhi 78.00 79.00 70.00 8.00
Mumbai 85.00 84.00 72.00 13.00
Kolkata 75.00 70.00 66.00 9.00
Chennai 85.00 79.00 76.00 9.00
Vanaspati
Delhi 78.00 77.00 59.00 19.00
Mumbai 77.00 77.00 57.00 20.00
Kolkata 66.00 65.00 54.00 12.00
Chennai 78.00 75.00 61.00 17.00
Soya oil
Delhi 83.00 79.00 66.00 17.00
Mumbai 77.00 NR NR NR
Kolkata 69.00 72.00 56.00 13.00
Chennai NR NR NR NR
Sunflower oil
Delhi 93.00 93.00 79.00 14.00
Mumbai 86.00 NR NR NR
Kolkata 85.00 90.00 65.00 20.00
Chennai 80.00 77.00 65.00 15.00
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1 2 3 4 5
Palm oil
Delhi NR NR NR NR
Mumbai 67.00 NR NR NR
Kolkata 64.00 65.00 51.00 13.00
Chennai 60.00 62.00 49.00 11.00
Tea (Loose)
Delhi 159.00 150.00 147.00 12.00
Mumbai 199.00 188.00 165.00 44.00
Kolkata 100.00 100.00 100.00 0.00
Chennai 260.00 260.00 240.00 20.00
Salt (packed)
Delhi 14.00 14.00 12.00 2.00
Mumbai 14.00 14.00 12.00 2.00
Kolkata 8.00 8.00 8.00 0.00
Chennai 14.00 14.00 12.00 2.00
Potato
Delhi 16.00 7.00 11.00 5.00
Mumbai 15.00 15.00 12.00 3.00
Kolkata 8.00 4.00 6.00 2.00
Chennai 14.00 13.00 14.00 0.00
Onion
Delhi 19.00 17.00 16.00 3.00
Mumbai 18.00 18.00 13.00 5.00
Kolkata 14.00 15.00 15.00 -1.00
Chennai 21.00 13.75 13.00 8.00
Tomato
Delhi 19.00 14.00 27.50 -8.50
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Mumbai

Kolkata

Chennai

14.00 NR NR NR
24.00 NR NR NR
14.00 10.00 13.00 1.00

Source: State civil supplies Department.

NR — Not Reported @ — (Rs./Lt.)

1.

Statement/

Steps taken by the Government to coniain price rise in

essential commodities are listed below

Fiscal Measures

®

(i)

(iii)

(v)

Reduced import duties to zero - for rice and wheat, onion and pulses, edible oils
(crude) and to 7.5% for refined and hydrogenated oils and vegetable

oils.

NDDB has been allowed to Import of 30000 tonnes of skimmed Milk Powder and
Whole milk powder and 15000 MT of Butter, Butter Oil and Anhydrous Milk Fat at

zero% concessional duty under Tariff Rate Quota for the year 2011-12.

Allowed sugar mills on 17.04.2009 to import duty-free raw sugar under Open General
License (O.G.L.). Later this facility was extended to private trade on job basis.

Allowed STC/MMTC/PEC and NAFED on 17.04.2010 to import duty-free
white/refined sugar initially with a cap of 1 million tonnes. Later on, duty-free import
was also allowed by other Central/State Government Agencies and private trade

without any cap on the quantity.

Administrative Measures

®
(iD)

(iii)

(v)

Removed levy obligation in respect of all imported raw sugar and white/refined sugar.

Banned export of non-basmati rice and wheat until further orders, edible oils (except
coconut oil and forest based oil) and pulses (except Kabuli chana and organic

pulses upto a maximum of 10000 tonnes per year).

Export of edible oils permitted in branded consumer packs of upto 5 kgs subject to a

limit of 10,000 tonnes.

Export of milk powders (including skimmed milk powder, whole milk powder, dairy
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)
()

(vii)

(viii)

()

()

(xii)

(xiii)

(xiv)

o)

whitener and infant milk food), Casein and Casein products has been prohibited with
effect from 18.02.2011.

Effected no change in Tariff Rate Values of edible oils.

Extended stock limit orders in the case of pulses, paddy and rice, edible oil, edible
oilseeds and sugar.

The MEP of onions other than Bangalore Rose Onions and Krishnapuram onions was
US$ 300 per metric one for the month of August, 2011. The MEP of Bangalore Rose
Onion and Krishnapuram onion continue at US$ 400 per metric ones and MEP of
Sona Masuri and Ponni Samba varieties of non-Basmati rice was at USD 850 per MT.

Maintained the Central Issue Price (CIP) for rice (at Rs. 5.65 per kg. for BPL and Rs.
3 per kg. for AAY) and wheat (at Rs. 4.15 per kg. for BPL and Rs. 2 per kg. for AAY)
since 2002.

Suspension of Futures trading in Rice, urad and Tur by the Forward Market
Commission in the year 2007-08 continues during 2010-11. Futures trading in sugar
were suspended w.e.f. 27.5.2009 upto 30.9.2010. However the future trading in
sugar has since been resumed, with effect from 27.12.2010.

Proportion of sugar production requisitioned as levy sugar was increased from 10 to
20% for 2009-10 sugar seasons. However, for 2010-11 sugar season, the levy

obligation has been reduced to 10%.

Government has allocated 25 lakh ones of wheat and 20 lakh ones of rice under
OMSS (D) 2011 for the period of January, 2011 to September, 2011.

25 lakh ones of foodgrains have been allocated on 6.1.2011 to all States/UTs for BPL
families at BPL issue prices for distribution upto 30.9.2011.

An additional ad-hoc allocation of 50 lakh ones of foodgrains made on
16th May, 2011 to all State/UTs for BPL families at BPL issue price for distribution

during the current year upto March, 2012.

An additional ad-hoc allocation of 25 lakh ones of foodgrains made on 6.1.2011 to all
States/UTs for APL families @ Rs. 8.45 per kg. for wheat and Rs. 11.85 per kg. for
rice for distribution upto 30.9.2011.

In addition, ad-hoc allocation of 50 lakh ones of foodgrains made on
30th June, 2011 to APL families raising thereby monthly APL allocation upto 15 kg. per
family per month in 20 States and 35 kg. per family per month in 4 North Eastern
States, Sikkim and 2 hilly States of Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand where it was
less than that quantity for a period often months from June, 2011 to March, 2012.
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(xvi) Scheme for distributon of subsidized imported pulses through State

Governments/UTs with subsidy of Rs. 10/~ kg. for distribution @ 1kg. per month.

(xvii) Scheme for distribution of subsidized imported edible oils through State
Governments/UTs with subsidy of Rs. 15/~ kg. for distribution to ration card holders

@ 1liter per ration card per month.
Prices of essential food commodities

2819. SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND
PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether the prices of essential food commodities have increased manifold during the

last five years;
(b) the details thereof, State-wise;

(¢) whether Government would see a correlation with the forward trading practice in
the Indian food market as one of the reasons for increase in prices of essential commodities;
and

(d) the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND
PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) The rate of increase in prices during the
last 5 years has not been uniform across the commodities. The increase has been sharper in
the prices of some commodities such as Milk, Onion, Tur Dal and Rice while the rise in prices
has been moderate in the case of commodities such as Wheat, Atta, Gram Dal, Sugar, Potato
etc.

(b) The details of the retail prices of major essential food commodities at select Centre-
wise capital cities of States (which had been monitored 5 years back and now) in the last five

years are given in Statement (See below).

(¢) and (d) No, Sir. It has been observed that several commodities which are not traded in
the commodities exchange, such as vegetables, fruits and milk, have exhibited significant price
increases in the recent years. Moreover certain commodities that were suspended from trading
in 2007, such as rice, wheat (suspended on 27.02.2007, the trading in wheat was resumed on
14.05.2009) and tur and urad (suspended on 23.01.2007) also exhibited significant price
increases subsequently. Thus, no correlation has been observed with forward trading practices
in the Indian Food Market and increase in prices of essential commodities. The RBI, in its Annual
Report for the year 2009-2010 (July, 2010), has ascribed the inflation primarily to structural
constraints in augmenting supplies coupled with rising demand in the fast growing economy.
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