(a) whether the long pending proposal for a National Mission on Seeds is to be

implemented in the Twelfth Five Year Plan;

(b) whether Planning Commission has also given its approval for the Mission to ensure easy

availability of high guality of certified seeds to farmers at reasonable prices; and
(c) ifso, the details thereof and the steps taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) to (¢) A central sector
scheme 'Development and Strengthening of Infrastructure Facilities for Production and Distribution of
Quality Seeds' is being implemented on all India basis, from the year 2005-2006, aimed at ensuring
production and multiplication of high vielding certified/ quality seeds of all crops in sufficient quantities
and making these seeds available to the farmers. Although the existing scheme has contributed to
doubling the availability of quality seeds in the last 5 years, a need has been felt in the current
scenario to upgrade and expand the existing scheme into a National Mission with a focused, time
bound and integrated approach to further improve the availability of quality seeds to farmers at
reasonable prices. Accordingly, the Ministry of Agriculture has proposed to the Planning Commission

"Mational Mission on Seeds" for the Xl Plan period.
Food processing industries in Kashmir Valley

*256.PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Wil the Minister of FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES be

pleased to state:
(a) whether it is a fact that public sector is non-existent in Kashmir valley ; and

{b) if so, whether Government would agree to establish some food processing industries

there, which are comparatively less capital intensive and are pollution-free?

THE MINISTER OF FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) Mo, Sir.
The Ministry has supported Jammu & Kashmir State Industrial Development Gorporation Ltd. (J &
KSIDC) in implementation of two Food Parks at Khunmoh District, Srinagar and at Sopore, District

Baramulla.

(b) Ministry of Food Processing Industries extends financial assistance under its plan
scheme for Technology Upgradation/Establishment/Modermization of Food Processing Industries in

the country including that of Jammu & Kashmir in the form of grant-in -aid @ 25% of the cost of
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plant & machinery and technical civil works subject to maximum of Rs. 50.00 lakhs in general areas
and @ 33.33% subject to a maximum of Bs. 75.00 lakhs in difficult areas such as Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarkhand, Sikkim and Morth Eastern States, A&MN Islands,
Lakshadweep and ITDP areas. All implementing agencies engaged in Setting Up/Expansion/
hModernisation of Food Processing Industries covering all segments are eligible for financial
assistance. The implementing agencies include Central/State Government Crgainsation/PSUs/
NGOs/Cooperative Societies and Private Sector Units and Individuals. The details of the financial

assistance provided for the State of Jammu & Kashmir under the Scheme is as below

(Rs.in lakh)

2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12

No.  Amount No. Amount  No. Amount No. Amount No.  Amount

of rele- of rele- of rele- of rele- of rele-
units ased units ased units ased units ased units ased

Appro- Appro- Appro- Appro- Appro-
ved ved ved ved ved
12 325.09 5 152.745 10 269.58 7 204,530 1 289.07
MSP of wheat

*957. SHRI PRABHAT JHA : Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government has increased Minimum Support Price (MSP) of Rabi crops

including wheat during October, 2011;
(b) ifso, the details thereof, crop-wise;

(c) whether Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) has recommended for

increase of Rs. 230/ - per quintal in MSP of wheat;
{d) ifso, the reasons for increasing the MSP of wheat by only Rs. 165/~ per quintal;
(e) whether Governmentwould review the MSP of wheat; and
(f)  ifnot, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (&) and (b) The Government
has fixed the Minimum Support Prices (MSPS) for Rabi Crops of 2011-12 Season to be marketed in
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