1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Electricity Agricultural ~ 9.27 5.48 0.23 1.08 -1.94 9.99
Fertilizers 224 2.08 1.84 0.50 1.25 8.00
Pesticides 223 6.05 -1.56 3.49 0.14 2.72
Tractors 3.37 3.51 3.20 4.16 7.01 1.94
Research work of ICAR
+2653. SHRIRAVI SHANKAR PRASAD:
SHRI SHIVANAND TIWARI:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that Government has entrusted Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) with the responsibility of doing research and exploration
work in the field of agriculture;

(b) if so, the facts thereof;
(c) whether it is also a fact that it is the biggest institute in the world;
(d) if so, the reaction of Government thereto; and

(¢) the number of research scholars working and the research centres established
under this institute so far?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI HARISH RAWAT): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR) a registered socicty under the Socicties Registration Act, 1860, has been
entrusted with the responsibility of research and exploration work in the field of
agriculture with the following mandate:—

) To plan, undertake, aid, promote and co-ordinate education, research and its
application in agriculture, agroforestry, animal husbandry, fisheries, home
science and allied sciences.

. To act as a clearing house of research and general information relating to
agriculture, animal husbandry, fisheries, home science and allied sciences,
through its publications and information system; and instituting and promoting
transfer of technology programmes.

. To provide, undertake and promote consultancy services in the fields
of education, research, training and dissemination of information in
agriculture, agroforestry, animal husbandry, fisheries, home science and allied
sciences.

. To look into the problems relating to broader arcas of rural development
concerning agriculture, including postharvest technology by developing
co-operating programmes with other organizations such as the Indian Council
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of Social Science Research, Council of Scientific and Industrial Research,
Bhabha Atomic Rescarch Centre and the universities.

. To do other things considered necessary to attain the objectives of the Society.

(c) and (d) Among developing countries India comes after China with respect to
public sector R&D spending and number of researchers in Agriculture.

The ICAR has played a pioneering role in ushering Green Revolution and
subsequent developments in agriculture in India through its research and technology
development that has enabled the country to increase the production of food grains by
4 times, horticultural crops by 6 times, fish by 9 times (marine 5 times and inland
17 times), milk 6 times and eggs 27 times since 1950-51, thus making a visible impact on
the national food and nutritional security.

(¢) The Indian Council of Agricultural Research has a total sanctioned scientific
strength of 6429, and there are 97 research institutes in the country.

Shortage of quality seeds

12654. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD:
SHRI RAMCHANDRA PRASAD SINGH:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that shortage of good refined seeds has been felt for last
many years;

(b) if so, the facts thereof and whether Government had envisaged the National
Seed Mission in view of the said shortage;

(c) if so, whether it is also a fact that National Seed Mission was implemented in
2005; and

(d) if so, the facts thercof and by when the work is likely to be started at ground
level by this Mission?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI HARISH RAWAT): (a) to (d) No, Sir. No shortage of good quality seeds has been
felt for last many years in the country. The details of availability of certified/quality seed
against the requirement in the country from 2005-06 to 2011-12 are given in the
Statement (See below). A central sector scheme ‘Development and Strengthening of
Infrastructure Facilities for Production and Distribution of Quality Seeds’ is being
implemented on an all India basis, from the year 2005-06, aimed at ensuring production
and multiplication of high yielding certified/quality seeds of all crops in sufficient
quantities and making these seeds available to the farmers. The existing scheme has
increased the availability of quality seeds two and half times in the last 7 years. However,
a need has been felt in the current scenario to upgrade and expand the existing scheme
into a National Mission with a focused, time bound and integrated approach to further
improve the availability of quality seeds to farmers. Accordingly, the Ministry of
Agriculture has proposed to the Planning Commission a “National Mission on Seeds” for
the Twelfth Plan period.
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