855 Written Answers

SurpLy oF Rice To KERarA

346. SHRI P. C. MITRA : Will the
Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Union Government had
made a firm commitment to the Govern-
ment of Kerala to supply the State with a
monthly quota of 70,000 tonnes of rice;

(b) the quantum of rice supplied to the
State by the Union and other State Go-
vernment agencies during the period of
14 months, from April, 1967 to May, 1968,
(both months inclusive) and the quantum
of supply to the State during the corres-
ponding previous 14 months; and

(c) if there has been a shortfall in the
supply of rice to the State since 1967, what
are the causes thereofand what measures
the Union Government took to relieve
the distress of the people of Kerala ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICUL-
TURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT AND COOPERATION (SHRI
ANNASAHEB SHINDE) : (a) Central
Government undertook to meet the re-
quirements of informal rationing in
Kerala. On a 6 oz. per adult per day basis
the requirement of rice comes to about
70,000 tonnes. The quantum of ration
has, however, to be changed from time to
time on the basis of availability.

(b) Rice despatched to Kerala from
different sources against Central alloca-
tions during the said period was as fol-
lows:—

Tonnes
April, 1967 to May, 1968 . 630,700
April, 1966 to May, 1967 . 8,30,900

(c) Shortfall in supplies during 1967-68
was due to overall shortage of rice with
the Centre. The shortfall in supplies of
rico was made good by additional supplies
of wheat. The cardholders in Kerala are
allowed to draw extra wheat in lieu of the
shortfall in the quantum of rice ration in
addition to their normal wheat ration.
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+[PROCUREMENT OF FOODGRAINS

347. SHRIMATI VIDYAWATI
CHATURVEDI: Will the Minister of
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state :

(a) what is the quantity of food-
grains procured by Government so far
in the country through the Food Cor-
poration of India;

(b) what is the target fixed by Govern-
ment for the procurement of foodgrains;
and

(¢) whether Government propose to
continue with the import of foodgrains
from other countries such as the U.S.A.
etc. 7]
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