(i)  Fifteenth Report on 'Demands for Grants (2011-12)" of the Ministry of Social Justice and

Empowerment;
(i)  Sixteenth Report on 'Demands for Grants (2011-12)" of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs; and

(i)  Seventeenth Report on 'Demands for Grants (2011-12)" of the Ministry of Minority
Affairs.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN': | have to inform the hon. Members that a letter has been received
from Smt. Kanimozhi stating that on account of her judicial custody she is unable to attend the

proceedings of the House.

Does she have the permission of the House to remain absent from all sittings of the House

during the current (223rd) session of the Rajya Sabha?
(No Hon. Member dissented)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Permission to remain absent is granted.

MOTION FOR ELECTION TO COIR BOARD

THE MINISTR OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI RAJEEV
SHUKLA): Sir, on behalf of Shri Virbhadra Singh, | move the following Motion:

"That in pursuance of clause () of sub-section (3) of Section 4 of the Coir Industry Act, 1953
(45 of 1953), read with clause (e) of sub-rule (1) of Rule 4 and sub-rule (1) of Rule 5 of the
Coir Industry Rules, 1954, this House do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Chairman
may direct, one Member from amongst the Members of the House, to be a member of the Coir

Board."

The question was put and the motion was adopted.

CALLING ATTENTION TO A MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE.

The situation arising out of frequent rail accidents and

the action taken by the Govt. in this regard.

SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR (Maharashtra): Sir, | beg to call the attention of the Minister of

Railways to the situation arising out of the frequent rail accidents.

262



THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI): Sir, the number of consequential
train accidents on account of collisions, derailments, fire, manned level crossing accidents and other
miscellaneous reasons on Indian Railways have declined from 335 in 2001-02 to 269 in 2002-03, 239
in 2003-04, 169 in 2004-05, 169 in 2005-06, 123 in 2006-07, 129 in 2007-08, 115 in 2008-09, 100 in
2009-10, and further to 93 in 2010-11, registering a decline of seven per cent in comparison to the

previous year.

This is the lowest ever figure in a year. Notwithstanding this, every accident is unfortunate and
even if one person loses his or her life, the entire Railway family condoles it. The above figures do not
include cases of trespassing by road vehicles across the unmanned level crossings on railway tracks.
In the current year, Sir, during April to July, 2011, consequential train accidents, on account of
collisions, manned level crossing accidents, fire and miscellaneous accidents, have decreased from

2610 21, as compared to the corresponding period of previous year.

Sir, while the number of consequential train accidents has come down over the years, | am
pained to apprise the House regarding unfortunate accidents occurred recently in the month of July,
2011 on North Central, Northeast Frontier, North Eastern and Eastern Railways. This includes two
derailments, one collision and one incident at unmanned level crossing. Details of these accidents

are as under:

Sir, unfortunately, on 10.07.2011, at 12.20 hrs, while the Train No. 12311 Howrah-Kalka Mail
was passing through Malwan station (U.F’.) of Allahabad Division of North Central Railway, its
locomotive and 15 coaches derailed, blocking both up and down lines. In this accident, 70 precious
lives were lost; 87 persons suffered grievous injuries, and 166 suffered simple/trivial injuries. Medical
Relief was immediately despatched through Accident Relief Medical Equipment (ARME) from Kanpur
and Allahabad, which reached the accident site at about 1410 hrs and 1425 hrs respectively. The civil
authorities also provided local help to shift the injured to nearby hospitals. Rescue and medical teams
were pressed into service within a short period from the Army and the Indian Air Force. Three
helicopters including Air Ambulances reached the site at around 1640 hrs. Crack teams of National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF) were also air-lifted from Noida and reached the site of accident at
2115 hrs. The injured were shifted to nearby Government and private hospitals at Kanpur, Fatehpur
and Allahabad.
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Chairman, Railway Board, and other Board Members rushed to the accident site to supervise
the relief efforts. Hon. Minister of State for Railways, Shri K. H. Muniyappa, also rushed to the site in
the evening. | myself also visited the site to gather the first-hand information, immediately after

assuming charge, and also visited the injured passengers in hospitals.

On humanitarian grounds, enhanced ex-gratia amount of Rupees five lakhs each to the next of
the kin of the deceased, Rupees one lakh to each grievously injured and Rs.25,000/ - to each simple
injured person has been announced. So far, an amount of Rs. 1.30 crores (approx.) has been

disbursed towards ex-gratia to the victims of the accident.

A statutory inquiry into this accident has been conducted by the Chief Commissioner of
Railway Safety (CCRS) under the Ministry of Civil Aviation, based at Lucknow. CCRS, in his
Preliminary Report, has concluded that the accident had occurred due to breakage of rail across the
weld between left tongue and lead rails, and accordingly, he has attributed the cause of the accident

to 'Failure of Equipment -Permanent Way'.

In another incident, on 10.07.2011 about 20.15 hrs, while the Train No. 15640 Guwahati-Puri
Express was passing between Rangiya and Ghograpar stations of Rangiya Division of Northeast
Frontier Railway, there was an explosion on the track and due to its impact, the locomotive along
with four coaches derailed and four other coaches were thrown off the track. As a result, 03 persons
suffered grievous injuries and 13 others received simple injuries. Fortunately, no fatality took place in
this accident. Railway medical teams with doctors and paramedical staff were immediately rushed
from Rangiya by road and they reached within half an hour or so. The injured were shifted to Railway

Hospital at Maligaon and Civil Hospitals at Rangiya and Nalbari.

On humanitarian grounds, ex-gratia amount of Rupees one lakh to the grievously injured and
Rs.10000/- to the simple injured has been announced. This ex-gratia amount totalling to Rs.4.30
lakhs has since been disbursed to all the victims. Statutory inquiry into this incident has been
conducted by the Commissioner of Railway Safety (CRS), Northeast Frontier Circle. The CRS has
come to the conclusion that the Derailment was caused due to an act of train wrecking by planting

certain explosive device/bomb in the track and triggering the same by a remote control or otherwise
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in the face of the approaching train by some unknown person(s). Accordingly, the cause of the

accident has been attributed to 'Sabotage’.

Another unfortunate incident had taken place at an unmanned level crossing, wherein one Bus
carrying a marriage party dashed against Train No.15108 Mathura-Chhapra Express at about 01.47
hrs. on 07.07.2011 between Patiyali and Daryaoganj stations of Kasganj - Farrukhabad Section of
Izzatnagar Division of North Eastern Railway. In this incident, 39 persons travelling in the Bus lost
their lives and 31 persons were injured, of which 7 suffered grievous injuries and 24 suffered simple
injuries. This incident took place at a 'C' Class unmanned level crossing on a village road with very
low traffic density (969 Train Vehicle Unit as per Census done in March, 2011). Buses and other

heavy vehicular traffic do not normally ply across this unmanned level crossing gate.

Medical Relief was immediately despatched through an Accident Relief Medical Train (ARME)
which departed Kasganj at 02.30 hrs. and reached the accident site at 03.25 hrs. However, the civil
authorities, with the help of locals, had shifted the injured to nearby hospitals by the time the ARME
reached the site. Most of the injured were shifted to District Hospital, Etah, and those requiring

special medical attention were sent to Medical Colleges at Agra and Aligarh.

Hon'ble Minister of State for Railways, Shri K. H. Muniyappa, and Chairman, Railway Board,
proceeded to the accident site to oversee the relief efforts, as also to visit the persons affected by the
incident. On humanitarian grounds, an ex-gratia amount of Rupees Two Lakhs each to the next of
the kin of deceased, Rs. 50,000/~ to the grievously injured and Rs. 10,000/~ to persons who
sustained simple injury, was announced by Hon'ble Prime Minister as Minister of Railways then. The

entire ex-gratia amount of Rs. 83.90 lakh was disbursed within a week.

The incident has been inquired into by Commissioner of Railway Safety (CRS) under the
Ministry of Civil Aviation. As per the Preliminary Report of the CRS, the incident occurred due to the
negligent driving by the driver of the bus. The driver did not stop his bus at the Stop Board short of
level crossing to check for approaching train as prescribed in Section 131 of Motor Vehicles Act,
1988.
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On 31.07.2011 at 19.05 hrs., Sir, while the Train No. 12510 Dn Guwahati-Bangalore Express
was on run between Gour Malda and Jamir Ghata stations of Malda Town-Barharwa Section of
Malda Division of Eastern Railway, its locomotive and eight coaches derailed infringing the adjacent

line.

In the meantime, Train No. 53027 Up Azimganj-Malda Town Passenger, which had left Jamir
Ghata at 19.02 hours, side collided with the derailed train engine of the Guwahati-Bangalore express
resulting into derailment of the engine and four coaches of the Azimganj-Malda Town Passenger
train. As per information received, two persons suffered grievous injuries and 28 persons, including
ten railway staff, sustained simple injuries. Medical relief teams were immediately dispatched through
an Accident Relief Medical Train (ARME) which departed Malda at 19.25 hours and reached the
accident site at 20.30 hours. Injured persons have been shifted to Civil and Railway Hospitals at
Malda. General Manager, Eastern Railways, and Divisional Railway Manager, Malda, visited the

accident site along with a team of doctors.

Statutory inquiry into this incident is being conducted by the Commissioner of Railway Safety,

Eastern Circle. He has already visited the site for inspection and inquiry.

All the General Managers of all Zonal Railways have been instructed to undertake intensive
inspections including night inspections through the zonal and divisional officers as well as to
undertake regular safety checks to further tighten the safety performance and to avoid recurrence of

such accidents.

Sir, safety is accorded the highest priority by the Indian Railways and all possible steps are
being undertaken on a continuing basis to prevent accidents and to enhance safety. These include
timely replacement of over-aged assets, adoption of suitable technologies for upgradation and
maintenance of track, rolling stock, signaling and interlocking systems, safety drives, greater
emphasis on training of officials and inspections at regular intervals to monitor and educate staff for
observance of safe practices. Safety devices/ systems being introduced to prevent accidents include
provisions of Block Proving Axle Counters (BPAC), Auxiliary Warning System (AWS) and Vigilance
Control Device (VCD). Anti-Collision Device system was proposed for pilot trials in 2001 over the

North Frontier Railways. Since the result of the pilot trials were not found foolproof, modifications
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have been suggested. Further trials are being done with the Modified Version of ACD. Train
Protection Warning System (TPWS) has been introduced in the Southern Railways and service trials
are in progress in the North Central Railways. ACD and TPWS have been approved for deployment

on more zones of Indian Railways after successful field and service trials.
...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Prakash Javadekar. Now, | would like to remind hon.
Members that they have to only seek clarifications and not make speeches. ...(/nz‘errupf/‘ons)...

There is a party-wise list of names.

it UBTeT FAESHR: TR, #A! ABIGY 1Y &1 S=i 3 ¥l HATAT BT HRIGR AT &, offeh
fore = &9 Yo Ui ed &) 7t dvd 231, fha= a1 &9 Faa] ol stgiotfer S <83 3iiR St
AT BT compensation S 2?2 w1 &1 TBT YT H U0 B b this will be an accident-free
country, ¥ TRIIST &1 8112 TUE STST ST Bl 3T Bl AR, 81 HaT § 'safety is accorded the
highest priority". TR, 39 B UTIRE! A § 21 3141 A1 H BI4 1 fi¥el, S a1 181 fi¥el, %9 R TS1
81 T8T 21 W3, N AAT BT w5 BIHT 91 8T 8 3R ¥e 731 a7ex I8 &M 9% 78 8, e Yot vt
H BN 59 X HATAT P AT BF BT QU T8I B2 WX, TN T FaTd

Ml A IR ATST A1 HET [ TS HH 81 78 &, b i T 3R 3157 |1 3 fUoal
Arel St IR T 1T, I B AT 234, 234, 195, 197, 177, 162 3R 31+ frsel Aret &7 ot et &
1 el |rer &1 ot StdeT €, S el 2004 | 31 T6 Pof 1200 W SATET TRISE BAR I8 g B
38 Biered At €, SRewe Mt 8, oaet HieT TaRitse 4 €, BRIR 39 o~ WY €, I8 949 &1 9] I
ST 1 J1ga B, 3 o TaRiise qX) g | oEl T8 ' €1 e Yo yRfiSe 8 a1 3rs o
TRITST BT &, 1 S UUT BT YRT T [T ST 81 91 891X I8T 98 ARI Caaioll Aioa 872
HRT U5l HaTd Ie! 2 6 S & o <=l 7 e Aue! U B, 9T | Sff SITRIEw il b S
arel YA W g8 WY VAT X YU Uae TG 3fR el QU BT GRT T 1420 a1 R, T ]IS AT
FATHR SN2 FIfh Hadt e WRIME # RI1 forar 8, a1 16! 781 81 30 & 1 Uoh JaTdl I8
eI & f5 gaRiiST & 918 ST 81T 7, i |1-<fH 3 T 59 St iR 3w &, S99 o e & s arawen
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SFgHC TE 81 X8 81 59 fofg I # Accident Investigation and Crisis Management Board BI-IT
21 RIT AT ) AT PO B3l I 812 I8 el Heayui ol

IYFATIRT ST, §H TRBR Pl I8 el & [P 59 WBR b U BIs 91g $| Bl 78] 5l a8
HETS 81 AT A1 B 81, [Tl W1 FHRIT BT 8 BRI b (7Y $7b U SI1G Bl TS| 81 ©, olfeh 81
@ PIE Abe ALY Bl I el B I &, TG DI B! Bl ST6xd Wl T 81 5%vd & 5 S 3
BRUNE AT G717 AT, I TR 37T 37 HX AT 7812 AU o fory Fai1 st Sararott s 2,
T Ud o RYTel a4 Ao qul 811 &l

it faoTa STaRRa TS (A8RTR): IR, I8 RIRBHIT Y8 I8 & IT A9 HR I8 87
...(TTH)...

37 T AESHR: H FIRMBHIA 8 Y0 8T §l ...(FaumH)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He is giving the points. ... (Interruptions)...
oY g1 SIS HR: Ge1 3T §U w0y # § 91 ATt €1 Yo T gl

ot STFUTRY: 31T AT, ...(FUT).... Y f1 81 7Y F ..(aem)...

i THTET AASHR: IR, b RYA G Aeedqul B &, F79 Bl 3R g1 3wl 81 <& 8
TSOTST S rerw 814 aTel &, 31l Al 1 DR %8 &, STaf Al Made 37a Al Xefd Bl U= 9o e
& b &8 ST 9151 91T €, STep! 41 ATed 81 7Y €, 376 g7l R€ R a1, eifebt = AT 3779 € e bR
& 1 BTS-SARIEY S ¥ BIEYR I, AT VN 984 WR B &, W8l &% Ui fiFe 1) Ud o ST ¥E 2,
H%TWW‘:I’\’renewal and maintenanceﬁﬂﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁ@%l modernization of signaling, anti-

collusion device, fog sheilds, the tetra technology, the GSMR, fire proof coaches, BTRIX SRR T&Pf,
3R BRIR T BTl 8111 H U PIS 78 =IoT 3! T8l a1 X8 §, Sl ¥eid I qall 78} &, Yeid Bl
| Ia1 ©, GRI STl g | His[g 2, AT & <% $9d1 STAN R ©, ofhd 89N I8T
U F IYINT TE1 B &1 39 HRY Y Yol YA &1 X7 B 3afery A-7 9 |arel I8 € o 39
AR CFAIATST B AT & foTY 7 31T DI STSH-TTSE WU IaTGI? -1 U I8 Tl 2

IYFITIRT HEIGY, PIaoT ¥ &b (oY 9 81 &1 3R B Pl UfedT 81 Teld gail, df ¥ dl
SR B €1 8137 Blel Bl a7 & fo1g 1 &1 e, o=Ts 3R HyReren H 81 %31 #eiey A § yo
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ATEd § & 39 9Tel fba Y PreroT JAR E117? 8 WIel A4 3000 B &, STdfeh gel-l a9 97§ 2000
Al H=aC B B Usd =1 319 2000 1 R 81 71 3R &R ATl Xl Hal Tard - 9 o febretad
Z, R forg 900 e o &, fihe arast Reerasie e gm, &9 grm? # gor 9 o g, gor &
el Sl gR=1 QI &, SHHT HRe U1 BT [SaT <k |1el YRTT 21 3119 e 3 U & @y, 4
GRET B BIN? 37T $HHT N HEN e 81 81 €, T AT A1 700 BT W IR T 1w ©,
F e TE 81 % €, Rl (A $1 e €1 781 81 ugel i |rel St el #341 off| d a1 QR7 <18
qfees demet 4 €1 o

IeI 1 I8t &T fgmi o7t A i1 700 BIIST BRI, ITT I AT BRI #RT 3Tl HaATA I8
2 T J&1 I8 721 & & technology &1 8, HeT IE & I 9 ol funds SRS Foic | <31 AT 7812

JUFUTILT S, el BT Ga BT el W] BS BT &, SHPT 3T STANT 4T 781 BIell 2, Rifp
YeTd qrat BT B WAIRET S 7, TP B BT AR &1 <ot 81 87 el S & ST # 32,000
FRIS BUY HT U VH! B TAR 3T 77 7 iR 98 SR goic d Yofd Bl feam ar an st &
PO B g, oifP a1 7 10 Aiei # 1l 0 39 G H $© el a1 21 fIed |1 9 &7 7 verd
HHATREAT @t Yot & oY 2,000 BRI $UY T &1 -7 waTe ® % A e SRet gote 3 et a1
TE1? IRPR Bl 39 IR § 8 MR BT 11|

I TR B S FaTe 11 8| ThTSIfore] fhad! 87 8% IR I hed © [P Feak &l Tardl 8,
IE TAD! AT & 3R B 1 ABR ofddl IR BT < 21 fhe Yerd 1€ foraferg &, fhy Sva #oiR
frafery 82 w1 79 IS THrscfIferd T8 gt 87 onft o Tt f$ SFe feR @t <y
TS B 3R T AT YA &, A1 H SHBT TR BT, olfhT S99 ThTSeiaferel 3§ 8IS e ot
T 1 Tl 7 3R 9 3MEe IR 93 et B B Rt ST R

gz skill development and upgradation ®T programme o T B e 81 8RR e @t
UHTSCAfIc] B A1RTI $7eh 98 ¥ $ex-fSuTcHed faare i 8

HRT TR FATA HAITR & TN H &1 2004 H 30,000 THHIST 2ff, AT I THAIST 2 ARG 81 T
21 coP et 9dl, I F2 uaT e, <ifhT S97a) IHST wvt STTRl W 9 W@ €, Fife s
giferef fESI 2 o 8% ATel 3 TR¥T HUTAR reduce BT 31X 3 TR¥E RERR &vd & iR 731 = IH
AT | AeHT 7L, AT T8, O R Br @t 9w gFfi? |/ SiMd Ao g8t Smea? 3
WWWWﬁWﬁ,WEﬁﬁWW@W,H‘lﬂ?ﬁunmanned gatesfﬁﬁﬁl
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3TRER # # ST &1 HE b 3T 7Y #3031V &, 3R 3119 H $B B @ BT 7 &, dl A9
JATZY S 3Tt U ATl MY T B, KT ATl H MY AT A1, T ATl | 31T FIT BRA? 3R
TE B Fhd T, I o 3Taen! HHRT el a1 2 e, 391 BIs Aded el aarl g4 & arg H
Y1 T FHTE DHRAT

it o 1. Rg (afeat dwrer) : ST i, # ! g=yare <ar g 6 oo 931 59 fawy
TR el T HiepT &A1 §AR #30) Weied Y &1 § Sasax WIg 9 de-1 a1edT g (% g e | Sa1
TRTS 1 81 817 I8 § 3feTy e a1 § [ 594 Ugel 9l Xel #31 f ..(aem)...

it STGUTIFY: 31T IThT address T BINTY, 3T IR BT address BT

Y R, R 99 ygal S Yot #3 off, I et DY H F& Bael BTl W € AT E,
I8 RIS TR 1 AT ST BT i1 Y frel ®, PdeT BRI R el 8, I8 eI IR 8] 3T &
..(TGTH)...

7} FURIUTIRY: 31T IR 7 TRAT, IATIDT THY TR BT ST AT FeARfpeper gyl

ot R, Rire: Suwwmafcr S, # wen aredr g b Yeard &1 99y 6 @ &l gRferd sik
RIS ¢ Afad & ST 3% T 31T T 1d=e) o) R% ¥, Sl 3 TRiSeH 81 8 87 §9R U8l
B EI-H A1 # Sg TRISTH 81 32 &, I8 VNSl B8 &1 21 SAPI Adld & [ TRISed i ratio
EERG R

AR, faSTT 2020 & SlagHcH H Bl AT & P - "It is the aim of the Railways to put it on the

road to regain its lost position."

I, I VA Bl AS W & o1 I8 2| et ot geea 8 @ E, oy 3w Al 5
Rl # Mt uedt | T Fefl S 3 €1 It S A7 @) 91 81 IET 8, D! H QIR T8
e X #A Sit 7 argaT A o1 f& anti-collision device @IS SITQI| I8 HINOM S8 ST
qrferamdie § &) Qﬁ, Afh= 3141 Tob TH-TR ST § 81 TE anti-collision device F*l"TIT%TI’g%\»*, BT ST
# anti-collision device T B1 ST ENTOT Y TS 2fY, T8 hdcl BRI BRIATE! 81 X8 TS &1 42t off 5
P9 TP RTPX, 8 AT SRR G0, EH G <18 &

R 91, § 98 He1 ared § & 31 St 7 Train Protection Warning System Y% &= &1 aTd
FeE! 2 T gTgaR 3l gfaasce 3 313 Adrash fre STl off, a8 o1l 9 o] 78] &1 of et
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HA St § S ATEd § 6 $9H GUR B & {70 9 B BRI VAT, e gReaITd B, i fh
TSR P Ul 8l AT et wep?

AR, T §%F b A1 § HE1 A8 g 1 Xerd GR&T IR 9gd B Hecd <l ST 8T 81 ¥el 4 Sl
AT 8 UeAIheI &, 3R 3179 fUsel ST ATell BT I8 <R3, AT A% AT YT el b YeTd BT R
BT HEl DIy T To1 IGT ST 21 2010-11 3R 2011-12 H Yeld Y] 'S ¥ IRKAT 4 Bls b VaAlde
e foa 1T, RTTes HROT GRET Bl JHAM BT 81 5 IR &1 o Bl 5T%67d & AR G IS 8 fF
HAY Sff 3171 90 AR H TR 6 B

TR, R sl g4 ATl B RETS I, A S 2431 ¥ GHEAN g8 &, T 120 BIferer &R
1410 SREFT MM &1 IR 57 USRI BT [ARAVT fhar ST T ST g WY, A1 g 41
SN 21 3MIeT SR 3T 81T b vofd &1 GRar 3 RreR Aue! Relcs gl § $19 86,000
THUIST U] S © 3IR 31SH Sl &, He - aIRE Bl BlS I, ifth Aol RIS 86,000 GhdIS &
3R 3P MR & foIY BIS HaH 81 SO ST I8 &, BIg HIIoTT el a1 1 51 ¥ 31men 2
A ARG 39 IR WG SR ST fh 69 7 Aot Reles ual o wR31 31R ford asis | w12

AR, T a1 AR 8, S §HR NAd & SISTel §91 &, d Pl 5533 SIvTel $9I &, o1 & 1500
SIoTel 9T 3TITSTS &1 1Y &, obsolete B T B, <l SIl §911 HealTeld & fofg SUGeh el 2, 374
B B IR ST R8T &1 A1 &1 A SO0 DI a1 DI Sl 1T 8, SHD! U 511 &1 8, oAb
T BHR] SRR &b AT Nl $oT 78] a9 & 3R R §1 DI &1 89 Il 32 6

TR, § U 91 3R BT aredl g g g oI {6 3R Ud SrTe yRfiSe BT 7, a1 @Y
HEIGd Bl © [ Uab A1 & oIy Ui oRg <1 SiR G-I ST18 YaRitec 81l § dl Badl &, &l o &l
$oT¢ 8 A1 Bel Uod §9IR & o1, HEl &4 BoTR o1, A1 30 T4 91 87 BIs A4 81 91feg fh
U B H Yod 347 I, ARI 5ot § 3771 <71, AR o] § 341 <7, Sh! Refaferes™
Y, IGDh! SEAIHE S, RIT BN AT el b R § S SFDhR) =) TRT, g8 SITbR] §dh gRT
forer 721 &) B, 3aforv I8 g1 TRVl Heley, ¥ S 91d I8 & f& SasH off 7 ot w1 8 fb
D H X BT AT RIS DI BIA 8] ©, A1 U Que! Relcs S 81 AT, 39 91 Bi
TR B ...(T9T Bl EE)...
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AR, U AR qTa a1 a1ed €1 g1 Uoa o) Rt ¢+ &, I St skt ifira off, Svet
HYCHSH I, Vold 7 TSI ATATH! | ITh! FHTK B T 3iR 1d I Haol Yo AT &1 HuIeHe &,
T 3R &R 72 U TR & HR AIRAT @ TRE 1< 9 2 3R S Il # 1., o) S
B T WIST GG T ST 8 3R Vefd dachl © fs 89 ST IST T2 9971 3% Bl ...(99d &t &d))...
HETROT 3R TG A o forg Yerd arar hferd) < & 7, 399 IR # & A Sft STex e

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Mr. Moinul Hassan.
SHRI MOINUL HASSAN (West Bengal): Sir, Mr. Prasanta Chatterjee will speak.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: But your name is there. ...(/nz‘errupt/‘ons)... Only one of you will

speak. ...(Interruptions)... Okay.

SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE (West Bengal): Sir, we have the Indian Railways Vision 2020.
As far as Railway accidents are concerned, only in the year 2011, 70 plus 39, that is, 109 deaths have
already occurred. Now, the Railways will say, 'unmanned railway crossings'. In the Railways Vision
2020, the Railway Minister announced that 17,000 unmanned level-crossings would be manned

within five years. What has been done?

When this decision has been announced, why is there a ban on creation of posts, including
the post of gateman? Whom are you fooling? There is a ban and there are 55,000 vacancies in the
Trackman cadre only, leave aside the safety category. There are 1,26,000 vacancies in the safety

category. This is ridiculous.

Sir, in 2010 only, 50 major rail road accidents took place worldwide and in India this number is

14.
THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI): Can you please repeat that figure?

SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: Yes, yes. Worldwide advanced rail traffic management
provides signalling information to the trains and other such facilities are there in most of the European

countries. This has been introduced even in China and Algeria. But India, the largest rail road entity in
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the world, has not introduced countrywide digital wireless system which is used worldwide. In 2008,
it was started and introduced only at Mathura section, a 270 kilometer stretch. That has been stalled

now. | want an answer.

Sir, in 2008, the CAG report observed that out of the 4,163 broad gauge diesel locomotives,
223 were over-aged. Drivers are fatigued. That is one of the important causes behind the railway

accidents. You are introducing new projects without any infrastructure. Vacancies are also there.

Sir, presently, the Railways management has become a mess, both with respect to finances
and safety. Sir, on the opening day itself, we observed silence on three major rail accidents. What is
the answer? We met here on the 1st and there was an accident on the 31st. That was obviously not
included in the obituary. Fortunately, when both the trains collided, the bogies involved were the
parcel vans. That is why many lives were saved. But what was the reason behind the accident?
Picture has come out. The railway track was hanging because the earth subsided. What is the
answer? The Minister's chamber has been secured yesterday. There was a problem. The Prime
Minister got involved. But, how will the lives of the people, be saved? The Railways admitted that the
number of accidents, including the unmanned level crossings, in 2008-09 was 177. In 2009-10, it was
165 and in 2010-11, the number was 103. That is the incomplete figure. In 2011-12, the Minister has
mentioned here about two incidents. This is the picture. Why is it happening? Some of the Members
talked about Depreciation Reserve Fund. This is very much linked to upkeep of assets. What is the
picture during the last five years? In 2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09, 100 per cent of the Budget
Estimates had been spent. During the subsequent two years, that is, 2009-10 and 2010-11, only 43
per cent and 73 per cent had been spent. It has direct bearing with the asset maintenance, Sir. Who
is to answer this? What is the answer? There is no answer in the Minister's statement. Both the
recent accidents, one in the Kalka Mail in U.P. and the other in Assam, were cases of derailment.
...(T/me-be//)... | want some time, Sir. In one estimate, in 2010-11, such cases accounted for 56 per
cent of all the 141 train accidents. Why is it so? In recent times, there has been too much political
interference, election-oriented populism with narrow political game, corruption, inadequate

investment, lack of upgradation in safety cadres, etc.
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That was the vision of the Railways. (Interruptions) Now | come to tragedies at level

crossings. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN': Please confine yourself to seeking clarifications on the statement of

the Minister.

SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: Why don't you engage rural bodies, panchayats, till the

posts are filled ?

Railways elsewhere, particularly in China, have become popular even among urban upper

middle-class. But here people are afraid of the situation prevailing in the Railways.

The Ministry of Railways has increased a number of trains at random without taking the
minimum care of passenger safety. Most of the loco pilots are fatigued due to acute staff crunch.

Fifty-six new trains have been introduced in 2010-11.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: How surprising it is that the State Minister disobeyed the
Prime Minister's instruction to visit the accident site. Who will answer it? The Cabinet Minister

attended only 15 per cent of the meetings.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Seek clarifications. It is not a debate. g&T S, 3Tae! 4 ATeH © fH
REASECR R

SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: A high-level enquiry is needed. The Prime Minister should

explain it.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN': Please restrict to clarifications only.
SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: This is how the UPA-Il is functioning.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude. | have a big list of names with me.

SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: How was this situation allowed to go on? A high-level

enquiry is needed. Thank you, Sir.

2} SR e HAIYRY (STR U= 2D): AR, I8 984 81 1R fawy & fob sam <21 4 ¥ gele g
AT T B R &1 39 e & 2t St 1 S STdT9 31T © U7 379+ 319 A 7 SficbgT Sa14 9arar
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3 I Ugel W gAY B §8 ©, IE S (oY Gy 1 &I a1 1 Aahell & b G Ugcl A 4 §s
g1 ifeh geed [egd 7 &1, 39 forg 1 81 W81 81 a1 S ISR 7 His Tl HACT F18 b <1
I8 Rpws B b Yo vfdase a1 Ad & o F7-aRI1 BT SR’ 82 3R Pls HHST a1, dl
D! T RHASIH & 3R 87 R ARBR - RT3 [HaT 82 $h 3Meldl 3R Ufeeid Haex i,
YSd BT B PRAT € Al 89 AU, YBRIGHT, Farfere! iR gwifSRfere], 37 ¢ uR &1 <1 81
PR B9 79 ¥ f5fl U WR ot HRiTsst oddl o 89 39 AdeR Bl SHY B, e el S
ST HT| SAMT BH Y AT H31 Sft W TS g1 Aredl fb S anti-collision devices & SdH
TR W BAR A 7 ) U8l Hal © b 59 oy 89 Werell ARIST Sy $Reh 39 IR WLMell Hase
PP D] TSH TGS HRAT ARV AT 8H FARTB B § g ST ATl {1 T ety 39 oIy
T81 IR 98 g1 GUCIY 81 Vel &1 59 3R 89 W3l Sl &1 &I e d1eil, il ! &1 et
3R IR Bl

2} farer P ammaes €1 HaR o 33 2

i} Sraar g FHIGR: 77 < 917 2, A gfavise Wt eu St 81 )iifes ora faw
Y vfRISe IR &M & foTg a1 T B1 1 ST 89 51 9Te f S 39 -8vs Yold BIed © a8
TR fpa™ AT AR 7TV 3R S9F IR § IRBR B FIT TR 8?2

DY TP AXBR 7 I8 &g T {1 8 fd 8 unmanned Yad SHIRAT TR Yefd YfRTST Pl
% oy arrIeT ABIGR H1, WIcH Bl Jae B <1, d1fd Vit gemd fe 7 87 It should be time
bound. ST 31aR Y51 YCH &, T Yeld o, gt 3R ds verd e i enfiret €, Siat Ruaf,
Hfea¥T a7 S SHY 8, SHdT Icexfed &d fthUe B o, dife Pis Tl gote! 3R 7 817 396
3TTET 89 MRy #3A ST s e wean @nedl {6 R @ 1 gfedse § 9 g8 §, S8
qIRET BT Bact Jaaoll AT ST 2, Rifds Yold § 98 g3 ofddl IR JhuIsl Flell I$! 8, ITh
IRAR & I $H A HH Th TS Bl YT § Wil fhaT SY 3R S handicap 81 71T &, S961 WY Yerd
TTSARET TR Helt fam WY, @RI ST JHd Vold Bl negligence & BT 37T & AT 3117 faredt
RIS &b PRI AT 21 37 ATl IR ARPR & < | S=yaTe | (FATT)

SHRI A. ELAVARASAN (Tamil Nadu): * Hon'ble Deputy Chairman Sir,

tEnglish versionof the original speech made in Tamil.
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| thank you very much for giving me this opportunity to participate in this Calling Attention
Motion on the situation arising out of frequent rail accidents and the action taken by the Government
in regard thereto. Sir, in recent days, many rail accidents are happening in our country. Many of us
know about the common causes for these accidents. Hundreds of people lose their lives and
property due to rail accidents. Sir, | would like to point out some critical causes that are responsible
for such rail accidents. If the Government analyses these causes and formulates strategies to avoid

them, | hope that rail accidents can be prevented in future.

Hon'ble Deputy Chairman Sir, first, the number of unmanned level crossings is more in rural
areas than in urban areas. There are no gates at many unmanned level crossings. Usually,
uneducated rural people try to cross railway tracks at such unmanned level crossings without having
knowledge about the frequency of trains. Many people have lost their lives and property while
crossing railway tracks at such unmanned level crossings. Sir, | would like to know from the Hon'ble
Minister whether the Government have taken any steps to survey the total number of unmanned level
crossings in our country? And whether the Government have taken any steps to survey the total
number of railway gates that are absent in unmanned level crossings? The vacancies at unmanned
level crossings have to be filled up. Railway gates have to be constructed. What are the steps taken
by the Government with regard to filling up the vacancies at unmanned level crossings and with

regard to the construction of railway gates? How much fund is allocated for this purpose?

Secondly, though the Indian Railways earn huge income, many posts which need expertise
and experience are lying vacant. More than one lakh posts are still vacant. One more cause for
frequent accidents is that many vacancies in technology related positions are not yet filled up.
Hon'ble Minister Sir, | would like to know about the exact number of vacant positions (general as well
as technology related positions) in Indian Railways? What are the steps taken by the Indian Railways
to fill up those vacancies? When are you going to fill up all the vacancies, especially in technology

related positions in Indian Railways ?

Hon 'ble Minister Sir, thirdly, | would like to humbly state that modern technological methods
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are not utilized for facilitation of the movement of super fast express trains. Many accidents happen
due to derailment. It causes loss of life. It causes loss of property. The economy of our country is
also affected by such accidents. What are the steps taken by the Indian Railways to introduce ultra-
modern technologies on the lines of Japan and China? | would like to know whether the Indian
Railways have any plan with regard to introduction of ultra-modern technologies. If so, how much

fund is allocated for this purpose?

Hon'ble Chairman Sir, | would like to state the fourth point. Proper training has to be imparted
to railway employees to equip them with ultra-modern technologies. It seems that no such training
was given to the railway employees so far, with regard to updating of technological expertise. Many
accidents happen due to collision of trains. One of the reasons for collision is the absence of trained
personnel in Indian Railways. Therefore, | would like to know whether the Indian Railways have any
plans to impart training to their employees so as to equip them with latest technology. Have the
Indian Railways conducted any research with regard to imparting training to their personnel with
updated technological expertise? What is the plan of the Indian Railways in this regard? If so, when
are you going to implement the plan? Sir, | would like to emphasise some points for the prevention of

rail accidents.

Hon'ble Chairman Sir, please give me some more time. Sir, this is a very serious issue. This is
a very very important issue. This is concerned with your life, Sir. This is concerned with the life of all

our Hon'ble colleagues, Sir. This is concerned with the life of the people of India.

Hon'ble Minister Sir, | humbly request you not to stop only at taking notes, but to continue with
formulation of proper strategy to prevent rail accidents. During the past four years, many assurances
have been given for filling up all the vacancies in Indian Railways. But the assurances were not fulfilled
so far. Proper strategy is needed to fill up all the vacant positions in Indian Railways as expeditiously
as possible. All the vacancies have to be filled up at unmanned level crossings. Railway gates have to
be constructed at all level crossings. Ultra-modern technology has to be introduced in Indian

Railways. Railway employees have to be given proper training in ultra-modern technology. Railway
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tracks have to be constantly monitored. Proper strategy needs to be framed to avoid derailment and
collision of trains. Only then can rail accidents be prevented. All these activities will facilitate the

progress of the Indian Railways and thus will enhance the Indian Economy.

Hon'ble Chairman Sir, | thank you once again for giving me this opportunity. With these words,

| conclude my speech.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY (Bihar): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | must say that interpretation

from English to Hindi was outstanding. The Interpreter was outstanding. Very good interpretation.

SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): | must also appreciate because | know both Tamil and English.

...(Interruptions)... | entirely agree with you.

et W RiE (Fe0 UQw): W), B9 9ed A 93 & sl Bl fad Yol Ul Pl Ieoid
IR, IFH AR T FReA & IR WS @ fBar o iR srgieifer € o R aRaRt & @ 1
gEeR # R Y § 97 99 gRaRT & S HHIS Aa A, Riat 397 geesii # o 718 €, S9%
IRART & 1 8T &, H gar1 arg i § ofl ST & g uRaR & wawdl 3 el ot 59 wes &
T W ST IRAR g4 B Gfeehel ST AHAT $R 8T 21 A1 IFre a1 I8 © f6 RN gele T &
1 XA Bt S BRI T el € #iR R FRO F Yot geie g Bkt €, F1 ST e X
HHATSIT BRAT & 7 Al BT & I 59 91 B! STHBRT Fe- B I T Tl Bl <1 ST 31yl

§ g 9 g8 Hel A [ ¥ HAGI T IR ThAb! &l 93¢ A gl 3R
AT @t 7RI ot T 981 <1 B 3R FRI JiR 7R7d ) i1 I T 2, 39 45 T qeran
21 uge Al I8 aHy T 15 &7 oft, 39 15 fa7 A gera 30 a7 o faan 8ik fhw 30 a1 & ggma,
45 &7 PR a1 21 H 98 a1 ared! g (5 IS 39 ga 31f¥e a1 T ¢H1 & IERETd g 9= Bl
a1 781 X1 A1 A TS B 39 ARE & B1G¥ W &F IR dl et &l §19 UR 7 oY, #_T 319 |
Ig 3T &1 AhfTdhct Th B HHI P HRUT ATCTTS! bl TAT BT 51l theq Afcfhee 8, I8 3MUs
FTEAR 3R IS SR H 72 21 GRaT A Hafod U ol o9 IR U8 R7h 8 & BRI eAd & Bl
THY R YT 8] 81 U7 & Bl 9 B R A 918, T 418 b WAk e~ g3 § ST gt
Rt &1 3a1 SITET =7 819 & BIRVT 3R 9 &6 31UTd § ST 181 81 UTXa! 81§ A= 731
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St 9 Bt o ST ot ToRaTE Yot AT & AT W 81 ¥ 8, O vfeasey el 81 oY e
B2 § e w3 S A U 3R Farer g arg 10,500 A IR Yeld SHIRAT IR 8% FHY Wavl
HST T B, 39 91 DI MY A S § SR 31U el HATAT &b F4} JIABIRAT Dl STDBRT H B
fUsel qHY el ARET #7071 & S 1,26,000 TS R &, IS4 Yd e H3iT G&I HAAT 7011 S 7 2009 3R
2010 ¥ 3TY Vol IoIc & Y I8 LA &1 a7 foh I Wil & MIR W 39 Ugi &l 9| #
HAT ST A ST ArEch § o #ATer H s R Us @lefl €, 1 3 Us, ifd Svel Xel gofe 2009 3R
2010 H ST T TE AT AT AT 4 98 ¥R Y & & T2, I8 W I S| TGN ATl 2
HA S, Yol I B ATl DI AT A 99 BT 7, Al S A1 -1 R Vol gafe A §
XTIt T # \erd Tl ¥ ¥ed B 8 ¥ g [u™ B IRy ff 957 o, I 3 8 veRai
&1 4% 81 €, ARFIT b B T8l 8l Jel &) § S A8 g b 59 qb T3 Xl oltg T8l g,
A0 ARG &R golc W H $a AR XSS dl d Sl €9y $Rd 8, 99 78 Yo edi fhd a¥ie
Feii? ST IP &1 9 fR¥1E A 3 Bl A1 g9 ol 8, s URAT 78] 48T o €, 79 I 39 o9 |
PH 3 AR B GINNRHT OR &feer | § 33 S 4 S g o g e fRufa 4 22 sl s
I A1 b THIA Bl gl TRl & I8 W X FATerd U BIferied fearsd o= & IR | Bls
et T8 o U1 I@T 7, F1 WAl Sff 319 STaid # I8 qargd b a8 e w9 @ 8 Se?
SYFATIRT HBled, H 31 ST I U a1 3R S 18 g 1 ...(F9 Bl 6e)... Yd a1 H 98 o
Y AT eI HT 95 R 2, T H YR U IR B T5 \IY0TY TS G0 9 B I8
ST, i <91 ¥ 719 Ifed Al BIed §l R 3R ¢ & GRUTY A o B &b HIFC feR |
e gY &2 HAY Sff, BT Ug qaTd 3 3 69 911 WX o9 e Y B2 3R I &1 TR, o
AT Y GRETT B e | A G DB D e WYV B MY &l I ? e R RS & o warery
Yed GEEIS Bl 2020 H YA UR AT BT ATaT 6T AT, 2020 HT <141 {61 211 H I I =ne<l §
5 B IR Y BTE91 DY YA AREA07 AT RUIS a1 87 2, <ifh et aab foheft v R uv ot
3 Tl BIAT &, I8 954 TR AR &1 &1 910 1 F3 Si, I8 e 7 99 & & SMRaRpR e
B RO W Yerd 5 HROT A BRIATE 721 ST € a1 99 SRiarfzar o iy i+ i 8, I at ard
HAT ST qATE A1 3 T<ST | S=IATa|
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MR.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, | would like to take the sense of the House. Still
there are five more hon. Members to seek clarifications and then the Minister would reply. Should we
continue and break for lunch after its conclusion or break for lunch and continue afterwards?

...(Interruptions)...

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Let us continue and after its conclusion we

will break for lunch. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | don't want a divided opinion. | want a consensus.

...(Interruptions)...
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: We want to continue. ... (Interruptions)...
S ST F
SHRI RAJNEETI PRASAD (Bihar): We will continue after lunch. ...(Interruptions)...
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: He feels hungry. Let us continue. ... (Interruptions)...
i TSI SrTE: BHRT A &
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Let us continue, Sir. ...(Interruptions)...
it A Re: TR, SR o ST, H3 St 1 Al Sitad <1 &1

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It makes no difference. We have to sit another 40 minutes.

...(Interruptions)... We will continue after lunch.
The House is adjourned for lunch for one hour.
The House then adjourned for lunch at one of the clock.
The House reassembled after lunch at two minutes past two of the clock,
Mr. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, in the year 2001-
02, 335 accidents took place. The number of accidents has gone down considerably to 93 accidents

in 2010-11. Though it is a good development, yet too many accidents are taking place. The most
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unfortunate thing is, in the month of July, 2011, continuously four accidents took place. It is a very
unfortunate thing. Of course, we appreciate the action taken by the Ministry. They had sent the
Chairman, Railway Board and the Minister of State for Railways to the place of accident and they had
done their best by providing relief measures and also ex-gratia amount. We appreciate all these
things. But at the same time, | want to seek some clarifications from the hon. Minister. What
concrete action has the Ministry taken to prevent accidents? In regard to the first accident in July,
the Minister says, "The accident had occurred due to breakage of rail across the weld between left
tongue and lead rails and accordingly. These are very technical-words, which we cannot
understand. So the Minister should clarify what was the actual reason for the first accident in July,
2011. Who was responsible for the Howrah-Kalka Mail accident on 10th July? The second accident
took place because of an explosion on the track. It is a very serious issue. Sir, explosions are taking
place all over the country. So the Railways must take concrete measures for checking the tracks
constantly. The Railway should use highly mechanized system and modern technology to find out
how these explosions can be avoided. For instance, if any VVIP is coming, modern technology is
used to find out or detect the explosives. Of course, it is a very difficult job to take care of the railway

tracks all over the country. But still we have to make a lot of efforts to do that job.

Then another important thing is, many accidents are taking place at the unmanned railway
crossings. Even though the former Minister of Railways, Km. Mamata Banerjee, had promised that
gradually, in a period of five years, unmanned railway crossings would be converted into automatic

crossings, nothing has happened.

Nothing has happened. | want to know from the hon. Minister as to what the number of such
level crossings is. Secondly, what is the future plan of the Railway Ministry and the Railway Board in
this regard? | would like to suggest one point more to the hon. Minister. Even though it is difficult to
do it overnight, that is, completely removing all unmanned level crossings, - they must do it gradually
- yet, at least, they must identify those manned level crossings where there is more traffic and where

more number of people use the crossings to reach their places. In one such incident, a bus, carrying
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a marriage party, met with an accident and, unfortunately, so many people died. Therefore, one of
the major suggestions, which the Railway Ministry must bear in mind, is that along with achieving the
target of completely abolishing the manned level crossings, they must, immediately identify crossings
where a lot of traffic is there, and, they must have more watch, more guard and give more caution to
the people who are using these crossings. That will also be of great help. Another thing is that even
though the Railway Ministry is very much committed and concerned about accidents, which is alone
not sufficient, the hon. Minister must inform the House as to what comprehensive measures they are
going to take in this matter. In the Minister's statement, he has mentioned several steps that they are
going to take. One such thing which he has stated is that the Train Protection Warning System has
been introduced in the Southern Railways and service trials are in progress in the Northern Railways.
This is a very good sign. The Train Protection Warning System is a modern technology that is being
followed in various countries, including Asia. But why has it only been done in the Southemn
Railways ? When are they going to have it in all the Zones, all over the country? | would like to know
how they are going to do it. Sir, then, the Railway Ministry must have a concrete attempt to see how
countries, like, China, Japan and other Asian countries, have used modern technologies, and have,
successfully, minimized the accidents. Sir, one surprising thing is that more than 1 lakh posts are
vacant, which is unbelievable. A number of my colleagues here have brought it to the notice of the
hon. Minister that more than 1 lakh posts are remaining vacant. | would like to know from the hon.
Minister as to how many posts are vacant in the Railway Ministry as of today, what steps they are
going to take to fill up these posts and what has been the real practical problem in filing up the

vacancies...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN': Please conclude.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Lastly, Sir, besides paying my compliments to the Railway
Minister for having brought down the number of accidents as compared to 2001, - that is, of course,
not sufficient - | would like to say that they must take it as a challenging job and they must take all
pains in this regard. Shri Dinesh Trivedi is a dynamic man. | am sure that he wil implement his party's

leader's ideas and he will, definitely, ...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is no clarification.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: We both came to Parliament around the same time, and | am
happy that he has become the Railway Minister. | have a great hope that he will do a wonderful job in

the Ministry. Thank you, Sir.

it HEws AIEd (SR U20) : STFHTART A818d, § A1 #3241 &1 &1 31l 81T &1 3§ BHYR &
TOIGID §8 U GHCHI &1 R a1 argm, Raet f7s S8 orus ahed 3 4t fva 21

HHYR 3 ETaST AP Bl HT 98 & K 0e 81 3R <@ AV 1 8% a9 39 ©e | goeN &l
T 21 39dT BRI I8 B 6 Yol ol gefRal @ -3 i @ 7ET 81 7 2 o) aut o 78 Yt veRat
I SO ST &1, 98 $1 T8I 81 T I8T 81 HUAT 59 AR (=Y &I <, Rifp 8% I 39 THR Bl
GHCHY 81 JE1 &1 BIeADT 7el DI GUSHI & a1 g8 IR PR Tep AT bl G g, [T Bls
21 781 31 99 TR &I geeIsH &1 a1 Bis f1s ot 721 811 7, <fh 39 % W & fvar s
EEGEICE R

P FA-EI-WIA, HHYR & U & A<=YL TFD T T 5l T8 U SATa=isIst o1 o
81 3aT 21, RTeT 1 1 &1 1 21 $9d BRI I81 & AN Neld Ag Pl Uael IR B & IR &%
qY 87 20-25 ST B B AR S &, FTFH] BlIs SIFDHRI Yold Bl 99 we § U =81 e urelt 21
ESIRMSEEIENESEANSEIREIVE NI RIS

S UBR, b 98d EEll gtj(i-ﬂ HTTYR-PBIAI # unmanned level crossing T §_§I T8 U
IR, S Ge & AEd a9 o JE7 off, 98 ARl T 4 99 11l W), $9 W W 9gd 9
unmanned level crossings &1 3 A&, HTTYR -HTIA, HITIS-HHEEIE, HITYR-SCTal-ST o
wed, il g8 A & 8 3R 39 UR B! éﬁb‘iﬁ BT 81 981 IR 91 unmanned level crossings %,
7= 81 & SN SRTER Yeel hIRT bRl & AT SR I” PR & S BX Ixb a8l X Al 8leil &l
213 vfease & wu A qf T8l forar ST1a 2, Afes gt o= e geed ekt € iR 5119 A1el &t
HTH! JHAT BIT B

S TP, 20 TS BT AR H Yo ATHTIST U<t § Iax 1Y oft, Rreqast qaf¥ar s &1
ofTl T8 TR maintenance &1 JdTel 3T ST &1 HBISH, T8 maintenance Te! &7 I &1 81 81 U7 X!
272 39 3R {491y &7 <1 =R ul

A HAT ST 7 379 a7hedl § BT & [ 'TIHRRIUT IUBRUT AR ST GR&TT <Idral Joliedl &
HHE Bies 3R HaT YRG0 & I8 AR ¥el &b AR AP et Yol H §7P] o DI Wil &
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& TS 21" I8 U PR B AT FHIA1 Bl B, M T8 B T TR, U RIS 79 8, 30D
RIT A & TAT I8 B e aul # q=1 81T, $9F IR A B AHHRY 3R I e B &, A 7
Tg 3TTB! BRI YT BT XTd BT AU b [TY I8 I8 ATITID © b 3BT U IS HY g1
ST AP TE A 81 b [ YeTd B AU H 89 b bR A 37T 96 & &

S UBR, H ITHT €T 59 3R AT AT TG 6 31t BIYR & U BIeiehl Al Bl gl
g2 oft, 7 Yot 02 Suwa” oot fatetelt &1 RTIER Sxmar 13 1 519 98 Rl au 1 g 8, a9
T A4y § 1 g g U €, 30 ar 7 o afe w5 Agiey SMert 4, @) 9ed 3 9l
SR AT 811 1R WIS 89 ARl B 3iR Aas 3 qobil, e b Yot geleaii § &1 8l

39 AAT-B1-1, H AR H3A ST g8 A1 AT [ Si 31T TIT-771 4TS o7 8,
WP I PUIT 39 AR AR WU F < 6 AR Veld Aol &1 goie {7 J19 |reli H a1 211 Xerd
AU BT S oI BIT B, I8 @D ol aIdl 5| 89 ANl A 394 fha=T golc eide fHaT o1 iR b
against 89 fUwel 9 ATell # Yerd et OR fohd=T g b §1 3R S99 91 &1 STy WY of o
AN I STBT T AT T ST o & SART erd Aot Y 37K fore oTuRars € 3iR &9 T S o
B T8I W I &I P YAd DI YUC! Bl Fel T8l PR I8 & -1 ST I8 AR WY 277 b Yerd
AR & forg U FARIY the a9 <1Te, Ry Yerd &t o] IR faRIy e o |l ot o fohar
ST ST 5 3 uge & a7hT ft 8 o 2 % oTR 39 fofg 31E Yod Auet vae a9 @ oft
SN ﬁ, Y W Y, i 18T TR manned railway crossings &l %\', STET TR S AT
IR AT S 4} 31 BT B &, SHP SR W YT for1 Sy T8 B Wt STosl 81 396 <y I8
77 YT BT AR b & Yord g1 Bl hist Tel BT 81 391 3Ny fa gefe7d 81 %) €

ST 6 99 ST &, Yeid 81 AR R % Bl integrate fHY §U €1 SR FR F ddR 19
FRATHART TP 8F AN U] P A1EIH A S §U 61 $HD d1a9(e 3R 84 Vel § gl H [ g Al
T Bl BISTS Bl ST el H Fei IR 37q ST 9 & o1 & fob ART | & & fopan g ?
S 3R T 31T 3R IR &7 < & ST B

I U TAT-TAT A1 UG 3MMAT 21 AIP <R dynamism &, A1 § F9=1c § o 3macs it
IL9Y §, I8 1 g & 317ex B ST S| AThT 54 TP BRIBI &, dd T 3T 59 YPR &)
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TG §1 < 1R 39 HHR & R 997 < 6 31 arel 9971 Xt & e arel Al ol I8 He gy 8
3 I I3 131 R 32 & 3IR I AU ITI A7 37U BR IR JRIAT Ugd S | b 3T<R 4 I8 W
FATS &1 SITY S Ul 781, d 379+ 8= Ugoi 31d] 8! ...(F9d I °eY)... STAHIII Sfl, 39T 9gd-
EENRRUEI Gl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN': There are three more requests. Please take only two minutes each.

Shri Rajniti Prasad.
i ST SRATE: gdTe, R Ugel Al § §7] GIRBAIE < XET G ..(aHH)...

#} IUTIRY: 3T JaRBATE a1E H SRTYIT, U8 clarification I8 <ifTY, @ifd T9T BT
SEICE]

37t ST FTE: W, fE A U JETaNT B
"1 S 9 A7, 99 A1 99 o9l

AR, famrer A<l Sht & ggel Sl Vet #3A off, ST S gk) AR A1, SA(Y e Al TSdS
B1 771 379 B! Tl © fob fTer et Sft SR 8 il guie-1 3 519 o] TTe Sff Xt #4012,
9 I=M 39 R W &g a1, 9fery S% FridTe # accident &S & §UI 3T 3fidrs faret o
< Y|

AR, § ST clarification 81 AT8d §, § Badl b clarification aT8dT g1 H $H®I U¢ BT §, "A
Statutory inquiry into this accident has been conducted by Chief Commissioner of Railway Safety
(CCRS) under the Ministry of Civil Aviation, based at Lucknow. CCRS in his Preliminary Report has
concluded that the accident had occurred due to breakage of rail across the weld between left
tongue and lead rails and accordingly, he has attributed the cause of the accident to 'Failure of

rn

Equipment - Permanent Way .

way? 3 97 < b SHBT FIT Add & 3R ITBT T SUTT 87 57 <11 b g H 3T @I T e 3R
B HA? FID, BH AN DI XA H "SFA AT AT SAbR ST TSl 8 3R IHD] U1 TSl

What is the meaning of it? Is it a complete failure of equipment or

X, AT U suggestion & b AT HIaM &1 goT HITY, fawaeHt wrar &1 a1 IRag, 721
BIEESRISESERSICIRIEREICf

SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA (Orissa): Sir, thank you. At the beginning, | must express my good

wishes to the new Minister. | am concerned that he has inherited a Ministry which is now in the most
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mismanaged position, in a mess. | am happy that now we are having a full-time Minister. At least, |
think, he would operate from Delhi, and not from Kolkata. | think, he would also have a national

outlook, not a parochial outlook.

Many of my friends explained the present condition of our Railways. It is going to be in a similar
condition as of Air India. We have damaged that organisation and we should not damage this
organisation which is concerned with the lives of crores of people of our country, which connects us
all. As my friend, the previous speaker, said, it is a symbol of national integration. And it is our pride
also. For more than two years, we have not given proper attention to this Ministry. That is why, the
number of accidents is increasing though you maintain that it has decreased by a percentage. But, if
we see the number of people affected, the number of accidents is on the rise. We know, as my

friends have already mentioned, what the reason of these accidents is unmanned level crossings.

Sir, | want to know from the hon. Minister how many unmanned level crossings have been
converted into manned level crossings during the last two-and-a-half years. There are still more than
10,000 unmanned railway crossings. How many years will it take to convert it into manned level

crossings ?

Sir, | have seen that even in the Rajdhani Express Trains the condition of the carriage and
engine is bad. | request the hon. Minister to please travel, even if it is concealed, in some of your

trains, not in your special coach, but in other coaches, to see the rotten condition of the coach.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: The carriage and the engine are old. So, you have to see to it. My
friends have already said that the world has gone for a very high technology in railways. The
advanced countries are using this technology in order to modernise their railway system and to

ensure safety of passengers.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is over. Now, Shri Raja.

SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: Mr. Minister, about Orissa, we requested your predecessor so

many times...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You can speak on the Appropriation Bill, not now. Now, you have
to only seek clarifications on railway accidents. Please confine yourself to seeking clarifications on
railway accidents. We are going to have the Appropriation Bill on the Railways. At that time, you can

speak about it.

SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: | request the hon. Railway Minister to complete all the under-going

projects and railway lines in Orissa.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, please confine to seeking clarifications. We are
going to have the Appropriation Bill on the Railways. Then, you can raise all these issues. Now, Shri

D. Raja.

SHRI D. RAJA: Sir, | would like to seek a couple of clarifications. One, between April and July,
this year, there were eight accidents. In case of five accidents, it is said that the cause is yet to be
ascertained. The Railway Ministry is not giving the cause for such accidents. In one accident, i.e.,
July 10, Guwahati-Puri Express derailment in Assam, it is said that there is suspicion of
blast/sabotage. The cause for such a major derailment of Kalka Mail near Fatehpur is not yet
ascertained. So, this is a major concern. Why do such things keep happening? Why is the Ministry

grappling in dark to find out the cause for accidents? This is one.

Secondly, there is a Corporate Safety Plan. The Corporate Safety Plan for 2003-2013 period
was made by the Railway Ministry with a comprehensive view to improve safety in Railways. Most of
its achievable targets were divided in two phases. Phase-| covers the period between 2003-08, and
Phase-Il covers the remaining period up to 2012-13. This was done to have a mid-term assessment,
with changed circumstances, advancement of technology and assimilation of devices. The funds
required for safety enhancement works, including SRSF outlined in CSP, were Rs.31,835 crores. My

question Sir, is: Was there any mid-term assessment by the Railway Ministry ?

Then, the CAG has given its findings in the Performance Audit Report No.8 - Railways. The
CAG has made several findings about the railway safety measures. Due to constraint of time, | am

not getting into all the details. But the state of achievement of targets of Phase-| of Corporate Safety
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Plan for the period up to 2010, technology equipment, and research and development, that is the

area on which CAG has given nine suggestions.

What has the Railway Ministry done on the suggestions or recommendations given in the CAG
Report on railway safety measures? These are the two clarifications | would like to seek from the
Minister. At the end, before concluding, | wish the new Minister, Shri Dinesh Trivedi, to be a
successful Minister. | wish him to be a full time Railway Minister. | wish him to sit in Rail Bhawan, and
motivate and guide the Indian Railways which is one of the largest in the world. With these words, |

conclude. Thank you.

SHRI MOINUL HASSAN: | have one or two clarifications. The first is, there is nearly 64,000 km
rail track, out of which 1736 km rail track is covered under Automated Collusion Device. | would like
to know when the Railways is going to cover, at least, a sizeable track of Railways finally. Secondly,
nearly 1.50 lakh posts, which are directly related to safety, are vacant. | would like to know what is
the plan of the Railway Ministry to fill up these posts which are directly related to safety. Thirdly, it is a
fact that several key posts in the organization of Railway Board are vacant, including Member,
(Traffic). Is it a fact that trains have been introduced on the over used track without any clear cut
strategy to develop the related infrastructure? Lastly, Sir, | would like to mention here one statement
made by the Chairman, Railway Amenities Committee. Everybody knows that Mr. Dinesh Trivedi's
predecessor formed many committees which are related to Railways, such as the Railway Heritage
Committee, Culture Committee, Railway Amenities Committee and many others. But, Mr.
Suvaprassanna, Chairman of Railway Amenities Committee, in a Press Conference, after the incident
of Kanpur, said, ""We have submitted several recommendations. ...But the staff need to do their job
properly, which they are not". Sir, | don't know whether the new Railway Minister knows it or not,
but, this is the attitude of Railways till date. A new Minister comes. | fully agree with my other
colleagues that he will be a full time Minister. So far as the Committee is concerned, so far as the
staff is concerned, so far as the Railway guard is concerned, he will look after them. | hope, at least

railway safety will not suffer.

i} forora STaTevaTd TSt W), H 3G q1eFH | ARG H3 Sl A ST 18 § (b A8 A
TRITST 81 U7 SXRT Tae B, §7 Bl b+ & foI 89 SITUTH 61 Hifthd a=ell i 8] B UTl ?
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IR B 1Y 30 ATl B SITU Bl Reple <w STet gelc o Faih! 8, d8f 37 faA1 3§ Us Wt vadise el
g1 3R 7 & 18 SRR vae geml safoy § v IR v Srewrr =g % =0 Sit s &t
A1t FRT FaRRATY B P e I Had Il
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oY STFUMTLY: 31T e I wIRfbeHIT BT
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TS B4 &1 WA Sff | &9 991 A1 b §99 TTerdl RiRe s & BRVT 81 9Tl BTel 3 favait oi 3R
g9 DI BT §8 87 TR &1, I H B W ¢ad &, o] Yord SOl 1 gRa 797 @l |rmor
B I & IR ST ¥ fhan fhariiex S @ avwId 81 S &, fhas @Y qrat 87 S a1l 8,
SABT ARATT Bt TTea] B DY FHAT S BIRTT HRA? FaR O, 9 H Veld b $hb & QI AR,
TRy SHTaTe] aTet 811 H, S8l $Ig dlare AT ARee] el &, IHD B IATART 9 3R s IR el
J @fth off o 9Tl &, R e 81 STl 81 R U &3 3 Yerd |1s T & Q1 SR Slarel aeam Al
TREE HRAT IR FA Sf faaR dar?

HIGER, A9 -(Ed YeTd BN IR U Bl Sl [ TS a9T8 8, IS9P IR TR BIs o
AT g HAT Sft IHBT AT PRAT BT YA BN ? ATAT, e, WHAAR A ¥l & $I8ax | Fdr
o BT Bls FHY FRT 72 I Yerd $Tsa’ | JaT o BT Bis GHY HfTad 87 iR, w1 99 qar
P IS IAF (A5 BT Fawel Vol fI9T gRT Y il 27 39 W HAT Sff =TT A1 & < B Far
PHAI| SHD ITATAT T $I5AR b GRT SIS Y B 3 Ugel SUD fADIEe AT §7F Bl Sid Bl
DI A TRBR $ UTH §?2 FiTP Bs IR AT I8 @1 ST © b 519 P IR F-AMEA B
TFHY BIAI B, A1 9 99T ¢ Sid BIaT 7, AT RRed 3@ 81T &, olfdhd Qga] & §79 a1
JTPIEH oI Bl IOTE | YaRITST 81 ST 21 AT RIT D! FaReT & forg ft w20 Sft faaR aear?

ATIER, GECHI & SURTT Jad! & Ml & fog a1 arae & fog fifead o s areft aifdr
P31 AT o JMMER TR <1 1T 572 74 891 ST b g qR 3 U Yol BTG G, G o M3
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P UTE-UTT ARI BYY BT AT {3AT TAT, U e 914 2, cifch iR TR # it Vel g1e4n
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I AT ARES] BRI TR fIaR B2

HARIER, A g 99 {2, g=ars|

SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Thank you very much, Sir. | am very grateful to all my colleagues.
There are about 13 Members of Parliament participated and |, honestly, have no words to thank
them. | must extend my gratefulness to Shri Javadekariji. | had requested him specially to present
when | reply to the debate. And, amongst us, we have already decided that this is a very serious
issue and the entire country is watching us so | wish that we listen, talk and understand the issue in
its seriousness. We have two choices. The first choice is: | give a reply the way a reply is to be given
and my work is done. And, the second one is, we all, collectively, have to ensure to take the railway

where it belongs.

| personally feel that this is a great opportunity in the sense that this issue has been raised, and
when such serious issues are raised they give an opportunity to the Minister concerned to share
whatever their plans and programmes are. Ultimately, it belongs to the country. | am talking about

the Railways.
Sir, before | start, | would just like to know how much time | have.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The reply should end by 3 o' clock. ...(/m‘errupz‘/ons)...
SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Fair enough, Sir. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He can take less time, but should not go beyond 3 o' clock.
...(/nterrupt/ons)... | am happy that the Minister has asked about his time limit. Let him confine to

his time because we have other business also.
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SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Thank you, Sir. | promise you that | will. ...(/nz‘errupt/‘ons)... | think we
are not serious. ...(/m‘errupf/‘ons)... Either you be serious or | will just go through the routine.

...(Interruptions)...

37t YR A Ahd! (IR Ua¥0): I IR-IR feuofi 3 3z § o 59 AiRww 721 €, g8
T ..(gauM)...

it SuwrwTafer: oy 9fSY ..(saum)...

SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: You can't keep on interrupting me. ... (Interruptions))...

sft Suwumafar: SRaT, BIE-BIC a1dl W AF-CId 7d B ...(FFEH). .

37} YETR ST Thal: A TR-TR BE X8 & (b BH AIRI T8 & ...(FTH)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please sit down, Mr. Rudy. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Please don't take it otherwise. But if there are interruptions, | will not

be able to reply. This is not a threat, but this is. ... (Interruptions)...
ot YEAR ST THAL: T IAYH! choice B ...(ATH)...
oY Il 3T AT 9 3QI ¥ Trﬁ, 39 ¢ ?N ...(s"9HTH)... You are a senior Member.

...(Interruptions)... Mr. Minister, you please go ahead.

2 AR, Rz g8 ([IoRUM): 3 Q-8 731 79 51 F MU ARG PRAT g (5 576 arai B
HipT i1 Sg ...(Faem). .

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Singh, it is not correct. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: It is the Members who have asked. And, it is my duty to reply

seriously. If you want | would request you with folded hands please let me reply.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: As a Railway Minister, it is his maiden speech. So, there should not

be any interruptions. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Sir, let me share these lighter moments with Shri Javedkarji. He
started with the 'room" f& T&e! 7 Y Y& B o, T9 &F FH 3 AR YR&T H) A &1 &
TR DY GRET B off, TAR oIy T, ek forg| 98 FoRT JMueT &, ART 81 21 IS 98 JRew g
B A, A1 BH Yd DY GREW B A 1 WerH &, i pT 89 95 [AT9dT F A1 MU iR el AEq ¥
Bl fob-
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TRl BT ST e,

U 3Tehell 24 TG, AT aret SoT1"

IR 319 Fyere drst IoTg, T -

B9 918 Al YT R & ggMI A 1"

Sir, having said that, there have been altogether seven issues that most of the Members have
raised. Obviously, the issue number one is safety; number two is vacant posts, related to safety;

level crossing; overuse of coaches and tracks; funding; compensation and the future programme

technology.

| am very grateful that this opportunity has been given to me. | am going to divide my reply into
two parts. The first part consists of - not to convince anyone or anything - facts as they are. In the
second part, if you allow me, | am going to unfold the little plans, whatever | have, with your support.
Sir, | would like to give you the facts and figures. Test of pudding is really in the eating. We should
see ourselves in comparison with the world. | am not trying to say that we are satisfied with that. Not
even one death, even one accident is not acceptable. | totally agree with all my hon. Members that
we have to come to a stage where we should be able to say, 'Yes, there are no accidents.' We
should have zero tolerance as far as accidents, injuries and deaths are concerned. It is not a
comparison, but, | would just like to tell you where we stand vis-a-vis the world. Please don't

misunderstand me. | am not trying to justify any accident.

Sir, there are five situations under which accidents/casualties take place. The first one is when
rails collide. The second is due to derailments, then comes the level crossing incidents, fires, etc. |
have mentioned these points earlier also. How should we compare them? If possible, we would like
to stop all accidents. Today there are 45 lakh road accidents in which more than one lakh people die.
Does it mean that we stop traveling by road? No; we have to minimise the possibilities and
probabilities of accidents. Today, in the era of Internet, all the information is available. So, | was just

trying to google and find out about this. | will share the information with you. This is what | found from
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the website. This website, whatever it is, is in the public domain. We can compare India with Europe
because Europe, America, India and Japan are the ones which have a very, very good railway
system. In the year 2002, India had 16 cases of collision. And, what did the European Railways have?
They had 249 collisions. | am sorry, the year is 2007. | stand corrected. In the year 2007, we had 8
cases of head-on collision. European raiways. ...(Interruptions)... Just let me finish.
...(Interruptions)... Let me finish. ...(Interruptions)... Europe had 249 cases.
...(Interruptions)...)... No; | am telling you. We cannot run down our Railways. | am thankful to all
the Railway employees. Whatever Railways is today, it is only because of its employees. It is the
lifeline. It is the bloodline. It is the one which integrates the country. What was the number of
deaths? If you want, | will give you the figures. And, what was the number of fatalities? | can tell you
that. You will be surprised to see what happens in America and Europe. Where we have figures in
hundreds, they have in thousands. And they are supposed to be most modern! All | am trying to say
is, this is so when we live under constraints. Mr. Rudy, you are a pilot. | have flown with you. You

know, today, one of the safest means of transportation is flying.

The reason why it has happened, as Javadekar sahib also said, is "technology'. That is what it
is. We, definitely, need to modernize ourselves. To do these kinds of things, we, definitely, require
the indulgence of the entire Parliament. Please understand that Ministers will come and Ministers will
go; parties will come in power and parties will go. | am not trying to sermonize. Let me start with a
positive note. | can, standing here, guarantee you that if we all work collectively and if we give some
kind of a special status to the Railways, there is no reason why the economy of our country cannot
jump multi-fold; there is no reason why the travel cannot be made very safe and there is no reason
why the vacancies cannot be filled. Sir, having said that, let me start with the safety plan. Shri D.
Raja mentioned about the corporate plan.These are, somewhere down the line, related to safety.
Please understand that all these records which we have achieved in terms of comparison are there
only because there is a safety plan in place. If many accidents and many incidents have been
avoided, it is only because there is a safety plan in place. To say that the Indian Railways is totally
unsafe, | think we are exaggerating the situation. Sir, the Chairman, Railway Board, is the overall

Incharge. You will have to bear with me. Since you have asked, | am duty bound to reply to you.
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There are functional members. There are members who are, particularly, designated as Safety
Officers. We have Chief Safety Officers. When accidents take place, it comes under the Civil Aviation
because of the cross check. We have Safety Directors and Adviser (Safety) of the level of Secretary
to the Government of India. They are assisted by five functional Directors — Mechanical, Traffic,
Electrical, Signalling and Civil Engineering. Then, we have a policy formulation. | can go on and on
but it may sound somewhat routine matters. So, | don't think that | need to tell you all this. You all are
educated. There is nothing new | am talking about. We have safety at the Zonal level also. We have a
professional Board. | also want to say that Railways is not run by a Minister. Just like an Airline, it is
also run by a Professional Board, members of which have spent 35 or 40 years of their life thinking,

eating, breathing, or talking only about Railways. Railways come first and. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI BALBIR PUNJ (Orissa): What are you planning to do now? What is happening, how
many officers are there, all this is text book education. Most of us know that. What are your plans for

future?

SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: | can do that but they have sought these clarifications. If | do not
clarify, they may not like it. Level crossing is a big issue. Sir, total level crossing in the country is
32,735; manual level crossing is 70,839; unmanned is 14,896. | do not want to apportion blames, but
the fact of the life is that railway crossing comes under the Motor Vehicles Act. | am not apportioning
blames. | am just telling the system, as it is. But Railways do not shirk their responsibility. In spite of
that, Railways do manage the unmanned level crossing. | will give you the figures of other countries
also. | was looking at the figures and | was astonished to note that a place like America has more
than 1,24,000. About 90 per cent of it is unmanned. If you see the number of deaths because of
these level crossings, you will find India as one of the safest places, whether it is because of

Vishkarma Bhagwan or Hanuman ji.

But | personally feel, it is because of the dedication of the Railway staff. Do you have any idea
that under what condition they work? ...(/nterrupﬁons)... They work under extreme cold, extreme
heat conditions. They work with all these things, and that is why whatever it is, the Railway is
relatively safe. | again repeat and every time | say | am going to repeat, the objective is, we are going

to have zero accident. That is what is the objectivity.
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Time is running out fast and | want to come into my own plans. | have noted down what each
and every hon. Member said. | would have liked to reply individually because there is not a single
thing which | have missed but because of paucity of time, | personally feel that | just get into the track

maintenance and then | would like to unfold as to what we can do collectively.

By the way, in 'Vision 2020" it is said that by 2015, all the level crossings should be manned;
but for that we - again | repeat - require your support. The reason | said that today the towns are
developing, villages are developing and you are having crossing where there was no crossing is
because there is development of the village, which is a very good thing. So, it is dynamic. Every day,

new level crossing, unmanned crossing, is cropping up.

Sir, as far as the track maintenance is concerned, | am very happy to say that there is no track
which is overdue for renewal. | repeat, there is no track which is overdue for renewal. During the
year, 2011-12, Rs. 4964 crores have been provided for renewal of tracks. 50 per cent of the tracks
renewal is done by using sophisticated machine. Sir, there are lot of stuff which also includes bridge
rehabilitation. We have got more than 1,33,000 bridges in Indian railway system - more than 1,33,000
- which is enormous. Can you imagine that to inspect, to monitor the safety of these bridges, you do
require an army? And, that army is the army of Indian Railway on which I, and, | am sure, all of you

are very proud of.

Accidents need to be definitely avoided. For that, what are we supposed to do? We talked
about funds. We have a regular Safety Fund, and | am very happy to say that committees after
committees have given recommendations. | think, Mayaji mentioned that Committee
recommendations are not taken into consideration, which is not a fact. All the Committee
recommendations are taken into consideration in a proper manner. Majority of the recommendations
are taken into consideration. Rs. 17000 crore was earmarked for safety and all the funds have been
utilized. We definitely require lot of funds. ...(/nterrupt/ons)... What are the devices for safety?

Mayaji, if you want to say something and if the permission is there, | am ready to yield.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, No. Please complete because we have paucity of time.

295



SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Sir, | am very happy to say that we have ACDs. Anti Collusion Device
is @ modern method. We have put it on trial but, again, the Indian conditions are very different than
the European, American or the Japanese conditions. So, when we tried that, we found that there is
some kind of lacuna because these are very sophisticated equipments. If they do not function
properly, it will create more problems than solutions. Sir, there have been pilot projects in Southern
India because it was a pilot project. It is not only meant for Southern India. Pilot projects need to be

taken.

Then, Sir, | would talk about Auxiliary Warning System. This is one of the things which the
world is using, and, Sir, | would also like to say something about the technology involved in wagon. |
do not want to get into the details of the type and naming of it but | would say something about the

new type of wagon which has a system.

There are two types of wagons. In the first type of wagons which we are using today, if there is
an impact of the engine, then because of the inertia and momentum, the coach behind tends to jump
over the coach or the engine in front, with the result that there is a lot of casualty. But then, in the
new modern technology coaches which have a different technology, the inertia, momentum and
pressure is distributed throughout all the coaches. In layman's words, it doesn't jump over the other
coaches or the engine; it just separates out. So, it may get derailed or it may get off the track, but
the casualty or deaths due to it are minimum. We have to make sure that all the coaches and all the

engines are modernized.
SHRI D. RAJA: It is reported that 20 per cent of the wagons are overloaded.

SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: No wagon can really be overloaded because there are strict norms;
they are very, very strict norms. It is a good idea and, | think, it needs a review whether the present
load, if it has been increased, is acceptable or not acceptable. And, | can guarantee you that if it was
found to be not acceptable, or after review if it is found to be not acceptable - because it is a regular

review - then, we would stop that. Now, | have just five minutes to share some ideas with you.

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT (West Bengal): What about the vacancies ?
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SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: | would be telling you about the vacancies also. That is a very good

point.
SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: What is the time frame for that? ... (Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There is no time.
SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: That is a good point but. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: Sir, it is one of the main questions. We would like to know about

the vacancies.

i} SO9T YIS e (STR U<eN): TR, STATd 81 M1 ...(FFEH)... R, T BT ...(aEM)...

=} SgguTafa: 33 TE BT ....(LT).... BT Dl B TR ...(Interruptions)... | have to

run the House.
SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: There are 1.5 lakh vacancies to be filled up. ...(Interruptions)...

Sir, ideally, | would like to take at least one hour to do justice, but never mind; there is paucity
of time. One of the reasons is, whenever there is a vacancy to be filled up, out of the several reasons,

one of the reasons is that there are court cases, and this is a democracy. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please understand. This is a Calling Attention Motion and not a
debate. ... (Interruptions))... XId THIITR TeRe d1ds 311 T&T 21 3T I TR TG ...(qaeTH)...

SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: | can tell you that notification was issued in 2008 by ten Zonal Railways
for about 47,000 posts; notification was issued in December, 2010 for 85 posts; special recruitment
drive for ex-army-men for about 16,000 posts was carried out, and together the total number was
about 1,49,189. | can tell you, | am personally going to sit on, if | can use the phrase, 'everybody's
head' to ensure that whatever shortcomings are there in recruitment, we cannot afford. | am also
very happy to announce that all the positions which are vacant, whether at the Board level or at the
level of members are all going to be filed up perhaps in a week's time. As far as my office is

concerned, it is going to go ahead.
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3.00 P.M.
S gaT BRT: I A <ISH A 872
SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: The Ministry is going to send it; it is already done. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: What is the time-frame ?

SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: From my office, the proposal is going to go this week, this very week,
as far as the senior officers are concerned. | do not get involved where junior level posts are
concerned. For that there is a due process. It goes to other places like the Prime Minister's Office,
and there is no reason to believe that it is going to be delayed there. | can assure you that the
process was never ever stopped. There may have been a lot of other reasons and it may have got
delayed, but the process has never stopped. A democracy is like an elephant; it walks but walks very
slowly; but surely, it walks. | wish to tell you that we cannot afford a single vacancy.

...(Interruptions)...
#} ITRIUTIRY: $9 TRE A 7L 8111 ... (Interruptions). ..

SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Sir, we require more and more LHB type of coaches. At the moment

we only have 2.5 per cent.

We need to make this 100 per cent and | can guarantee you whatever it takes to make it | am
going to do it, as | said earlier, with support of all of you. Sir, we have been talking about safety. |
have got a lot of ideas and those ideas are absolutely useless if | do not get your support and your
approval of those ideas because they are not the final ideas. The whole thing is that we must get
opportunity to interact, not necessarily here outside as well. The demand for more trains, the
demand for more stoppages and the demand for conversion of gauge are all understandable
because | also used to run after for these things, whosoever was the Railway Minister, and that is
what the demand and aspiration of the people at the bottom line is. And we all are not wanting for
ourselves; this is for the country; this is for the people. | would like to have some kind of transparency
and that is where | require help from all the Members of Parliament. What is that transparency | am

talking about? When you come to meet me in my room, it is not for me; it is for you people. At any
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given point in time, you will find, at least, 25 hon. Members of Parliament there because of the
aspiration of people. Now | want to have some kind of transparency. What | have thought of, not
decided, is to write to each and every Chief Minister, it does not matter to which party they belong
to, and then tell them that you please call the Members whether they belong to this party or that party
because it is the question of the country and the Railways, and you please find out what is it that they
want. After you decide, | would like to go and visit each and every State of this great country, spend
a whole day, maybe two days if they want, and discuss things as to what are their plans and what do
they want. | don't want to behave as if | am the giver. The system is the one which adjusts itself
depending on what kind of resources they have. If | have your approval, | am going to sit with all the
Members of Parliament and Chief Ministers. If that approval is there - at least, you can clap and say
that you approve - ...(Interruptions)... we wil have not only transparency but also synergy between
the ideas of the Railways and between the ideas of States because they also have their own
development plans and programmes. | personally feel bad if | cannot give good reception to my hon.
Members of Parliament when they come and visit me; | feel very bad if | cannot give them whatever
they demand. | certainly would not like that when you are presenting the budget you can make only 5
per cent of the people happy and rest of them you cannot. Now, | feel that we collectively have to
decide because we are all in this particular, | don't want to use the word, 'game'. Somebody talked
about Air India saying that they don't want Railways. | can guarantee you; there is no way. The
Railways charges less than 25 paise per km. Who can provide these kinds of services ? The Railways
is meant for the poorest of the poor. We have a social obligation that we can never overlook. | would
like to have a very safe travel. What are my visions? See, when | talk about the vision, the light also

comes out! The light has come backp ...(Interruptions)... I8l <X &, 3R &1 21

| 'am very happy that the light has come. Sir, what | was thinking, and honestly, | will just take

five minutes.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, | have given five minutes' extension twice.

SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Sir, just five minutes; it is very important. Sir, we really want, not in

terms of competition, to have a safe travel like aviation. So, we have to compete not with the buses
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and trucks, but with airlines because safety is paramount. What | have been thinking is to have a
separate Railway Safety Board. And, this is not any kind of a policy matter; this is just an idea
because like Mr. Rudy, | am also a flier and | have taken some technology from there, and there is no
doubt about it. If we can have an independent Railway Safety Board, what are they going to do? We
are going to have experts, not necessarily in-house experts. There are lot of Railway Board Chairmen
who are retired. There are lot of expert people in this country. We are going to analyse various
accidents in the Railway system. Why are they happening? How do we get out? Analysing and
providing advice regarding accidents will be one function. There are lot of things. | don't want to go

into all of them.

Lastly, Sir, there are three areas to make travel very safe - identification of risk, safety
management system, mitigating the risk of the safety. These are the three broad parameters. If the
hon. Members support - - | am again quite glad and happy that they are all, on board, with me - we
are going to make sure that between, perhaps, Kolkata and Delhi, why should it not take only five
hours? Why should it take seventeen hours? Between Delhi and Jaipur, why should it take four
hours? It can be covered in one hour safely. We talked about Japan. Japan has the technology.
Definitely, it has the technology. India has the brains. Please understand, all our IT students, all our
IIM students are there. India is full of knowledge and full of brains. We have to develop this in-house
as well. All | need from you, hon. Members of Parliament, is a huge support. Let's take the Railways
to the fourth generation so that this country can give one of the best railway systems the world has

ever seen. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, we will continue the Short Duration Discussion on the
situation arising out of growing incidents of terrorism in the country with special reference to recent
blasts in Mumbai on 13th July, 2011. 4R 8 Sfl, &l STef ¥eTd fhar o1, 981 | YH I Y A
% A BIRT

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION

The situation arising out of growing incidents of terrorism in the country with special reference to

recent blasts in Mumbai on 13th July, 2011
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