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Demand to formulate a concrete policy for welfare of children of single
women in the country

SHRI KANWAR DEEP SINGH (Jharkhand) : Sir, I would like to draw the kind
attention of this august House to a very serious social problem. We have schemes for
minorities, STs and SCs and economically weaker sections, but I am sorry to say that
we do not have any scheme for the welfare of children of single women. Many women
in our society are abandoned, divorced or living separately from their husbands along
with their children. Many of them do not earn enough money to provide education to
their children. Moreover, they are unable to get admission for their children due to
non-availability of reservation even in Government schools and hence, they are forced
to leave their children in the hands of fate. A large section of these women are living a
miserable life and their children have no future. Though we have the Right to Free and
Compulsory Education and the hon. Prime Minister has also emphasized that if we
nurture our children and young people in the right education, India’s future as a strong
and prosperous country is secure. There are a very large number of children that are
still deprived of basic education. Sir, from this august House, I strongly appeal to the
Government to formulate some concrete schemes for this section of women, and also
provide reservation in Government-run schools and aided schools for admission to the
children of single women so to ensure compulsory education to every child.

Demand to protect cotton farmers in Andhra Pradesh from the adverse impact
of introduction of Bt. Cotton seeds

SHRI PALVAI GOVARDHAN REDDY (Andhra Pradesh) : Sir, ten years ago,
the Government of India permitted Monsanto to sell Bt. Cotton seeds saying that this
would transform life of cotton farmer in India. But, after a decadal experience of use
of Bt. Cotton, it is not the transformation for better has come in the life of cotton
farmer, particularly in Adilabad district of Andhra Pradesh, but it is leading to suicides.
Farmers with small holdings are finding economics of Bt. Cotton extremely difficult.

In the last 5-6 months, 23 suicides by cotton farmers reported in Adilabad district
alone and, in majority of cases, farmers were caught in debt trap. Main problem with
Bt. Cotton is that even if a single indicator in the gamut fails, farmer will be in shambles.
Apart from this, farmer also needs weather conditions and market should also be in his
favour so as to get some profit. Otherwise, he will be trapped in debt. The Government
data itself proves that Bt. Cotton resulted in stagnant yields, pest resistance, evolution
of new pests and disease attacks.

As per the estimates of the Government of Andhra Pradesh, out of 47 lakh acres
planted with Bt. Cotton during Kharif 2011, crop failed in 33.73 lakh acres i.e., 71 per
cent. The Government of Andhra Pradesh has also reported that 20,46,000 farmers
suffered due to failure of Bt. Cotton crop and lost Rs. 3,072 crores.
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Hence, I request the Government of India to look into the issue seriously and
take remedial measures to protect cotton farmers in Andhra Pradesh by providing
them loans at 3 per cent and also take steps for marketing of their produce. Thank you.

Demand to provide full quota of reservation to people belonging to S.C., S.T.
and OBC communities in Himachal Pradesh
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Demand to resolve the issues relating to demarcation of boundary along
Indo-Bangladesh border

SHRI TARINI KANTA ROY (West Bengal) : Sir, a Protocol to the agreement
concerning the Demarcation of the Land Boundary between India and Bangladesh and
Related Matters, 1974, was signed on September 6, 2011, during the visit of the Prime
Minister to Bangladesh. The Protocol addresses the outstanding land boundary issues
pertaining to the un-demarcated land territories in adverse possession. It is subject to
ratification by the Governments of the two countries and shall come into force on the
date of exchange of the Instruments of Ratification. The implementation of the Protocol
will result in the exchange of 111 Indian enclaves in Bangladesh with 51 Bangladesh
enclaves in India. Unfortunately, the matter has not been pursued any further and, as a
result, more than seventy thousand people living in those enclaves do not have any
identity. The Government of India does not give them any basic facilities like sanitation,
clectricity, water, health and education.

Sir, I would urge upon the Government of India to ratify the Protocol on top
priority and take up the issue with the Government of Bangladesh through the diplomatic



