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Boat Mishap in Brahmaputra River Near Medartary in
Dhubri District of Assam

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA (Assam) : Sir, I stand here to make a
mention of the tragic ferry accident that occurred in Assam, in which more than 300
people are feared to have died. This tragic ferry accident occurred when a boat carrying
more than 400 people capsized in the River Bhramaputra in Dhubri district of Assam.

Sir, there were more than 400 people travelling in the ferry while only 350 tickets
had been sold. Many people were travelling without tickets. Also, there were children
travelling with their parents. Although rescue operation is going on, more than 300
people are still missing. So, it is feared that more than 300 people have died in this
tragic incident.

This is the most tragic accident happened in my State. Sir, hundreds of indigenous
boats or ferries run daily in the Brahmaputra River and other tributaries of the
Brahmaputra River. There is no road communication; there is no bridge. Water transport
is the only option there. In between Nimatighat in Jorhat to Majuli, Dhola to Sadiya
and in Dhubri and even in between Guwahati to North Guwahati, hundreds of indigenous
boats or ferries run daily without any safety measures. There are no life jackets in
those boats. To modernize these boats or ferries is the call of the hour. It is the duty of
the Indian Government to come forward to help the State of Assam in this crucial
juncture. Assam does not have enough financial resources to solve this problem. The
Government of India is having an ambitious plan for urban transportation by providing
the bus service. Similarly, water transport scheme should be started by the Government
of India to prevent this type of situation. If the Government of India does not come to
help us, you can’t avoid such type of incident in our State. To prevent this type of
tragic incident in our State, it is my request that the Government of India should come
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forward and announce a proper financial package for Assam and other parts of the
country. I want a statement from the hon. Minister in this regard.

SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL (Kerala) : Sir, I associate myself with the matter raised
by the hon. Member.

DR. BHARATKUMAR RAUT (Maharashtra) : Sir, I also associate myself with
the matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY (West Bengal) : Sir, I also associate myself
with the matter raised by the hon. Member.

Serious Drought Situation in Maharashtra
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