impacting both nations as a result of the changing international economic and financial landscapes to
share individual best practices in handing challenging domestics economic issues and to identify
specific fields/areas for enhancing cooperation, leaming and experience sharing. This dialogue was

chaired by Deputy Chairman Planning Commission from Indian side.

{d) With a view to reducing trade deficit, efforts are being made to diversify the trade basket
with emphasis on manufactured goods. ¥e are also pursuing market access issues to tackle non-
tariff barriers in the Chinese market at different fora. At the Ministerial level, we have India-China Joint
Group on Economic Relations, Trade Science and Technology (JEG) where trade related issues are
taken regularly. Indian exporters are encouraged to participate in major frade fairs in China to show-
case Indian products in the Chinese market and increase engagement with Chinese companies.
Participation of Indian exporters in trade fairs educates the Chinese importers about niche Indian
products. Business to Business relations are encouraged through schemes such as Market Access
Initiative (MAI)/ Market Development Agsistance (MDA).

Steps taken to develop salt industries

943. SHRIPARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA:
SHRI BHARATSINH PRABHATSINH PARMAR ¢
Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY be pleased to state:

(a) what actions have been taken by the Ministry to develop salt industries;

(b) how much quantity of salt has been exported during last three years and how much

target has been set up for export of salt in coming five years;

(c) whether the Ministry proposes to implement modern scientific technology for production

of salt;
(d) ifso, the details thereof; and

{e) what are the new schemes implemented or in the process for welfare of salt workers

and how much fund has been allocated in this regard ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (SHRI
JYOTIRADITYA MADHAYVRAO SCINDIA): (a) The Ministry monitors the overall development of salt
industry including production, distribution, quality control, training, technology upgradation and

welfare activities for salt workers through the Office of Salt Commissioner.
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(b) The following guantity of salt has been exported during the last three years:

Year Export of salt (in thousand ton)
2008-09 2438.77
2009-10 2895.75
2010-11 3867.90

As per the estimate of the Salt Commissioner, the projections for salt export during the next

five years are as follows:

Year Target (in lakh ton)
2011-12 40.0
2012-13 45.0
2013-14 50.0
2014-15 60.0
2015-16 70.0

(c) and (d) The Salt Commissioner in collaboration with the Central Salt and Marine Chemical
Research Institute, Bhavnagar, State Governments of Rajasthan and Orissa has established two
Model Salt Farms, one at Nawa (Rajasthan) and the other at Humma (Orissa)). One more Model

Salt Farm at Tamil Madu is being set up.

(&) Nonew scheme has been implemented/ formulated by the Government in 2011-12 for

the welfare of the salt workers. As such, the question of allocation of funds does not arise.
Delhi-Mumbai industrial corridor

944. SHRI N.K. SINGH:
SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT :
SHRIMATI SHOBHANA BHARTIA:
Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY be pleased to state:

(a) thepresent status of the Delhi - Mumbai Industrial Gorridor;

{b) whether it is a fact that some hindrances had emerged in the implementation of the

Industrial Corridor in the recent past; and
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