(c) The committee identified sensitive and vulnerable stations of Indian Railways. Based
on their report and feedback from field units and intelligence agencies, 202 stations
have been identified for implementation of Integrated Security System at an estimated
cost of Rs. 353 crore. The project is already sanctioned under works programme and

efforts are being made for early completion of the project.
Introduction of emergency response system

504. SHRI T.M. SELVAGANAPATHI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that no emergency response system exists at many important
railway stations across the country;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(¢) whether it is a fact that many train accidents can be prevented if Railways adopt
stringent methods; and

(d) whether Railways are considering introducing such methods?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI BHARATSINH
SOLANKI): (a) No, Sir. Indian Railways has an established system of emergency response
system which consist of a network of Accident Relief Trains (ARTs) and Accident Relief Medical
Vans (ARMVs) placed at identified locations which include most of the important railway stations
and covers the entire rail network of Indian Railways. The ARMVs and ARTs are equipped with
rescue and relief equipments required to be used at the accident site. On receiving information of
an accident, ARMVs and ARTs are dispatched to the accident site alongwith the personnel
trained in rescue and relief operations. ARMVs and ARTs are given precedence over all
other trains while proceeding to the site of the accident. Many a time railway doctors,
paramedics and other officials reach the accident site by road depending upon accessibility of
the site by road.

(b) Does notarise.

(¢) and (d) Safety is accorded the highest priority by Indian Railways and all possible steps
are undertaken on a continual basis to prevent accidents and to enhance safety. These include
timely replacement of over-aged assets, adoption of suitable technologies for upgradation and
maintenance of track, rolling stock, signalling and interlocking systems, safety drives, greater
emphasis on training of officials and inspections at regular intervals to monitor and educate staff
for observance of safe practices. Safety devices/systems being introduced to prevent accidents
include provision of Anti Collision Device (ACD)/Train Collision Avoidance System (TCAS),
Train Protection and Warning System (TPWS), Block Proving Axle Counters (BPAC), Auxiliary
Warning System (AWS), and Vigilance Control Device (VCD), etc.
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