(c) the timeline, if any, by which such stores would be launched in the remaining States;

and

(d) whether the existing Jan Aushadhi stores have begun to sell generic versions of life

saving drugs?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI
SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (c¢) Yes Sir, consequent upon the initiatives taken by the Department of
Pharmaceuticals, Jan Aushadhi Campaign was launched intending to open at least one Jan
Aushadhi Store in each district Hospital in the country, to begin with, in order to make available
quality generic drugs at affordable prices to the general public. So far, 113 Jan Auslfadhi Stores have
been opened in the States of Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha,
West Bengal, Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, NCT of Delhi & UT of Chandigarh. Since
opening up of Jan Aushadhi Stores mainly depends upon the health policies followed by State
Government, besides the support and cooperation they extend to open such stores, in the
identification of agencies to manage such stores, allotment of space etc., it is difficult to prescribe

any timeline for launching stores in the remaining States.

(d) Yes, the existing Jan Aushadhi stores are also selling generic versions of the life-saving

medicines.
Task force on reforms in subsidy distribution system

11277. SHRI SHIVANAND TIWARI: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government had set up a task force led by Shri Nandan Nilekani to get

suggestions with regard to reform in subsidy distribution system;

(b) if so, whether the said task force had suggested to give benefits of subsidy directly to

retail fertilizer sellers in the first phase;

(c) if so, the facts thereof and whether Government has taken any decision to implement

this suggestion; and
(d) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI
SRIKANT JENA): (a) The Government has constituted a Task Force on transfer of direct subsidy in

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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the case of Fertilizers, LPG and Kerosene under the chairmanship of Shri Nandan Nilekani,
Chairman, UIDAI on 14th February, 2011. The Task Force is to recommend and implement a solution
for direct transfer of subsidies on kerosene, LPG and fertilizers to the intended beneficiaries. This
includes, inter-alia, identification of and suggestion for the required changes in the existing system,
processes & procedures, IT frameworks and supply chain management. The task force is also to

oversee and evaluate the implementation of the solutions proposed on pilot basis.

(b) to (d) The Task Force has recommended a phased approach for the implementation of

the transfer of direct subsidy to beneficiary as under.

Phase I: Information visibility about the movement of goods across the fertilizer supply chain,
till the last point at the retailer, from whom the farmer buys the fertilizers. This information on

availability of the retail point will be made available on transparent public portal.

Phase It In the Interim report, it is envisaged that the subsidy will be released to the retailer
(Iast point sale) when he receives the fertilizer. This will involve transfer of subsidies directly to the
retailer bank account on receipt of fertilizer from the wholesaler. The advantage of this phase is that

fertilizer will move at full value across the supply chain upto the retailer.

Phase llI: Transfer of subsidy to intended beneficiaries once the AADHAAR numbers are given

to the beneficiaries and AADHAAR enabled payment bridges are in place.

The Task Force is in the process of having discussions and pilot studies. As & when the Task
Force submits its final report, the same would be taken up for consideration and implementation by

the Government.
Task force on improvement in fertilizers subsidy distribution system

11278. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government had constituted a task force headed by Shri Nandan Nilekani to

solicit suggestions in order to bring improvement in the fertilizers' subsidy distribution system;

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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