$13 Written Answers

PropUCTION OF OIL-SEEDS

290. SHRI R.P. KHAITAN : Will the
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICULT-
URE be pleased to state the total quantity
of oilseeds, (cotton seeds and groundnut
etc.) produced in the country during the
last year?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICUL-
TURE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
AND COOPERATION (SHRI
ANNASAHEB SHINDE): According to
the ‘Final Estimates’, the production of
groundnut in the country during 1967-68
is estimated at 58.29 lakh tonnes. ‘Final
Estimates’ of production for 1967-68

in respect of other oilseeds are not yet
available,

ExXTRACTION OF Foop rrRoM  COTTON
SEEDS
291. SHRI R. P. KHAITAN : Will the
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether any research work has been
undertaken for extracting food from
cotton seeds; and

(b) if so, whether any results have been
achieved in this regard ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICUL-
TURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT AND COOPERATION (SHRI
ANNASAHEB SHINDE): (a) Yes. Re-
search work has been carried out at the
Regional Research Laboratory, Hyderabad,
under a scheme financed by the 1.C.A.R.
in collaboration with C.S.1.R. to develop
a high protein-nutritive flour from cotton
seed. fit for human consumption.

(b) Research conducted on pilot plant
scale by direct expeliing and solvent
extraction process has succeeded in
producing high-protein-nutritive cotton
seed flour fit for human consumption.
This work has been carried out on a
scale up to five tonnes of protein per day
on a pilot plant installed for the purpose
at the R. R. L. Hyderabad. Further
action in the matter has now to be
pursued by the industry for commercial
exploitation and extension. T
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FooD SITUATION

294, SHRI SITARAM JAIPURIA :
will the Minictcr of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be plcased to state :

(a) what is the food situation in the
country at present;

(b) what was the total production of
foodgrains in 1968 rabicrop;

(c) the names of the States which are
still deficit after bumper rabicrop: and

(d) the quantity of foodgrains which
has been procured in 1968 so far ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICUL-
TURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
AND COOPERATION (SHRI ANNA-
SAHEB SHINDE) : (a) It is generally
satisfactory.

(b) 34.3 million tonnes.

(¢) Taking all the foodgrains together,
the States of Bihar, Gujarat, Jammu and
Kashmir, Kerala, Maharashtra, Mysore,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and West
Bengal are normally deficit and continue
to be so though the deficit in Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh is considerably less
this year.

(d) During 1968, about 5.1 million
tonnes of foodgrains have so far been
procured by Government from internal
sources.
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t[AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE EXCHANGE

AT VIDISHA
295. SHRI NIRANJAN VARMA :
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-

TIONS be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Telephone Exchange
at Vidisha is considered as one among
a big earning District Headquarters
in Madhya Pradesh; and

t+[] English translation,



