developments and aligned its policies in such a manner so as to keep the interests of the common

man in mind.

As one of the initiatives to re-invent itself, Planning Commission has recently obtained the
approval of Government for setting up of an Independent Evaluation Office (IEO) for evaluating major
flagship programmes. The IEQO seeks to conduct the evaluation of flagship programmes in a
professional and unbiased manner so that the findings can be utilized by Planners and policy -makers
to improve the implementation efficiency of these programmes and further ‘equity and inclusive

growth’, which is the main objective of these programmes.

Another important step taken by Planning Commission is setting up a High Level Expert
Committee, under the Chairmanship of Dr. C. Rangarajan, Chairman, Economic Advisory Council to
the Prime Minister, to suggest measures for the efficient management of public sector expenditure.

The Committee has recently submitted its draft report, which is under consideration.
Funds for conservation of Asiatic Lions

1165. SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA:
SHRI BHARATSINH PRABHATSINH PARMAR:
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) the action that has been taken by the Ministry as on date, on the request of Ministry of

Environment & Forests, to allocate additional fund for conservation of Asiatic Lions;
(b) the details thereof;

(c) whether the Ministry has received any request from the State Government of Gujarat for

special project for conservation of Asiatic Lions;
(d) the details thereof; and
(e) if so, the action that has been taken till date by the Ministry ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING (SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR) : (a)
and (b) The Planning Commission on 13-01-2010 accorded ‘in principle’ approval to the project
“Long Term conservation of Asiatic Lions in the Greater Gir Region of Saurashtra, Gujarat”. The

Government of Gujarat through the Ministry of Environment and Forests vide letter dated 10-11-2009
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forwarded the proposal of the Gujarat Government seeking budgetary support of Rs. 262.3665 crores

over a period of 5 years for the project, of which 0% (Rs. 26.1905) is to be borne by the State.

(c) to (&) Yes Sir, number of requests have been received in the Planning Commission from
the State Government, for the project. The project will be taken up, as approved, during the 12th Five

Year Plan.
Development of capital regions of new states
1166. SHRI PARIMAL NATHWANI : Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has drawn and implemented any plan to extend special budgetary
or non-budgetary support to develop the capital region of the newly formed States such as
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand etc.;

(b) i so, the details thereof; and

(c) if not, whether Government is planning to provide some special package to such
States?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING (SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR) : (a)
to (¢) The Government of India has approved a grant-in-aid of Rs. 200 crore each to the newly
created States of Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Uttarakhand for development of the State capital on
the recommendations of the 12th Finance Commission. Further, the Government of India has
accepted the recommendations of the 13th Finance Commission on State-specific grant-in-aid of
Rs, 550 crore for development of Naya Raipur in Chhattisgarh and of Rs. 238 crore for Uttarakhand
for projects including coverage of sewerage system in Dehradun (Rs. 1850 crore) and construction of

new Legislative Assembly building (Rs. 88 crore).
Expert group for health sector
$1167. SHRI JAI PRAKASH : Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether the expert group constituted for health sector by Planning Commission, has

submitted its recommendations;

(b) i so, the details of these recommendations; and

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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