Enacting Formula
SHRI M. VEERAPPA MOILY: Sir, | move:

(No. 1) That at page 1, line 1, for the word "Sixty-first", the word "Sixty-second" be

substituted.
The question was put and the motion was adopted.
The Enacting Formula, as amended, was added to the Bill.
The Title was added to the Bill.
SHRI M. VEERAPPA MOILY: Sir, | move:
That the Bill, as amended, be passed.

The question was put and the motion was adopted.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, the House is adjourned for lunch for one hour.
The House then adjourned for lunch at forty-five minutes past one of the Clock.

The House re-assembled, after lunch, at forty-four minutes past two of the clock, MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

THE APPROPRIATION (NO.4) BILL, 2011
THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE): Sir, | move:

That the Bill to authorize payment and Appropriation of certain further sums from
and out of the Consolidated Fund of India for the services of the financial year

2011-12, as passed by Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration.

Sir, | would not like to make any long observation at the introductory stage. As all the hon.
Members of the House are aware, this is a Money Bill as per description under article 110 of the
Constitution. And, therefore, Rajya Sabha does not discuss the Demands for Grants, but Rajya
Sabha discusses in the form of Appropriation Bill. They can discuss these issues, and
Supplementary Demand also provides us an opportunity to take a look back at the state of economy.
| would just like to mention a couple of issues which are important for the consideration of the hon.
Members. This is the second batch of the Supplementary Demand. The proposals for the cash

additionality is Rs.56,848.46 crores, and if we take into account the technical Supplementary, then,
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the total amount would be Rs.63,100 crores. Rupees six thousand three hundred thirty crores would
be the technical Supplementary because we are providing this money for the services created -- but
the amount would be saved by the same Department from other areas -- for which the Parliamentary
approval was needed at the time of the Budget, or, at the time of the first Supplementary, which was

not anticipated then. So, the additional expenditure is being met from this.

Sir, during the current financial year, in the first batch of Supplementary Demand, which was
presented in August, the net cash outgo was Rs.9,016 crores. After the passage of almost eight
months in the current fiscal year, there has been some pressing unavoidable demands.
Supplementary provisions in the Constitution have been made under article 115, keeping in view that
at the time of the presentation of the Budget all the expenditures which may be incurred during the
year may not be anticipated, therefore, the Executive should have the flexibility to come to the
Parliament for the approval of the House to get the additional amount in the form of Supplementary
Demand. Naturally, always, the first question which comes to the mind of the Members -- and they
put this question to the Finance Minister very squarely and bluntly and very rightly so -- what is going
to be its impact on the overall fiscal deficit because this is the additional expenditure which the
Government is incurring. Surely, if you calculate it, the expenditure figures which have been available
till date, and the revenue figures, then, you will find that the fiscal deficit is very substantially high. It is
almost 68 per cent of the BE projections. On the other hand, the total projection has been 68 per
cent of the total Budgetary expenditure. In terms of GDP, 4.6 per cent has been projected as the
fiscal deficit. But one need not necessarily be worried over it because if you look at the five years'
moving average, it varies from 54 - 55 per cent, and these figures get reconciled at the end of the
year, before the presentation of the Revised Estimates to the Parliament. Here, | would just give you
one example. For instance, though the growth, in gross terms, of Direct Taxes has been around 22
per cent, but in net terms, it has been around eight per cent. It is because we have decided to
upfront the refund. As a result, against Rs.27,000 crores of refund in the previous year; this year, we
have provided almost Rs.68,000 crores as refund on the Direct Taxes side. Naturally, the net in the
Direct Tax side has been more, and to recoup that, we had to resort to some borrowing. Around
56,000 crores of rupees borrowings we had to resort to manage the cash flow but nonetheless it will
have a stress and it will have its effect in the course of the year if the corrective steps are not taken.

That is why while participating in the debate on inflation, | mentioned that to maintain the fiscal
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deficit, as per the target, it is a serious challenge. In the course of my reply after listening to the views
of the hon. Members, | will elaborate on it. With these words, Mr. Deputy Chairman, | commend that

the Appropriation Bill be taken into consideration.
The question was proposed.

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI ARUN JAITLEY): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, the
hon. Finance Minister has proposed some Demands for Supplementary Grants. The Finance Minister
is the best judge of the kind of revenues and monies that the Government requires. And, therefore,
as he rightly pointed out, this House really does not approve the Finance Bills but it provides us with
an opportunity to really discuss the state of the economy and where we stand today. Coincidentally,
we are debating this on a day when somewhat depressing figures and numbers for the month of
October, 2011, have been released today morning. | recollect, Sir, while replying to the debate on
price rise last week, the Finance Minister had raised some very important issues and these issues
related to the impact of the global slowdown on Indian economy, the kind of steps he has taken and
the kind of steps he has not been able to take to really counter the impact of that slowdown. And
then he enlarged this debate a little further that management of the economy is the principal
responsibility of the Government, but to manage it, the Government needs the cooperation of all the
States, what he has conventionally described cooperative federalism in India in the management of
the economy. He also spoke in terms of the larger political consensus which is required in the matter
of the management of the economy. Sir, some of the issues which he had raised last week and
which are extremely relevant to the situations both with regard to the economy and its political
management, are all issues which are relevant for us today. | would say at the very outset that | partly
do agree with him. It is true, Sir, that the world has faced a slowdown subsequent to the subprime
crisis which took place in America. Its impact was felt in Europe; its impact has been felt in various
countries. In recent months, eurozone crisis has also left its footprints on the global economy and as
global economies are getting greatly integrated, we cannot immunize ourselves from the impact of
these crisis. The hardening of the oil prices has also presented us with very grim challenge. But then
let us also recollect that over a decade ago, when a very severe East Asian crisis took place, we
countered it and we survived it reasonably effectively. Even the first two years after the subprime

crisis, Indian economy did maintain a respectable rate of growth. As against this, if | look back from
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1991 till today where a more optimistic outlook for the Indian economy started after the reform
process, | think in the last 20-odd years, this is perhaps the grimmest situation we are passing
through. The entire showcasing of India that we make to the entire world, the entire image is today
taking a setback. For two years and even more, up to three years, we have both headline inflation
and food inflation at an unacceptable level. Food inflation has almost gone up at times to 20 per cent.
Inflation has hovered around almost 10 per cent, a double digit figure and in the post-liberalisation era
this was an unacceptable position or at least we thought that these kinds of figures we never get to
see again. We cannot take comfort from the fact that the last week's figures or the last two week's
figures have shown a decline in the rate of inflation. When the rate declines, Sir, marginally, it does
not mean that prices are actually coming down. It only means that instead of ten per cent, at this
point of time they are rising by eight per cent. So, the increase gets slowed down, the prices
effectively don't come down. This was debated last week that crude oil prices have hovered around
110 dollars and our duty structure, both in the Centre and the States, particularly the ad valorem duty
structures despite some marginal reliefs which have been given, are such that when the rate of oil
goes up, the cost of crude oil goes up, the taxes also go up because they are ad valorem and
therefore, the eventual consumer is hit doubly because of these increases as far as the oil prices are
concerned. Sir, in case of infrastructure creation, even if we see the areas of success stories which
India had in the infrastructure in the recent past, it has somewhat slowed down and is not presenting
that kind of an enthusiastic picture which we thought a decade ago when the emphasis of
infrastructure had greatly started. The Finance Minister was kind enough to say that when Rs. 56,000
crores has to be borrowed additionally, all this is going to add to the fiscal deficit figures and
therefore, what you projected in your Budget Speech is 4.6 per cent as a projected fiscal deficit for
this year and as of today if we stand and debate, this looks a little unlikely. Therefore, how much it
will exceed, will it cross the figure of five and present a challenge again is an issue which seems
almost inclined in debate to the side that the fiscal deficit is going to far exceed what was the
projected figure. Coming to interest rates, you have used the credit squeeze by hiking interest rates
four times this year and thirteen times in all, in the past several months in order to fight inflation. Now,

the impact of this on the competitiveness of the Indian industry and on several sectors such as
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manufacturing, automobiles, real estate, housing are areas on which we thought that between six to
eight per cent, consumers were actually getting credit. Now, if it goes back to 12, 14 and 16 per cent,
this is likely to impact all these sectors extremely adversely. The cost of capital goes up, your industry
therefore, becomes non-competitive compared to their competitors internationally, particularly, the
low cost economies and the impact of that is going to be that our entire manufacturing sector is
going to be hit and once you have sectors like real estate, housing where loans have become
costlier, being hit, the spiral effect of that on cement, on steel, on job creation of construction labour,
on all these sectors the impact is also going to be huge. Sir, | regret to say that the past three to four
years had seen a sudden decline in the decision making process as far as the economic policy
decisions were concerned. Major decisions were being shelved on one ground or the other and this

is a subject which I will deal with at some length during the course of the discussion today.

While we are on this subject, we cannot deceive ourselves by not accepting the hard reality
that the buoyancy of the Indian economy, the enthusiasm in the Indian economy, the great
showcasing of the Indian economy and the immediate suffer is also because of the excessive scams
and corruption. This has a spiral effect in many ways. Corruption adds to the cost of a project. If you
find that monies have to be paid other than legitimate monies, the projects are going to cost more.
Investors who are used to investing in a far cleaner investmenty climates are reluctant to invest in
those economies. The impact of all this corruption has been that it has created a huge amount of
anger and a backlash. We can see that backlash in public opinion. We can see that backlash in the
media, both print and electronic. We can also see that backlash in judicial pronouncements.
Therefore, in the implementation of policy, or, in the implementation of projects, if allegations of
serious corruption are involved, the investors are going to fear that they may eventually land up in
prisons and does not get bail for months together. Now, all this is contributing to this hostile image
which is being created as far as India as an investment destination is concerned. This is precisely the
reason that, in the last two years, we have seen not only the flow of FDI declining in India on account
of all these factors, but there is another cause for worry. And that cause for worry is not that the
foreigners are not coming and investing in India, our own domestic business houses are now looking

at global markets to invest. As the data would indicate, the outward flow of FDI has now been greater
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than the inward flow of FDI into India. Initially, we accepted this enthusiastic superficial reaction that
our own corporate has become very big and it is now choosing to buy world companies. So, we
used to cite them as examples of how well the Indian economy is today doing and flexing the muscles
of our own industry. Unless we realize that a lot of them are going out for another reason they are
finding that India is not the best invest destination under the circumstances -- it is a serious cause to
worry. They are no longer enthusiastic about investing within the country and, therefore, they are

looking for destinations outside India as far as investment is concerned.

Sir, all this has been happening and we have been gradually leading to this situation in the last
3-4 years. Why has this happened? | would urge here, without meaning any personal disrespect to
any individual, one thing. The hon. Finance Minister who is, perhaps, one of the most experienced
Parliamentarians. He spend more time in both these Houses than any one else in the current
generation. Is there something seriously wrong with the model of governance that they are following?
| am not coming to policy. Sir, | always believed that for implementation of any programme of the
Government, any policy of the Government, to run an effective Government, there are three
essentials that are required. The first is the kind of leadership. The leadership must be able to provide
the direction, take decisions and implement decisions. The second is the credibility of the
Government. And, the third which is equally important is the aura of the authority of the Government
which in Hindi we call &1 TSR & |G A1 T fh T8, T WBR F1 gHa1a A 2 fh 721 22"
Now, when we see this situation building up in the political structure that the UPA has followed, |
think, there is something wrong with the structure which they need to seriously introspect. The Prime
Minister has to be the natural leader of the country and Government. He must be the last word as far
as policy is concerned. But, then, if he has to look for guidance on policy around and then he has to
function like a CEO taking direction from a Board is a model on which the world's largest democracy
cannot function. Fortunately, in UPA-I -- | will give credit to it -- we found that even when we were
critical of the fact that there is a twin leadership, and the model of twin leadership does not function,

but, in UPA-I, the twin leadership was broadly on the same page. In the last few years, | have found,
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particularly since UPA-Il has taken over, that it does not appear to be on the same page. Even
ideologically, the twin leadership does not appear to be on the same page. Therefore, on issues after
issues you will find that the leadership of the UPA is more concerned with programmes and some of
them are very legitimate, understandably legitimate, which are generally beneficial and they help you
in gathering votes, the economic thinking, as far as the leadership of the Government is concerned,
seems to be in somewhat different direction. That is the reason when you speak in terms of political
consensus, and that is the point | am leading to, it is very easy to tell the Opposition and tell the
States that come and have a political consensus with me. | will dwell on the point of opposition of the
States a little later. Let us honestly put ourselves a question: Is there a complete political consensus
within the UPA on the kind of decisions that you want to take? You cited the example of the FDI in
retail, where the decision has been suspended, till a political consensus between stakeholders is
reached. There was a very large national opposition to it. The withholding of the decision was not
because of the national opposition, it was also not because of the threat of mid-term election. The
threat of the mid-term election came because you have no consensus within the UPA. Why did | not
come across a single statement from the Chairperson of the UPA in support of the Government's
policy? Your own constituents were angrily protesting. Therefore, before we can be told that
management of national economy is not the personal prerogative of the Government -- it needs the
support of all, an argument of the hon. Finance Minister, | accept that argument please develop a
political consensus as far as the UPA is concerned. Therefore, the policies that you announce must
be after you have taken a full consensus within the UPA. It is only then, if you find a difficulty, you will
realize that whether the decision is implementable or not. | just want to dwell for a few moments even
on the retail policy. | have absolutely no difficulty. After all, from 1991 to 2004, we had three different
political formulations. You had the Congress, Mr. Narsimha Rao's Government; you had the United
Front; and, then, you had the NDA. Slowly but surely the direction of the management of the
economy was in the clear same direction. That is why there was a great enthusiasm. But, as | have

said outside the House, every change itself is not a reform. You have to test reforms how they will fit
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into the present structure of the Indian economy. So, when you suggested the FDI in retail, let me tell
you -- you rightly mentioned that there was a paragraph in the NDA agenda in 2004 that made a
reference, though my party, the BJP, never accepted any document till today -- despite a strong
commitment to the reform process, during that period, every time a suggestion to this effect came
up for FDI in retail but we were a little cautious. Not only we were cautious, at that time, you were
also very cautions. You were cautious when you were in power; you were cautious even when you
were in Opposition. And, there were several good reasons for it. | recollect that when we were in
Government this was one area that | was handling in the Government, in the Department of
Commerce - every time a suggestion came in any bilateral or multilateral dialogues that India must
open up the FDI in retail. And, it came mostly from Europe and the United States. We said, " We
were not ready for it". Your Government also said it; the UPA-| also said it repeatedly. | will just give
you three, four reasons. The first is not the most important reason, but it is a relevant reason.When
you make a big trade concession to them -- trade is not a matter of philanthropy or charity -- you
then, get some concessions back from them. | could not understand why, unilaterally, such a
concession had been made. It could have been made if it had gone and, outrightly, helped the Indian
economy. My fear is, there are still a lot of manufacturing sector reforms that India has to carry on.
Sir, with regard to trade, you have more experience as the Finance Minister or Trade Minister, than
most of us. You will realise that there is a general tendency of consumers and buyers all over the
world that they buy what is the best and the cheapest. Therefore, the global balance is tilting in
favour of low-cost economies. Now, what do you find here? Today morning, Mr. Shinde, while
answering to a question in Parliament, said that electricity generation has gone down. It will lead to
higher cost of utilities and lesser trade facilitation. If my products, my general merchandise is going to
be much costlier than its competitors, they will not find buyers. In this area, | am not competing with
Europe or the United States of America; | will be competing with Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
Malaysia, China, the low-cost economies. The general tendency of international retail is that they

don't source domestically, they source internationally. That has happened. It has left its impact in the
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United States. When they source internationally, you will, suddenly, find that the first dip in jobs is in
the Indian manufacturing sector. Therefore, before you take this step, take all these steps and
reforms, we will stand with you. Let us also try and become a very low-cost manufacturing hub. We
are somewhat a low-cost manufacturing hub, but not a very low-cost manufacturing hub. Therefore,
we have to follow the experience of all these economies and then, the steps required to bring down
the cost of our products is the course that we have to embark on. Otherwise, what will be the
situation? You will have a French and an American store selling Chinese products and the only Indian
contribution is going to be the sales boys and sales girls. That is not what this country was cut out to
be. So, if merchandise is going to come from there, you have to first act and make reforms in that
direction. There is no settled model that once you open up and create this sector, automatically, the
economy will grow. The global experience, Sir, is that large structure international retail, even in the
retail sector, is not going to create additional markets. It will displace existing markets. | have always
asked my friends who live in the city of New York, in Manhattan, "why don't | see the Walmart Stores
here?" They say, well, if one big store comes up, the Mayor of New York will lose his job. He will be
voted out. Because they know that it will displace the existing jobs. What is the character of our
jobs? The largest sector of our economy, 58 per cent, is services. What is the job character?
Eighteen per cent of the Indians, who are a workforce, are structurally employed in structured jobs,
30 per cent is casual labour or unemployed and 51 per cent is self-employed. The largest contingent
of self-employed comes from agriculture. The next is retail. In 1998, according to the last figures of
the Planning Commission available, in retail, 4 crores people were employed. Today, it may have
gone up towards 5 crores. You multiply it by four-and-a-half, which is the average size of a family,
you will find that 1/6 th of India's population is dependent on it. Therefore, we will have to carry on
preceding reforms. We should not jump to the last one merely because we are under some peer
pressure. This is a big-ticket reform and a big-ticket reform is required to send a message. We will
reform in the areas we have to reform, where it benefits thelndian economy. That is why | said, every
change in these areas is not necessarily a reform. Some of them may eventually go and hurt as far as

reforms are concerned. |, Sir, came across a very interesting article recently and this probably is the
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best example anywhere in the world of structured retail. The best example of structured retail
anywhere in the world is the example of milk distribution in India. Now, there was an argument given
and the Commerce Minister, Mr. Sharma, was repeatedly repeating that argument that 'Middleman
will be eliminated; the benefit will automatically go to the farmer." Now only time will tell that in the
present situation whether the benefit will go to the farmer or it will go to the retailer. There is a study
conducted by the International Farm Comparison Network and this study was put into public domain
by none other than the Managing Director of Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing, i.e., Amul. It is
undoubtedly a great product as far as India is concerned. So, during this debate, he put this study
into the public domain and the study indicates, of milk products sold, for every dollar that the
consumer pays, how much does the milk producer get in the U.S.? It is 38 per cent. In United
Kingdom, for every pound which is paid by the consumer, the milk producer gets 36 per cent. What
is the position in India whether it is the large cooperatives in the milk sector or some private sector
which is participating there. Down to the village level, in some of the States, we see they have got
chillers; they have the cold chains; they have the back-end chains. It is necessary; that's one
advantage which | can see. In India, the milk producer, on a national average, gets 70 per cent; in
the cooperative sector, he gets 80 per cent of the total rupees that the consumer pays. Now, here is
an experiment of structured organized retail where even cold chains have been set up, where back-
end chains have been set up. We have seen those large oil tanker kind of vehicles carrying milk; we
have got milk trains in India. That's all a part of the back-end chain. That is part of the infrastructure
domestically set up from indigenous resources. You have it in Gujarat; you have it in Maharashtra;
you have it in Karnataka; you have it in Punjab; you have it in Madhya Pradesh. In several States, you
have this chain and therefore this is the indigenous model. Structured retail, back-end chains, etc.,
are all valid arguments but let us not jump for it because we know the consequences of it on both
manufacturing sector and the job displacement in the retail sector. There is a lot of preparation which

has to go on before you reach that destination.

Sir, you mentioned about the 2004 NDA statement. | have a series of documents with me. |
need not cite all of them. When we were in Government and even though the Government was very
clear that it will not bring it, what was your Party stand? Your Party raised the issue of a possibility of
a FDI in retail in both Houses of Parliament and while raising it in Parliament, one of your leaders, Mr.
Dasmunsi, said, 'therefore | would like to draw the attention of the Government through you, as is

alleged that the multinational retailers through bureaucratic circles are continuously putting pressure
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on the Government -- | have not described it like this; but he did -- to take this anti-national decision
of allowing FDI in retail." So, your Party called it anti-national. Your topmost leaders did not object to
his statement. When it was raised in the House, our Ministers immediately got up Mr. Shourie in the
Lok Sabha and Mr. Jaswant Singh in the Rajya Sabha -- and said, 'Noj; this is not being allowed."
Sir, the then Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha was writing to -- | have his letter -- trade
organizations, 'No; no; don't worry; it has been raised in Parliament and the Government have
assured us that this is not going to be done."' So, at that time, you were very clear about it. When
your Ministers in UPA-| were confronted, they said that 'that was a correct logic that we have taken;
there will be job losses and therefore we are not allowing it." There are detailed interviews by them; |
have got the copies. News reports have indicated that even the UPA Chairperson cautioned the
Government in 2007 by saying, 'don't do it." Therefore, please don't say that 'you people have
changed.' We were clear. It did appear as a possibility in one of the documents; but it was never
implemented. But it is an issue which requires a legitimate debate. Sir, that brings me to the hard

facts of where we stand in terms of the economy.

Sir, you have mentioned in your Budget Speech that the projected GDP this year would be
nine per cent, 7.7 per cent in the first quarter and 6.9 in the second quarter. And, if today's numbers
are an indication, in the third quarter we would be less optimistic, because it has come down. If you
see today's figures in the index of industrial production, in October 2011, the decline is 5.1 per cent.
So, industrial production has actually gone down. Now, if you compare this with the 11.3 per cent-
plus in the corresponding month last year, your fall is really staggering. Now, these slowdowns are
visible during this entire period of April to October, 2011. If you look at mining, it is -7.2 per cent; in
manufacturing, in October, 2011, it was -6 per cent. So, during the entire April-October-period there
was a further decline. Now, | have learnt, as a student of Political Economy, that there are some
quick guesses that we make as to how the economy is going to do in the months or years to come.
So, looking at sectors like capital goods, if the inflow or import of raw material into this country
declines today, that means the news six months later is going to be very bad. People are not

importing raw material and, therefore, industrial production is going to go down. If the inflow of
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capital goods and manufacturing goods into the country declines today, six months from today
industrial production is going to go down. | think, the most disturbing figure which has come is that in
October, 2011, the capital goods component has gone down by 25.5 per cent. That is a staggering
figure. For electrical, machinery and apparatus, it is -58.8 per cent; for machinery and equipment, it
is 12.1 per cent, and amongst raw materials, rubber and plastics, it is -11.4 per cent; for cable and
insulated rubber it is -82.9 per cent. These are figures which have come down in a staggering
manner. Now, where do we stand? Talking of credit squeeze, you have increased interest rates
thirteen times and capital has become so costly. Unless we reduce it, we are going to become a
sluggish economy. Assuming a nine per cent growth, you had estimated an 18 per cent growth in
revenue. Now, if the growth goes down and it is somewhere around seven per cent or less, then
what is the spiral effect of that going to be as far as revenue is concerned? Coupled with 56,000
crores borrowings and the revenue coming down, what is its impact on fiscal deficit? The fiscal
deficit is 4.6 per cent and may go up beyond five. Inflation would be reasonably high at all given
points of time. Now, these are the figures. Talking of the decline in FDI, let me say, at the cost of
repetition, that in 2008 the FDI inflow was 42.5 billion; it became 35.7 in 2009. In 2010 it was 24.6
billion. Now, this is the level of business confidence in this country and this is going to come down.
The second leg of this is, when people are not going to invest dollars in this country, why should
Indians be investing rupees in this country? They are also going to look for more attractive markets.
That is the reason why a lot of them are saying, 'let us look for more attractive investment
destinations outside'. Therefore, this is really a wake up call as far as the Indian economy is
concerned. As | said, the initial figures of exports which came in looked very attractive. Now, | read
that one of it was a calculation error, and the other appears to be that in the IT sector, some of the
exports are being inflated and there is a legitimate fear -- is Indian black money coming back into the
system? You are right, Sir, when you say how do you deal with the situation, or, as a Finance
Minister you say how do | deal with the situation. And you suggested that this is not a responsibility
which one man alone can discharge; | need to take a lot of policy decisions; the Government needs
to take it; it needs the cooperation of the Opposition and it needs the cooperation of all the States
because every State manages the economy. You are absolutely right, Sir, you do need a consensus.

But you just ask yourself a question: Whose responsibility is it to take initial steps to actually build a
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consensus? And if you ask that correct question, you come to the right answer. | don't think
consensus building will be a difficult proposition. You can't have a Government -- and please pardon
me for using these words -- where a section of the leadership, including the Ministerial leadership, is
introvertish. We see a section of the leadership making arrogant statements in dealing with States, in
dealing with opposition and in dealing with civil society. And you can see one section sulking. Let me
straightaway concede that you look a very positive exception to all this. | have had the privilege of
attending all-party meetings with you, and | rate you as one of the greatest honourable exceptions to
what | am saying. And your communication with all of us and other political parties show this. And,
therefore, if the Government instead of being introvertish or sulking or arrogant adopts an attitude of
consultation with the States, consultation with opposition parties, consultation with UPA partners,
not informing the UPA partners, then probably you will find that the onerous task of consensus
building becomes easier. Sir, may | just present an unpleasant picture? When the Left withdrew
support, you decided to go ahead even though you didn't have the numbers for a vote of confidence.
Nineteen Members of the Lok Sabha either cross-voted or abstained. You take an action of this kind,
you crack and demolish the process of consensus building. When Members of Parliament complain
that we are being paid money, your police go and arrest those MPs. Sir, these acts don't contribute
to consensus building. Kindly call for the records of the highway projects which have been
sanctioned. If it is an opposition-ruled State, how do we bypass the highway from there? You ask
non-Congress parties -- you can ask them in Uttar Pradesh; you can ask them in Andhra Pradesh
and you can ask them in Gujarat-how CBI has been used. | have, Sir, complete record of legislations
in State after State, which are ruled by a non-Congress party, where they have not been given
clearance; there are highways which are bypassed in opposition-ruled States; there are States which
have not been given help; there are States which have not been allotted coal blocks. You know the
paltry amount of power generation which takes place in Bihar and the Government is struggling to get
coal blocks. It is not a private company. There are hundreds of private parties who have been given
bigger coal blocks by this Government than given to the State of Bihar. These steps do not help in
the process of consensus building. And, Sir, when these steps don't help in the process of
consensus building, what does a big heart does? And this Government has to be big hearted, not
merely a big brother. You follow this policy and you realize that the art of consensus building will be
far easily possible and, therefore, once you are able to build it, some items on the agenda where
there is no consensus can wait, but others you can proceed with. | know you are very honestly keen
to implement the GST. But, before you are able to implement it, or even decide it, some bona fide
effort, not from you personally, but from your Government, should be there to the States to tell them
that once the GST comes in, they will be fairly treated. There is a lurking suspicion that we won't be
fairly treated and we cut off our own hands, our Constitutional authority and hand over our fiscal
powers to the Centre, and the fear in the States is, ""How are we going to be treated after we do
that?" Therefore, you have to realise that there is a method to build a consensus and a hostile
relationship with the States, a hostile relationship with the Opposition is not the roadmap to a

consensus building.
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Sir, I now come to the final point of what | have to say. | mentioned in the opening part that you
require a Government with leadership, with credibility. | have no personal doubts on the credibility of
hon. Prime Minister. He is an honourable man. But, then, | said, "The Government needs saakh. It
needs an /gbal." How does it get that? It needs leadership to achieve that. Sir, in this very House,
when the Motion of Thanks was being debated early this year and the hon. Prime Minister was
replying to it, on the 24th of February, 2011, while addressing me — and, it is just ten months ago --
he said, "The whole world appreciates the management of India's economy and that is the message
that comes out of international meetings that | attend. | urge the Leader of the Opposition to, at least,
study some of these documents and | hope he will be educated enough as a result of these
documents and not to use harsh words that he used." Sir, | have, since that day, been following very
carefully the advice given to me. And, | have been following what the international media has been
writing about us. Instead of finding encouraging stories, | am coming across horror stories. That is
how the world is looking at us. Last week, The Wall Street Journal wrote an extensive review of the
political and economic situation of India. | just read two sentences. It started with the sentence, "Mr.
Manmohan Singh's humiliation is complete." And, it ended with the sentence, "Indians may hail Mr.
Singh as the Finance Minister who ushered in the liberalisation in 1991, but they are coming to realise
that his lack of leadership as Prime Minister has become a major obstacle to further reform" . Now,
this is what the international media, a commentator in a respected journal, said. All that | am saying,
Sir, is that we want our Prime Minister to be very strong. Let there be no divided authority. Let the
vestige of political power be with him. The Prime Minister is the Chief Executive of the world's largest
democracy. Therefore, he must act with authority, and while he acts with authority and builds the
roadmap to consensus, the present depressing situation and a very challenging situation that we are
getting into as far as our economy is concerned, it is only then that we can meet this challenge. |

thank you very much.

1. I HHIeT (ERATOM) : T STaHaiy 7816y, i¥ f9R § 98 89R <7 &1 9T ©
o & v &R-7R geT H3A1 BT TR A IR 21 3M1eIeh &1 3 Gob agl 1w faey w21 &1
AT B UT B 519 9 fad & fawal w grert €, O U1 oI § O ¥ JerRiie T, I RaHT
P! AT FR 32 811 59 < DI, STHIE P SBIETAT & 307 U 9 A& IR Jeash gs Afeal
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BT TSI ~Jed U 51 gaT Ui B SATHIETal Bl AMATh, PO PR R DI AET G dTel
roTar a1 9 & et <8 81 UPA # 99t v el R fam e & sy iR # +ifcrat e ot 2
94 faue & Sl fIaR €, 89 I! Wl 1T H8d od 6, b qells HR1 U W 8, [Sae e ol
O 91 81 . 1.1 § Yt Ugi 8, IFTRel 781§ SR 89 B Pl 6e d a1 & aeR 2|
H I AN P A1 GEHd 81 A 1A § i1 TS H IHATSAT 3R It HE H Bl 941 B a1
R B

TRIGY, 37 I IR =R =1 3mawa® ©1 U9 & appropriation & IR 3 ST el IR gl
2, # IeT Wl SR g, et anfde fRafa R famm foman s & 6 a8t fe w1 o faram,
5 & & forg <o 81 38T § SR ST w1 R fFravet 38T 21 317t weifires e o 7gca <7 o
STERd 81 SITET | S1GT 97 S WR &g fomarm 1Y, 98 &R R # 21 #eied, g 1frard et &1
TEA SN 21 TS SHIR TTHI0T Wl bl ST AT 8, TRBIRT Tl Bl Sl R 8, SHBT Ja 1 TR
B9 Ufecteh Tpail W R o, Tl STHIA -IATHAT BT e &1 SHTY 3R I &3 H 3R U1 faam i,
1 g 3T R 31T IR BT 92T, [l 3118, T.0. BT JeT, [l IS &1 9e1 WReR] Tl §
TET e 7 T fhel 3R Wpel H U & SR IR & Fed ARPR] Wpel § S &1 S aral A &l
P BT IRT §9 T 2, SAfY H§ I8 F9eId § 6 Wl A SH-glag, sy, < ds,
IRSIARY, NS FEATID, B [He BT GAgn & Soxd @, dq1feb a8i ag! ardraor 47 81 <1 feetas
TPl 7 g MR fredl T & 9¢ &1 371 & @ aote A 6! el | 78w 7 &1 Us| Bl o
FRrer & R # oML O Uie <ol &, H WHEIT §, S IR S YT 8141 © 6 U TS W HRAT
EIT B 3R AP Wd IX & FFhY | $8 W T B AU A &, Bleroll I 39 &7 J Tie < SAdt
%, WWWH@WWI Waﬁﬂﬂﬁ'—cﬁ&ﬁ'\’ﬁ—cﬁ%ﬁ%@colleges 3R universities ﬁm
TE ST ST 3T FARTEH BT A HITSTT 9 BT AaeghdT g1 faeafdemerai # S research
equipments TS &, ST®! IfoRT @I ST 21T 1fds SAT_T | SATaT IR 997 ST 9 3R S99 AR
equipments BT constant updating SN Bl BAR S research journals E?, IR 3hT impact factor
3BT 81 B, Al S0 da HRAT AMSY, AT TAR RE<R a1 R B & forg =1 F competition
H 3¢ 3R S BHART U1 I T &, S q2AHR 370 journals F TR T AFHET DI TR
P Basic Science subjects H SITST &I 9 B oTRd 81 hdd applied T technical education 3
BT TE] Tl SHBT Sl MR basic Science subjects 8, STH! TR &1 AT ST AdbaTl

B g =1feY, $9 a1d & forg 9t it o1fy st o 7, gy a8, ¥ =R, R,
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ARR, SIFTST, M, uiHTd, AfFER, drdl, o, aga 9@ iRyt wfid g, 396 = 9 781 B
ITHT T el 2| B UGN, D! DIy FaAT AMY| S8 IJd T B & g WY 31T St
ST TfRY, SHST STRd 21 S® filv 3R 39 gl dl ST dRE polytechnics H 31X engineering
colleges H TRBR WA < o RI&T U B BT AT <, A1 § A1 § b I8 9ga Suarn
BT S99 911 B S a1 aTedl g 1 g Bl U PFeR ] & a=a- a1 A1 379 T &

SR M AGHR T8 ISR | B ST AT TG T ASH I A2y Y| 7Biqd, T$dH & e
A {5 <91 o B hT BT [T BiaT 21 A a1 IHHT i1 UJdh I AT, I8 FAI &
T SAD] dh D JIATT AR ST TIRE VP HER U BIPR 1Y gza] bl Ue TerdT AT Tiq §
It BT ST JMRA, TR ST, 3T TR AT, TRFDT & U Frarad STost o1, ifeh SHaT adanry
AT T, ID oY DI Jarferds g 81, Yt a1 Ta1 81 urft swaferg i orfr freer ot &, it
RSN ST &, S 70 U AT Pl BT TRE AT b KR P T a1 AT &, ST 014
TP d Ther B e UTe &1, I8 a1 1 H de1 dredl gl

D A1~ BH o 1R, TR JIenai & folg) 3iTeT TRBRT SRAATA] B AR a8 781
2SIl ATSAC ATl B 21 37791 39 9a H 9gd g WRI {1 & A1 DIABIT H AR SRIATA
H I PO §IAT &, S R (Y1 HdGT YT B &, I ANl S A1 U HGAN SATST &1 3TYD! AP
RPN ATl B QA & Berd o Bl fHelfll S9$ 3ax sFR BW gfauw <, I
SMYFTBHIHROT BN AT H T FHSIAT § b 3ATH MSH! DI 36T e I PR BI 9l 8 - 5, S
Ig GIET I 81 FPall 81 HEIG Y, IS AN, GTaTT AN 370 YIsdT SRYATA! § STHR AT
SATST YT ol £, AT S8 o9 91 B fava Aegd a1 8iel, oifdpe ST 3 3 B, 98 o9
el TR JIRUTeT H ST &, A1 S 98 &) a1l & fahd Bcfl 81 SRBRY RUdTel H1 Slaex
I R g R <1 8 {6 I8 S Wl S8 W PRIZY, Y8 ST G S8 H PRIV 3R d ARY
JIIET ARBRY ST H Bl AN AT SEH Bl I JfIeT BT AT 81 bl 2

HqeIed, B9 g9 A1, Ta & Tl T ial $I it g a9 @1 SRd B T wTiat ol
e T 1 RIBR & Y ST 8, S e 1 89 59 91 BT FRIET B B STvd o b a1 9
I R # T € 91 9% e B F 211 RRTae o St €1 319 Tia § Siax < 6 it ot
R @Y FET 81 71T P 3SR YT & TS 99 I8 O §, 9 918X 8] (el UTd| gt g &b dTeR
SIS BIT T, SHP G AIRT U IAT SIIT AT, A ST Tl g3 MaTE! P aoT8 | I8 B oD
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T 81 3T i@t Bl AT g JiGeTd ey S a9-9$ WeR| BT el g3 &l AMRRBR 4 A AR
AR 2, ST W1 B [T o1 gfaer a1f2q) swafery 59 & # WY 31fersd & 31 Sovd Bl

g9 SN 8, T W IR 1 $ oY1 G 39 a1 DI WHR HRAT TSI 6 S8l SRR
it €, S SMRT® ge0 & AR W @ a1 § N9 IRJai IR 3t €, e 39 e
TRl BT JRenell BT BIs BF F HH WR A1 &1 81 dMMET| 3T Sl 3 TRE DI IIMARISTS
PP B 8] I Ahdl, ATSI-2ATS! Tie THR BT 81 Il Abdl| AISTTEg dNIh I 37 IR Bl
TOTHR, D! S8 T RKTAT 1 BT TATH HRAT <MY, M S @A D1 9 T8l 3gfres Jraemg
TS &1 T, Sl 28R & AN bl fTefd 21

HqEIeY, 518l # 31 faiew ol wweis Hral §, S A < 430 7eley 7 ¥ €, 98] ua-al
G THR AU 107 I I8 <1 AN H I8 S § (b M Wl & HUR ol DI a9l
JMATIHT &1 3T RIA=H Fh1H g9t &, BT aRomH I8 Feren ® 6 Vs e efa gdt gen
AT ST TET 81 BT ARG BRI &b I, AR Hel NS IR Q-1 sTaeaes @d 9gal 81 84 39
I BT ARG LI <A1 AMMEY| BIg JISTT 1 3 Ugel 89 39 a1 BT (IR BN 3 Sl 31 sl i
F AT &, TABT AT I TG AT T AXHRI STHAR B Ggar | # I8 a7 o a1 =nean g b
FAE & TS B U S THAE TS 7, 3R SO J 379 TIRT &l BTeld GoR & forg |erel
TP o1 ATE, A1 e 8 WP [Hell a1fey| SR SHRT $oard Udh URIsTNS TeR &, gl &
TATT AT g8t o1t 21 it S e, oTet fiuel 2, a8t | ofdx FEl ff R & Fl STel, B
Tt ot TE ferars <<t i S HETRd & A1 Sire &1 3 ge faar gwt iR e o1 iR e |
B 10-15 HETHIRG PIeiF €21 F IT HBTHRII HEIYOH| P MEHDE Hed S gd 8D & (bR ol
Y &, RIII W a5 ST Wy 31T 3R a1 & T 3 uTg f I8 § 98 7R, S #8™Rd
3IR e B ATE faerra 51 H7 Sd forg I8 geima faam o1 b R 921 ou1 g, 1. oS e 39 B
F o ST HX BF AT €Y STY oY § S 9eY & & fory SR €1 S T STl 3 STy srerT
oG a1, IR & @D & R 91T STl fI1 Iol AhdT 81, I8 H DI 84 gorTord (el a1y

S TIE TAR PO P Vod W Bl T Aisdl Yold T T B a1 Bt Y ofh1 oot
AT I8 SATHR <, 1 BTl WITHIH DI &, Sl BTeld a8l TG Aesii ol 8, Sl gTeld a8i AR gas!
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Jiemsit St &, IV I@HR AT A &1 &1 A F 89 39 SHIG H 90 ¢ & 98 Aled vold I
TN &H AT S & & 8, 3R &9 310 .9, oI He § 9 35 YA ye™ &1 9 ol § 98
A § b TRBR 31 701 1T 3 P8 Felfaaleetd! Ares UA1 BRI R Bl AT <1 212yl
IR ART AT ST ARE 37U -7 &3 H B HT ! o

(SURHTEIE (. §.99. YU ARG HoRiH gv)

B, A O #3 §IRT U UIDGR fad &1 § wRqR §9ei &t g1 H I8 F9ea §
{3 31Tt & i BT ¥ 59 aRe fad 430 98169, 39 Sl Pl 9l I3 8, 9 Pl ARaD] b IR
TR o ST 32 B, 98 B9 99 & fog 9gd 93 T4 &1 v 2

HeIeY, 39 G351 dietl BT 993 {2, # 3mae i gifasd g=ydre HRai g

sft T AROT ([TR US): FATE ARG ARGR A T e v frar 81 99 O &
HARPHR BT G W IR B &, b1 849 39 91 &7 gafory fRig 3w 72 € 6 SR ueor & [ 3
WHR 7 ST IR TR HRIe TUY & AT Bl oY, T=IH ITH &9dh] Big A8 el Bl 7RIGd,
G R A H fFAME & aR H s A1 T8 g SR Bicagor R Afeds! T b AR
feer-dve At 3t NI T8 N, ST 5 31 B o T2 e 59 afest F ar |
GICTRT BT ol R ¥ET & MR f5d 99 TR o I8T 81 919 I8 MR IHH! FCHTE BN 79 I I
AT frerfl 397 Ue@R &I gema el 519 98 SMreERY 37 of o, 99 a8 Arfcfhee <
3R 79 92 fFd™ & UdHrSe # Se| e & it SL.U.9. uia 61 3y # fie off, oot 98 IR
H gTsde HHAT §IRT RS | BUY ¥ T BR1g 5| 59T ORE Sl JRAT 280 BT AT 7 fireran
o1 I8 WT3dC HHMAT §IRT 450 YT TRT ST @RI TT| 3ITS TR G g1 YO B 59 WRDR
3 g fpa © fo 899 SR U991 & 1T @ ak I R BiEagoR &) Iwits & 719 &t off, S9!
3} TS B 2 3R g8 1 ol <1 51 S99 fHAM] Bl HRY JHAH o7l 2, T Al I1h! Afeds! &
A &1 e &, A, Sl Alls &1 © 98 984 B &l 2, 1 a1 § AR1-91-7 1 831 b s7a1
e T TE ©, I8 fRaml & HUR ST R I8 21 TS T8 T STRIel BT 18 © b Sil IR
B RPN T, IS 98 SN U P &I, H2I U B 81, BAINGS 81 AT [NER &) 81, IT6! o
el R 2 © b ST B3 98 a1 SYI 319 I TE] F93d ©, offh (A |d FHSH o Tl Bl
T S Sag 1 &1 31 I8 Us WA & [ Sedl Bl A frerd! 8, YR el A firerar 2
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gaTs Y A e BN, HER DI gaTs WHY A &I 81N A1 A dTet A1 F @ren= $1 HH 81,
IcITE HH BRI I HETS 3R g1 IS IRIG fhami 3R ASIGRI & HUR ST 81 X&! &1 ITbT
8P BB I 81 8] 51 STAHTEIE FRIGY, W1 ATTd AeH F AXPR A 3R © 6 &9 4
%4 I8 fHaMI 3R TR & HUR ST 7 B T B © (5 BT BT 81 TG & A1, Bl had
g 1 B BT 81 319 ASH $ A1 $7h 9 RE & g9~ YRR ol gU 8| gl el o & fob
B BT B TR & SR 8, TR & A1 © AT {HA & 11 21 37+ 1 aTet fa=1 3 omd < &
fORT IRE B $7a] IR 1T 2, IADT IRUMH I8 81T SIY <A1 &SR 29Q Uiy S faeham sik
P A HH I BOIR S URT 1 JRAT fp1m1 aifep o1l g1+ Trgde H3afai 3 el & fb IR-4R
T TE137 3R R - fHr=1 ol AR 37T AT TRBR B TeAd R & HROT STHSAT I
% oY AR 21 319 BT BT qdT8 PRAT 16 &1 U IR SIoTdl & & 961 38 &, Saxd WAl b
S 981 X8 &, PICATeID Sai3ll & & 931 I8 & AR GO IS [P & g &1 M b 10 399
it faaea 9ert €1 frod 59 wTa A §9-39 T00 33 g & S 98¢ Y B Afed Sra el
UGS & I B I3 HEM § 9¢ 9 B 39 IR IR H BICHIRIG Sargal &f 9gd e W&
RTd RO HIcATRTS Td18d1 $I GBI IR fFAMI BT Il AR M I8, FAIfd gThT et
el | T2 7, 301 a1 BT 39 TR A 8 e ut <91 @ Q1-forets Serd 81w urdh 8
TR BRI 1 <Icd B JE] & O] 31 374 g <1sw H WeR ol o 1 <91 &1 <1-Riers Shed
< P AH 8 TR BRA] & U g1 36T 81 S 8 TR BRIA] UR I8 & b SAP! Bl JbAT 7
B TR ST Sl B T6, d AT H THR U IR B4 Ug<? <37 Bl TR iR [HAMH TH=R 97 1)
P UED 3D 3! o1 T 21 FAR S HA St 98 €, I 97l H§ 7N &1 B & WIS ardi 7
AN &, I GARI a1l 1 G 71 T &1 STAHTEIE i, 3T SR1...| ..(IETH)...

Siweit faga S1gR (femae weer): 3T HfeY 89 9! aTd G 32 & ...(TaEm). .

i} T TROT: SIS HEIGY, T YA I8 ©, ST U DI AR el ol FATp] A
ARG, T G el W& E1 9%, 3T e § {6 i TR 5t o1 I8 @re Suyerer 9& a1 a1
e T, 99 W eld T8l B U1 I8! 2, AN 98 B9 A FH AN Tl I IgTdT S| 37T AR5 St
BT FSTIT FT T81 o 87 T TGS AT U Thilt, ST FrsHe oof WY ThT, T STHIF BT
TRy Al S BT STd ST T wRey Sieh B, Al A9 BT weey Al Sieb &1 Sifdes Wil 3fR
m@ﬁwwm?ﬁglgﬁwiﬁw,ﬁwﬁvermi oompostiﬁa—c{rﬂ'[ém
=1V # e Fecaqul 91 I8 HE1 ATl § (6 A A M1 arel a1 H SARI Tl &l gerdn
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&1 fem a1 v avE et T S arsil Bl Wb WGl 81 -7 7, 9P INR § A5S Sthde
F RO 3BT RE ot SRt a7 81 7€ 2, Rrads s 98 efthd= 81781 € - 89 S SgdRy
== yed & o wifthernel ga1 @Wsy m wfth 9o & foy ga1 |8y, I8! 8Tad ST &l 81 381 B
RTINS WIGT & SATIE IUANT & BRI TARY STHI SOk Il Fefl ST <& 7, a8 ¥R Bkl Feil
ST RET 8, I8 WRPEH ekl gell 5T X8 &, I8 1 81l il off 81 8, 98 3R 81 TS 51 I9qH M
ST IATEH BT B, ST AN DI HAR 8 V&1 7, ST AN $T € U¥R I 2T 8, SHY 40 TWHT
ST 1 YR B & 21 H HE Areal g o Al Reaied ik Ui # 13778 FRIS TUAT S8 $
IR Wiel B Afere! & forv fear 2, ag I @ fear & e =nfe vl 3mg vge ed 3 {6 59
Pl B SRNGE AfqS! T, 3T SRNGT Afqs! Hei &1 82 H dedl g F fFam $ @x # 5
BIR ¥UY W UHS SRNGC Afe! 1 A1y, A1 fHar &1 9ell 81 || Y ed $B & AR
P PO &1 TS Sl HEd &, 98 B PR &l 78l o

W, # Standing Committee Rural Development ®T T E;"I MU FFRIT IAT IR ?ﬂﬁﬁ
T 5T # 40,000 BRIS DYV BT YGLT AT SHP d8d o oG A P job card I B 39H
TR Hiel 2fth ASTgRl 120 B9V 81 1S T <Rg @Il b1 i & 1 BT &1 S, 1 1,20,000 PRI
SUYT BT AITHT TS| I $9h fIT PHdol 40,000 PRIS BUT & &1 goeT e a2f &
3ITYPT HeM T ARG AT DI Al & BT W BT I BT T1 21 AT I & TG ASIGRI Bl [ARTE PR
T 1 IS 3T ST | &7 &1 H1¥ 7 18 A1 gole | 1,20,000 RIS UV BT UG8 Bl H
TS BT BT HaR § SR H ST § o6 I8 U1 o TRIa] b el Ugad] 81 SR Yl Bl 7R Bl
T T3 STt e Y TET Holl T &1 BHRT =1 981 SR AT < B8 & b ASIgRI bl 9l fa
BT B eI, dfcd 365 &7 BT BM e =A1feql Al 3ry ST! 41 f& HH <3, I FAT HOIGR 265
& Y@ XM ? S TR BT ow 265 (&7 B STl ? S TH!, THET & fTy Wered pedie Wl
BT UAT AT, MY YT TR HRIS TUAT BIAF doof A7 H o1 11 39y FHET o1 fo6 &6 39! 9
PR N, AR I 39} T THHT, THST BT 98 U1 a7qd 7121 b 1 S99 Tl © T st #en
Heft T 7 iR mueT sferdl, o, fFaml 3R A9IRT | SIS IRl el 2 JMMIPT Wi 3 BIs
IR T 21 319 IRIg faRTEN €, fopar el 2, sfera faRiedt € iR foer faxiel €1 319 TRIa & =R
H gl AT WA, ITH! TEAF A8 © ...(AI DI Geh)... AR ITH! q9g% M1 aed o

..(EHT)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Kindly address me.

...(Interruptions)...
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37} T AROL: 3T ATST ST IRIY| .. (FALH)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): You address me.

...(Interruptions)...
i} 39T =ROT: IR, H 3779 F € e BT g

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Please conclude.

of} T TROT: IR, S_iH 1Y TYONTF H I o ...(FaUH).... WX, B S T | § b
B9 BIC AT b YETER &1 514 AT <11 98 PART AT 1 IR Y21 B [GHST PR BIC-BIC
759 913U, 99 §8 19 HET ...(qaum™). .

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Your time is over.

i} T =Rn: S B, TR 519 uRAra o T 3R e A St B g3 Hol w2, O A HEd o
3 O3 4 97 BIAT &, AT fIGT G 9 IR R B ARG, T AR 61 S| 89 deads
id, 8RR Wid, qatad, 3/ae 9id a97e iR SHI Gei 3§ 9gAd 4 g8 UTd qTRT BRI 4 faam
21 EARY AT T8 ARG SiY IR WA 2, §H A1 PR & ..(FALH)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Please kindly conclude.

Your time is over.

7} T =AROL: AT AR AT BT TG FBR X AR gaerds, sRd Ui, gatad iR sag uia
ERINICECER EER RNEI R

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Thank you so much. Your

time is over.
ft T TROT: RIT IRT T A B T2
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Yes.
it 7 =RT: R, 31t i fiee ek s 2
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDERSHAN NATCHIAPPAN): Your time is over.

it T TR W), § el AEdl § (P (@A), IS | ...(FauH)... 3 $Ed © (5
7400 RIS BT VRIS YHoT [T, AU ST DT d9HH IR S1F H U qaTed TT Al gall el
{3 AT 860 BRI U fAUI AR, HEI 7400 RIS BUY AR HBT 860 BRIS BUU? 3T YR 20 A [T
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4.00 p.M.

died 8, Afep F81 Al e & g H SIRT AT AT 81 3F geads Bl Sl S 78 & & g 82
JIFH T B 1 R, B AN B © P Jaereds Ui a1 1Y g8t 579 HET AT ..(FGHH).... HT
PP A9 A 98 81 SISV 519 Hal T {89 &% Uid 9 T Wiei, 1 891 JEI+ 4T - H8l {6 89
3MIP! oS H B SHM <l 8, Juads UBe 2, AT §aasds H TR d13Y] U1 R 3§ IR
TS, HE U, I §acs B 19 R, a8l & TRIE] BT e ATl &1 e et s
FE fob 21, B9 ARl | 8 FAG| 5 I¥aRel! 8 IR ST 8, 79 Jaods 1S A8l AT B
el IS WG gaeids & TRI] Bl 3R TR 0] IRaVel! HI 519 iz Sft 7 §eade & faam
& forg Vol Sl &1 SRET 9 & forg ®81 {6 I8 Jaads 3§ @i oy, a1 8 fb a8 9 ™
TR 3 BT T4 19 IVl B S 81 1T 5, 79 3R Hel BT {USSa ITh] ToR Tl AT 21 H HE
aTEaT § o #91 Usp URaTa faam o o He1aT 9 i3S Bl g Xerd d1sH (Mablell ST i IR | 81
T &, 314 Y SHBT WHR B, T PV Al §aads dl o § Jaads $I Y& aIell g, I8! SIHIR
STATHT ATI AT e ST 7 AR P A6 IR [, BT a8f & Il BI A & fofg, T Bl
R & foy, 81 &1 9 STl 2 ...(agm)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Please sit down.

it T TR TR, TS G d IS H SR IS DI DI U1 L AT 81 I SR Seai
WM I I81 8, T9di WM 9 81 2, offd SR I 4§ A9 A1 4 Bls U1, BT el 91 781 &
21 TS AR STl BT TS BT TR 7| o1 ATST RRAT MAT, R U2 T2 3 U1l AR, IR T2 Pl
5500 HIETE fasTell el =1feq| S8 HIeT Al faT &, Wi TSt T HHT DI RT el (Tl
3000 31X 4000 AIMATE A SATET faoTelt B Aells 8] Bkt &, fhe ft BHRY T 31991 WS aeTd &b
forami @1 18 € faoTell < 7€ €1 S IRE A B Al H TS ...(FFEF)... I8 H HRAT S
9Tt 7 ISTATI BH A1 HH - STD! 91 IR < B, AT 89 B § [ IR I BT R T8 dRad
22 SR U ¥ DI iyt T2 < 32 T Sl Tal <1, O gART S aRIoH 8, Ry fased
IS 81 RET 8, d §F 81 S| IR, VAT S -HHR PR I8 5| T8l §75] IRBR 1, S8 A9
ol BT B9 WSWIERTET B | AR, HIAT 8T WU ol & 7 b I GUEITRIST PIH Bl ? I8 drd
3T 312 8, Y 3T MUY BT Seet BRI &, I HEHEYU] B1H B &1 Y I Y2 B GRBRI H AT
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B &1 ST AT W AR W IR U9 R 21 G-, I TEl S & b 3 3R orsl 9§ ¢ovy %2 B
IR YT A THRIAN, & Sl I SHRISAN a1 gR-R 81 SIS, YT e Il A Yob aferd Afel,
ferd & 98 A e @ T Y SR B 9 A T @ © 3R dud § I gw efordl @ urdt
..(TFT)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Please conclude. Your time

is over.

sft T =Ror: Sferal o Ut € LL.(AHH)... 3T U ford Al ®I, TRIG A B e
PR IR 1 AIHT IR 9T & T&T B ...(I)... YT S, 3MIDT Ia T2l I8 § ..(FaErH)... 31T
I8 A SAITG b afE=T St | SHRISANT, g <20 | AT il Sferd die <l T, 3MaD] IHD dAlel I
ST, G 6T AHTIT BT ST g2 ATel A Sferd & a1 UR ST 6 I8 &, 2 S A SHIRIRT

. (TALT).... 37T IR TR, HET T2, TSR SR YR RS 3§ AHTIT 81 ST ..(FEH)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Please sit down. Nothing is

going on record. Please sit down.

S} 3T =ROT: B SrueT gl ff AR 78 €, R N o1y gAY < Wi j% € ...(agm).. 89
AT ft B 32 T, = Y o it wiE w2 €1 e fR o & e aw <@ 2, sfifee # we
TTET g o AT THRIS| 31 BRI Neil g3 oY, I ol B TS off, 18 AR Bl R Vel 81 S
& 2, fhr ol oot ofrs &1°fi et ) et 2 STt St -9t X ferat .. (ra e )... 31Tt et 7 &ford
..(TAYTH).... T ...(A)... IS S P 1 B, SAFTY § 7T =1 A8l ¢ 1% AR U1 84
IRT < ST, GRAT IR ST 21 811 AT dTel JATd | ST e R4 <7 i1 o7 o7 781
B ...(FAYH)... JaAES Tid el g1 ...(FGLH)... ST ST 81 SIGT| $781 Sl & |qig 4§

STHTNT pXdl él SREIE

SHRI MOINUL HASSAN (West Bengal): Sir, in his introductory remarks, the hon. Finance
Minister said that it is an opportunity to look back at the economy. At the beginning of my speech, |
would like to inform that the World Economic Situation and Prospects 2012, released by the United
Nations in December, 2011, notes that there was growth slowdown of the world economy from four
per cent in 2010 to 2.8 per cent in 2011, warning that the risk for a double-dip recession had
heightened. This has not been said for developed countries alone. This important Report has also

mentioned that the economic growth is also projected to slowdown in the developing countries of
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Latin America and Asia, including Brazil, China and India, in 2012. In this perspective, with this
Report having come, | would like to know as to what plan the Government is preparing to protect our
nation from the double-dip recession which is likely to occur throughout the world, including the
developing countries of India, Brazil and China, more so, our country. It is an opportunity to look at

the economy of our country.

When we look at this second batch of Supplementary Grants, -- | am not in a position to
quote data now -- it is a fact that it has stood the approval for additional expenditure for the current
year. The same thing happened in last August. If we add up the two additional expenditures, this will
be more than Rs.70,000 crores, which is five per cent more than the Budget Estimates. | am not
against this Supplementary Allocation. But it is a hard fact that income is less and borrowing is more.
So, the situation is that the Government is relying on the borrowed money in both the tax sectors,
direct and indirect taxes, and collection is trailing behind, as was estimated. So, the market
borrowing is increasing. What is the present scenario of the Indian economy? There is a decline in
infrastructure growth. It is the slowest in the last 31 months. Revenue deficit has shot up three-fold in
six months. We are already seeing the economic slowdown. Sir, according to the Sixty-sixth Round
of the NSS, what is the condition of employment? It shows a dramatic decline in total employment.
Non-agriculture employment fell from 4.65 per cent to 2.53 per cent, despite the operation of the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme. Sir, employment is not increasing
in any sector. It is decelerating in all the sectors. So, this is the present situation. One of the
indicators of our economy is the condition of farmers, and the Government is not in a position to
consider the suggestion of the Swaminathan Committee Report. Now, what is the growth ? It is three
per cent during the Eleventh Plan. We have not met the four per cent target. Right from the Ninth Five
Year Plan, until now, we have been trailing behind in our targets. Since long, there has been no
public investment in agriculture. What has been the result of that? The result has been the rising cost
of inputs. My friend earlier mentioned that everybody knows the price of urea and DAP in rural areas.
It is not the question of price alone. It is not available in the market. It is now available even in the
black market. The farmers have been suffering and, on the other hand, we have non-remunerative
prices of crops whether it is paddy, sugarcane or jute. So, on the one hand, there is high input cost,

high cost of pesticides and, on the other, you have non-remunerative prices of crops. Moreover, so
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far as seeds are concerned, good, certified seeds are virtually not available. It is because of all these
reasons that, since 1995, more than 2.5 lakh farmers have committed suicides. What has caused this
turmoil ? The reason is that the Government has followed a neo liberal policy which has driven the
farmers into distress. This is one of the important indicators of Indian economy today. Take price
rise. Last time, in this very House, price rise was discussed in a big way; it was discussed at length. |
am not going into all the points. But we feel we must repeat our suggestion again. We are not in a
position to forget it; the roll back of fuel price hike is very much necessary. Secondly, control fertiliser
prices by enhancing the subsidy. Thirdly, stop forward trading. Fourthly, universalise public
distribution system. Otherwise, it is not possible to control the price rise in our nation. People are not
in a position to get food at cheaper rates. | come to the tax problem. | am astonished to see this. In
2009-10 how much tax was foregone and for whom? According to the Government records, taxes to
the tune of Rs. 5.02 lakh crores were foregone. Percentage-wise, it was 7.59 per cent of the total tax
collection. It was mostly in favour of corporate and affluent classes. You had foregone tax collection
for these people but you could not give any fertiliser subsidy for the farmers or universalise the PDS.
You give concessions to big people, those who are tax defaulters. | feel it is a crime and an offence
on the part of the Government. That is why there has been this deterioration in the Indian economy.
Sir, take fiscal deficit target. The economy is slowing down. | have already said that. Sir, inflation has
remained high. | must say that the approach should be to change the policy. Do not get obsessed
with the fiscal deficit target of 4.5 per cent. It has been discussed many times. Learn from the
developed economies. Austerity measures have worsened the situation of unemployment and
poverty. For that reason, 'Occupy Wall Street” incident has happened in New York. It is not limited

only to New York. It is happening across 1500 cities of the world.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Please conclude.

SHRI MOINUL HASSAN: Step up expenditures for improving the conditions of the poor

working class, provide funds for employment generation and rural development.

| come to my last point. Talking about taxes, the Standing Committee on Finance had made a
recommendation in this regard, and | quote from that Report, "The Government should review the

present regime of tax exemption and deduction, which is obviously loaded in favour of the corporates
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and big tax payers at the expense of small tax payers and the salaried class". My main speech
depends on that philosophy -- save the common people, save the hundred crore people, those who
are working in the villages and small towns; your intention should not be to save the corporate
people, the affluent people; save the common people, living in the remote corners of the country.
This should be our attention. For that reason, people vote for you. This is the serious condition of the
Indian economy. We should stand up and take proper action. Otherwise, this situation will get further

deteriorated and we should stop it.
With these words, | thank you.
SHRI N.K. SINGH (Bihar): Sir, thank you very much for giving me this opportunity.

Sir, this debate has been initiated by the Leader of the Opposition; he has dealt with some of
the more far-reaching issues which affect the present configuration and the conjuncture in which this
debate is taking place. On Friday afternoon, the hon. Finance Minister circulated the mid-year
analysis of the economy to the Lok Sabha, which | had an opportunity to read over the weekend.
Even a cursory reading of this mid-year analysis makes a rather sombre reading. Sombre, in spite of
every diplomatic skill which has been used by the Cornell and Pristine trained economists to put a bit

of a spin on where some of the more negative features of the economy has been highlighted.

| will bring to your attention, Sir, what | believe are some of the six critical issues which the
Finance Minister may like to consider. The first and foremost, Sir, the Leader of the Opposition had
already brought to our notice that the Finance Minister needs to work out a new path of fiscal
consolidation. It is clear that the target of the Thirteenth Finance Commission is off-track. The target
which he accepted for himself in the Budget, of 4.6 per cent, is off-track. | am not a fiscal fetishist in
the traditional sense of what fiscal economists are. But, clearly, the centre piece of any macro-

economic management is the credibility of the path of fiscal consolidation.

What is the path of fiscal consolidation? Sir, this report brings out that the revenue
sluggishness in the first half of the year has been entirely attributed to refunds which have been given

and to sluggish amount of what has been realised from disinvestment. Both these, Sir, are not likely
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to be reversed because the growth trajectory has come down significantly, notwithstanding the
compensation effect of non-refunds in the last half of the year, and the fact that this is not an
opportune time to pursue disinvestment programme in a credible way gives us reasonable reason
that 4.6 per cent may become 5 per cent, or may be even higher. Perhaps, there is no escape from
it. But, then, we need to be assured of a new path of fiscal consolidation to which the Finance

Minister would like the country to focus.

My second point, Sir, is that even while this report was being printed, this report has become
obsolete ! Because, the chapter which they have on financing of the external sector on the balance of
payments, clearly is no more valid considering that the export growth has been over-stated in this
document by 8 to 9 billion dollars and, therefore, the real current account deficit exceeds 3 per cent.
The financing of a 3 per cent current account deficit needs serious consideration if macro-economic
management is to be maintained. | must commend the Reserve Bank of India that they are not
unduly using the reserves which we have, which are quite robust in trying to defend an unrealistic
exchange rate. Because, clearly, | do remember, Sir, that during the Asian Crisis, if you recall,
Thailand had a reserve of 67 billion dollars in the time of the Asian Crisis. That was quite large for a
country of the size of Thailand. But in order to defend an artificial exchange rate, they ran down their
reserves, Sir, in four to five months' time. We are cautious of not making that same mistake, and the
Reserve Bank is no doubt acting with prudence in not trying to defend an artificial exchange rate of
the rupee. But, nonetheless, Sir, a current account deficit of 3.1 per cent of the GDP requires a plan

for financing the current account deficit, which the market will accept.

My third, Sir, important point is that looking at the fact that the contribution of agriculture to
GDP has come down substantially, and that the contribution of the services sector, Sir, which
continues to be exceedingly robust, but the lagged effect of a recession in Western markets is bound
to affect the services sector, and we willy-nilly, will therefore, need a plan in the short run of reviving
the manufacturing sector. That is, Sir, linked with employment; that is linked with GDP growth; that
is linked with poverty alleviation. Therefore, Sir, what is the short term plan? In the long term plan,

fortunately, Sir, they have come out with a National Manufacturing Policy. Regrettably, there is no
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implementation plan which is attached to that National Manufacturing Policy. There is no credible
policy on labour; there is no credible policy on land; there is no credible policy on environment.Merely
to come up with the wish of a National Manufacturing Policy will not improve the manufacturing
sector, at least, in the short run. So, that requires, Sir, a short term plan of what can be done to

really revive the manufacturing sector to improve the GDP numbers.

My fourth point, Sir -- and | will hurry as soon as possible -- is that what are the steps that the
Finance Minister has in mind to reverse the declining rates of growth of GDP because you may come
down to the new Hindu rate and settle down not at 3 per cent Hindu rate of growth, but that new
Hindu rate of growth for India could be something like five to six per cent rate of growth. What is to
be done to get us out of this five to six per cent conundrum, to, at least, climb on to seven per cent?
I know, the exogenous circumstances are not favourable, the internal circumstances are also
difficult, but, Sir, look at the real sectors of the economy. In the morning, we realised that the power
sector is in a colossal mess. Not necessarily because the Power Minister has not been efficient or
effective but coal has declined. Telecom is in a difficult shape; power is in a difficult shape, Sir. So,
what are the concrete steps to be taken by the Government? Civil Aviation, Sir, is nearly in a shut
down stage. There is no credible Civil Aviation Policy because the cost of aviation fuel is too high, the
cost of landing charges are too high, the sales tax is too high. You do not have, Sir a credible Civil
Aviation Policy. So, what are the policies for structural changes in the economy which can set the

economy back to where we were a six to seven per cent rate of growth?
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Your time is up.

SHRI N.K. SINGH: Finally, Sir, | think, | will just end with one last point. Sir, | submit to you
that this is the last time that this House will have the opportunity to focus on the economy; next time
will only be the Budget. | wish to draw the hon. Finance Minister's attention to Part Il of this
Statement, which has been placed before us. That, Sir, you will also find, | am sure, of interest.
That, Sir, is the Status of Implementation of Major Budget Announcements. The Annexure |, Sir,
does a remarkable job, of listing out, in the left-hand column, what were the Budget

announcements, and in the right hand column, what has been the compliance. | wish to submit to
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you, Sir, that the quality of compliance and the quality of what has been said here is something which
is laughable. | will just give two examples, Sir, and then sit down. What did the Finance Minister, for
instance, say? He announced that there would be an enhancement of subvention of interest rates on
loans to farmers by three per cent. That really meant that the loans to farmers would come down by
three per cent of those who have made a prepayment. What does the Mid-term Appraisal say? It
merely says that a Note for approval of the Cabinet has gone, which is still awaiting the Cabinet
approval. One year down the line, we have not been able to reduce interest rates to farmers by three
per cent, which you had promised in the Budget. You had promised of strengthening the NABARD
capital base by infusion of Rs.3000 crores. What does the Sr. No. 41 in the Entry say? 'Cabinet
proposal is still awaited and is pending'. Finally, there are so many things, on page 101 of this, there
was a promise in the Budget of issuance of Tax Free Bonds of Rs.30,000 crores. What does the
proposal say? It says, 'a proposal is being formulated for the consideration of the Department of
Expenditure.’ | really do believe, Sir, that the quality of compliance, one year down the line, to the
promises made by the Finance Minister needs to be substantially improved. Finally, | will end up by
saying this that | realize that extraordinary circumstances are not favourable, the room for fiscal
manoeuvre is exceedingly limited, economic growth has platted down to what | call the new Hindu
rate of growth, we are in the downward trajectory on unemployment. Empirical studies have revealed
that a one per cent decline in GDP leads to a two per cent increase in unemployment and decline in
wage rates. We need, Sir, a credible plan how to put the economy back on track by addressing
some of the issues which you have been indulgent enough to listen to bring to the notice of the hon.

Finance Minister. Thank you.

SHRI' RANJITSINH VIJAYSINH MOHITE-PATIL (Maharashtra): Thank you very much, Sir.
After listening to the informative speech by Shri N.K. Singh Sahib, | have only a few suggestions to
make. Sir, 65 per cent of our population lives in rural India. | am standing here to support the Bill. |
have only some suggestions, questions or queries. Sir, we are coming across the problems of rural
India as well as urban India. The problems are not going down. They are going up day by day. Sir,
the main point of rural economy is the water management system. If we have proper irrigation

system, the people living on agriculture will be satisfied and, at the same time, the number of people
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moving to urban India will also be reduced because the problems will be solved at the village level
itself. Sir, | would submit that the Government had thought of two-three major projects and one of
them, which has been implemented, is the Golden Quadrilateral Express Highways. In the same way,
if we take up the project of Inter-State water linking, it will be a major step. If this is taken up, issues
can be solved at both the ends, in the rural and urban areas as well. As we are witnessing climatic
changes and as we are seeing farmers committing suicides, in addition to many other concerns, the
main concern is water. If this is taken up at a large level, many of such problems can be solved.
Though it is not an issue for the Central Government, but | would submit that my State Maharashtra
has taken up the work of maintaining the land records. In 1931 in Maharashtra the British Government
had done the work on land records and land mapping systems. The State Government of
Maharashtra has taken up this issue. If the funds are allotted and the Central Government considers
this issue of maintaining the land record of agricultural land, governmental land, defence land, forest
land, etc., that problem will be sorted out. As we know much of the administrative cost, as we know,
is related to land records. The cases start off with land records and so the administrative cost is more
because of land record and pending cases. If that is solved, the land record is maintained, many of
the socio-economic problems of the village will be solved and many of our administrative cost will be
taken care off because of the maintenance of land records. At the same time, Sir, to improve
employment, as we have seen and as everybody is looking at, the heritage properties, the
monumental properties with the State Government and the Central Archeological Department has to
be maintained. As in Maharashtra and in many of the States, we have the best of monuments and
the best of heritage properties but if they are taken care, naturally the employment generation will
grow. The population of tourists coming to India is 30 lakhs and population going outside is almost 55
lakhs. So, tourism can be developed inside the country and employment generation can be done
after doing a major makeover of the heritage and monumental sites. Sir, | would like to give my
submission that to cut down the drop outs in schools, if toilet facilities for girls are given then, the
drop outs would be cut down and that would give a healthy educational system and a healthy young
India. Finally, Sir, | would like to give my submission. There is a scheme that we can take up. If direct
donation has to be done, it can be done to the villages. A committee can be formed with the help of

Sarpanch, the officers at the Taluka level; officers at the district level and a director at the village
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level. He can be monitored. There will be accountability and transparency and the donor knows that
whatever he has donated has been implemented and he gets tax evasion and if he gets a tax benefit
out of that, he is not donating for the purpose of tax but he can donate and he will be accounted and
there will be transparency that whatever he has donated is accounted and village development can
take place as Mahatma Gandhi has said, 'Go back to the villages.' People want to go back to the
villages. They want to go back to their roots. They want to give donation but there is no proper
format or system. If Government thinks of these new ideas, naturally, we can have a healthy

economy. Thank you.

SHRI PYARIMOHAN MOHAPATRA (Odisha): Sir, | rise to oppose this Motion. | don't feel that
this Government deserves to be given a single rupee in vote in this House not only because what Mr.
Jaitley said here or Mr. N. K. Singh said about the economic performance or the economic
indicators. That is a lot. A whole lot taken together is presenting such a situation as on today that we
are silent spectators to the economy hurtling down towards recession. This Government was
admired for having fought the recession when the rest of the world was reeling under recessionary
pressures. But, today the same Government because of leadership crisis, because of divisive
tendencies within itself is not able to really manage the economy and letting it get out of hand and this
whole 120 crores of population will suffer because of the Government. Why should it be so? | will not
go into the economic or financial issues any more. My own opposition is also based on this
Government's lack of loyalty to a federal structure to which it is wedded by virtue of taking a
Constitution oath. It has neglected the States which are not governed by Congress or UPA partners.
This morning my party walked out of this House because there is discrimination in giving us funds.
There are 19 backward districts in Odisha, out of 250 in the country, and we have been given Rs. 340
crores a year. Suddenly because something happens within the UPA, you are giving more money to
a particular State! You give Rs. 8,750 crores to Bengal. So, you also give us Rs. 8,000 or Rs. 7,000
crores or Rs. 6,000 crores to us. We don't mind. Give money to Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh which
are much more backward. In the backward category, Odisha, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh are
together. Why do you discriminate? Why do you not honour the federal structure? All the States
should be treated equally. Besides, you have been discriminating against non-Congress, non-UPA
States in matters of flood grants. There have been repeated heavy floods in Odisha this year. Your

team has gone, it has recommended for financial assistance, your Minister went there and made very
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favourable noises. But, not even a single rupee has been given till now against the demand Rs. 3,300

crores.

Then, look at the BPL. Your National Advisory Council's Member, Shri N.C. Saxena, goes
there and says that 84 per cent of people from Odisha should be under the BPL category. Sir,
Suresh Tendulkar gives another figure, though a lower figure but much higher than what you are
prepared to give. And, you say that you want to fix it from here! Fix it! Is it fixing? Do you fix the
number of poor people? They are either poor or not poor. Your commitment should be to see that
every poor family in this country becomes a viable family. Commitment has to be to the family, to

poor families, not to rich or help in creating 8,000 billionaires.

This morning the issue of coal blocks was raised. It was also raised how the States have been
discriminated against. Now, may | ask you one question? If you say that coal, as a resource, belongs
to the nation; yes, it does. So, why wheat, as a resource, should not belong to the nation? We don't
grow wheat. Give us a portion of Punjab and Haryana where we will grow wheat. If somebody from
Maharashtra can go and dig for coal in my State, | should also be allowed to go and cultivate wheat
in Punjab or Haryana. You are not recognizing the poor people. They are not outside the country;
you are only dealing with States by the other side of the international border. Sir, for poor people,
poverty should be the only criterion for giving any special package or declaring a State as a Special
Category State. You had some justification at that point of time -- after Independence -- because
the North-East was in turmoil and there was some difficulty in J & K. So, we declared those States
as Special Category States and the criterion was different. Today that criterion should not be there. It
should be poverty, poverty and poverty. And, poverty should be taken as the criterion for declaring a
State as a Special Category State. We, in Odisha, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh, do not want your
munificence either. On coal and ore, we must have 50 per cent of the value. Today, you are giving it

all away -- Rs. 7,000 crores per tone of iron ore.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Time is over, Sir.
SHRI PYARIMOHAN MOHAPATRA: | will take a minute, Sir.

Sir, on Rs. 7,000 worth of iron ore, Rs. 350 is spent by the mining lessee. Before 2009 we

used to get just Rs. 27 per ton and rest you gave away to the mining lessees. You must know the
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reasons behind this. Now, we get 10 per cent and about Rs. 6,000 is the profit of the mining lessee.
The people of these areas are not with you. The mining lessees are with you. That is the only

conclusion that | can draw. Thank you.

SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY (West Bengal): Sir, | rise to support the proposal. But | have
some reservations on other aspects. The point is that while you have potential, you are not collecting
as much total Direct Taxes as we should have collected. The simple reason that there is no tax on
dividend and there is no tax on estate. | don't mind saying that giving some impetus to the
investment in worth while you did give some impetus to the investors. The United States still has
Estate Duty, which has been there for about 100 years. So, it is a normal fiscal process. | understand
-- | may be wrong, but | read it in a magazine -- that we have a tycoon in India whose dividend
income is between Rs. 4000-5000 crores per year and he does not pay even a single paisa of tax;
whereas if a man, who belongs to the BPL category, smokes a branded bidi or strikes a match, he
pays excise duty on both. So, it looks rather regressive in a progressive system of ours that a man,
belonging to the BPL category, pays tax just to light a bidi and whereas a big gentleman who earns
thousands of crores of rupees does not pay any tax. | may not be sure of the veracity, but | have read
it in a magazine. So, there is some problem in the tax structure. We should make the tax structure a
little more progressive. Now, it is almost second decade of our new liberal economic policy and we
must be able to do that. So, it is through the direct taxation by including the people who can pay and
exempt the people who have problem to pay, | think, some element of balance could be restored.
That apart, | would like to submit that we had some problem in Bengal and the Government of India
has been very gracious to give us some support. But you must understand the problem of Bengal.
The new Government of West Bengal has got an outstanding debt liability of rupees two lakh crores.
Therefore, we are in a very difficult situation to make both ends meet. | have no objection to our
friends in Orissa, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, getting what they want. But our position is slightly
different. If we have one State with Rs. 70,000 crore debt burden and another State with Rs.
2,00,000 crore debt burden and if the latter is given some preference, that is not discrimination. Of
course, we are grateful to the Government of India that it did it. The only point | would like to make is
that | would fervently request the Government of India to have a re-look at the fiscal taxation policy to
make taxation a little more progressive than what it is today. That may help in raising more revenue

and we may not have to go to the market for getting more money.
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Thank you very much.
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ot #30 S § 1Ry © % 86 SRR BT shaTel fh { BIRIA BT 8111 3771 $v Q4T aRiRfoi
g9 T € - a1 SsRReaferey B, g Je €, A AedueT GHaRT 8, 996! V4T a8 o
T 2 f6 AR Q9 H B H DI WBR &1 T8 81 T8 I ShaTel FA 81l Il Sl X8 8, T§ 7
TEA S]] 21 3R ARDHR BT SHATS el a1, A1 9 <2 DI 571 TR BT & 8] [Tl Fhill
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TS BRI UISAR IRTER HH BI1 Il S 8T &1 ABld, % YT Bl 13 IR IG1AT S gl 2l 3R
FANY IR 31T MR 93111 a1 SR TaRAUIe it B 81 TG 33 A1 &) A1 89 I8 il 9 78
2 b amor o sefcafone &, 1 SEURy ®, S I §, 98 I8T UR 79T BUT $RE HR Bl
HE! AIEI TE| U1 I&T 21 98 18R of SR YfFafoTei ox 81 7, e} biagdl @il I8 &, I8 4
ST & ¥ 92 97N B Y YET 1 I8 TR IR (U HURTST BT TE T97 8T 21 U1 941 B /T R?
39 W B P AT AT 5 < oft T <ifSie fopam i 7, S ugel I8 WR Se¥] R S|
IR IR 2 A St o, Tt BAR oI BT /ISR 1o, 89 31T 96 ITaT 2T 3199 <91 &)
TR BT R B H ABe 81| 8H $HBI AP 1Y fb FART U1 q1eR 7 1Y, FoTad HRT gHRY
fRIfr 980 @R1E BT el 1 IET 81 89 30 I WAl Bl BIc| BRI Sl RIS 91 off, a8 W)
ggd R T 1 SRy 99 &1 fRUfT 78 81 77 © % s A9-9R” 981 4 Sier & gaEa
AR BT Bl B 18 TR AR 8, fo1d SR i ) | &9 $HIC R IR 8, S9d! dFTd 99
BT & 3R P HRUI AR WS Bl HRC 9§ il 2, Y SR TRIUIE IIRE IR WY ST 3R
<@ 1 e 81 H S § 6 MRT TR B 370 FHRITG €1 $B T &3 B 8, PO U o
I 2, ST IR S9! 31fde U1 271 gedl 8, AifhT 5d 1 &) rer g9 S TRI9 fhari, 99 ™9
HOTGRI &1 I &7 W | IS, H A1 4T 4301 ST DT &I SR DI 3R SATHA HRAT ATE
el W CHACISd Udh 98 sl Sel gall $Ral ATl g8f A} el 45 <) g% 21 3l IR 9RA
PR 1 el {6 89 981 IR Uobe1 <1 iR STo! Rarsd w31, AT a8 S o o) a 721 an B
31T TEFCO 9% U] 8% 81 301 PR A AN IENT SR Y2l H 7R T8 &1 SHS AR W RO &, cifeh
P75 WRBR AT Sl AN & Fdhell ©, 98 <, O 89 IR IQ¥ Bl AN 98 H A6 8l H
A <t #=01 Sft 1 qe7s <1 § i s9R A1 {4 =1 9o &7 1 AebeHrad 81 59 Wi I8
IRBR Hhe H 3T B, T 9 9971 oid & 3R 5 ff TR W a7y 311 Tl of 9 81 S YR
H 9 99 TRHET 3R AGIGRI & U WY Apeards g+ A 7es 9 I &, @l &1 57 &1 @
qeed A el e §1 5761 WR1 b A1, H IMIPT AR Jhe HRAT § b 39 qo1 999 faam #
I o 371 TRl @l SIR A faT #30) Sit &1 & 8fR g1 FIRTaH<0T x|

SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, at a time when this House is going to pass this
Appropriation Bill, i would like to raise a few critical issues which relate to our economy and future of
the Nation. Sir, | think India stands at crossroads. After two decades of our economic journey on the

basis of the neoliberal economic reforms, this happens at a time when the world economy is in deep
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crisis. The United States of America, the European Union and all developed countries are in deep

crisis. Sir, it is time that the Government should look at new ways to overcome this crisis.

Sir, it is not a question of good economics and bad politics. | can say, it is bad economics and
bad politics. That is what is being practised by the Government. Politics and economics can never be
divorced, and, in fact, economics is the best politics and politics is the best economics today. In

such a situation, what we witnessed with the present Government is bad economics, bad politics.

The question is, how do we change this? This is what | am trying to raise. | agree with my
previous speaker that poverty should be considered as No. 1 priority for the Government. India is a
signatory to the Millennium Development Goals of the United Nations. By 2015, the world is aiming at
ending poverty. Sir, | was a participant in one of the international conferences of Asian political
parties. There was a representative from Indian National Congress; one representative from BJP; and
from CPI and CPM also, there were representatives. China could get up and declare that 'it may not
be possible for China to end poverty by 2015; but China will be able to end poverty by 2020." | do not
know whether our country has that courage to declare that India will be able to end poverty and

provide food and employment to all its citizens.

Sir, | have the copy of Mid Year Analysis which is given to all of us. Even many previous
speakers referred to it. Here, on poverty it is said, "It is very alarming.' The poverty line at June 2011
price level has been estimated at Rs. 965 in urban areas and Rs. 781 in rural areas. Sir, | do not think
anyone in Delhi city will be able to live with Rs. 965 per year. Is it the outcome of our two decades of
economic reform process? | am asking this question. It is a question of justice for the people living
below poverty line or poor people. Who are these people? They are overwhelmingly the Scheduled
Caste people, Scheduled Tribe people. How far is the Scheduled Caste Component Plan
implemented? How far is the Tribal Sub-Plan implemented? Let us make a serious introspection. |
appeal to the conscience of everyone in this House, including the Government. The Government
should make a study to see how best the Scheduled Caste Component Plan is implemented, Tribal
Sub-Plan is implemented. Without giving priority to such Plans, how can you overcome the poverty ?

That is the problem which we witness today in Indian economy. The Mid Year Analysis says that the
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growth in manufacturing sector is very slow and employment generation is not taking place in the
manufacturing sector. But | agree with what the hon. Finance Minister says in the Mid Year Analysis,
'India did very well during the first phase of the global crisis. Thanks to its strengths in prudential
management of the finance sector and quick and responsive fiscal stimulus and momentary easing
measures. As a result, India's growth slowdown was the shortest and least among all major
economies.' If it is so, what are the financial sector reforms that we are talking about? If at all the
fundamentals are sound, as our hon. Finance Minister claims, Sir, which are these fundaments?
These fundaments are our public sector undertakings, our public sector banking industry, our public
sector insurance industry. But the Government is trying to open up all these public sector
undertakings, banks, insurance, etc., to Foreign Direct Investment? How? Why should we weaken
our public sector undertakings which provide strength to our economy, which provide self-reliance to
our economy? Why should we weaken it? Even today, the Insurance Bill was passed in the Lok
Sabha. | do not know what will happen when it would come to Rajya Sabha. ... (Interruptions)... The

entire crisis, the crisis which we witnessed in the United States ...(/nz‘errupz‘/ons)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, conclude, Mr. Raja.

SHRI D. RAJA: | mean to say that the crisis that originated in the United States had originated
in the financial sector. The crisis that originated in the Eurozone countries originated in the financial
sector. If we go in for liberalization in the financial sector recklessly, without giving any priority to our
own national interests, then the economy cannot develop; it would do badly. When we discussed
price-rise, we raised several issues. When we discussed FDI in the retail sector, we raised several
issues. | agree with the LoP when he talked about consensus. The Finance Minister is quite an
intelligent and experienced Minister in the Government. He would not take it as a consensus between
the Congress and the BJP. There had been a reference to the UPA-I Government. Yes, there was
the UPA-I Government and the Left Parties supported that Government from outside. There was a
Common Minimum Programme. We protested when disinvestment was sought to be implemented
recklessly and, in fact, we refused to cooperate with the Government when BHEL was sought to be
disinvested. So, we tried to protect the economy during that time. Now, in UPA-Il, what is
happening? | think, it is in the public sector, the banking industry and the insurance industry where
Government will have to prioritize its agenda. It is time that Government goes in for a mid-term review

of the economic policies and fiscal policies that it has been pursuing so far. Also, there is need for a
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5.00 P.M.

mid-course correction. If such a mid-course correction does not take place, people will have to
intervene. People will have to effect a course correction. They will do it at a political level. They will do
it when elections are announced. That is what would happen. We would then have to go to the

people.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, conclude.

SHRI D. RAJA: So, the Finance Minister will have to soberly take the views expressed in the
House, and even though it is a coalition Government, the Government will have to take everybody's
opinion into consideration. We are all speaking for the country. We want our country's progress, our
country's economy to grow, our country to prosper and people to enjoy the benefits. Now, look at
the sufferings of our people, Sir. They do not have a house; they do not have a job; they live in

poverty. Why should India continue with that?
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, conclude.

SHRI D. RAJA: Now, the time has come when the neo-liberal economic paradigm of
development needs a thorough review and a course correction is needed at this point of time. With

these words, | conclude.

SHRI'N. BALAGANGA (Tamil Nadu): Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman Sir, for giving me an
opportunity to speak on the supplementary demands for grants placed here by the hon. Finance

Minister.

Sir, as far as the common man is concerned, the problems continue unabated. The common
people are distressed at the way this Government is functioning. | would like to dwell on some of the
issues. There is all-round failure on the part of the Government, name any sector, industry,
agriculture, education or power. The statistics indicate that the rate of food inflation is hovering over
18 per cent when it comes to the consumers. During the past two years, whenever there was a
discussion on price rise, the hon. Finance Minister said that inflation would ease within two or three

months.

He has been saying this for the past two years. But the country has not witnessed any relief

from high inflation. It continues to go up and up. One of the reasons for the rise in prices of essential
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commodities, all of us know, is the continuous price rise in petrol and diesel. The UPA Government
from 2004 to 2011 increased the diesel price from Rs.29.30 to Rs.43.80 per litre and petrol price from
Rs.41.25 to Rs.67.22 per litre. The oil companies which hiked the prices are all Navratna companies.
The Government is helping them at the cost of the common man. So, | request the Government to
look into this seriously whether deregulation of petrol prices is good to our economy and to our
people or not. Sir, there has been a continuous attack on Tamil Nadu fishermen by the Sri Lankan
Navy. Though there have been assurances from the Government, no tangible action is taken. Our
hon. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu has written many letters to the hon. Prime Minister, but no
concrete steps have been taken. The fishermen issue of Tamil Nadu should not be taken as an
isolated incident. Sir, | wanted to raise an important point. Tamil Nadu which was receiving 52,806
kilo litre kerosene per month, it was suddenly reduced to 44,058 kilo litre per month from June 2011.
People of Tamil Nadu have been put to great hardship. Our Chief Minister has sent a letter to the
hon. Prime Minister to restore the kerosene supply as it was in April 2011 and requested for the 5 per
cent enhancement of the kerosene supply. Due to the mishandling of erstwhile Government in Tamil
Nadu, there is acute shortage of electricity power. Our Chief Minister also requested
...(/m‘errupt/ons)... allocate 1000 megawatt from the Central pool to Tamil Nadu.

...(Interruptions)...
SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY : What is this? ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let him say what he wants to say. ...(Interruptions)... There is
nothing unparliamentary. ...(/nterrupz‘/'ons)... Please sit down. ...(/nz‘errupt/ons)... Nothing will go

on record. ...(Interruptions)... What are you doing? ... (Interruptions)...
SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is his right. ...(Interruptions)... Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)... Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)... You cannot tell what subject he will talk

about. ...(Interruptions)... Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)... What is this? ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI N. BALAGANGA: Finally, | would like to point out that due to the mismanagement of the

Government during 2006-2011, the financial position ...(Time bell rings)... of Tamil Nadu is in a

tNot recorded.
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precarious condition. Therefore, the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, hon. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma has
also requested the Prime Minister to kindly sanction Rs.25,000 crore as special package on the lines
of West Bengal for development projects. | urge upon the Government to consider and look into the

demands of our Chief Minister at the earliest. Thank you.

SHRI'Y.S. CHOWDARY (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | am thankful to you for
giving me this opportunity to speak on this Bill. Though we have definitely most experienced Finance
Minister in the world, the present Government has presented three General Budgets but none of the

Budgets has tried to give any direction to our economy, not to say about the supplementary Budget.

The Government is not able to tame the inflation and the common people of the country

are/have been suffering from high inflation and skyrocketing prices.

Out of the additional expenditure proposed, 93 per cent is for non-Plan expenditure whereas a
meagre four per cent is for creating durable capital assets; hence, 96 per cent is for revenue

expenditure only.

Of the Supplementary Demands of Rs.63,180 crores, only ten per cent, i.e. Rs.6,330 crores,
is proposed to be met through increased revenues while the rest 90 per cent will have to be
necessarily borrowed. Thereby, it can have two undesirable consequences -- (|) increased in high
interest rates, leading to higher inflation and (i) sucking the liquidity from the market, thereby
reducing the funds' availability for investments. This eventually will lead the private sector to
postpone the capital assets' investments, which will automatically stagnate the Government
revenues, and with continuous rise in non-Plan expenditure, the revenue and fiscal deficit will further
rise and the country will be caught in the vicious circle of lower growth and rising fiscal deficits and

Government debt.

We need to guard ourselves against such uncontrolled growth in public debt so that our
country does not face the serious default situation as we have been seeing in the case of Greece,

Italy and Spain.

To guard against this, | have two suggestions. If the Government is seeking supplementary
grants in December, it means that a twelve months' budgeted expenditure has been spent within

eight months. Why should only the expenditure increase at all times? If the revenue is not growing
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and growth in some categories of expenditure is inevitable, why shouldn't the Government plan and
reduce expenditure under other heads well in advance, instead of approaching the Parliament for

Supplementary Grants at the last minute ?

The budgeted expenditure, this year, was over Rs.12 lakh crores. In making budgets for all
large projects, it is a general practice that five per cent we normally keep as contingencies. Why not
we start following the practice of keeping five cent as contingency for each head? And, thereby, it

can be monitored in a better manner for avoiding this kind of last minute approaches.

The other subject is, we all know that agriculture is the backbone of our economy and about
70 per cent of the people are engaged in agricultural activities. But this Government, for some or

other reason, has not been able to do anything for the agriculture sector substantially.

There is no sustainable credit policy for the farmers and the cases of farmers' suicide are/have
been continuing. The main reason for farmers' suicide is lack of credit, high rate of interest,
non-availability of credit in time, and lack of other infrastructural facilities, though the Government
has done so many studies for the infrastructure. Of course, State Governments are not in a position
to provide any required benefits, financially, to the farmers. Thereby, a national fund is required to be

created to address the problems of farmers. ...(Time bell rings)...

Even after 64 years of Independence, it is visible that governments after governments have
been taking all actions only keeping in view to attract the voters and we are not able to develop any

sustainable, long-term solutions.

Sir, | feel, now the time has definitely come to work with cooperation and coordination, and
particularly, we have got an opportunity to learn lessons from the various mistakes already committed

by the so-called developed countries and we need not repeat those things. Thank you, Sir.

3} oI ST (fA8R): Weley Qe Usel § 3] a=udTe o1 <16 § [ A0 Joi dief
1 HipT faaT 8

qEIed, § 59 a8 &1 99 % 3@ g, fSa § -0 qarer w1 A gl o |-
AT Ugd 'HS-3 Hier', "R 3R qd e i’ # agd I @9 fan e ARy ArSsl b
SER-S1-SER 31, i 391 R SIT&T U1 @ bl 8 AR fagT | =1 gt wwor fvan 51 4§
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Y8 ST A18 g e SAADT S ATSTIIT BT utility fHaTl g3 SR AT a1 WAt gar 872 Tl
BT drop-out fHd=T BT & AT 9T &, M0+ 39 W WY fa=ar forar & a1 1212 Adfrer o # g=i &1
Ft Rren e T8 27 91 IS IRRA arelt R frer 7€ 7, 99 919 areh e fier <@ &
31MS.1. 1. arett Rer et <& 87 39 W Y v R wxer e fre-S-+ier # oo avrel
TYY Y B MIBT T8 ST G 3 g2l &1 i frs-3-#dt firet <e1 2, a8 98l fad @1 g
Terd firet XET &, Rife T8T WR utility of money ®T FdTeT ST &1 3R utility of money & IR H 31T
Wﬁﬁﬁm@wwmﬁ?mmaﬁ?unumi%d moneyiﬁfﬁgwﬁﬁ@%,
SHB IR H AR g FHRAT 8111 H 37 A4 vl wR 31Yd1 &1 P HRAT A8 § qAT e

NEE IR SRR EISESEINEARI KRR CIE

it Su=puTafer: rEqarferan Sit, I U@t Ut w1 WHY O WA 81 AT B, ARG M
supplementary grants P IRE Y fEa7 ST B

SHRI'S. S. AHLUWALIA (Jharkhand): Hon. Deputy Chairman, Sir, while initiating the debate,
hon. LoP spoke in detail on the Appropriation (No.4) Bill, 2011 and on the state of the economy. |

am on a limited issue.

Sir, Sikkim is a small State. The merger of Sikkim took place in 1975. Prior to the merger the
Sikkim ruler had maintained a register of his subjects, and prior to the merger, many Indian citizens
from the mainland, especially, Bengalis, Biharis and Marwaris had settled there to pursue trade and
other professions, and permanently settled there. In the Finance Act of 1989 the Government of India
provided for exemption under section 10 of the Income Tax Act, 1961 of the income from Sikkim
Lottery of Sikkim Government appointed agents who were residents of Sikkim State by inserting

clause 26AA. It reads as under and | quote:

"26AA. Any income of a person by way of winning any lottery, the draw of which is held in
pursuance of any agreement entered into on or before the 28th February, 1989 between the State
Government of Sikkim and the organising agents of such lottery where such person is resident in the

State of Sikkim in any previous year."

Sir, | am giving an example of lottery. | am not a supporter of lottery. But | am giving an
example of income tax exemption in the case of lottery in Sikkim. In the Finance Act of 2008, for the

first time, the Government, in the matter of giving exemptions under section 10 of the Income Tax
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Act, 1961 chose to make a discrimination between the Indian citizens whose names were registered
in the Register of Sikkim Subjects and the Indian citizens residing in Sikkim prior to 1975 but did not
opt to register themselves as Sikkim Subjects because that would tantamount to dual citizenship and
violation of Indian law. That was prior to 1975. They have not registered themselves. But after that in
the new clause 26AAA inserted in section 10 of the income Tax Act, 1961 through the Finance Act,

2008, it is stated and | quote:

It said, "26 (AAA) in case of individual, being a Sikkimese, any income which accrues or
arises to him (a) From any source of the State of Sikkim; or (b) By way of dividend or interest on
securities provided that nothing contained in this clause shall apply to a Sikkimese woman who, on or

after the 1st day of April, 2008, marries an individual who is not a Sikkimese" .

Even they have deprived a woman also. If she marries a non-Sikkimese, she is also deprived
of this. They have deprived all the non-Sikkimese from this exemption. The point is, the non-
Sikkimese Indian citizens residing in Sikkim have been making fervent appeals for the end of this

discrimination but of no avail so far.

My Leader concluded his speech by saying that the Government should come with a big heart.
There is a difference between big heart and large heart. This decision in the Finance Act has been
taken by a large heart. Big heart is generous and humble, but large heart is a disease. If your heart
enlarges, you become a heart patient. The hon. Finance Minister may recall that on 19th October in
the Economic Editors' Conference one question was asked to you. There you said, " Yes, | am aware
of the problem; | am addressing the issue'". Sir, my point is, they are very small in number, but they
are deprived of their rights. They are part of Sikkim. They are proud Sikkimese. They are proud that
they are the people of Sikkim. But they are deprived of all these rights. This should be withdrawn
immediately so that justice can be done to the people of mainland who had settled prior to the

merger, before 1975.

Apart from this, | would like to submit that recently we have seen natural calamity, a serious
earthquake. The people and the Government were expecting good amount of money for
rehabilitation of Sikkim. But the amount given by the Government of India from the Natural Calamity

Fund is not sufficient. | hope you would be generous. You should also give money with big heart to
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this tiny Himalayan State, which is the only organic State, pollution free State. We should be proud of
that. You must come out to help that State and send more relief and rehabilitation material so that

they can come forward again. With these two submissions, | conclude. Thank you.

3} TSR 91T FRIG, H SATUd H1eqd | A3 o 301 ST 4 S1gR1e vl § o IS
Eal special package e SN 3fR EPF &7 interest rate &1 TETT S| ...(AqHT). ..

DR. BHALCHANDRA MUNGEKAR (Nominated): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | thank you for
allowing me to participate in the discussion on the Appropriation (No. 4) Bill, 2011. Before | say
something on the Appropriation Bill, | must share my pleasure with this House and compliment and
congratulate the Government for taking the stand at the United Nations Climate Change Conference.
| was privileged to be a Member of that Parliamentary Delegation along with the Minister, Shrimati

Jayanthi Natarajan.

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: The whole House should compliment the Minister. She got a standing
ovation. She is the youngest Minister. While expressing the views of the Government of India, she

got a standing ovation there for her articulation. It is a matter of pride.
DR. BHALCHANDRA MUNGEKAR: Ahluwaliaji, | am making this point.
SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: The whole House should support this.

DR. BHALCHANDRA MUNGEKAR: She had spoken about the Government's stand in
unmincing words that as regards climate change the responsibility of the developing countries would
be with equity and differentiated responsibility. As it was mentioned just now, 135 nations gave a
standing ovation despite the differences. This is one of the greatest achievements of the UPA
Government. | want to put this on record. | just want to mention two or three issues. First, obviously,
is inflation. | find that sometimes there is confusion. In the entire debate on inflation, there is a failure
to distinguish between 'economics of inflation' and 'the political economy of inflation'. There are no
two opinions in this House or anywhere in the world that inflation affects poor people adversely by
encroaching upon their purchasing power. But, nevertheless, what is the dynamics of inflation?
What is the process of inflation? There is inflation in a static economy and inflation in a dynamic

economy. If this distinction is not made, then, we shall be beating around the bush.
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And, | would submit that inflation, is essentially a result of mismatch between demand and
supply. Between 2004-05 and 2010-11, the average annual rate of growth of Indian economy was
about 8.5 per cent, which is unprecedented. This is despite the global economic and financial crisis
of 2007-09 and India is the only country, other than China, to experience such growth scenario. |
congratulate the Government for making it possible. When | hear that the Government does not have
the infrastructure policy, that it does not have the monetary policy, that it does not have the financial
policy, that it does not have the social policy, | sometimes wonder whether the Government is just
operating on the basis of the Newton's First Law of Motion, that it is working on forces from outside.
Are all these continuous growth rates of 8.5 per cent - it is even now 6.9 per cent - happening in the
absence of any kind of economic policy on the part of the Government? |, absolutely, find it difficult

to agree.

This impressive growth rate has been made possible due to the prompt stimulus measures
taken by the Government and the Reserve Bank of India that protected the economy from global

financial crisis.

Undoubtedly, the money injected in the economy through the stimulus packages contributed
to the building up of inflationary pressures in the economy. In fact, a closer examination of the
inflationary process in the Indian economy would reveal that it could very well be traced to the
counter-cyclical measures adopted by the Government to overcome the global financial crisis. If
global economic crisis had not been dealt with by the counter-cyclical financial measures, the Indian
economy, as Mr. N.K. Singh was mentioning, would have been at the lower rate of growth than at

the higher Hindu rate of growth, that is, six per cent.

Following the commitment to inclusive growth in the Eleventh Five Year PLan, the UPA
Government has initiated several flagship programmes such as Mahatma Gandhi NREGA Scheme,
Bharat Nirman, NRHM and housing schemes for the poor. It is unprecedented that from 1st April,
1951 till the Eleventh Five Year Plan, the Eleventh Plan was a turning point in India's economic history
where 60 per cent allocation of resources, out of Rs.14.45 lakh crores for the first time, have been

allocated for the social sectors. Sir, | am closely aware of the shortcomings and anomalies in some of
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these things including some corruption. And | would urge upon the Government to rectify these
anomalies and improve their implementation for better results. But is it right to underestimate the
importance of these schemes and dismiss them which, for the first time, are helping the rural poor in
a substantial manner? | shall just mention one such scheme. Under the MGNREGA Scheme alone,
nearly 4.5 to 5 crore poor, rural labour households are annually getting employment. In the financial
year 2010-11, more than 5.3 crore households got employment through 50 lakh works that generated
250 crore person days' employment. What is gratifying, more than 50 per cent of the workers are
belonging to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and a substantial number of them being

women. This is, basically, inclusive growth.

| heard the earlier speeches of my respected colleagues on this, without any reference to
inclusive growth. We are discussing micro fundamentals of economy; we are discussing the growth
trajectory; we are discussing infrastructure. But ultimately for what? Ultimately, purpose of the
growth is not to alleviate poverty of the members of the Planning Commission and Members of
Parliament for disrupting Houses again and again. Bascially, economic growth is for alleviating

poverty and destitution of the poor people.

| was talking about dynamics. Increase in money supply is an importance source of inflation. In
a growing economy, money supply is bound to increase. Between 2008-09 and 2010-11, the money
supply increased by about Rs. 1,20,000 crores. Between 2009-10 and 2010-11 alone, it increased by
about Rs.89,000 crores. Between 2009-10 and 2010-11, bank credit to commercial sector increased
by Rs.2,67,000 crores. The Budget for 2010-11-12 has provided Rs.3,75,000 crores towards
agricultural credit alone. In this context, what is completely lost sight of is, what is called in monetary
economics 'the velocity of circulation of money” in a growing economy that tends to rise, which also
equally contributes to the inflationary pressures. Sir, this is the dynamics of inflation in a growing

economy so far as the demand side is concerned.

During the last four to five years, the Government has been continuously raising the Minimum
Support Prices. Each and every political party, day-in-and-day-out, is swearing on the interests and
welfare of the farming community. What happened to the procurement prices during the last six-
seven years? Let me quote. Between 2004-05 and 2010-11, the Minimum Support Price of paddy
(common variety) was raised from Rs.560 to Rs.1000 per quintal. For this year, that is, for 2011-12, it

has been further raised by Rs.80 to make it Rs.1080 per quintal. This constitutes a 90 per cent
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increase over 2004-05. This has been happening with respect to all major agricultural crops. During
this year, for instance, the MSP for Urad dal and other pulses has been increased to about Rs.3400
per quintal. Isn't it a fact that all political parties unanimously swear in the name of the farmers and
demand higher Minimum Support Prices? Is it not elementary economics that increase in the MSPs
would contribute to a rise in open market prices of the agricultural commodities? Sir, Dr. Ashok
Mitra, in his classical work on Terms of Trade and Class Relations, has demonstrated with
econometric modelling that whenever you are raising support prices you are providing signal to the
market and the market follows the Minimum Support Prices. In no economy in the world you can

have immunity from the rise in open market prices once you raise the MSPs.

Sir, what is extremely important is that in order to control the prices, the RBI has taken
protective measures and during the last nineteen months it has raised the repo rate thirteen times
and it has, to some extent, affected the rate of growth. But having followed it closely, | understand
that even by raising the repo rate thirteen times during 19 months, the RBI has not allowed the rate of

growth to be substantially affected.

Sir, times are changing very fast in the global economy. So far as the Indian economy is
concerned, the cumulative effect of these changes is that the rupee is depreciating very fast. | urge
upon the Hon. Finance Minister that this is not only making our imports costlier but with the growing
import intensity of exports, the exports are affected. This would adversely affect the trade balance
and ultimately widen the current account deficit. |, therefore, suggest that the RBI should make

appropriate intervention in the matter.

Sir, coming to inflation proper, the Wholesale Price Index of food inflation has moderated to
6.8 per cent in March, 2011 after reaching 20 to 22 per cent in February, 2010. Of its two
components, primary food inflation touched the historic high of 21.85 per cent in February, 2010 and,
thereafter, declined to 9.41 per cent in March, 2011. Manufactured products also showed a similar
trend. | compliment the Hon. Finance Minister for taking some measures to contain the prices of
essential commodities that included select food items on exports and futures trade in food grains,
zero import duty on select food items, import of pulses and sugar by public sector undertakings,

distribution of imported pulses and edible oils, through public distribution system, and release of
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higher quota of non-levy sugar. In addition, the State Governments were empowered to act against
hoarders of food items, by holding in abeyance the removal of restrictions on licensing, stock limits

and movement of food articles under the Essential Commodities Act, and so on.

Sir, prices of petrol, diesel and kerosene are seriously affecting inflation and they are extremely
sensitive and no expert knowledge is required to spell out the impact of rise in their prices on the

overall structure of the cost of production in the economy and how they fuel the cost-push inflation.

Sir, coming from the teaching profession myself and not being a politician per se, | refrain from
scoring political points and yet | am constrained to mention that in April 1988 when NDA first formed
the Government, the price of crude oil in the international market was 12.50 dollars per barrel and, in
May, 2004, when NDA was voted out of power, it rose to 36.25 dollars per barrel. Despite such
overall stability in the international crude oil prices, the available information shows that the NDA
Government increased the prices of petrol 21 times and that of diesel 24 times! | would like to quote
from the Economic Times of 28th June, 2008: "The Vajpayee led NDA regime, which increased fuel
prices gradually throughout its tenure, went scot-free even as it raised prices of PDS kerosene and
diesel by 258 per cent and 110 per cent respectively. The UPA government, on the other hand, tried
to shield people till the fag end of its five year term, that is, 2008-09, and felt penalised for keeping
prices of PDS kerosene unchanged and raising the price of diesel by only 60 per cent in its regime."
This was despite the fact that during the first four years of the UPA-I the international oil prices had
increased by 203 per cent. | thank the Government for rolling back the recent rise in petrol prices and

for showing concern towards the aam aadmi.

Sir, now having said this, | would like to make the following suggestions for the consideration
of the Hon. Finance Minister. | am democrat to the core; because | believe in the right of criticism.
That is why | do not believe in the authoritarian Government; | do not believe in any kind of dictatorial
Government. But, when | hear the criticism without any kind of concrete alternative suggestions to
the Government, | fail to understand the entire purpose of the debate. | would make now specific
quick suggestions, regarding the inflation control, to the Government, to the Hon. Finance Minister,

before | come to two-three other important points.
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Sir, it is a fact that during the last 15 years, Indian agriculture is suffering from a crisis. During
the last 10 years, more than 2 lakh farmers committed suicide. This is the culminating result of the
sustained agrarian crisis. On 4th May, 2010, in my maiden speech, | had mentioned that continuously
during the last 15 years, the investment in agriculture, as a proportion of GDP, is declining. This is the

major crisis which is responsible for the demand and supply gap.

Sir, pulses form the most important protein source for the poor. They cannot afford meat, egg
and fish. What worries me is the fact that per capita net availability of pulses per day during the
decade 1951 to 1960, the first decade after Independence, was 66.4 grams, and it declined to 44.6
grams during 1999-2008. We have been talking of the Second Green Revolution during the last 40

years. It is too late. By this time, we should have actually the Third Green Revolution.

Sir, we have to seriously think about amending a plethora of Agricultural Produce Marketing
Acts that make agricultural produce market imperfect -- that is, oligopolistic. These Acts and

regulations protect the vested interests in the rural areas more than in the urban areas.

Sir, the public distribution system is the most important instrument to control inflation and is
suffering from several shortcomings including the rampant corruption. Therefore, it needs total
restructuring, rehauling and reorientation. Sir, we are privileged today to have more than 60 MT of
foodgrains and | do not think there is any justification for rising prices of food grains such as rice and

wheat.

Sir, distribution of kerosene through public distribution system has become a big failure, as,
according to my ordinary guess, 40-50 per cent of the public distribution system kerosene goes to
the petrol pumps for adulteration.. Something drastically needs to be done in this. | had suggested in
my maiden speech that the BPL families should be given a one-time subsidy for installation of LPG
cylinders and the kerosene subsidy should be totally eliminated in a phased manner for over a period

of four to five years.

Sir, | submit to the Hon. Finance Minister that the futures trading should be totally banned at
least for the essential commodities for a foreseeable future. The prices of fruits and vegetables are
absolutely vulnerable and are fluctuating. In this context, | beg to express my concern towards the

recent decision of the Government to allow 51 per cent in FDI in multi-brand trade and 100 per cent in
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the single brand trade. There is no doubt in my mind that our entire agricultural marketing system
needs a total restructuring. But, my concern with respect to FDI in retail market is related to
employment. According to the National Sample Survey Organisation' report of 2009, the retail sector
provides 35 million jobs of which 20 million in urban areas and 15 million in rural areas. This means, it
is providing livelihood to about 170 million people in the country. Since the problem of unemployment
is becoming very acute every day, what is the impact of this decision on employment/unemployment

needs to be carefully seen.

| would like to suggest to the Hon. Finance Minister that the Government should take initiative
in opening up thousands of retail shops on the pattern of Kendriya Bhandars in Delhi for fruits and
vegetables in all cities with population, say, more than one lakh. Sir, Kendriya Bhandars on Delhi
pattern, if they are opened in all the cities having population between one and two lakhs, then, we

will be giving substantial relief to both consumers and producers.

Sir, my seventh point is, people perceive that no strong deterrent measures and actions have
been taken against the hoarders, profiteers and black-marketeers. The people feel that they are at
the mercy of the anti-social elements. |, therefore, suggest the Government to take stern action in

this regard, as far as possible.

Sir, | would raise two or three issues very quickly. Sir, so far as social justice is concerned, |
had mentioned last time that when we discuss poverty, the discussion becomes statistical in nature.
The entire discussion on poverty — Rs.26, Rs.32, one dollar, two dollars -- without referring to the
social groups as to who are poor, becomes a statistical exercise. The Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, minorities, particularly Muslim community, rural widows, unemployed, helpless
and destitutes are forming more than 75 per cent of the poor people. The entire debate during the
last 40-50 years on poverty is absolutely devoid of which are the social groups which are poor. Sir, |
have sufficient data, so far as the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes are concerned. Sir, there
are two schemes. One is the Special Component Plan for the Scheduled Castes, and the other is the
Tribal Sub-Plan for Tribals. Both of them together constitute 25 per cent. The Planning Commission

had appointed the Task Force, which exempted 41 Ministries out of 61 that they need not pay
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anything to the Special Component Plan and the Tribal Sub-Plan. | urge upon the Finance Minister
and the Government to withdraw this Report, and restore the earlier policy of the allocation of Plan
funds for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes on the basis of their population that has been

in practice since 1974-75 and 1979 respectively.

Sir, there is one related issue. The House might be aware that in Maharashtra, the people who
consider Dr. Ambedkar as their gospel are demanding 12 acres of land for that Chaityabhoomi
Development Project. The Chaityabhoomi is called Chaityabhoomi because Dr. Ambedkar was
cremated there. | urge upon the Hon. Finance Minister and the entire Government that before this
issue escalates, and becomes full-fledged confrontation between the followers of Dr. Ambedkar --
since we believe in social justice -- and the Government, and the entire House shall join with me, to
give that 12 acres of land, disregarding its price, for the development of Ambedkar Chaityabhoomi.

That will be a tribute to Dr. Ambedkar, so far as social justice is concerned.

Sir, another important issue is regarding women and child development. When | was hearing
the speeches, | did not hear anything about the social sector development. We are talking of
empowering of women. In Rajya Sabha, we have already passed the Bill giving 33 per cent
reservation to women in the Central Legislature. We have made 50 per cent reservation for women in
the local self-governing bodies. Sir, women in this country are not allowed to be born! What is the
ratio of women per thousand of men? It was 971 women in 1951, as against, in 2001, they were just
931. The ratio increased; from 927 in 1991 to 931 during a period of ten years. Is this the kind of
empowerment we are talking of ? What is the stand of the Government on this issue? | am surprised
to know that even the political class in the country is not sensitive to what is disgracefully called as
'honour killing'. When we are talking of culture, and when we are teaching culture to the entire world,
and we say this is the land of culture, this 'honour killing" is happening in our country. Is there any
country in the world where lovers, boy and girl, 16, 17, 20, 25 years of age are kidnapped and they
are burnt alive just because they are loving each other, they disgracefully called as honour killing?
There is no word in the dictionary to describe this kind of disgraceful act. | urge upon the Government
not to treat honour killing on par with normal killings or normal murders, and the Government should

enact a law immediately, to deal with such incidents. The last point is about atrocities against the
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Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Sir, this country never suffers because of the scarcity of
Acts. Prof. Dantewala, who was my professor, told me that this country does not suffer from the
scarcity of Acts, from the famine of Acts. It suffers because of non implementation of the Acts or the
bad implementation of the good Acts. Five thousand Scheduled Caste women are annually raped so
far as the Report of the Scheduled Castes Commission is concerned. This country is not agitated
even for a single time on this. There has not been a motion of adjournment for a single time on this.
Therefore, people will ask the question, which Ambedkar asked Gandhi in the Round Table
Conference, ""Mr. Gandhi, | do not have motherland." In order to provide satisfactory answer to this
question, | think the Government must adopt serious measures to deal with the menace of atrocities

against the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Thank you very much, Sir.

SHRI KUMAR DEEPAK DAS (Assam): Sir, this is a Bill which has been passed by Lok Sabha.
| would like to give some observations in the light of the discussion by our hon. Members. The
Government is actively pursuing the economic reforms for the sustainable growth of our economy.
Sir, my suggestion is that the Government should more and more concentrate on micro economic
policies to promote growth, develop products as well as financial markets and increase social
spending for providing a stronger foundation to protect the poor. The growth rates projected by the
World Economic Outlook, WEO, for the year 2011-12 are 6.6 per cent and 6.4 for emerging and
developing economies and 8.2 per cent and 7.8 per cent for India. Now the growth rates for
emerging and developing economies and for India projected by WEO for the year 2012 is less than
that for 2011. Sir, it means the growth has shown a declining trend. On the other hand, we must
understand that we will have a due role to reduce unemployment. The present economic growth fails
to reduce unemployment. In its latest Country Overview of India, the World Bank says, "A long
section of the population, especially the poor, the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other
Backward Classes, minorities and women lack access to the resources and opportunities needed to
recap the benefit of the economic growth." Sir, the unemployment rate in India was last reported at
9.4 per cent in fiscal year 2009-10. From 1983 to 2000, the unemployment rate averaged at 7.20 per
cent reaching historically high of 8.30 per cent in December 1983 and a record low of 5.99 in
December 1994. There is every need for greater investment in infrastructure as priority for generating

employment. | should mention here that resources mobilization on the part of the Government is
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tardy as well as it fails to tap new avenues. What the Government needs to do is to exercise its fiscal
power formulating and enacting good structured policies that will encourage growth and
employment. The Government should take more effective steps to boost up agriculture productivity,
modernizing agriculture and cutting the fiscal deficit and should sharply enhance farm productivity

and control inflation.

Sir, now | am coming to my State, Assam. My State Assam is the largest State in the North-
Eastern Region. Sir, Assam has a moderate growth rate of 5.3 per cent between 2000-01 and 2009~
10 as compared to country's average of 8.7 per cent. Large scale illegal migration has eaten up the
whole economy and development process of our State. Our economy is dominated by service and
agriculture sector. Going into the details of sectoral growth experience of the States, out of 78.44
lakh hectares, only 23.86 lakhs hectares (excepting tea plantation area) is not cropped. Assam is a
major producer of rice and tea in the country. Tea is the major industry in Assam. It provided huge
opportunity in employment. But tea industry now is in a stress. After tea, the petroleum refinery
industry is at Guwahati, Bongaigaon, Numaligarh besides Digboi. But, these refineries are also in
stress. The new financial decision taken by the Government on Excise duty and Customs duty affects
the refineries in the North-Eastern Region very much. | urge upon the Government to fix the Excise
and Customs duty earlier. ...(Time bell rings)... Sir, | want only one minute. Every year,
considerable portion of the cropped area has been chronically affected by floods and droughts. Let
the Government take steps to take flood and erosion problem of the State as a national problem. Let
it take steps to adopt more scientific and progressive methods to save the cropped land as well as
life and properties of the State for speedy economic growth. State needs change of the presently
dominated traditional service by the business services like IT and ITES industry in the State. Sir,
corruption is the one of the main hurdles in our sustainable growth of economy. Let us take the
example of food and public distribution system. We are talking about development of aam admi. It is
a fact that according to Chief Economic Advisor, Government of India, 44 per cent of the foodgrains
meant for the poor never reach them through the Public Distribution System. Sir, you will be

surprised to note that at the tune of Rs. 30,000 crores PDS...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI KUMAR DEEPAK DAS: Sir, | am concluding. It has been unearthed in our State that
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there is corruption to the tune of Rs. 30,000 crore in PDS by way of issuing fake ration cards. | urge
upon the Government to look at such type of serious problems and such type of serious issues so
that they can be resolved and the State. As a whole, India can go for a sustainable growth of

economy. Thank you very much.

SHRI NARESH GUJRAL (Punjab): Sir, India clocked an enviable growth of almost nine per
cent in the five years from 2003 to 2008. This made us optimistic that we could perhaps have a
double digit growth and soon our economy would overtake that of China. Unfortunately, thanks to
the miserable performance of UPA-Il which is not only a prisoner of indecision, but, also perhaps the
most corrupt that the country has witnessed after the Independence of India. There is a sense of
despondency, gloom and pessimism all around. Only blaming the world financial crisis for all the ills
that face our economy would be too simplistic. Sir, there are several initiatives that the Government
needs to take and should have taken. The foremost initiative should be in the field of agriculture.
Although it comprises only 15 per cent of our GDP yet almost two-thirds of our population is

dependent on it.

The foremost challenge before the Government is to step up agriculture production and
productivity. For this, we have to make agriculture a viable business. Today, overwhelming majority
of the farmers, all over the country, is mired in deep debt. They are dependent on Artiyas and
money-lending sharks in the absence of organized farm credit facilities. To make matters worse, the
MSP that they get is not in line with the cost of production. For example, in the last one year, prices
of fertilizers have gone up by almost 60 per cent to 70 per cent. Seed prices have gone up by more
than 25 per cent and fuel/energy prices have gone up by more than 40 per cent. Yet, the MSP has
gone up by merely 10 per cent to 12 per cent. Since this Government came to power, the MSP of
wheat and rice has gone up by only 8.5 per cent and 9.5 per cent per annum compounded whatever

the other figures show. As a result, we see thousands of farmers committing suicide every year.

Sir, we have millions of tons of foodgrains rotting in the open. Yet, the poor go hungry to bed.
Why have we not invested in modern storage facilities? The Government needs to rope in the private

sector to set up modern silos which would help in eliminating waste as well as theft.

| would like to suggest to the hon. Finance Minister, like in the case of power generation, the

Government should allow a predetermined rate of return on investment to the private sector, say 14
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per cent or 15 per cent, to set up silos and provide infrastructure status to this industry so that bank
credit is available to this sector. Engineers India Limited or any other Government agency can be
asked to design and work out the cost of setting up of silos. You will see an overnight change in the

investment scenario in this sector and millions of tonnes of our foodgrains are saved.

The second challenge before the Government is expanding our employment base. We have to
put millions of our young people to work and make them a national asset and not a liability. For that,

we need to invest in education and especially in skill development.

Our experience with the 7,000 odd ITls has not been very encouraging. Again, we need to
involve the private sector if we are to bridge the gap between demand and supply. We churn out 3.5

lakh engineers every year, but barely a quarter are employable.

May | suggest to the hon. Minister that in the next Budget, please give a weighted deduction
for expenses incurred in establishing and running skill development centres to companies. Similarly,
corporate that hire people from these skill development centres should get some credits when it

comes to payment of excise by way of incentivizing them to hire more people.

This brings me to a very important point of labour reform. Right now, there is a perverse
incentive to push labour into the unorganised sector. Liberalization of labour laws need not
necessarily be anti-labour. We must have a compassionate policy, but it does not mean that this
subject should be a closed chapter for all times to come. If we have to compete with China and make
India an industrial and manufacturing hub to ensure jobs for our young population, then labour
reforms is the need of the hour. | hope the hon. Finance Minister, with his well-known persuasive
skills, would be able to build a broad consensus on this issue as well along with the FDI in multi-

product retail and GST.

Finally, | would like to reiterate that a stable and predictable macro economic environment is a
pre-requisite for growth. May | suggest to the hon. Finance to revisit the MGNREGA to ensure that it
not only generates employment but more importantly creates assets and enhances productivity for
the economy. As things stand, this scheme has only created a shortage of labour for labour-intensive
industry as well as agriculture without creating any corresponding asset or increasing productivity.

Unfortunately, in this Government, power and responsibility are totally divorced -- the Government
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keeps on wasting money on populist schemes without a delivery mechanism in place, with only an
eye on the elections and not the economy. | would only like to remind the hon. Finance Minister that
in the ultimate analysis it is only good economics that makes good politics. Finally, Sir, | have six
suggestions for the hon. Finance Minister's consideration: (1) Simplify the rules of taxation under the
new tax code. Discretionary powers of assessing officers should be eliminated. Clearly define what is
short term, long term and business income. Presently, huge bribes are being demanded by some
unscrupulous assessing officers because of lack of clarity on this issue. Reduce the direct taxes and
increase the indirect taxation so that savings are encouraged and consumption is taxed; (2) while |
welcome the package that the hon. Finance Minister has given to his home State of West Bengal, |
would like to remind him that Thirteenth Finance Commission had recommended that the case of
West Bengal, Kerala and Punjab should be considered. | hope the Finance Minister will not ignore the
claims of the Punjab, the Prime Minister's home State; (3) we used to have the Food For Work
Programme in the 70's. Since the country has unmanageable reserves of food stock, the MNREGA
should be amended by giving some food and some cash for those covered under this scheme. It
would help contain food inflation as well as wastage of our food reserves; (4) the country is headed
for huge power shortages because fuzzy environmental concerns have put the brakes on the
development of our coal reserves. A fast-track GoM should be constituted to provide clarity on the
issue and give expeditious clearances to projects which are held up; (5) Hasten the privatization
programme. The Government is no where near its target for the year. This would reduce the pressure
on banks as Government's borrowings would be reduced and it would help in containing the deficit;
(6) may | suggest that the Government re-calibrate the currency? | would suggest the hon. Minister
to please remove, at least, one zero, if not two zeros from the currency. The currency has lost value
in the last sixty years. This would help in (a) eliminating black money that has been stashed away;

(b) eliminating the counterfeit currency that is circulating in the market today. Thank you, Sir.

DR. ASHOK S. GANGULY (Nominated): Sir, | was not planning to say anything, but | could
not resist from making a few points. And, as usual, | will take two minutes. Whenever the Budget

deficit grows, it is a sad event. | can't see that the Finance Minister is listening to all the speeches
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6.00 P.M.

with a great happiness. But it is indeed a very sad event that our deficit is growing. | don't wish to
quote statistics, | don't wish to go into depth because my friends have done that. India is losing a
golden moment to get out of the gloom. All major reforms, in recent days, have been blocked. Let us
not forget that; let us not tell the Finance Minister how to run the finances of this country alone. We
are all responsible. People are apprehensive the way this House wishes the nation to move and in
what direction. People are waiting for direction from this House and the Lower House. They are not
looking to us to quote statistics to the Finance Minister. It is not too late yet to reverse our self-
inflicted setbacks. Let us not blame each other. Nature has been very kind to us. Nature will not
continue to be kind forever. Let us not turn our backs on the India story by making this country,
which has got everything going for it, into a country that falls prey to its own ill wishes. Mr. Finance
Minister, | wish you all the best. You don't have an easy task. We are not making it any easier for
you. But we wish you all the best. | have watched you for the last forty years. You have led this

country's finances with great skill.

| 'am only praying that you are able to rise to the challenges that we face with the help and
support of all of us in this House, in order to understand the gravity that this country and every Indian
is facing and not pretend that we have solutions to some of the insurmountable problems we face. |

thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman, for this opportunity for a brief talk.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The debate on the Appropriation Bill is concluded. The reply to the

debate and passing of the Bill will be made tomorrow.

MESSAGES FROM THE LOK SABHA

(I) The National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special Provisions)

Second Bill, 2011 - /aid on the Table.

(I1) The Life Insurance Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2011 -

laid on the Table.

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, | have to report to the House the following messages received

from the Lok Sabha, signed by the Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha:-
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