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Now, was it a normal acquisition? Or, is there something more than what meets the
eye? Therefore, that issue will have to be addressed at some stage. The Minister has
made a statement and we should be allowed to ask clarifications on this.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Okay. Now, we shall take up
Calling Attention to Matter of Urgent Public Importance.

CALLINGATTENTION TO THE MATTER OF
URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Situation Arising Out of Severe Drought in Karnataka

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka) : Sir, I beg to call the attention of
the Minister to the situation arising out of severe drought in Karnataka resulting into
failure of Kharif and Rabi crops.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE THE
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES
AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS (SHRI HARISH RAWAT) : Sir, I share the concern of hon. Member on
severe drought condition in the State of Karataka resulting in failure of kharif and rabi
crops. He is a very senior Member of the House.

The State Government is primarily responsible for taking necessary relief
measures in the wake of natural calamities including drought. The Government of
India supplements efforts of State Government with financial and logistic support.
There is ready availability of funds with the State Government under the State Disaster
Response Fund (SDRF) for taking relief measures. The Government of India and the
State Government concerned contribute to the SDRF in the ratio of 3 : 1 for 17 General
Category States and in the ratio of 9 : 1 in case of 11 Special Category States of North-
Eastern Region, including Sikkim, Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand.

Additional financial assistance, over and above the SDREF, is considered from
the National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) for natural calamities of severe nature
in accordance with established procedure and extant norms on submission of
memorandum by the State Government.

During the year 2011-12, Government of Karnataka had an allocation of
Rs. 169.01 crore under the SDRF out of which the Central share was Rs. 126.76 crore
and the State’s share was Rs. 42.25 crore. The entire Central share of the SDRF was
released to the State Government of Karnataka.
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The Government of Karnataka submitted a detailed memorandum on 28.11.2011
to the Department of Agriculture and Cooperation (DAC), Ministry of Agriculture,
Government of India, secking Central assistance of Rs. 723.24 crore from the NDRF.
It declared drought in 99 taluks covering 23 districts from out of 176 taluks in 30
districts.

With a view to assess the loss/damage due to drought of 2011 and recommend
quantum of central financial assistance, an Inter-Ministerial Central Team (IMCT)
comprising representatives from Central Ministries/Departments, namely, Department
of Expenditure, Planning Commission, Ministry of Water Resources, Ministry of Power,
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Rural Development, Department of Drinking Water
Supply & Sanitation, Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries, Crop
Division & Horticulture Division of Department of Agriculture & Cooperation was
constituted on 30.11.2011. The Central Team visited drought-affected areas in the State
from 15.12.2011 to 18.12.2011 to assess the loss/damage caused due to drought of
2011. The State Government submitted a revised memorandum to the Central Team
during their visit in respect of 109 talukas (adding 10 more drought declared talukas)
seeking Central assistance of Rs. 2605.99 crore from NDRF.

The Central Team recommended an amount of Rs. 296.58 crore. Finally,
Government of India approved an amount of Rs. 186.68 crore to the Government of
Karnataka, of which Rs. 70.23 crore was released and Rs. 116.45 crore was adjusted
from the State’s SDRF balance, as per extant norms.

Subsequently, an All Party Delegation led by the Chief Minister, Government of
Karnataka, met Union Agriculture Minister on 02.05.2012 and apprised him of the
problems prevailing in the State. Accordingly, Ministry of Agriculture has agreed to
send an Inter-Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) to re-assess the loss/damage and
recommend appropriate financial assistance for the drought of 2011.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Okay. Now, Shri M. Venkaiah
Naidu.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU : Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the Central
Government’s attitude towards this burning problem is totally indifferent. Sir, 70 per
cent of the State, that is, 123 talukas out of 176 have been declared drought-affected by
the State Government. It is almost three-fourths. Rainfall in the last quarter is the
lowest since 1970. In the last 42 vears, it is the lowest. Both kharif and rabi crops have
totally failed. Loss of agricultural crop is estimated to be around Rs. 5,953 crore.
Sown crops have withered away, causing heavy loss to the farmers who had made
investments. Monsoon failed miserably in the interior parts of Karnataka during
September and mid-December, 2011.
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Sir, the groundwater level has been depleting day by day. Most of the bore-wells
have dried up. Only five out of every 100 bore-wells are functional. In some areas,
availability of groundwater is at a depth of 1250 feet. It is at a depth of 1250 feet. You
can understand the situation. The underground water has hit an all-time low which is
yielding non-potable water. High levels of chloride and arsenic material are creating
health problems. Sir, drinking water problem is very acute in the State and the State
Government is supplying drinking water to nearly 4853 villages. In 4853 villages,
there is no drinking water. Out of 3475 minor irrigation tanks, 1242 tanks have totally
dried up. The State Government has so far spent Rs. 562.52 crore. The State has sought
from the Central Government an assistance of Rs. 2609 crore in December. The Centre
has cleared Rs. 186 crore and released only Rs. 70.23 crore. Now, the Ministry is
saying that the remaining is adjusted from SDREF. Is it the relief and help that the
Central Government wants to give to the State in this hour of crisis?

Sir, the State alone, without the assistance from the Centre, cannot face this
situation. There is drinking water shortage; there is fodder shortage; there is a problem
for agricultural labour. So, the entire State is reeling under drought and then, people
are looking towards the Central Government for timely assistance. But, unfortunately,
the Central Government is behaving casually. The Central Team went in December.
What is the result of it? You just give a pittance of Rs. 70.23 crore for a massive loss of
Rs. 5900 crore. The total damage is more than Rs. 5900 crore and the Central
Government gives Rs. 70.23 crore. That is why, Sir, an All Party Delegation led by the
hon. Chief Minister, where even the External Affairs Minister, Shri S.M. Krishna, Shri
Mallikarjun Kharge and Shri Muniappa and other senior Ministers of the Karnataka
State, they have all joined. We all went to the Agriculture Minister, we went to the
Finance Minister and then we went to the hon. Prime Minister. But, unfortunately, nothing
has happened. In spite of such a high level delegation going to the Prime Minister and to
the Finance Minister and meeting the Agriculture Minister personally and explaining
the position about even lack of drinking water, fodder shortage and then agriculture
labour is not having enough work. The Central Government is totally unmoved, totally
insensitive to the sufferings of the people of the State. I do not know what has happened
to the Government of India. If you are not ready to extend a helping hand in this hour of
crisis, then, what for is the Central Government? Why are these Central Teams? Is it
for famasha? You sent ateam in December. Now again the situation is serious because
both kharif and rabi crops have been damaged. Why should the Central Government
wait to send a team to visit the State so far? After December, when they have realised
that the crops have failed, they should have sent a second Central Team immediately.
They have not done it. On 2nd itself when we met Shri Sharad Pawar, he promised that
the next day, he used the word “next day”, the Central Team will be constituted and
day after they will be in the State. Sir, today, we are on 8th, so far the Central Team has
not been constituted, and the Team has not gone to the State. This speaks of the callous
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attitude of the Central Government. Very casual approach of the Central Government;
and also the thinking is that you adjust it from the SDRF, you have enough funds, and
you spend it from your State funds only. When there is a national calamity, it is the
combined duty of the State and the Central Government to take care of the helpless
people; and the Central Government has miserably failed in its responsibility. It is not
only lukewarm, but casual. It is totally indifferent to the sufferings of the people. So,
we made a request to the hon. Prime Minister and to the Finance Minister that around
Rs. 1500 crore may be given as an interim relief to take care of the problems of the
labour, to take care of the drinking water, to take care of the fodder and also to give
some sort of helping hand to the farmers who have suffered loss of crop. But
unfortunately the Central Government has not given even one rupee after that. What is
this? I have seen the reply of the Minister. There is nothing in the Minister’s reply
except narrating the chronological events that have taken place since then. More than
three fourths of the State is reeling under the drought; and the entire crops of both rabi
and kharifhave failed. Then, there is no drinking water, no fodder, what else do you
require? When will the Central Team go? We are on 9th May. People are saying that
the monsoon is likely to advance; and then you will send the Central Team in June, and
then by June end, there will be some rains, and then you will say rains have come and
there is no problem of drought. Is it the way to deal with such an important and sensitive
matter? I urge upon the Minister to immediately declare an initial financial assistance
of Rs. 1500 crores to take care of the sufferings of the people of Karnataka; otherwise
the Government of India will be seen that it has no heart, it is not concerned with the
people and problems of the Karnataka State. It is a very serious issue; and the Minister’s
answer is totally disappointing. I want the Minister to respond further when the Central
Team is going, when they are going to come back and give a report, when the Central
Government is going to give the remaining assistance. We have also asked for three
lakh tonnes of rice; and 155,000 tonnes of wheat. That also has not been given. Sir, we
have enough stocks of rice and wheat. Both the Prime Minister and the Minister agreed
that there are enough stocks. They told us also. But unfortunately so far not even a
grain has been released to the State. Why is it like this? That is why I call it a callous
attitude and irresponsible attitude of the Central Government towards the sufferings of
the people of the State. I do not know whether it is politically motivated or is it
discrimination towards a particular State or is it the same attitude continuing with
other States also? We have serious drought situation in the adjacent State, Maharashtra
also. Yesterday I was in Maharashtra. People there are also complaining adequate
relief or help or assistance is not being given to the State of Maharashtra.

...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): Mr. Vijay Jawaharlal Darda,
no interruptions please. Let him continue.
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SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU : My point is in parts of Andhra Pradesh, majority
of Karnataka and then 17 districts of Maharashtra, if they are reecling under drought,
what is it that the Government of India has done? Why are vou keeping quict? Why
have you not moved on this issue? What is your response to this problem? Regarding
fodder, there are occasions when the fodder was moved in trains and then there are
occasions where enough money was not provided beforehand to provide drinking water.
These are the basic issues. Under the MGNREGA or NREGA you have to give extra
assistance to the State to take care of the people because the agricultural 1abour has no
work as the crops have failed. There is a very serious situation. I request the Minister
to respond to it seriously, apply his mind and again tell the House as to how much
assistance the Central Government is going to give to the State of Karnataka. Thank
you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : Thank you, Venkiahaji. Mr.
Tapan Kumar Sen. Please take only three to four minutes and not more than that.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal) : Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir. It appears from the statement of the hon. Minister that the matter was not at all
taken seriously and the subject was not given the seriousness it deserves. In general, in
the country agriculture is in a deep crisis because of the faulty policies and the natural
disasters are adding further to the miseries of the agrarian people who are feeding the
entire nation. So far as Karnataka is concerned, if we see the approach, the first problem
is with the estimate. It is a half-hearted estimate. As far as the Minister’s statement is
concerned, 99 taluks in 23 districts are affected. But the State Government’s and the
people’s experience is that more than 123 taluks in 24 districts are affected. Almost the
entire agrarian zone of Karnataka has been affected by drought. It is estimated that the
crop loss is more than 16 lakh tonnes and that the monetary loss is more than Rs. 4,500
crores. What is the assistance given? There may be a tug of war continuing between
the State Government and the Central Government. But the reality remains that the
loss is estimated at Rs. 4,500 crores, which is an underestimate because more than two
crores of farmers, particularly, landless agricultural workers, just go starving when the
crop fails. In such a situation, when all these estimates taken together, the Central
assistance is Rs. 196 crores and added to that another Rs. 500 crores from the State
Government. Mr. Venkaiah Naidu has also confirmed that. So, a total amount of
Rs. 696 crores, that is, Rs. 500 plus Rs. 196, is going to the affected farmers for relief.
On the other hand, the loss estimated is Rs. 4,500 crores. The actual loss will be much
more than that because of failure of both the crops. Subsequently, the problem of
livelihood is perpetuating among the farming community in the drought-affected areas.
In this context, what serious steps are you going to take instead of having a tug of war
between the State Government and the Central Government? They have demanded
Rs. 2,600 crores. The money spent altogether till now is Rs. 500 crores. What are the
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steps that you are going to take to ameliorate the serious miseries that the farmers are
facing? Ithink, it demands a total reversal of the present policy regime that is continuing,.
Much more presence and active participation of the State — by the “State” I mean the
Government as such — both Central and State Governments, is required.

Let me tell you that because of the drought even minor irrigation tanks were
dried up. I think that capital investment is needed to immediately bring them back so
that, at least, the next season does not get affected. If a single drought is creating a
general reaction on future livelihood and the estimated one-time loss is so much, I
think, both the Central Government and the State Government must take serious steps.
Otherwise, the normal tranquillity in the country will stand jeopardised because agrarian
suicide has become a common issue throughout the country. I think, in the other House,
there was a din because of farmers’ suicide in Madhya Pradesh and in police firing two
farmers were killed. It is there throughout the country. Even oil-crop producing States
are also facing an agrarian crisis. Those who are producing are not able to earn their
livelihood. They are not able to survive. In that kind of a situation, I think, the whole
policy issues are to be looked into. When the loss is of Rs. 4,500 crores and when two
crore farmers are suffering, instead of having a tug of war between the State and the
Central Government should join hands to send relief to the people and save their
livelihood perpetually. The loss has casued today but it has created a terminal problem
of perpetuity in their future livelihood also. So this issue should be taken up seriously.
I will conclude after making just one point. Sir, MGNREGA can be an important
instrument, at least, to ensure survival of the crop. That record is also very dismal
during the entire drought affected period. Sir, this issue also should be taken up seriously.
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PHAR FT ST 1 T Sl BET B, H SD] Wl | HEHd & | PUIed &A1Y HERTS H
T 31epTel el 7, VT g 1 ReIfd 2 T 17 Rl # uril &1 W fbeera 81 718 21 forems
BT IR f&apd B, IRl & oY IR &1 9N g 2 R Iy SH-oprel UaT 81 91 2
SR SHE-SE TR ST 81 38 © | 397! @+ Il Bl 8! & IR WReR T & 81 T
B 21 3T dhar o ' = 9 P I IRE gaR S 9 e, oifs IRE 9aR St o1 78R
P e T G I F IO JET STTHY HINUT X e & b 0Tl R Y Ig © IR IeguTed
HIT TET YA g | U HIW0T B IS 81 I § | 301 § O AT 91T R I8 §, BAN HENTS
1 3T TSt SFOrTeM ST 2 ok a8 el | 7 381 21

¥, § H301 AEISd ¥ Qo =edl § & Tl 6 IR § #eg B S BNl 8, SHD|
B TH ST SAI? T 8 9N, BY o ] 391 a¥g I oTSls el TSI r 89N Iy
2100 PRI BT UbST AR B, i 200 PRIS AT 20 BRIS I T 21 3l 7 | 1S 7 AR
T H O BT IR fhedd 7, B ST CaN Hadd HE RIS &9 W16 U8l dd [axamrdT o, 3T
ORI Td H $HY g9 I T | 98T W U B fheerd B, A IS9P oy g I e 2
gl W Ul & AU IR &1 9549 fSapd T | FT BiU thet 21 715, RUIT 311 715 3R By




Colling Attention.... [8 MAY, 2012] Public Importance 235

BedR $2INH BT YT 1T o1 T, < g {5 & &1 el | I8 bs SbR & [IH]
P PRUT AR I AN BT 3] &b BRI 81 W8] T T 998 F (68 # = 2

Jel W Hgd TaHe ° H Aol 921 iR Jure Y faur J2T 1 Baa oo § BN
TG ®1 I T T 2 @R AT BN BT el < 81 T, GF BE I8 © (6 TR i
TE g X 8, TGN APIe Bl SIS R 8] of I8 8, I TR W 81 g8 T$ 7 | 3R, Y AU
TR BT GET 7, I ool TaRIC Bl I 8, PN HAT0T B 3R G &1 e 5]
25 TR 3, ) 9 4-5 a1 § S st a1 Reify ol 2, 59 @ @91 Raafar & forg
e 7 HIEcRAT with human approach =12y |

SUFHIEIE] HElad, ¥RT TRHR I AT 7 {6 #8RTSg H§ qid H 99l | .. (Iae)...
27 GHEIAH WISTHIS HUTET (YOR) @ W, U e | 73 O =18y, #IR qRI o o |
...(CTETRI)...

27 GBI STESH : &, QI O1 oY 81 Hxa Hifs S 3 &1 9gd o4 fa@dn 2|
A I HEAd B el & | Sy TSl ol 98 IR M 9ol | U8ell Relld 2100 FRIE BT ST
AR 2, 7RIS B 98 2100 IR &1 Rl {d Rl BT | ...(Fo a8l b 10 R
J HERAT TF TR | TP N § 3T T B I ©, DT o[de g9 el | gd1g |

Ju=rHTeTer (W 0. o1 HREA) - 2T AR (g | L (SaeT)... 3T 93 S8y |

SHRI NARESH GUJRAL (Punjab) : Sir our granaries....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : No, no, she is having the floor.

SHRI NARESH GUJRAL : Our granaries are overflowing with wheat and rice.
Why doesn’t the Government....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : Please sit down.
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THE VICE-CHARIMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : Please don’t interrupt
...(Interruptions)... Please take vour seat ... (Interruptions)...

st w1 Rig : S9¢ U9 SEN I8 FeT . (FGEH). .
<. facraered) el : W), . (S9EE)...

THE VICE-CHARIMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : Please don’t distrub
...(Interruptions)... You cannot interrupt like that ... (Inferruptions)...



236 Colling Attention.... [RAJYA SABHA] Public Importance
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THE VICE-CHARIMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Dr. Sadho, please sit down
...(Interruptions)...

i<t A g o9 < H OSS BT .(Hau).. 7 y9¥ & RIA® died 8l
...(CHETRIT)...

#ft TR AT RTSRI) : I, . (TE)...

THE VICE-CHARIMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Mr. Budania, please sit down
...(Interruptions)... What do you want? It won’t go on record ...(Interruptions)...

et A g 7o UQw F gReg HET 7 IEf o I” FahN BIC © | . (TIEF). .

THE VICE-CHARIMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Dr. Sadho, why do you
interrrupt? Don’t distrub like this.
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THE VICE-CHARIMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : Dr. Bharatkumar Raut. Not
present. Prof. M.S. Swaminathan ... (Tnterruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU : Sir, the other Members from Karnataka also
have given their notice for it. They also want to speak on this. Please allow them, at
least, a minute each.

THE VICE-CHARIMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : If their names are there in the
notice, I will allow them.

PROF. M. S. SWAMINATHAN (Nominated) : Sir, I shall be very brief. I fully
endorse the need for an urgent action in terms of relief and rehabilitation of the affected
arcas, that is, Karnataka, Maharashtra, etc. But what to emphasise is the fact that
hereafter it is an era of climate change, and more and more extreme events are going
to take place. A country, like ours, should not always be only taking post-mortem
action. We have to be prepared as well. There are excellent maps of drought-prone
areas in the country. A drought code which enables anticipatory action; for example,
cattle camps will have to be established as well as a new kind of ration to save the
cattle, because cattle dies and they are the assets of the poor. The lives and livelihood
of the people depend on their cattle. There are methods by which you can save the
cattle by means of using bagass, urca, molasses, etc. There are different kinds of methods
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by which fodder banks can be built up. All that I want to request is that we need to have
aclean drought code and flood code for those areas. It is not only that the Ministry will
go on sending emergency teams and helping them, which is, of course, very essential,
but we have to also prepare seed reserves. There will be rain in this region very shortly.
Farmers have no seeds at all. So, you must develop seed reserves and crops which can
be grown.

So, all that I plead is, in addition to immediate relief and rehabilitation, let us
also take measures by which such distress need not happen.

it gafdex e Yev (U99) : SuqHrRIe Sfl, §9 forga faar 21

SHRI M. P. ACHUTHAN (Kerala) : Sir, the situation in Karnataka is
unprecedented. All the facts have been placed by Venkaiah Naiduji and Shri Tapan

Kumar Sen before you. I fully support what Prof. Swaminathan said. He said that we
have to have a long-term plan to meet the natural calamities, especially, in the
background of climate change. In Kerala also, we have a drought-like situation this
vear and many parts of the State have acute drinking water shortage. And what is
attitude of the Central Government is, either it is due to drought or it is due to floods,
the Central Government usually sends a team. And our experience in Kerala is, when
the Central team comes to assess the drought situation, by that time, there will be
floods in Kerala, and to assess the damage of flood situation, the team will come
during the drought season! So, it is a callous attitude of the Central Government, it
must be changed and immediate action has to be taken. And Central Government must
come forward to assist the State of Karnataka. The State Government has requested
that immediate action should be taken. Thank you.
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DR. PRABHAKAR KORE (Karnataka) : Sir, this is a historical drought in the
last 70 years, in which all the people of Karnataka are suffering. Many villages are
vacant. They have already gone out of the State, for their livelihood, to Goa, Bangalore
and Pune. In some of the villages, there is totally no water. So, there are no people
there also. This is the position. But the State Government has already sent a Report in
the month of December. For the last six months, they have paid Rs. 70 crores. My own
district, Belgaum, requires almost Rs. 200 crores. So, my question is: There are many
problems. The farmers have lost everything, including crop. So, I would like to know
from the hon. Minister whether the Government of India is planning to waive off loan
taken by farmers from nationalised banks and also from the State co-operative sector.

The Second question is, what steps the Government of India is taking to release
sufficient funds for drinking water, foodgrains and fodder for cattle? Secondly, an
interim financial assistance of, at least, Rs. 2,000 crores should immediately be given
to the State Government. These are my questions, Sir, Thank You.

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM (Andhra Pradesh) : Sir, I would like to draw the
kind attention of the hon. Minister to the prevalling worst drought situation in Karnataka.
Sir, you know that Karnataka is one of the States in India where every Indian feels that
it is his home State. They are the nicest people. But, sometimes, the vagaries of nature
take its toll. It is unfortunate. I was fortunate to be a part of the administration of
Karnataka. I was the District Collector there for sometime.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (P.J. KURIEN) : Put your question.

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM : Sir, I must bring seriousness of the situation to
the House and draw the attention of the Government. It is only then my question will
have some relevance. It is unprecedented that out of 30 districts, 22 districts and out of
176 Talukas, 100 Talukas are under severe drought. My friends from other States have
mentioned about it. In my own State of Andhra Pradesh, out of 1,010 Mandals, 876
Mandals are under drought. The response of the Union Government should be a little
more positive. We are very sorry. The all-party delegation came and appraised about
the seriousness of the situation to the Government of India. I am thankful to Dr.
Swaminathanji for his views. But, they are long-term measures. There is an immediate
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need for short, medium and immediate measures. Long-term measures are a continuous
process. So, my submission is that a team should immediately go there. Sir, out of
Rs. 4,000 crores they have asked for, what was given by the Government of India? The
team has recommended only Rs. 296 crores. But, as per the guideliness, Karnataka is
eligible for Rs. 1,000 crores straightaway. The evaluation that has been made has to be
relooked. I am talking about the systemic difficulties. We may talk for long-term
strategies. But, how is the system being getting administered?

Sir, in Andhra Pradesh, we have asked for Rs. 1,406 crores. But, we have got
only Rs. 700 crores. As per their own guidelines. Rs. 900 crores should have been
given. So, immediately, the team should go there. And, an all-party delegation, headed
by the Chief Minister of Karnataka, has given a detailed estimate. Sir, it farmers of
Karnataka suffer, it is the entire South India which suffers. So, Karnataka is to be
taken special care. Along with this, Andhra Pradesh’s requirement should also be met.
The Committee should meet again, reassess and release Rs. 200 crores to Andhra
Pradesh and Rs. 400 crores to Karnataka immediately and also for Maharashtra as my
friends have pointed out. Thank You.

ft gafde™ g =T (099) : TR, <9 &1 I8 <1 UleH &, 98d 9INgd 71 I8 % e
B Uise™ 81 Tob TRE FISC 7, TN NI NG e Heid § 3R TR TRE IHD! 3G
g 51 T 991 8, 7 PET WS & AR g8 A0 W § 791 1 30U U TRE HoiM
F$ I T, SHOT B TET ¥, A1 G WG IWE A @ H I §1 305 IRY § WPR &
I PE ARl § 15 98 < H N9 TG BeiF &1 B4 8, 1 99 TR W 8, 39
EH TC I FHHI dTell SHTE FHISUS TS UgdIY 3R U v e UiferdT a9 o 5.7
T & g Arefers & foe Terssy S91Y STy, d1fer ol o1 2ifcst =1 31U | S8 gSc 8, S93
IR H H WErell g8 el dledl ¢ (b dod T g8l B Al WSl <41 8, ol a8 I8
HATE &1 BT b We Ta-He I s Bl U AT IoT B b | 39D [T ST Bl
Y IR T TIHEH Bl A, BT MY o AT d BT BT 2oy BN | 34T S
AT I PRI &, I8 950 PH o, i TSNS Igd 317 el Y & | 371uep! FAfas
15,000/~ U T Yebg FATTST &7 =2y | #RT IgT TH-aR Foe & |

27} S g HMYRT (SR U9 @ W), H I8 el dledl § [P Bulice, AERTS 3R
TP P I USEll H, et gee &1 Uiwem v, 98! fearl & foag o bt &1 feAfs @t
T3 ¥, o Tl <5 & e IRBR BT 98 <A1 Ay |

AN Qb Redve I8 A1 & 6 S9 grec 211 8, 1 A & W qoigy 4l 987
BT 2 | W & W Aoy |1 9 TN u¥ JIiad B ©, 3ieY e 9 Sl €F ST 8, 98
g ¥ < & HAoIgY BT Blefd w1 & 3R TG BT S N 901 A IR & {7 g mbr
BT ITE TSI & ToNd & | Frs IRPR 39 SN YT T N B |
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T g IR I I8 Y He1 I18d & o 9167 I1Ed SI. HIiRTT SRS Sff 7 WY
IR W dfex Boiic & S <1 30T 1T T of), 810 S Y BT <, 999 3N Sd I
DI YRR 39 FISC Pl HIEA DN | T |

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY (West Bengal) : I just want to make one request to
the Minister for Agriculture. He has gone on record saying that there is an excess of
foodgrains stored in our godowns. The Finance Minister has, on the other hand, said
that if we really procure this year, the food subsidy burden would increase by another
Rs. 20,000 crores. There is no space in our godowns. Food is rotting. So, if you cannot
release money immediately to Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra, then, at
least, release these foodgrains which are rotting in any case, and we would only increase
our food subsidy burden. So, can the Minister give an assurance that along with meeting
the money demands, which I fully support, he would also release these foodgrains
immediately so that these people do not suffer from hunger?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : Now, Shri Rangasayee
Ramakrishna. Please put just one question. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI RANGASAYEE RAMAKRISHNA (Karnataka): Sir, there are drought-
prone districts all over the country. Why can the Government of India not have a
special programme only for drought-prone districts all over the country, as Dr.
Swaminathan mentioned, and, instead of doing a post-mortem, take preventive action?
That is one point. Secondly, the State asked for an assistance of Rs. 5000 crores while
vou gave only Rs. 70 crores. ...(Interruptions)... A delayed assistance is a denied
assistance. And an assistance which is inadequate is not required at all. Sir, ...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : Okay, Fine, Now, Shri Ravi
Shankar Prasad. Just put your question, please.

st X vipY wIE ((NER) - A9 F3T Sf, 3! SRGR = gra1 f6har § o oS &
RIS USRI BoTl &, b ISP HSRU &1 Fa=T 954 B GHIIYY & | TS PIURIM 3
ST & STIPTT ¥R AT 1 ¢ gY & T &b X T2 & | SAIIY S U pdl AT |y,
1 IR ARG 7 IS B, S 3MYP U a1 IS 2, AT ST21 3Tehle THIT ol & A1 ST&T
Ig ©7 U 954 81 R Fae © |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : Shri Rajeev Chandrasekhar,
just put a question, please.

SHRI RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR (Karnataka) : Sir, I had asked the same
question in December, 2011. The answer that the Minister gave then and the answer
that the Minister is giving today is absolutely the same.
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Sir, just as Mr. Ramakrishna said, relief delayed is relief denied. My simple
question to the hon. Minister is: Will he take a compassionate and expedited view on
the relief requirements from the State of Karnataka?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Now, Mr. Minister.
...(Interruptions)... No more questions please. You should have given notice or given
your names in advance. ... (Interruptions)...

it g8er wrae : H W A 9eRI &1, NI 39 UIdiae [GUaT | (Saaen)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU : Sir, I am asking this only out of curiosity. What
happened to the Cabinet Minister.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : No, no. Please.
...(Interruptions)... He is in-charge. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI HARISH RAWAT : I am also speaking on behalf of the Government and
the Ministry. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY : Sir, I hope the Cabinet Minister is not a victim of
drought.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. PJ. KURIEN) : No, no. Please proceed, Mr.
Minister. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD : Mr. Rawat is a victim of political drought.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI HARISH RAWAT : Don’t worry. I will also be speaking on behalf of the
Government and the Ministry.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Please proceed.

it g8 vEa : WY, 9 A Gl | I8 W) o AR I | T R W) g8
Halel & P BRI BUIch & X Y& &1 Bl R A dlefl NS B Bel BT I
IHI UgEl ¥, 99 favg H SS[ 41 ¥

H H BT G WIE Bl g9 FURT g | Sl HERSH W TawHe o ool S Bl
faar o S revised memorandum AT HEIHAT ST 7, S 9 2 AS @I all parties’
delegation & H1T AR HY 741 ST 9§ el 9, 99 I A U a1 o | S=H I6H
ST item-wise demands IET & 3R ST fHgUed S=M 99 &, SHGT GRT I8 W IRgd
BT T 1 ¥R, I8 %1 791 1% 98i &1 drought situation & URT gl TG+ BT ST YN o,
I8 91 belated AT H AFHY IHAT TG AES b T H $F T DI A AT g (b A
g1 I8 I Aol Ta-c H DY HA1erg & U 3778, i BN F2Aerd 81 Aed H1erd 2,
A Inter-Ministerial Central Team ST &1 I9 €H -1 T a-He & JAMBREE &
A1 Holfed & IF 3T &1 ams IRT 57 iR Ifster SRRt W, ekt M-
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Rguei @1 e Temve 1 Rfed foal 3R fawm, SE S961 <@l 3R S9S J19 S
o=t RUE Ffie BT AN 99 RUE & AR W Inter-Ministerial Group 7 3719+ =g far|
IR RS F IR W, ST Inter-Ministerial Central Team = Rete foar 3iR SO
AN I, ST Inter-Ministerial Group &1 & T, SHS IR W BS ofdel HHSI 1 oy
foran| & g9 919 @1 a1 € 6 gl § ¥ TaHe o S first memorandum 33T, S
damage assessment 33T, SHH 3R Aol TaHC 7 BIgTell ST U1 379 a1 8, S9H I
T 1 sl 3N A8 g | offed, o 1 g8 fAfTe o 38T o1 3R S second memorandum
T T | 3T 7, S IR ST A HAT ST BT I (haT 1 7, SIS I § R
I | I 3N BT <& gV B, Hifd I8 Y all parties deelegation 21, H |1 qrfei
& T Gl B GAlE <1 FMET &, 9 < 9= H31 B 1 Y 3N S A HA
HeIag BT AR gue Ja1s | RgUer § S <ord 1Y 8, S96 Ix H Y ST 9131, S
2 onfa-anfe wa 1at &I oo fopar a7 &R 9 910 X! TR | S $ SR W AN 7T
St 91 I7 ol o fo &9 iR I $W &1 dviicd & o=y 9ol 3R g8l &1 o latest
situation ¥, SHP SR W I Hadl & 3 RUE Fafie Sy, 39 RUIE 6 MR )
o forT SIQan <o 6 R W 0 foran Sen | 81 W) I8 del 1 & HAred, H3
HEIGY 7 PEl Ul S qblel 89 Yob BACT ST BT | H THA & [ S8l O g1 PRI
2, 13 INRg BT A EH Bl 981 BT AafvTe w1 8, U7 13 aRE &I | I8 13 IR A1
gAY FEiNG B 7S, ifes e Tawvie | I8 Tl Ul & fb dgel TH & 3117, 3117
IAP AT TR € AT A1 3R ST & NI B Hece™ & 918 T8 Jgel S Tl BT oy
forar Siar B 1 39V, I8 Ao S Mual T V8T 8, fP 2 A5 DI pel T AR 2 78 &
e .. (FaUTH)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): Please do not interrupt.
...(Unterruptions)... Let him complete, please.

AN T AT : WX, I8 UP AT AT § IR 59 THYT Bl BI5 Fe XToH I Bl
3fte ¥ 81 <9 &, S9re1g 9T Uil & IRt~ el o, OH <91 0l & 939 §, SR
% ft e €, WX & oI5 &, PUlcd BT SAET assistance <1 &1 910 Hal 8 iR I8
&9 I WG § | 399 SIT memorandum FHUITEH &1 TRBR 1 I A & ~ged H &
T IR AT B A1 ST & A1 Sl I8! I g8 5, SEPI IR I e 71 THi,
Ugel ¥ IT anticipate TR S I UH UHR I IRIT SN 11 71 o6 3119 FHolicd & a2
TEd] Y IE B, AT S96T THRT BT overlook H BT PIRE oX I8 5, U B8 Y
SAP! UfACh TefeR 3T ST W81 T1 I9 Teldd & fA9g § A1 §31 $© 8] Hal 8, ofidb
ST deTe e R €, S96 [y # RIa=T oMue! el €, Hollcd AR <91 BT 91T & iR a8
% AT B T & A9 § 90! fY, IRGR @1 Jf Ia &1 a7 21 987 & fam a1
loss, HRT & fHAM BT loss T, YRA BT loss | H ST PV H IHBT Tl 3R g S
919 T8 W Bel T3, S YA Tad Bl TS 8, 399 SHP! 9o el | § 91 $ddl IHs H
ST SN HET TMET § 1 39 I1d Bl SR Wb PR (g1 Sy b ST J==1 #31 SfT
A FEl {5 80 Tobral SH 9o, I8t O {6 Ifs I el I {5 80 Sied ! T 9ol O I8
TH STeal 1 el 91 R8T €1 IS 2 NG ¥ 13 IR BT delay A foram Sian €, A1 $96
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1T & 21 BE Ahd ¢ & 3D I T 1Y {5 I8 delay A1 Ta-HcH & officials & 14
Y & adjustment & HROT 81 T ¥ 3R AT I natural course ¥ forar &1 S 2
...(EET)...

27} O GAIR AT 1 W, & HSHT A1 SR, 2011 BT | .. (G )...

27 E¥teT e : W, IS 9 == S 1 W SireT ST, A R H e € fb oA
RTEd BT Rbrad &, 9 Rrerdd & w1 Ao Aied 3N 89N g Jawy o S i § 91
PR T2 BN, ST TRIP I FE I B o o777 BT ST IR &am 721, Y0yt it o) 981 &8 IE
BT b a1 &1 4 ¥R far |

W, FHIDd Ig & 6 g9 (g A4/ 91 gU & SR 3§ AR, A1 BT gIRT i
Py 77 €1 g7 AT BHET 13th Finance Commission &1 ¥ & AMER IX (ST BT T8
1 I e as such IT even 29 MK &1 I B U1 c@RigS 81 §, Hifh
Finance Commission Y& Woa IRIT & 3R SUd! recommendations & R IR A
PHHST ST S B | TR BHST F AR finalise Y & 3R inter-ministerial committee I7
inter-ministerial group S 7077 ol 8, ST & IR W 98 S9! review Bl & 1
IHDT assess P Bl B B = | I (oY Aol DI SART Wiem Bl Blg Jogel T8 5 |
.(Faer)... TR 1 1<TH points ST drinking water & ¥ § &g 1Y © {5 G & Ul &1
B T 3R I8 W fodder &1 BSAE & AT # w=1 791 8, R, H MUd! STHGRT # I8
I AT ATEd & [ BUlied Bl Ta-He & 91 SDRF # R & 3TgR UR U1 ¥ 2 3iR
Tg 9 AT 6 U YT 2 | BUITeed F U W 59 B & {0 ST 116.5 RIS BUT & |
SI9 B8 UlaR HHST AT 8T8 odal BHel -1 39 A9y # oy forar, 99 a8 amount adjusted
A T 2 | I8 9HI AT 6 faWg H adjusted AT SIAT 8 IR SHHT 75 IRRIE adjustable
amount {1 forIT ST T Bullcsd & Had H |1 I81 ol 2, Ay VAT 721 7 6 99 19
BT Bel BH ORI T AT 39 W BIg Ih R 718 8 | ST BRI M €, Sl BRI S &,
% [T BUlTced TROR 3 U B IYINT BN | 3T WHHIT FEd -1 AR AN Faw i
Pa1 13 Uil & foTY STiaw B BISTE 311 T21 T, I UF & U Bl BioTs of I81 5 | W
@, 399 9 W) marginal farmers @1 ST sustenance allowance &1 SIHT €, S9¢ IX
H ¥ 9w g f 99 total number of affected farmers 3T &1 <& & 919 394 adjust
a1 S F&a1 81 ST medium-term damages €, SH®! repair & ®I 89 Udh THR A
relief 21 Bg I &, Ifed I A rehabilitation process &1 3T FH Adhd &, R I8
9T relief & o0 €1 5@ 9@ rehabilitation &1 HaTd 8, SHb oY dgal <H, ST f i
I 72T off JET B, 98 O IRE I recommend TR, IHHT RUE 319 & 915 39 W B
ofad HHST ST view oI 3R SHG I8 S GFRIRT feRT], SHG! SR TR FHulicd B
e 3R BRI Iade, ST & T8N 3 el B SHGT I BT BF fHhal 51 I6hdTl © |

W, B W P dgd 3= g &A1 T {5 drought situation & FHEe & folg
long-term measures IS S MY | IHF [I87 H ST Agel TGS e} IS T, I Hl
IS dTex REYEH @1 38jd &R & [0 geia {37 §1 ST Bulicsd & 1 $0 <ifed T
TGP W &, S pfedpa TRT & 3faY ol § 1 89 9FsN & 1 S dgd 1SS aex de
IR T ISE aIe} 9IS §, a1 S A9 # S 1 Bad SO ST 2 iR S G Suaed
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& R dug well ¥T 2 3R structure S99 & fog A 8ifts dfex RIS 9 S werar
SUAL ¥, SHI BIIaT ST Hahd o | ] i Uiihee) &1 IR 9§ 9T &1 B Iad
ST X2 © o BRIET IO/ S Fadl & | ZART S TR0 [T #31erd 8, 96! Wl &l
Aoy €, FH & SIHQUT a1 QR Ao 2 3R GEN SI1 a1exeis &1 Ao 8, SHPT AH
T e Tacd Il Tl T

IR, FaR, 2009 # ST Manual for Drought Management t9IR a1 1 8, S+
FAA IR BT g7 G 331 2 {6 different programmes & o7 S 37 S97ep U SUal&
2, S9Y 4 Udh 98} synergy UaT ¥ | Even $© Ia1 1 water bodies create B & g
“HIW” & W B AT 959 oS SUIW fBal 7, f9dT impact Bs Al H water
availability TR U1 ¥, SFH ORI, 317 T2 T $© 31 7 & | 89 99 & [ U
JER synergy U1 I F TG BF IR DI BT | ST WHHIG |19 - Bal, 7 AN
BT Ig P TN {5 A1 Manual for Drought Management g, SH®! 84 religiously
follow N BT BIL B | 89 VT WRBRI I I BT fF fd T¥IF T 39 manual
P BH S8R NI I implement FR Hhd & | 59 fdWg H FART ST geographic imformation
system &, SR AR drought monitoring centers &, § 98aX a¥i% ¥ function &N 3R
At b 91, 3197 2N stakeholders &, S AT 2ART 98X coordination Y&, dfe <91
& 5 AW A 39 b BT Ry U_1 B9 B F™ray E, 981 86 S0] GHEe R b |

HY ARSI AE15Y, 39 R H FAgHe IS & HI-H19 $© 3R gRac ¥l
AN | PV &7, STl Us< rain regular ofl, 981 319 g8 I+ regular T8I I8 T B 3R &
&A1 # STl rain & AW 9 deficiency off, 981 o9 oF2e! AT &1 Y21 &, 3AIY ground-
water recharging and surface-water recharging 3nfe @1 Reifa # ot g1 uRacH a1 2|
H I 99 i BT scientifically monitor BT BT DI H I & IR AR BI T
B 9P &9 § W& | 981 9 norms HT FaTel 8, S 1957 § §F ANl DI 2015 Td SaoiX
BT US| BISH BT ST YT view &, I MU 31T H Fa M 8, HR ST H7 Bal (o
Finance Commission &1 RUIC & ¥R W norms committee S g5 7, I FARI
HAT SOTaT URacH el ) Adhdl |

HE1G ARSI FEGE, H HIS TR IR I G491 [S75311 BT Har PR Bl IR B
S AFTE el 7 I8Y § | 98 W $© 3R I H HET T8 | S, AR UH1eT ST AERTS
P IR H BT & T I F T WHR T & =1 BT Gommeil & 3 dRdE § &R
Q& &b BROT AN B AHT S G & U1 BT T 3T X8| 2, SHD] 98 FAT T8 1 DY 8]
L

SITb! Riprad ot fo gst ugell o1 TRT &1 el 81 1 «ifdh 54 Prilcsd & vy §
91 37T 1 S IS Red BT DIl B BT DI sl oI | § 717 S 9 7 v fAae9 o
=TT 5 SRR Ie INT 1 W{ig & fawy § &1 357 WRBRI B 1 ol el &1 39
A H B I WA G BT 8, 39 5 # #§ 311 R == 31, ST U A1 =T
DI PR B, Yeb WD TR ST &9 FIP! et 8, TH[ED ®U H SHefl &, ST 39 91
D1 TET o ST =TS g | <ifdhd § a1 SN Bel =Edl § (& 89 310 Hllerd & Hie Eiel
Foera % ff 9 § €, Rife famT o1 g T aF1 391 @¥is I8 91 871 & a1 89 I
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T & {5 <1 2R tRua . 8, 98 US UBR 9 SS9 AR #1899 B, SS9 W U6 UHR
Jde T 8 39 A9y & 99 79 & g INGR & I96 § 5, To9 IR SR &1 Iy
WRHRI & I TG H & | 551 39 I8 &1 IR & RIerd ofs © | 396! 89 i | <hary
BN BT PV BT, Y T 3T AW Bl o1 3R 39 vy § 919 391 | % I U
I BT A ..(FGETH)...

2t gerfdax RiE YeX - 9 H, A1 9FS O I | . (auH)...

2 g8er aw : {7 PN (F I8 AR FAT T H T2 8, I GER HAG 4
FRIRT E, 89 9P T THITT BT, JTYST 131 DT =1 96 Ugdied | § T a1d 8iR
HET AR §, ...(TIETH)...

sfireht s Rig : o), 3)71 U omuie &, #5201 St 24 98 gaer o fh I8 IRaM oIk SRk
T BT B INT IRER] BT & AT MYH! 87 HT 99 8, I8 Y o9 Fa Bl el o2 I8
frad! RRIERT B2 oI $96T 3Rl 50 IRBRI & W Sl & T8 g IRBR B
e & 3R onfl 9 377 60 I8f H I =Iell o7 I T |

7} BT ¥EaT : o MRl BN RN €1 HUSRUT &1 Jfde @l UeT By, 8HNT
AN 3! Aiffed NHAERT &1 @¥iT 3ib A 81, 98 W1 89N 3R IS0 WRHRI B e
RIRERT 2| JIfh I THN IRE & HUR Sre Bl ARG BN, I8 H3Ib] SATad ] AT
el g

et 71 Rrg : T9 WReR 31 R e ) | SfhT g IR o RN
1 997 BT T | 39 BRUT {BAmT Bl fSdhd o Wi | g TGN 0T gy a1 f+rar
B

2} arm A : ve e, #3501 Aeey | § G 9 Gl FrEdl g | Sir, he is willing
to ...(Interruptions)... Before it is over, I just want to ...(Interruptions)... He is yielding,
Sir, ...(Interruptions)... A¥, g TR Tl & 3R AR 89N Q{1 WA & fb 39 IR I
WHR, s INGN 39 TNE I SCaR] TP A9 SRIY | i ST & IR WX S96T 5
PR BT I © | ST 39 FRAT T &4 H W Y 89 Ueb g1 fagn o o aiues g
S YR R U] 3Nl 2, Forads IR H BT Sfl T8T 2 & 98 S W81 8, I91 & 9N H gAN
o #= BE W € {5 oFR 39 A1d IRIRAT 31, ondl U, U9, 01 &1 910 e I2 &, 1
FANT I17 BOR RIS S HisHS! ¢ ST WIRS Bl aofg H | 379 3D IoIc B ST
DT BH BN b Y I I ¥ f I8 I BOIR XIS 7 21, 39 IS DI AU d8] TN AY
STET WY W g ¥ R §, T AN @ F T AN | 99 4”7 FE] oeT B

it gdter wrae : Ut Aot § A SR I ST 9 gY | 37U BAW I Bl |
ST €, 991 89 SN F1er & v & | 89 o1 I8 el {6 89RT U HI 91 181 99 | 8119
ST FAR A ISR &1 ATl 2 3R I9F Y U ofee ®e 1 39% vy # S #31e™
BT G ATDT AIGH 81 & | b 38 A9y H e T U Biel 39 REIRT T SAleh1 T8
3R 3HF YH THIT <@ U531 | ST U1 18] 2 16 Si Uep a1l 33T 2 {6 a8 TRBR &
T # 72T 8, g8 99 # B | oifh 1 98a) (uRT forar 7 e 8, 39 R BaR! gnf
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I PUllch B goc NELeH & 97 § 59 eyl g @ S, § SMeaw ol
e g [ 39 vy H§ Fvsr IR (07T 0T 3R 89 Fulled & [GaFl & 2 &
NP F FF § | (e ).

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : He has replied to every point.
2t HaR™ A - 3 99 W HU HR WY (Y, # gL B AEdl §

...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Yechuryji, please sit down.

SHRI M.VENKAIAH NAIDU : Sir, the hon. Minister gave a long reply, but he
did not address the core issues. Number one, when the Central Team is going,
...(Interruptions)... why there is a delay. Will it go up to the monsoon? My second
point is that so far, the Central Government has released only Rs. 70 crores. We had
made arequest of Rs. 6,000 crores, but you have released only Rs. 70 crores. Thirdly,
when there is a severe drinking water and fodder shortage, the Central Government is
totally unmoved. Fourthly, Sir, we had asked for three lakh tonnes of foodgrains and
55,000 tonnes of wheat. For that also, when the godowns are full, the Government has
no concern for the people of Karnataka. Sir, the Government is totally insensitive and
indifferent. We protest against the Government’s attitude and we are walking out of
the House.

(At this stage, some Hon. Members left the chamber)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Okay. The House is adjourned
up to 2.00 p.m.

The House then adjourned for lunch at eleven minutes past one of the clock.

The House reassembled after lunch at two of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
REFERENCE BY CHAIR
On Conclusion of 150" Birth Anniversary of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, May 8, 2012 marks the conclusion of the
150% Birth Anniversary of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore.

Rabindranath Tagore was a mystic, poet, artist, playwright, novelist and composer.
His works had influenced Bengali literature and music in the late 19% and early 20%
centuries.



