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Reduction in Kerosene Quota of Andhra Pradesh

SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T. (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, this is regarding reduction
in kerosene quota of Andhra Pradesh meant for BPL families.

Sir, kerosene is called ‘poor man’s fuel’ and is used by the poor and the
downtrodden for cooking and lightening. The successive Governments have rightly
been providing kerosene to poor at subsidized rate. But, if you look at the supply of
kerosene to Andhra Pradesh, it has been coming down almost every year.

Earlier, the Government used to supply 1 lakh kilolitres of kerosene to Andhra
Pradesh and the State Government used to supply 15 litres for every BPL cardholder.
But, in the name of Deepam connections, the Government of India reduced it by
25,000 kilolitres and again by 22,000 kilolitres. This resulted in reduction in quota
from 15 litres to 4 litres for the poor living in cities and towns, only 2 litres for
people in Mandals and only 1 litre for the poor in villages. As it is not enough, the
Government yesterday further cut the quota of kerosene to Andhra Pradesh by 4,000
kilolitres and thereby reduced the quota to 38,800 kilolitres. On the one hand, the
poor are demanding for increasing the quota and on the other Government is
reducing it without assessing the ground realitiecs. The UPA Government says that
its Government is for Aam Aadmi. If it is for Aam Aadmi on what basis has it
reduced the quota to Andhra Pradesh?

I strongly feel that it is a part of the Government’s nefarious plan to
ultimately stop supply of subsidized kerosene to poor in Andhra Pradesh. It is
because Government is seriously thinking of transferring money directly to
beneficiaries in the next one year with the objective of stopping kerosene diversion.
So, I question: How is the decision to reduce kerosene by 4,000 kilolitres justified to
poor? Secondly, by the time Government introduces money transfer to beneficiary,
there would not be any supply of subsidized kerosene in Andhra Pradesh. So, this is
a larger scheme of Government to deny benefit to the poor.

In view of the above, I demand for de-notifying the order meant to reduce
4,000 Kkilolitres from this month immediately and also request for restoration of
original quota of 1 lakh kilolitres. Thank you.
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SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): Sir, this is a very serious issue.
...(Interruptions)... We want a discussion on this. ...(/nterruptions)... It is a bigger
issue. ...(Interruptions)... 1 associate myself with the .matter raised by the hon.
Member. ...(Interruptions)...

st sfemrer I T (Ome): AEled, d Wd @l 39 fowm | wee oRar g

SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL (Kerala): Sir, I associate myself with the matter
raised by the hon . Member.

sl SF UPTE ARR ROE): "Eed, 4 Wd Pl 39 v ¥ wee #xar g

SHRI P. RAJEEVE (Kerala): Sir, I also associate myself with the matter raised
by the hon. Member.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): You are all associated.
Oovercharging by Private Airlines in View of Strike by Air India Pilots
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