THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI BHARATSINH
SOLANKI): (a) and (b) There were about 185 encroachments on Railway land near Yavatmal
station area. These were removed in December, 2006. Presently, there is no encroachment on
railway land at Yavatmal station.

To prevent future encroachments, fencing of the land and creation of greenery has been
undertaken on Railway land.

Stoppage of Rajdhani Express at Sidhpur Railway
Station, Gujarat

586. SHRI DILIPBHAI PANDYA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any specific proposal under consideration with Government for
stoppage of ﬂSwarna-Jayantiﬂ Rajdhani Express at Sidhpur Railway Station, Gujarat in view of

its historical, commercial and religious importance;
(b) if so, the details thereof and the present status of the proposal;

(¢) whether, during his recent visit to Siddhapur, he has assured to take up this issue on
priority basis and consider the same on sympathetic grounds in the context of emotions of the

people; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI BHARATSINH
SOLANKI): (a) to (d) No, Sir. Presently, one pair of daily and one pair of weekly Mail/Express
trains are serving Siddhapur Railway Station for Delhi bound passengers. Rajdhani Express
trains are long distance fast moving prestigious trains primarily meant for connecting National
capital with State capitals with limited halts enroute. Proliferation of more stoppages is not
encouraged as it will decelerate the train and delay its arrival at destination. Stoppage of
12957/12958 New Delhi-Ahmedabad “Swarna Jayanti” Rajdhani Express at Siddhapur Railway
Station is not found feasible at present. However, provision of stoppage at a station is an
ongoing process on Indian Railways keeping in view traffic justification, operational feasibility,

commercial viability, availability of alternative services, etc.
Gauge conversion in Gujarat

+5687. SHRIPARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA:
SHRI BHARATSINH PRABHATSINH PARMAR

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the number and details of the railway lines in Gujarat regarding which surveys have
been conducted for their conversion into broad gauge during the last five years;

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) the steps taken by the Ministry till date for the conversion of said railway lines into

broad gauge on the basis of these surveys; and

(c) the details of the time-frame by which these railway lines are planned to be converted

into broad gauge and the amount provided for this purpose ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI BHARATSINH
SOLANKI): (a) and (b) The details of railway lines falling fully/partly in Gujarat for which surveys

have been conducted for conversion into broad gauge during the last five years as well as

current year and their status are as under:—

Rs. in crore
Sl. Name of the Length Year of Outlay Status
No. survey in km. sanction provided
of the for the
project sanctioned
project
during
2011-12
1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Ahmedabad- 299.20 2008-09 40.00 Work has been taken up.
Himmatnagar-
Udaipur
2. Mehesana-Taranga 57.4 2006-07 30.00 Work taken up as a
Hill extension upto material modification to
Ambaiji Bhildi-Viramgam gauge
conversion project.
3. Bhuj-Naliya with 126.00 2008-09 60.00 Work has been taken up.
extension upto
Vayor
4. Kosamba-Umarpada 64.35 — — Shelved due to un-
remunerative nature.
5. Miyagam-Karjan- 96.46 2011-12 1.00 Work has been taken up.
Dabhoi-Samialya
6. Botad-Ahmedabad 170.48 - -- Project has not been
sanctioned.
7. Dhasa-Jetalsar 104.44 - - Project has not been
sanctioned.
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1 2 3 4 5 6

8. Saradiya-Shapur- 104.49 2011-12 1.00 Work has been taken up
Junagarh as a material modification
to Rajkot-Viraval,

Wansijalia-Jetalsar gauge

conversion project.

9. Ahmedabad-Mehsana 68.78 — — Project has not been

sanctioned.

(c) All the sanctioned projects are progressing as per availability of resources.
Quality of food provided in long distance trains

5688. SHRI ASHK ALl TAK: Wil the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether itis a fact that there is no arrangement of sugar-free tea and coffee in long
distance trains and at stations and if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether itis a fact that complaints about quality of food provided by Railways have
kept pouring in, if so, the arrangement in place for their examination from time-to- time and the

details thereof; and

(¢) whether Government proposes to make sound arrangement for providing
fresh food to passengers and if so, efforts being made regarding this and the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI BHARATSINH
SOLANKI): (a) No, Sir. Sugar free tea and coffee are being supplied to passengers, on demand
only, in long distance trains and at stations.

(b) Yes, Sir. Complaints are being received which are being regularly redressed. After
the introduction of New Catering Policy, 2010, issued on 21.07.2010, the management of
catering services has been shifted from Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) to Zonal Railways. Due to intensive supervision and monitoring by Zonal Railways the
complaints have been reduced by 49.9% during October, 2010 to September, 2011, in
comparison to the corresponding period of last year, when the management of catering services
was under IRCTC.

(C) For provision of fresh food arrangements of attachment of pantry car in important
trains like Rajdhani/Duronto Express trains and some Mail/Express trains have been made. For
other trains, Train Side Vending facility is being gradually extended wherein fresh meals are
picked up at enroute stations.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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