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SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL : In areas other than
backward—I would put it like this— and other
than border areas, we open a post office where
the loss does not go beyond 750 rupees, but in
other areas where there is no loss we open a
post office on request.

SHRI D. THENGARI : Is the Government
aware that if these Extra Departmental
employees are brought on part regarding
service conditions with other full-fledged
employees the programme of expansion of post
office can be carried out more efficiently and
expeditiously ? From this point of view what
steps does the Government propose to take ?

SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL : Madam, so far as
extra-departmental employees are concerned I
have great sympathy for them. I attended their
conference recently. The difficulty at the
moment is that the number of extra-
departmental employees in the P. & T.
Department comes to about 2 lakhs and to take
them into a regular cadre will involve huge
expense. That is one thing. The extra-depart-
mental employees really form the backbone of
all our expansion programme in the rural areas,
in the villages and in the border areas and we
are conscious of the need to improve their lot
and I think we will soon do something to better
their lot. -
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TELEPHONE EXCHANGE AT VIDISHA

*129. SHRI NIRANJAN VARMA : Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that there is
shortage of accommodation

acute
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in the building rented by the Telephone
Exhange, Vidisha (Madhya Pradesh);

(b) whether the Collector of Vidisha has
served a notice to get the premises vacated,
and

fc) the time by when the Telephone
Exchange would have its own building at
Vidisha ?]

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENTS OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI 1. K. GUIRAL) :

(a) The accommodation in the present
rented building is just sufficient.

(b) Yes, but the Collector has been asked
for our continuance till  alternative
arrangements are made.

(c) There is a proposal to locate the
telephone exchange in the Mandi Post Office
compound, which is under examination. Efforts
are being made to construct the building
by 1969-70.
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NEwW TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT FACTORY AT
BANGALORE

*130. SHRI A. D. MANI Will the Minister
of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government propose to set up a
new telephone equipment factory at Bangalore
and
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(b) if so, what are the details in this behalf ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE

DEPARTMENTS OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL) :
(a) There is a proposal to set up a new factory
for the manufacture of long distance
transmission equipment. No decision has so far
been taken about the location of the proposed
factory.

(b) The new factory will manufacture long
distance transmission equipment to augment
the production of the existing telephone factory
at Bangalore for such equipment. It is expected
to produce Rs. 13 5 crores worth of
transmission equipment during the first five
years of its setting up. The factory will be
capable of expanding its output by 15% every
year during the succeeding five year period.
According to preliminary estimates, the capital
expenditure on the new factory is expected to
be about Rs. 245 lakhs.

SHRI A. D. MANI : May I ask the Minister
whether there is any foreign collaboration in
the setting up of this factory at Bangalore ?

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL : No, Madam.

SHRI A. D. MANI : May I ask the
Minister what is the estimated production in
terms of telephone equipment at the factory ?

SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL
proposed factory ?

SHRI A. D. MANI

: You mean the

: Yes.

SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL : In the proposed
factory we intend to start with a production of
Rs. 13-5 crores within the first five years.

SHRI A. D. MANI : In terms of number of
instruments.

SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL : In terms of number of
instruments, it will run into many hundreds. If
the hon. Member wants a list of all the things it
can be laid on the Table of the House.

SHRI MULKA GOVINDA REDDY : I
would like to know from the Minister whether
it is not desirable to expand the present factory
in Bangalore instead of having another one
elsewhere when Bangalore is admirably suited
for this factory ?



