RAJYA SABHA
Sunday, 13th May, 2012/23rd Vaisakha, 1934 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

MEMBER SWORN

Ms. Anu Aga (Nominated)

DISCUSSION ON SIXTY YEARS’ JOURNEY OF INDIAN PARLIAMENT

MR. CHAIRMAN : Today, we are having a special sitting to commemorate the
60" anniversary of the first sitting of Parliament of India. Dr. Manmohan Singh, the
Prime Minister and the Leader of the House, to initiate a discussion on the sixty years’
journey of the Indian Parliament.

THE PRIME MINISTER (DR. MANMOHAN SINGH) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I
congratulate you, the Members of this august House and the people of India as we
celebrate the sixtieth anniversary of the first sitting of Parliament of India.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Rajya Sabha is an institution whose deliberations, over
the years, have enriched our parliamentary democracy, nurtured the strength of our
federal polity and served as a bulwark against the transient impulses of the moment.

This House has a unique position in our Republic. It is both a Council of States
and a House of Elders. As a Council of States, it provides a unique platform for every
region of our vast and diverse country to have its voice heard at the highest forum of
our democracy. As a House of Elders, we are called upon to reflect and guide, with
patience and sobriety, on the issues and challenges our nation faces. This House brings
balance and sincerity to the deliberations of the day and the legislation at hand. Through
thoughtful interventions enriched by experience, intellect and a spirit of national
bonding, Members of the Upper House have contributed to forging a national consensus
on critical issues enabling us to face the challenges of the present and the future as a
united nation.

Many of our great leaders have served this House with great distinction. Replying
to felicitations at his election as the first Vice-President of India and the first Chairman
of the Rajya Sabha, Dr.S.Radhakrishnan had observed, and I quote, ““There is a general
impression that this House cannot make or unmake governments and therefore, it is
a superfluous body. But there are functions, which a revising chamber can fulfil
fruitfully.
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Parliament is not only a legislative but a deliberative body. So far as its deliberative
functions are concerned, it will be open to us to make very valuable contributions, and
it will depend upon our work whether we justify this two Chamber system, which is
now an integral part of our Constitution. So, it is a test to which we are submitted. We
are for the first time starting, under the parliamentary system, with a Second Chamber
in the Centre, and we should try to do everything in our power to justify to the public
of this great country that a Second Chamber is essential to prevent hasty legislation™.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, I have been a proud Member of this august House for the past
21 vyears. I have personally witnessed and participated in some very enriching and
lively debates in this august House. This House has always been a repository of wisdom
that has proved invaluable to the functioning of our parliamentary democracy. It has
considered and passed historic legislations institutionalizing land reforms through the
first Constitutional amendment, abolishing privy purses and nationalizing banks. More
recently, legislations passed by this House have expanded the entitlements of our people
to education, information and minimum employment.

So, I can say with conviction that we have met the test of essentiality that Dr.
Radhakrishnan spoke about. I can say with confidence today that, looking at the history
of the functioning of this House over the last sixty years, the trust reposed in us by the
founding fathers of our Constitution has been substantially fulfilled.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, that is not to say that we should not reflect with concern on
the repeated disruptions of proceedings and a regrettable unwillingness, on occasion,
to engage in informed discussion. On this momentous occasion of the completion of
60 vyears of the functioning of the House, I hope that we can write a new chapter and
restore to it the sense of dignity and decorum that is expected of a House of Elders.

The resilience of our pluralistic democracy is the proudest achievements of the
Indian State and the Indian people. The people of India have repeatedly and regularly
reposed their faith in the institutions of Parliamentary democracy. In recent years, they
are making their voice heard more forcefully by voting in increasing number in
Parliamentary, State Assembly and Panchayat eclections.

There is thus no doubt that one reason for our growing global stature in the world
is our unflinching commitment to pursuing a democratic path to achieving our social
and economic salvation.

It is, therefore, incumbent upon all of us to respect the great institutions of our
democracy and respect the spirit of what is expected from the elected representatives.

Mr. Chairman, I once again congratulate all the distinguished Members
congregated here and commend them to the noble task of nation building and service
to the people of India. Thank you.
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THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRIARUN JAITLEY) : Mr. Chairman,
Sir, I join you, as also the hon. Prime Minister, in wishing all our colleagues and the
Indian people the very best on this momentous occasion when the Indian Parliament
has completed its sixticth year. I feel privileged to be in the company of Mr. Rishang
Keishing, the eldest Member of this House, who has the distinction of serving as a
Member of the first Lok Sabha in 1952. It is not only a tribute to his good health and
stamina but also to his credibility that he has sustained the upheavals of politics for
more than six decades, and we are privileged to have him amidst us today. Sir, today is
an occasion for us to celebrate. It is an occasion to rejoice. It is also an occasion to
introspect and prepare ourselves for the challenges of the future. The hon. Prime Minister
just now, in his very scholarly address, has highlighted the role of this House and the
functions that it has performed over the last six decades. He has also briefly, towards
the end, referred to the challenges which lie ahead of us. Sixty years, Sir, is a very
major event in the life of an individual. We regard it, for an individual, as an age of
maturity. The Governments regard it as an age where individuals get fatigued and they
retire them. But, in the life of a nation, sixty years is only a drop in the ocean. Sixty
years, in the life of a nation, is a period where the foundations of a system are laid
down and a direction to cach society is given. It is this direction which we got in the
last sixty years which has brought us to where India stands today. Sir, sixty five years
ago, when we achieved our independence, we had many goals. But amongst our principal
targets was to preserve the unity and integrity of India, how to develop India into a
functional democracy and how to sustain the very institutions which are so vital to our
democracy. We also had the target of fighting the curse of poverty and backwardness
which long years of foreign rule had inflicted on us. We were particularly faced with
the challenge of unity and integrity and the preservation of the Indian state because
that was the period when many countries in the world were breaking up. The prophets
of doom were not very sure whether India would ever survive as one state, in the size
and shape in which it got its independence. We faced more wars than most countries in
the world; we faced natural calamities almost by the year. Nobody else has faced
cross-border terrorism longer than what we faced. We were a country of different
regions, different languages, different religions, different tribes and different castes.
Many regarded us as a puzzle. How could this survive? In the last 60-65 years, we
have demonstrated to the whole world that we not only survived but we survived to
become a major power and a major force in the world. It is a tribute to our sense of
nationhood, our heritage, our cultural personality and the deep sense of patriotism of
the Indian people that we have survived in this manner. It is a tribute to our Parliamentary
system that despite divergence, despite ideological differences when it came to the
call of the nation, we all stood up and spoke in one voice. In December 2001, when
this very Parliament was attacked, it was not merely an attack on a building; it was an
attack on the very idea of India, on our institution of Parliamentary democracy, perhaps



4 Discussion on the Sixty ~ [RAJYA SABHA] Years Journey....

[SHRI ARUN JAITLEY]

aconspiracy to eliminate a large section of India’s political leadership. I pay my tribute,
Sir, to our security personnel and others who guarded us on that day and gave up their
own lives in the process. On each of these occasions, various constituents of Indian
democracy spoke up in one voice, and that, I think, was the best tribute to the nation
that we have created in the last sixty five years.

The last six decades have seen many democracies in the world collapse. They
collapsed to monarchies; they collapsed to dictators; and they collapsed to despotic
rulers. For any developed economy in the world that has tasted the fruits of economic
prosperity, to survive as a democracy was always e¢asy. But for a poor State, to survive
and strengthen its democracy was the biggest challenge. From poverty, we evolved to
a developing economy. Not only did we survive, but we also have the distinction of
becoming the world’s largest parliamentary democracy. Sir, we had a challenge because
poverty can provoke cynicism; it can provoke anger. Despite that, we did not allow
this, in any way, to interfere with our democratic functioning. And this, Sir, perhaps is
the greatest tribute to the founding fathers of our Constitution who envisaged this
great system of parliamentary democracy and a bicameral legislature about which the
hon. Prime Minister just now spoke. The system of parliamentary democracy perhaps
best suited to us where all shades of opinion, ideological or otherwise, became a part
of decision-making process in this country. The advantage of a bicameral legislature is
that you have a House that is directly elected by the people and you have the States,
through this House, participating in the governance of the Central Government. We, as
their representatives constituting the Council of States, participate as much as the
House of People in the formulation of laws and most other businesses of the Central
Government. Sir, we can take satisfaction from the fact that we sustained our permanent
Executive in terms of our civil service over the last six decades, and despite fissures,
have always tried to strengthen our system of federalism in this country and remain
committed to governance by the rule of law. We gave primacy to fundamental rights.
We created independent institutions like the institution of judiciary, which can check
us when we go wrong. We also learnt from our mistakes. We made the basic structure
of our Constitution non-amendable, so that nobody can tinker with it. After the
experience of mid-70s, we made fundamental rights non-suspendable even during an
emergency. Not only this, Sir, we learnt from the experiences of our neighbours and
created a professional armed force completely detached from the domestic politics of
the country. Our system of conducting free and fair elections is emulated by even the
most developed nations of the world. These were our strengths. But then we also have
challenges for the future. People look upon both the Houses of Parliament to improve
the quality of politics and governance. The power of politics is immense. It influences
the life of a nation, and therefore, the stature of the men, who man this system, must
always measure up to the responsibility that the country vests in them. This improved
quality of politics has to lead to good quality of governance. We have always taken
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satisfaction from the fact that we grow by 7-9 per cent. We do this despite various
difficulties and challenges in governance. If we were to perfect the model of good
governance, perhaps this figure, which the hon. Prime Minister repeatedly speaks about,
could even be far higher. Sir, once our norms of accountability improve, cynicism with
regard to Parliament and parliamentary functioning will have to be brought to an end.
Cynicism leads to anger. Anger can lead to crowd on roads. But it is Parliament which
is accountable; mobs are never accountable. And, therefore, there is no substitute for
the credibility of parliamentary institution and a popular faith as far as its functioning
is concerned.

Sir, over the years, our Constitutional values have also evolved. They have never
remained static. Between 1950 and today, there is a fundamental change. We had more
of Centralised governance, Centralised planning and Centralised schemes because we
thought that the unity and integrity of the country was paramount. Today, we can be
rest assured that we have overcome those challenges. Today, it’s the regional aspirations
of the people which are posing more challenges and, therefore, to lean greater in favour
of federalism secems to be the need of the hour today.

Sir, this House represents really, in action, the Parliamentary democracy and the
political system of India. We have the challenge that this country must achieve its full
potential. Poverty, backwardness, discrimination, etc. are all curses and, therefore, on
all these social and economic agendas, we endeavour to have a largerconsensus to the
extent possible so that we can respond to the challenge which this country really has
vested in us.

Sir, social justice, emphasis on education, elimination of poverty, healthcare,
women empowerment, etc., are all challenges which are going to be greater challenges
in the decade to come. We still continue to face the curse of terrorism and insurgency.
Let us resolve that there is no politics on these issues. They are a threat to this country
and, therefore, eventually, even with regard to the insurgency, we not only eliminate it
but the strength of our Parliamentary democracy would be that one day, perhaps, we
are able to get those who rebel outside the system within this Parliamentary system.

Lastly, Sir, the Central Parliament is only the pivotal agency of Parliamentary
democracy. We have the State Legislatures. We now have decentralised democracy.
We have the Municipalities, Zilla Panchayats and Panchayats. The way we conduct
ourselves is going to be a role model for each of these agencies which are also so vital
to our democracy. Our conduct, our quality of debates, our ability to resolve differences
and finally work in national interest perhaps is the area where people judge us. I am
sure this is an important occasion in the life of our nation where we can discuss and
perhaps resolve how to overcome these challenges and give to the people of India
what they really expect from this Parliament. Thank you very much.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Thank you, Kumari Mayawatiji
for sticking to the time.

Hon. Members, since we have to finish the Session on time for the Central
Hall’s function, I will, for the convenience the Members, in advance, tell what is the
maximum time each Member can take. Shri Sitaram Yechury, you can take maximum
ten minutes.
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SHRI SITARAM YECHURY (West Bengal) : Sir, I rise to join all the hon.
Members of Parliament, the hon. Prime Minister and Leader of the House, the hon.
Leader of the Opposition and the entire country in celebrating the Sixtieth birthday of
Independent India’s Parliament.

As it was invoked in some of our cultures, there is a belief that sixty years is the
completion of “Shashtipurthi.” “Shasthipurthi” means the beginning of a new life. But
some of these cultures don’t define that as a better life. It is the beginning of a new life
and it is incumbent upon all of us in Parliament today to make this into a better life.
Therefore, while I share the sentiments and very justified compliments to the entire
House and the system which the hon. Leader of the Opposition and the hon. Leader of
House have expressed, I think, we must pay sufficient attention in order to create a
better life in the coming period to. There are least, four aspects which I want to flag off
today.

But, before saying that, there were many who left us. When they ruled us for
nearly two centuries in a colonial rule and when they left us they thought that this
country would break up. This cannot sustain. The idea of “India” cannot work. But, at
the same time, there were some like Prime Minister of Britain at that time, Sir Anthony
Eden, said — when our Parliamentary process began — and I wish to quote what he
said. And, I think, we have proven him right in these sixty years. He said, “Of all the
experiments in Government, which have been attempted since the beginning of time,
I believe that the Indian venture into Parliamentary Government is the most exciting.
The Indian venture is not a pale imitation of our practice at home, but a magnified and
multiplied reproduction on a scale we have never dreamt of.” And, indeed, during
these six decades, we have consolidated this process, enriched the content, safeguarded
the idea of “India” and we are, actually, in the process of realizing these ideas. But,
having said this, Sir, I think, it is necessary for us to recall the centrality of our
Constitution lies in the sovereignty of the people. This centrality is exercised by those
clected to the legislatures — Parliament or Assemblies — and by making the executive
accountable to the legislature which, in turn, is accountable to the people. This is a
Constitutional scheme of things. The efficiency of this mechanism, however, depends,
to alarge extent, on the duration and proper conduct of parliamentary proceedings. On
this core, I am afraid, all of us will have to introspect and accept, on the basis of our
own experience, that some corrective action is required.

During the last two decades the Parliament never sat for more than 100 days in a
vear. The closest was in 1992 with 98 sittings. The 14th Lok Sabha, Sir, was marked
by the least in the Parliament history with 332 sittings with an average of 66 a year.
Worse, 24 per cent of this time was lost due to disruptions and adjournments. Sir, the
British Parliament, on an average, meets for, at least, 160 days a year. Now, clearly,
unless the Parliament sits for a longer duration, its vigilance over the Government is
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not effective. Thus, the executive’s accountability to the legislature becomes the casualty.
This seriously undermines our Constitutional scheme of things and engenders
authoritarian tendencies. This needs to be corrected. And, I would suggest that we
seriously consider, through a Constitutional Amendment, if necessary, making it
mandatory for 100 sittings a year. Sir, 100 sittings in a calendar year should be
Constitutionally mandated. I think, that is necessary as a corrective step for the future.

The second issue is relating to the role of judiciary, as being both the interpreter
of the Constitution, the law and the custodian of the rights of the citizens. During the
last session, the hon. Law Minister informed us that 3.2 crores of cases are pending in
the High Courts and the subordinate courts. There are 56,383 cases pending before the
Supreme Court. As on December, 2010, there were 3,50,003 under-trials languishing
in jails. The cases have not been decided upon. They have not been proven guilty. But,
they are languishing in jails. As all of us know that justice delayed is justice denied.
The system of delivery of justice thus needs to be urgently beefed up.

Further, recent experience of judicial activism has blurred the delineation between
the three organs of democracy. The judiciary interprets the law. But, I think, respectfully,
we have to say that it cannot make laws; the legislature alone can do that. The
Constitutional mandate is for a judicial review, not for judicial activism. So, this needs
to be corrected.

Thirdly, the maturation of Indian democracy needs to be accompanied by certain
structural changes to enrich this process further.

Consider the fact, Sir, that not once in our history since the first General Elections
in 1952 — Mr. Keishing is here; we are very proud of the fact that he entered this
House, in the year that the Parliament was born, and I was born in the same year — did
we have a Government that had the command of more than 50 per cent of the votes
cast; never. The closest was the Government of Shri Rajiv Gandhi in 1984 that polled
48.1 per cent. We have never crossed that 50 per cent mark. If democracy is the rule of
the majority, don’t we need to fine-tune the system to ensure that there are more people
who vote for a Government in office than who vote against the Parties which are in
Government, in office? Now, this is a strange anomaly which needs to be corrected,
Sir. We have had Governments at the Centre that ran for five years with only 36 per
cent of the popular vote. Therefore, I think we need to seriously consider the issue of
proportional representation. We can begin by having two adjoining constituencies put
together and with every individual having two votes, one for the Party and one for the
individual, so that the diversity of India does not become a casualty. And then, the
percentage of votes that the Party receives could be presented, according to the pre-
given list, to the Election Commission on the basis of priority. Then, we would have
individual as well as Party representations, and the Government that would be formed



Discussion on the Sixty [13 MAY, 2012] Years Journey.... 11

would necessarily have to be formed with 50 per cent-plus votes. I think we must
seriously consider this. In fact, the Constituent Assembly had considered it very
seriously. The 1928 Motilal Nehru Commission had recommended this to be the form
of Government for India in future. But, then, it was forgotten. I think the time has
come for us to consider this. It has many other advantages.

I know you are looking at the clock, Sir. So am I, but there are many other issues
I wish to talk about. Apart from these three pillars, we also have the fourth pillar.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : You must conclude now, Mr.
Yechury.

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY : Sir, that fourth pillar is the media. The
responsibility of the media, the Fourth Estate, is also an issue on which, I think for the
future, we will have to do certain fine-tuning without encroaching and, most respectfully,
upholding the right to expression, the fundamental right to expression, which is
necessary.

Finally, Sir, I would like to raise this issue. The hon. Prime Minister is here. We
talk of inclusive growth, but the reality in the last few years has been that we have not
been able to achieve this. In this context, I must quote from Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s
final speech that he had made in this very Constituent Assembly — we would meet
this evening in the same hall — when he was presenting the Draft of the Constitution.
This is what he had said while concluding his speech when he presented the Draft for
the final consideration and approval of the Constituent Assembly. I quote: “On 26th
January 1950, we are going to enter into a life of contradictions. In politics, we have
equality and in social and economic life, we will have inequality. In politics, we will
be recognizing the principle of one man-one vote, one vote-one value; in our social
and economic life, we shall, by reason of our social and economic structure, continue
to deny the principle of one man one value. How long shall we continue to live this life
of contradictions? How shall we continue to deny equality in our social and economic
life? If we continue to deny it for long, we will do so only by putting our political
democracy in peril. We must remove this contradiction at the earliest possible moment,
or ¢lse, those who suffer from inequality will blow up the structure of political
democracy which this Assembly has so laboriously built up.”” This was said on the
25th of November, 1949.

Sir, the Parliament must enact the necessary laws to heed this warning today. If
this political democracy has to be strengthened for the future, Babasaheb’s warning
must be heeded. Therefore, I would like to make this final statement. The colour of our
Rajya Sabha is red; the colour of Lok Sabha is green. If the Lok Sabha, by mistake,
shows a green flag to get a law passed, we must rise and show our red flag and stop it
in the interest of our country and in the interest of our people. Therefore, we must play
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our role, and with this hope that we would do so for the future of India, I take your
leave.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. PJ. KURIEN): Ravi Shankarji, I really want
that, but the problem is at 5.30, we have an important sitting in the Central Hall. So, at
least, by 4.30 we should finish. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Let us rise above all this. ...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): By 4.30 we have to complete
this sitting. As you know, a large number of speakers are there. That is the point.
...(Interruptions)... 43 speakers are there.

i} FRTT AT (STR TSI : SUFUTIET ST, TR & foTY 37T 3 15 e v <V |
SuwrTemer (U ft 51 $REF) : TR BT TG SR e B, oifeh T TRR 98 R SRl ol B

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY (West Bengal): Thank you, Sir. On this
auspicious moment, I am carrying a message from one of the ten great personalities of

the world, Ms. Mamata Banerjee - a message of best wishes and wellbeing for all
Members of Parliament and millions of our countrymen who have stood for
Parliamentary Democracy in India for a long time. Sir, in our great epic, the
Mahabharata, it is said:

“qﬂ;ﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂqﬁg@:l
gL T A A T a&la g 1”7

It means : “That is an Assembly where there are no elder men. Those are not
elders, who do not speak with righteousness.” While we look at the 60 years of journey
of Indian Parliament, we find as to how significantly this House of Elders has contributed
to make the journey a memorable one. Over the decades it is a journey of freedom
fighters, scholars, leading men and women from different fields that the world of
democracy has witnessed. The Indian nation is immensely indebted to them and we
bow to them on this auspicious occasion.

Sir, during the past sixty years, the Indian society has undergone a sea change;
thanks to the rich contributions made by our people, in general, and the Parliamentarians,
in particular. Shri Atulya Ghosh, a freedom fighter and a Member of the first Lok
Sabha, wrote in his autobiography that despite a significant development in our
socioeconomic arena, there seems to be a kind of people in our country who are
‘hahakarbadi’. They raise a hue and cry on each and every occasion whenever
something happens, notwithstanding its positive impact on our society as a whole. 1
am afraid such a political cynicism is going on day by day. However, as a student of
Political Science and Law, and as an ardent believer in parliamentary democracy, [ am
delighted to see participation of many of those disgruntled outfits in our polity — who
used to say ‘@ et 3181 27, and used to burn copies of the Indian Constitution on the
streets or having daydreams to ‘wreak the Constitution from within” — is, perhaps, one
of the major achievements of our parliamentary democracy.
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When I, for the first time, entered this majestic building and, particularly in the
Central Hall, I would see in my mind’s eyes the Bhagat Singh and Battukeshwar Dutta
throwing two bombs consecutively on 8th April 1929, and later found Mr. Asaf Ali
reading a statement in the court on behalf of them. I would only refer only one line
from the text of that statement, made on 6th June, 1929, “We dropped the bomb on the
floor of the Assembly Chamber. Our sole purpose was to make the deaf hear and to
give the heedless a timeless warning”. Those were the days, but no bomb was required
thereafter because our great parliamentarians have always risen to the occasion and
have raised their voice in favour of the suffering Indians during the past sixty years,
which strengthened the very roots of our democracy.

During these sixty years of Indian Parliament, as rightly pointed our by the hon.
Leader of the Opposition, hysteric warmongers thrusted four major wars upon our
country in 1962, 1965, 1971 and 1998, which remained abortive and unsuccessful.
However, terrorist attacks continued in different modes in different parts of the country,
resulting in further loss of lives of innocent people. One such attack was made on the
Parliament House on 13th December, 2001. Our hon. Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan
Singh, had rightly characterized those terrorists as ‘merchants of death” who came
from across the border. But, the Indian nation has withstood the shock and trauma of
such cowardice, inhumane and barbaric attempts to denigrate and belittle our democratic
functioning.

Sir, with the nomination of a few great personalities from the world of sports and
film, a question is now being raised as to whether such presidential nominations are
befitting to Rajya Sabha. Having keen interest in history, when I look back, I find that
even in 1952, when an actor, Prithviraj Kapoor of famous Prithvi Theatre, and a great
poet, Maithili Sharan Gupta, were nominated, someone in this House sarcastically
remarked that the Rajya Sabha shall from now onwards witness dramas and listen
poetries. Reacting to that the “Movie Mughal’ Prithvirajji said, “We may be flying to
the skies but our contact with the earth must never be lost. If we read too much of
economic and politics, our contact with the earth begin to disappear, our soul gets
parched and dried up. It is from that drying up of the soul that our politician friends
have to be guarded and saved. And, it is for that purpose that the nominated Members
are here.” Similarly, Shri Maithili Sharan Guptaji said, “When the Britishers were
here and when the Sword of Damocles was hanging over the people, there were
revolutionaries like Maithili Sharan Gupta, who had courage to write ‘Bharat Bharati’.
So, those who could dare then would certainly brook no bosses today. They will bow
before reason and love and nothing else.”

Shri Maithlisharan Gupta was the only Parliamentarian who always spoke in this
House in verse and his poctic rendering is, perhaps, still being reverberated in the
corridors of this huge structure.
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Sir, as the tallest temple of our Parliamentary Democracy, this august House
reflects the federal ethos of our polity and, at times, rises to the occasion in safeguarding
our federal structure in the right earnest, cutting across party affiliations, as has been
witnessed very recently by the entire world.

Sir, at this remarkable moment of my life, I cannot but mention the only feeling
which is being generated in my mind as a fresher that we are, perhaps, required to
concentrate more and more on raising high standards of behaviour through greater
appreciation and application of Parliamentary rules and procedures to sustain the public
trust reposed in us by the people of this country, as otherwise, I am afraid, amomentum
may gather in the near future over the demand for Right to Recall or Reject, as is being
propagated now by some agent provocaters. Such a situation may give rebirth to the
demand for plebicite or Refrendum or a right to secede from the Union, as it happened
in the USA during the Presidentship of Abraham Lincoln.

Sir, we are not living in city States like Rome, Sparta, Athens or Troy of Ancient
Greece, not to speak of the primitive society when life of the people was solitary,
nasty, poor, brutish and short, when the human society was engaged in a perpetual war.
It is a matter of great pride that we are living in the largest democracy of the world, the
Indian Federation. On this solemn occasion, let us take pledge to work together against
the concentration of power, be it social, political or economic, and redeem all our
resources for common cause for the people living even at the remotest corners of
India. On this glorious occasion, let us once again render our unified voice in the
words of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore — O AMAR DESHER MAATI, TOMAR PARE
THEKAI MATHA (Oh, my motherland, we bow to you.) Thank you.
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DR IS & IER T AT AT, 59 1969 H ITEUNT BT UG ETell 837 | S A & feI
BT UIST BT IO IFIGAR BT T HAT 1| TGS Bl 966 H Igd A RISThe & IRTEaR
o Tt YT BT BT U | U SEIgaR gifva fhar | wene w9t s st s &
SHEIAR, 311 STSHe M S, P8 Al A 8N Q| S AT <1 R 70 81 3 Holle Y@
HES BT AHie gide fhar| st 1t fiR dee, S 59 999 & |Wmid g aed 9,
SEr Feeld URel ¥R_T| &l AT & Wpx Ig] ATEd AR 57 T4 & [T s fiRk
ATEd, S SIF-A 81 Q| U T e 1 Toifre YRaiTd ARG & Al d 1 gz AR
IS TR & SHIGAR BT T2l T HHT 7 G WRT| $O &1 915 we gw 8 1491 & feu
e TET BN, STAT B §HR F e F die I ST ol It @ it s it
iR ArEe @ fireft ol e Tomifa & SR siwelt iRl o1 ol enfoa & Tl |
TSI Sd ST I A 8% AR § I BT BRI & | U I91 "l g8 ARG AR I
& I 9 TR, FORW TERY e gal AR T8 ofg ¥ ofdx Igufel e T hae
ST oY, ST9 3T T TRE GoTgR XEH Bl IO T H [SST] Ul e 9% o TS |
pa el B TS U= VT ST AT ST YRT R 31 T | QR 97 1 TSI IR SepT
=0T 81 M| fh Ue Hare fihR AT | S ' & 1T & $UR SARNER 8% BIC T
S Rl ATferpT TR BT SR ITPT TG I5 I 81 77| I fhell TRE &1 I T8
fHer | oret & WieR g uRad= &1 AR 81 &1 | Ficioiae S9d! &91d #, 39 397 H§ SR
AT BT T H ST Bt | Wi S RS R 41 9 M 7 P, I AR Alpeisl Bl T
T R & AR 3 ST H TR MR ST UIET & TRBR Y | T Bl BT MY Ig ¥ B
9 931 P Sihad & S UH gN 8] 3% IR Hhe Y, Ay N uRkfefy & eaw @
SR S S SR DI AT | 37T g ReAf] 39 <91 A € [ ARG &1 W68 b SR el
81 Y81 § | Javel BT FRMe ARPR Bl 8, WA 1 TevaR 81 § | T TERaR & HUR
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B SEPAYT & UL AR PO GO Ve DI & | H VT AT § ST 89 38T & 9gd AN
[FOTRIp HIS UY, 79T AR STl &1 R R, ST HISTel S¥ HIel HUR TG 2ol o T8
21 39 aRRfY &1 anft 89 oR B9, il F SR UQ9r SRl o e o 3R ¥ SR
7 31 9S1 9eAIK §5 | 1977 ¥ ST HS g% 3N SHD I15 1984-85 H HRA & YT HAT B
SIH BR H BT B R | H 7O ol W Al o f5 R goRadS A 1 g8 Bl qed 997
T ¥, SHH e 1, 511 8N A SR IRERT 3 fehrea & g @<t off, a8 &1 S5t
g1 Bl el A1 | S FHY [KTaRT S STR Ya¥T & JRw31 o | H ST SR el b Sl
1% B, 9 B HEId | IR HEl KERil | g9 B {6 gug 4 991 Sfov 3R WX w1y Al
9 &7 4 991 %9 % § (& A g WRERI B, Ub TRR B 3R 3T DU B, SIDI ]
gfer 9T JET B 1 g w3 g € 99 H 38 U9 | Se] aWe] e dTet W Y|

JuwwTeeT (Ut diot. $REF) - Aee g S, e dier &1 < W 81 T B
conclude BT

it e g : 59 @M "R died @ o5 R fergRaTm &1 AT Uabd X, il WIRA]
Tep SRR, SifheT 3TeT §2 G § 6 URE Tp 9977 gan B

JuATeET (Ut dLSt. FREM) : 31U diem BT €1s¥ @ 81 M| Please conclude.

it e Rig : sfey # fowary oxan § 6 ARG @1 WE U] WRE B Yebdl,
AT Qehell SR TS Thdll BT G317 & | I§ g1 g1 Ao 81T [ fT aTel fa=1 7 g9
U] ARG & I e DI, [P TAR qRAT 7 8 GRIEY B Y H (1, TAN I TS
T P! 8N YRl = BHD! [T, ST BT Ydl TR 8T, §9 9¥ b Albas Bl T
W | 381 TRl b A1 IgI-9gd gIdS |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Now, Shri Tiruchi Siva. You
can take a maximum of nine minutes.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA (Tamil Nadu): I assure you, Sir, the bell won'’t ring.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I rise to join in the discussion, initiated by the hon. Prime
Minister and the hon. Leader of Opposition to commemorate the 60th Anniversary of the
Parliament, not only on my behalf but also on behalf of my Party to which I have the honor
to belong to, the DMK, and its leader, Dr. Kalaignar Karunanidhi, who has cherished the
values of the Parliamentary democracy of having an unbeaten innings, crossing more than
halfa-century in the Tamil Nadu Legislature, upholding the principles of the democracy.

Sir, democracy, by itself, means tolerance. Listening to the extreme criticism is
the foremost quality of democracy. Sir, this forum is meant for that. We debate, we
discuss, we deliberate and we decide on a consensus. Sir, our leader, in the Assembly,
has patiently listened to the Opposition’s views of extreme criticism, and we are very
happy to work in that Party under his leadership.

Sir, my party opened its account in the Lok Sabha in the year 1957 with two
representatives. In the year 1962, in this august House, our great founder leader, whom
my senior colleague, Shri Mohan Singh, also mentioned, Dr. C.N. Annadurai, fondly
and preferable called as ‘Anna’, was in this House and he contributed valuable
deliberations, which are in the annals of history. Sir, in the year 1962, when the Chinese
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aggression took place and when the country proclaimed an Emergency, he spoke on
the Resolution. In that Resolution, he said very clearly, “We shall all march with one
face, wedded to one principle with one aim, to safeguard the country from the
aggressors.” He also asked the Government to enter the name of DMK in the Roll-Call
of Honour for the safety, for the dignity and for the future of this country. Sir, we stem
from the Justice Party, which spread the ideals of equality and equal rights to all. Sir,
onec Mr. Andre Malaraux, a French intellectual once met Chief Mao and asked him
about the impact of the French Revolution on the world. Mao famously replied, “It is
too early to say anything about the impact of French Revolution on the world.” And
when Mao said that, it was 150 years after the French Revolution. Sir, 60 years ago,
when this Parliament first met, sceptics had a field day. Their conventional wisdom
was that India did not have the political, the social and the educational resources to
successfully maintain and continue a parliamentary democracy based on the basis of
universal adult franchise. But, Sir, our founding fathers of this Constitution and our
leaders were relentlessly pursuing to institute a representative institution and they
succeeded. History has proved, very clearly, that the pessimists are wrong. The
Parliament has established itself as a most important institution of democracy in the
country. Sir, we are very happy that elections are still based on universal adult franchise
and the Indian democracy, apart from all other things, is a functional one. Sir, over the
last sixty vears, the democratic process has touched the lives of millions of people.
Many of these people, before they felt the impact of democracy, were not even aware
of their own rights and the enormous power that their votes were carrying. Democracy
empowered millions of poor and illiterate Indians who used their ballots to send their
representatives to the Parliament. Sir, in the early days of our democracy, Members of
the elite offered themselves as candidates in the elections and sought the support of the
ordinary people who lived in the villages. The ‘growing sense of empowerment” meant
that ordinary people wanted one of their own to represent them in the Parliament. Sir,
the inherent right of people to participate in the governance of the country stems from
Article 21 (3) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which provides that the
will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of the Government. The smooth
and periodic transfer of power is a very essential thing of a successful parliamentary
democratic system. Sir, our constitutional framework has also resulted in the economic
progress and the social emancipation of this society. Sir, if we look around the nations,
which are near to us, we can be proud of our resilient - living Constitution, which has
proved itself and which has stood over time to changing circumstances, needs and
requirements. Indeed, our Constitution has proved itself to be amodel for Constitutions
of other countries.

Sir, I would like to quote Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar. He said, ““As experience
proves, rights are protected not by law but by social and moral conscience of the
society. If social conscience is such that it is prepared to recognise the rights which
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law proposes to enact, rights will be safe and secure. But if the fundamental rights are
opposed by the community, no law, no Parliament, no Judiciary can guarantee them in
the real sense of the word.” Hence, it is the people of the country who are paramount
and sovereign. They are the determining factor that ensures that the social fabric of
this country remains intact.

Sir, as far as our House is concerned, for the last sixty years, Rajyva Sabha has
maintained checks and balances on Lok Sabha and vice versa. It is this fraternal bond
and mutual respect shared by both the Houses that is reflective in the laws passed by
the Indian Parliament, the laws that have withstood the test of time.

Sir, when Km. Mayawati spoke, she said that political interests overtake the
people’s interest. Sir, while we agree to that, she is not here, I would like to point out
as to what actually is the reason and what the experience has taught us. The lesson is
that it is imperative for the leadership to ensure that politicians avoid exploiting the
system and the people. So, it does not come from elsewhere. Often, the rule-makers
become the rule-breakers. It should not happen. And, we have some responsibilities to
fulfil in the coming days. We are proud of our rich past heritage, how the Parliament
has evolved, and the contribution it has given to the world at large. At the same time,
Sir, we have some responsibilities. Sir, Dr. Shanker Dayal Sharma, in December, 1996,
said, “Our Parliament is a pre-eminent institution of our polity. Members of Parliament
are the true representatives of the people, and it is the people’s interest which they
articulate in the context of a larger and broader national vision.” I think, this is the
reply to the apprehension which Km. Mayawati expressed.

Sir, I would like to proudly mention here a couple of developments which have
happened in our Parliament all these years. These developments are of positive nature,
that is, introduction of Committee system and the televising of parliamentary
proceedings. Sir, the introduction of Standing Committees has improved the
parliamentary scrutiny of the Union Budget and the Bills that are introduced in the
Parliament, so also the televising of the proceedings of the Parliament has lifted the
veil on the Parliament and has brought it closer to the people. People are able to watch
the Parliament in its true colours and watch their elected representatives how they
perform. I should also say that it has improved the performance of the Members of
Parliament, for they are well aware that they are being watched; what they are doing
and what they are saying is being watched. Sir, I think, this is an improvement. We
have to accept that. Earlier, it was not so. But now, it is so.

In 1950, the motto was, “Simple living and high thinking.” We have to keep that
in our mind. Sir, other issues are: public concern over the fall in cthical standards, the
abysmal attendance in the Parliament and the dysfunction of the Parliament due to
disruptions. These are the concerns of the people which we have to address. At the
same time, the Government, the Parliament and the nation have some challenges to
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confront which are in the form of poverty, corruption, backwardness and along with
that, communalism and terrorism.

Sir, there is vast gap arising between the people and the Parliament, not only
here, even in U.K. I make use of this good opportunity to say that the House of Commons
has established a Parliamentary Committee which will reach to the people.

Sir, [ would like to conclude with the quotation of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru which
he made in 1955. He said, “Members of Parliament are not only Members of this or
that particular arca of India, but cach Member of Parliament is a Member for India and
represents India.” Sir, our Parliament has turned 60. It is neither tired nor retired.
Thank you, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Now, Shri Tariq Anwar; take
maximum nine minutes.

SHRI TARIQ ANWAR (Maharashtra): Sir, I will try to finish before that.

SUFUTIRT AEIGd, HI U8l A1 H SATUP! T=IaTe <ol § 1o ST & 337 VR i)
HEAYC! fov UR ST {31 B He B HidT (31| T #3i1 Agiad, foue & a1 iR $+eh
1T T TAT o AR = ST & 59 Wasiie 7 I87 o=t S waeT =T ), § o) S
AT ST SATIHT SIS §Y SO PO I PHeT =ed

SUHHTEE FE &Y, TH ¥ 60 I8 QX [hY & | g7 60 T01 & ol ABR H ST D AR
I AR IR 318 R FHAT A AIAD ST AT b, il 37T & 9 AR W
T AT BT YESN B IR W AR TR S ] SR B el e ey, e
JSTET P BT T8 A AT TAT AU U] T MR IR TP Alhii=id a9 B
TR Be= BT 7RG U [HI7 § | SUTIRIE] A81ad, 519 59 <1 & HOU & a1 81 Y8l
ofl, I 987 IR @ 1 Ig °RON off [ S g9 U A Apdiiae % T8 ad ui |
ST I8 IT IaTs of TE1 off {5 TR 391 A W §, FRERTT §, I JTeTEl 8, STl -
ST ST, STeNI-37elT faRTENT, STeNI-3TelT WINT 3N &faTe &1 591 o9 =Sl Bl U |
AT PR Alpaa Bl AR B T 95 J¥epel AT| SH FHI AR Pl IJET WG off fop
MG 37T dTel fa=l 7 9IRS s &1 &1 T8l BRI | olfes T+ 7 Arfe fopan s
STP! T8 RO T off, ITPT IE AN el o7 | IS TART ST U AR Al 9P
3% &1 T, de AT BT T TST ABAND ST 2 | FAI B AT TA AbAA Bl
HYT PR BT DM [PAT SR BISA-R-BIST [ W THA TRT SR DT B [T | 97 1
e 1 fSam o STue] M BRI o Teola 9K S¥1 I ST, SR S¥1 & HaaTs o
AP DT AT S H Pl PR e8] OISl I P AN 1 U1 [RIERT 31 fate w8t
S XY (AT | ST oY ST, ST BT G2 B ST 7 FEGR [T o ey g ol av
AT T BT HR I AL G} D TET 81 XET &, Sl b ol B &M el @l o e €,
AT ST AlBiAD TRl BIAT 2, S S WG B I YSTN a1 iR FHI-I9 I IR A<l BT
aRae 4T T | 95 B TIge] &9 I §AR SF H P8 IR W DT gSald gofl | wifeh s
39 HIP WR, T8I AR IUART TeT €, T8l gF AN BT fIeeivo] & BT HY awaedar €,
SCIRUTE B Bl T AeIHr § {59 60 ATell & BEl 8N BT Ve i 3R fhd avg g
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AT A aTel a1 § ST GIR PR Al ©, T AAS I eATaial & TR & w0 & S
@ fedll 1 fepaaT &1 I AR I o SIJAR §A 39 YOIl ! [ehaT FS1ga H_1 T B1H
fepar 2

SUTITET 8ISy, 39 Sl <okl H AN o Ha9 991 Ui X! §, 98 I8
T 5 < TaTT & dfg iR ST T §, 39 XIS WOTTel! 5 S5 IR BR Bl
P fhaT & 3R 39 TR SaReN o FHIN & BESIN a9 o A Bl A § YRGS B
& fhar 21

D AI-A1 BH g | TET Ja =S AR FAEAT Tl BT 1 H37 o, I I DI
ST B9 1S BT ARV, T Sw=i BeT o1, <y o Y g hfell o 8§, S FEY gve
S T BT ST G AN [ ST FETST BT o Siferd e €, I IR O] o1 TR B
T &, 39 91 BT S X PR Bl BIs BT I Hls ol a7+ AMey | H FH=r g 6
S Tl T H B 9 911 P 3% IS L |

T T 10 DI FHET T {6 T IR T I8! Wa b GAI BT AGUANT 8] a1 AR
1 60 Tl § ST 30% AT 9 N = e fhdT| 58 B3 & S91g, Il B & SollT
T O THT DI S H T=Id BN BT DI Bl SR O THET TRERT 8, 599 S99 8¢
TR B DR D1 T [T | SATaRIDB € [ SR TH ST AR SIARRAT DI FOTG PRl
e ©, a1 o 1 e are-faarg 8 s fekft 91 @1 ke BT 81 ) ded 9 SS9 W) S8
BIFT =MEY, =@l B =1y, a9 89 fh=il |el fFepe R uger ded © |

ST, Yo T1E Sfl, ST 89R 31 & U YU O, Seiv 97 & Afee b IR § U
I BT oY, SR § BIe B =Aea § | S e, “If the people who are elected are
capable and men of character and integrity, they would be able to make the best even
of a defective Constitution. If they are lacking in this, the Constitution cannot help the
country. After all, the Constitution is like a machine, is a lifeless thing. It acquires life
because of men who control it and operate it. India needs today nothing more than a

set of honest men who will have the interest of the country before them™. 3 dfoaif €.
I TN S @1 8, R SR iR & R # e I & oY

AT TR A B FATd! B IR, JURTEGRY, bR, ST, FHEadE
ST A | T TR AT BT BT ST Sgd MRS ¥, A Pis Ff g B A1 BIE A
IS Se1 8 | OFR 39 9% § Qe Pl 7o I@ €, I AR g I8 omewgs © {5
1 =1 1 2 (BT 71 Rl Wb’ U b1 BT DR, Mich AR IR 1 FAIber=l Fogd
Bl 9 | AL Al H SUAIE & (oY, SRS & fo7 areren 39 axs &1 foosdt ot =
& o7 PIE I 21 8, 39 919 BT Jad S Y& Bl avhdT B |

3TTY FE B1 AR S T &, TAY H AT S A1 HAET PRl § | T, P a5l HIEY
IR Dr. Allama Igbal = ¥ $91 A% & {0 98 ¥R H8T o ¢

q TMEF § ORaAIT § DM N,

TN G 3T SR AT 2

RIIRT & 3T W'l &R ot €,

d) 39 & sfaasT iR Wi B

9 IR P AR H AU I A BRAT | TR |
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o} wrrer fopaT (@S IS TRRAT TR, 3T UIfGE Bl IO & 60 A1 B
ITAT H T AN ERP STl 741 I8 1 9 60 ATl H S1 & 3=} Parliamentary form
of democracy BT Tl 3R I & A T Gl T, T TN 37TE, ST AHTEE
P F Y TR UITaRIe & 31 & B 3 oraT SO Hal ol Tal, 396 IR & 1 ==
g =Ry

37 60 1ol & Tgof 50 URIIC AT BT S 6 0, 98 T ed THd o 3N bt
P ST 30 AT B, STH S B A AR TARIN, TR R SN AR o, S SRR
2T I TMRY, 9 ART FFRATS MY 591 8 | The problems were related to poverty and
backwardness, inequality in distribution of wealth, I IR Wieeh=T T97 & =X Mg | 39
% 80 T¥iC Rifes = &, I 9% fUoe & | 379 Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes iR
poor sections IT working class & @R ¥ | FE! AR # I & TSRS &1 ST FaRen
g &R S parliamentary form of decocracy 8, $79 I @1 98d §¥ ©| Parliamentary
form of democracy ¥ $ sections &I welfare 37 &1 BT el Tl I8 91 < B
RATERYT S, 80 URRIC ST & A H ©| $9P 60 AT A ¥ gV, S ¥ [Usel 30 Aral
A I Ui A+t el off, fAa1 Hise=T next 30 ATl § S & A T Y81 €| At dR
IR social justice, health care, election problem 1 S & A E & | 3 T 3R AT
Ufse¥ regarding federal system ¥} €1 S9&% 9N H W THCH & 79 4 gioaT g1 Good
quality of governance, S TRGR T & o7, 91 g™ & forg a1fay eifvremd €, w1d aR
H TR AT & A9 H, A & 79 H question mark arise 81 Y87 881 39 AT @Al B
HHTI B B [T BH @A BT ARDR DI 60 ATeT YRT BI  39 IFTAR TR IeIFIE H 371
IR ¥ frar-fomet &1 =@l

T, $F 91§ <Y &AM G g97 problems unemployment, corruption and
absence of good governance &1 ¥ | I T+ H 37T 39 I & AW AR TIfera™e & TR
prevailing €| 39 IR ¥ 7 A& H Il g1 A18Y, whether the present parliamentary
form of democracy is able to solve the problems of country. This should be scrutinised
and examined and it should be discussed vividly. 1 % H™ 1T ST W& main organs
€, T electoral process, administrative system, judicial system 37 legislative system a1

parliamentary system ¥ | The people who are sitting over there form the fourth pillar
of the democracy. 37 IR # AT MY, Fifd SARHHT & I ST 4 FRIET systems T,
37 g systems # ¥ e BT o TR S T integration T & I1 T e | V-
SN DI A fGaTT & fg AR AN 2Rl B apply a1 11 R8T €, T Fed o
g<< parliamentary form of democracy & ¥R # grassroot & @ & 9 total
parliamentary system of democracy, administration, judiciary 3R NG =g & IR
# B 999 S Uferae gl Yedt Bl

difer, 39 wiferamie § &9 @rT 7 Ua Q1 181 g1 8 fo uifermwig Rves &
TaE AT JRETNT AT TSFARGEN 7 37281 B a1 2 | 86 Tob fad #1 I8 3797 T ‘good
governance’ fS9T 7 3B # Gl &1 &1 fHeTal T | $9G Tl T S & AT 4,
ST Fiferes &, TfeMiT &1 J1id® €, TROR BT A1fed ¥, SRR &7 A1fersd &, U U AT
T f& whether this system is good, whether this system is fit and whether this system is

complete to give good governance to the common people of this country. 3T ST, ST
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TUEHRET TET €, S ASIGR] BRP S 7, S S H & 8, S GG AST 7 BE BRAT
2, B AN & IR 7 3R 59 Red & IR § geHfere o I8 ¥ | 39T, 39 RiveH & 3w
3 TAT BT SATTIHAT B, TT(h THBT AT QI B S=el Bl e Fb | 59 7 & S TR 3,
IHBT FAMEN B & [T T UMGME Bl $ IR HpTer a1y, offes ufeamie |
I P I8 TR B FHIE AT § | TS TaE & @, S SER 98 7, S AN aiferarie
B I P, TERIFE B $oe (oS fSIBeF &I, TERIMT &1 AT Bl ST 1R Agqd
B BT HH YA T IR © | FoI% Tt I8 ST mental disintegration of the voters,
intellectual mass and socicty €, 98 ¥9G AR 97 H Yo V4T AR UgT HR 2T v, s
TS SR FH AN I8 dIod © o5 89 &FT orees &, A1 U1 9o W) 911 |aa! U odt 9 &
AR &, I B! AT IR © | R UITAAwe BT 8Y ey e 81 87 T 5 &1
X Hal Bifee Fet 27 w1 uifermid! Rieed &1 o tsfifRes™ §, o8 291 &1 I o
¥ foq &1 TE1 27 TR $o I Tl B, A1 1 1 87 TR M7 8% AN B Aelre Bl
T, @ 3w 1 27 WX R ¥ O i §, 99d IR H Tl gl Anfgy iR S Sie e €,
TAP IR H H Tl g AfEY | SIS I BT 80 Wi S WRBR & R, RveH &
el R AR waRen & Raemw €1 Mentally, they are against the system. These
things should be sorted out by a high level discussion or by a high forum to keep peace

in this country and maintain integration of this country. Thank you.

DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu) : Thank you, Sir. The time target for me is
six minutes, six minutes to undertake 60 years’ journey of Indian Parliament. Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru once said, To watch history is good but, to be part of history is
something better.

As I stand before you on this historic and momentous occasion, I remember with
gratitude my Party supremo, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi, who gave me this opprtunity to be
here today.

Bharatvarsha, the ancient name of modern day India, still arouses the feeling of
the glory, the prosperity, rich cultural treasure, exalted spiritual, literary and social
traditions, sound and healthy civilisation and what not. It was not that Bharatvarsha
was only materially rich rather it was par excellence, developed, prosperous and rich
in every walk of life. Even foreign scholars and historians being enticed and enchanted
by our prosperity have showered bountiful and lavish praises on our cultural legacy
and heritage. I would like to quote here a few of them.

Mark Twain said, “India is the cradle of the human race, the birthplace of human
speech, mother of history, grandmother of legend, and the great grandmother of tradition.
Our most valuable and most instructive materials in the history of man are treasured
up in India only™.

French scholar, Romain Rolland, remarked: “If there is one place on the face of
Earth where all the dreams of living men have found a home from the very earliest
days when man began the dream of existence, it is India™.

Swami Vivekananda on his return from the tour of the western countries said, *T
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loved my motherland dearly before I went to America and England. After my return,
every particle of dust of this land seems to be sacred to me”.

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’, universal and axiomatic human qualities and values
of Kshama, Daya, Tapa and Tyvag were all the gospels taught by our great ancestors
and forefathers which differentiate human beings from animals.

It is this rich and glorious past which distinguishes us from the rest and make
India the largest and the most successful democracy in the world and the epitome of
democracy — the Indian Parliament is today celebrating its 60th Anniversary.

The AIADMK was founded by the late legendary MGR whose statue adores the
lobby of Rajya Sabha. The illustrious son of Tamil Nadu Perariagnar Anna is the guiding
spirit of our party. The AIADMK has the name ‘Anna’ appended to the party’s name.
And Anna’s statue decorates the lobby of Lok Sabha. Perariagnar Anna was a Member
of this august House of Rajya Sabha from 1962-1967. My party supremo, Dr. Puratchi
Thalaivi, was also a Member of this august House of Rajya Sabha from 1984-1989.
Both Perariagnar Anna and Dr.Puratchi Thalaivi after their stint in the Rajya Sabha
went on to become Chief Ministers of Tamil Nadu. It is a sweet coincidence that the
division number of both of them in the Rajya Sabha was 185.

As a Parliamentarian, Anna displayed his deep knowledge on various issues with
his skilful presentation of facts and arguments. From price rise to drinking water
shortage, from Kashmir problem to non-alignment, Anna spoke on various issues with
conviction and brilliance. While Anna electrified the entire nation with his maiden
speech in 1962, the theme of Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi’s maiden speech on 23rd April,
1984, was dedicated to the subject of ¢lectricity.

Being mass leaders from a regional party, both Anna and Madam fought in this
House several times on the rights and aspirations of the State. What Anna spoke in
December, 1963, was quoted by Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi in her maiden speech in April,
1984, that is, 21 years later and I am quoting today what Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi quoted
in 1984, that is, 28 years later:

“The working of the federal structure all these years has created a sense of
frustration in the minds of the States. The State are fast becoming dole-getting
corporations. They feel that they are relegated to the background and there is the very
natural instinct in them that they should be given more power™.

Between 1963 and 1984 and 2012 the situation has not changed a bit.

In this regard, I would like to draw the attention of this House to Dr. Ambedkar’s
observation in the Constituent Assembly which clarifies the powers of States: “The
Constitution is a Federal Constitution in as much as it establishes a dual polity. The
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Union is not a league of States, united in a loose relationships, nor are the States the
agencies of the Union, deriving powers from it. Both the Union and the States are
created by the Constitution, both derive their respective authority from the Constitution™.

[1.00 P.M.]

Of late, there has been a tendency and systematic effort to undermine the concept
of federalism. It is high time that as we complete 60 years of Parliamentary democracy,
Rajya Sabha, being the Council of States, should undertake a serious relook on Centre-
State relationship and cooperative federalism.

As a Member of Parliament, I have been a witness to three important pieces of
legislation of far reaching consequence: One, POTA, which was passed in the Joint
Session of both the Houses of Parliament; two, the Women’s Reservation Bill — passed
in the Rajya Sabha but still lingering in the Lok Sabha, and three, the Lokpal Bill —
passed in the Lok Sabha but had a dramatic turn in the Rajya Sabha.

There is no denying the fact that we have made progress and our country is
considered as a fast emerging superpower in the world. Our scientists have really
made us proud. Technically capable manpower, particularly, in the IT sector, have
made their presence felt all over the world. Green and White Revolution no doubt has
played a vital role in our advancement.

But there are certain areas where a lot needs to be done, like education, health,
agriculture, environment, etc.

The Rajya Sabha, also known as Council of States, as part of Parliament, is
essentially an assembly to discuss, debate, reflect and articulate the aspirations and
problems of the people and seek their redressal in an amicable manner through the
Government. However, it has been experienced that Members, particularly, those
belonging to smaller parties and nominated ones, do not get enough time and opportunity
to raise the voice of the people in the House owing to paucity of time, which, to my
mind, somchow defeats the very purpose for which the Parliament was created. The
desire of the Members to give vent to the people’s interest and aspirations thus gets
suppressed and this exercise quite often leads to acrimonious exchanges between the
Chair and the Members. I, therefore, on this pious occasion, would like to raise this
issue so as to evolve such a mechanism which facilitates Members get enough
opportunities to speak out their mind in a free and open manner without the fear of the
Chairperson ringing bells to remind them to wrap up their speeches.

Sir, I urge upon the House and through this august House to the entire country
that on this solemn and auspicious occasion, let us resolve, let us pledge to redeem the
lost glory to undo the damages done to our rich cultural heritage and let us once again
stand united to make our country that advanced, that prosperous, that rich and that
Golden Sparrow which it used to be in the past.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. PJ. KURIEN) : Hon. Members, it has been
decided that there will be no lunch break today. But lunch has been arranged in Room
No. 70 by the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs. Members can go for lunch one by
one. Now Shri Devender Goud.

SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T. (Andhra Pradesh) : Sir, I deem it a privilege and
honour to be a part of this momentous occasion which witnesses 60 years journey of
the Indian Parliament. I am proud to be a part of this notable journcy which started
exactly on this very day 60 years ago. And, I am grateful to you for giving me this
opportunity to speak on this historic occasion. I feel fortunate enough to sit with Shri
Rishang Keishing, a distinguished Member of this august House and Member of the
First and Third Lok Sabhas.

At the outset, I bow my head with all humility and salute all those patriots, guided
by the Father of the Nation, who fought relentlessly and tirelessly against the colonial
oppression and suppression and without whom we would not have got Independence,
would not have written the Constitution and would not have been celebrating this
occasion, the Sixtieth Anniversary of Parliament of India.

The objectives of the Constitution are laudable. This becomes clear if one looks
at the Preamble of the Constitution which clearly states that we have to secure to all
our citizens Social, Political and Economic Justice, Liberty of Thought and Expression,
Equality of Status and Opportunity and Fraternity. We have to introspect ourselves and
ask our hearts and souls whether we have been able to fulfil these valuable objectives
of our founding fathers. I would say, a big ‘No.”

Many people say that 65 years in the history of a nation is not a long journey. 1
beg to differ with them. Sir, 65 years is a reasonable journey in the history of any
nation and these 65 years are sufficient to achieve the basic goals of any nation. But,
unfortunately, we are still struggling with universalisation of elementary education
and have failed to provide basic health facilities to the poor and downtrodden. There is
malnourishment among the poor. There is gender disparity. The mortality and morbidity
rates are very high. There are regional disparities. There is growing discrimination on
the basis of caste, colour and creed. Poor are becoming poorer and wealth is concentrated
in ahandful of people. The S.C.s, the S.T.s, OBCs, minorities and other poorer sections
of the people are denied of their due and legitimate share. This is a very, very dangerous
trend. The gap between ““Shining India” and “Suffering India™ is growing up. The
Government is talking about inclusive growth and saying that it is for Aam Aadmi.
Where have these gone? This is not what Dr. Ambedkar had dreamt of, and it is against
the spirit of the Constitution. So, we have to resolve, at least, now that we would,
henceforth, work tirelessly to bridge the gaps.

Our Constitutional-makers had clearly demarcated powers and responsibilities
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in the form of federal structure. But, in spite of this, there is concentration of power at
the Centre. Everybody is looking towards Delhi for each and everything. The States
are not given a free hand and their hands are tied up in one way or the other. A country
of this magnitude cannot run effectively if powers are concentrated at the Union level.
I and my party strongly oppose Tanashahi in any form. If this continues, I apprehend
that it will lead to collapse of the federal structure and disintegration of the country.
We all have to stop that. So, it is in our hands to make or mar this country. Hence, I
request this august gathering to introspect and resolve that we will do all that we can to
maintain the federal character of this nation.

We have experienced the Permit Raj, Inspector Raj and the Burcaucratic Raj on
the one hand and, on the other, in the name of liberalisation, we are also witnessing
that the Governments are relinquishing their social responsibilities. We are witnessing
these two extreme things. It is also not a healthy sign. It is the responsibility of all of us
to work as per the Constitution on which we have taken oath. Corruption is growing in
the country by leaps and bounds. There is no accountability. Sir, democracy without
accountability is a contradiction in values. Every profession or instrumentality of State
is answerable to the people, not arbitrarily, but on just and reasonable grounds.
Decentralisation, electoral, judicial and administrative reforms are the need of the
hour. Now-a-days, ¢lections have become so expensive that poor are eliminated from
this process. I don’t want to see that Parliament becomes a ‘rich man’s House.” It
should not become an Adda for anti-social elements and goons. And, equally, the
Chambers should not sub-serve the vested interests. Otherwise, it will shake the
foundation of our Constitution. We have to further strengthen this democratic institution
and our ultimate goal is to achieve a just and equitable society where every citizen of
this country lives with dignity and freedom.

With these words, I thank the Chairman once again for having given me this
opportunity.

PROF. M. S. SWAMINATHAN (NOMINATED) : Sir, I have been here for the
last five years. But before that I have been following, for the last sixty years, the
outcome of the proceedings of this august House as well as the Lok Sabha. What has
been the role of parliamentary democracy in shaping what Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
called ‘Our tryst with destiny’? I want to take two examples of our ‘tryst with destiny’
and see how well we have performed. First, our independence was born in the backdrop
of the great Bengal famine where over two million children, women and men died out
of hunger. Therefore, Mahatma Gandbhi said at Noakhali, that ‘to those who are hungry
God is bread’ and the first and foremost duty of Independent India is to ensure that this
‘God of bread’ resides in every home and hut. Responding to this situation, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, our first Prime Minister, said in Parliament that ‘Everything else
can wait, but not agriculture.” From that time, Parliament Members, including this
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august House, have been giving considerable attention to the problems of farmers and
farming in our country. During the first twenty years of our Independence, we were
living in what foreign experts call ‘a hip to mouth existence.” A ship had to arrive with
food before we can feed our Public Distribution System. Most of the foodgrains came
from the PL 480 programme of the United States. Today, in contrast, sixty years later,
Parliament is examining the proposed National Food Security Act which is designed
to make access to food a legal right. When passed and implemented, we will be operating
the world’s largest social protection measure against hunger with the help of wheat,
rice, millet etc. grown by our farmers, not grown by foreign farmers, but our own
farmers. This, Mr. Vice-Chairman, represents a historic transition in our tryst with
destiny, from a ship to mouth existence to a legal right to food for all our people. On
the occasion of this historic transition, I would like to emphasise, food sovereignty is
fundamental...

SHRI BALBIR PUNJ (Odisha) : Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, on this occasion, the
Treasury Benches are absolutely empty and there is not even a single Minister sitting here!

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : No; please, Mr. Punj, don’t
raise such points. You know this is between one o’ clock and two o’ clock.

SHRI BALBIR PUN]J : There is not even a single Minister sitting here.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : No; please... Dr. Natchiappan,
please get a Minister.

SHRI BALBIR PUNJ : He is not a Minister!

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : This is a Special Session, and
it is lunch time also. Why do you want to score a point now?

SHRIBALBIR PUNJ : They should show respect on this occasion. The Treasury
Benches must take it seriously. There must be some Minister to represent...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : Why do you want to score a
point today? This is a Special Session. Mr. Punj, that is not correct.

SHRI BALBIR PUNJ : There has to be some Minister. This shows the indifference
of the Government on this solemn occasion. The Prime Minister has left, and the rest
of the Ministers and MPs have all walked out!

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : This is unfair. I do not permit
those comments. Those comments are not needed now. It is lunch time. You see, Mr.
Punj, so many are absent on both sides. Why do you say like this? This is not Government
Business. This is our Business, the Business of this House. There is no need of blaming
cach other now. Don'’t try to score a point today. This is not the day for that.
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SHRI BALBIR PUNIJ : I am not blaming, Sir. This is my observation. I am not
blaming anybody. I am bringing it to your notice that Treasury Benches are indifferent
to the occasion. They are not serious about it.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) : Don’t call it indifferent. It is
lunch time. The message has already been given. It is lunch-break time. We are not
allowing lunch-break. So, you should have some consideration. Don’t call it
‘indifferent’. It should not be called as ‘indifferent’.

SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu) : Sir, you can adjourn half-an-hour for lunch.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : You can go and have your
lunch.

SHRI D. RAJA : He has a point in saying it so.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : I have already announced that
there would not be any lunch break. See, Rajaji, I have no objection. But, when 1
announced about it, you did not raise any objection. So, let us proceed. Swaminathanji,
please continue.

PROF. M.S. SWAMINATHAN : Sir, I need hardly mention to this House that
food sovereignty is basic to our national sovereignty. Smt. Indira Gandhi was very
alive to this fact of the relationship between food self-sufficiency and an independent
Foreign Policy. The first question she asked me in late 1966 was, “How soon can we
build a grain reserve of 10 million tonnes?” This was because, during 1966, we imported
10 million tonnes of wheat, largely, from the United States under its PL-480 Programme
to keep our PDS alive. Our former President, Dr. Abdul Kalam, used to mention that
our Pokhran experiments in relation to nuclear implosion could not have taken place
had we not been selfsufficient in food. All hon. Members know what is happening in
case of North Korea. Since they need food, their foreign policy decisions have to be
curtailed. I think, this is very important to remember that food sovereignty is basic to
our national freedom and sovereignty. An effective food security Act, when adopted
by Parliament, will represent the brightest jewel in the crown of Indian Parliament
since it will mark the fulfillment of Mahatma Gandhi’s vision of a hunger free India.

Sir, one more significant contribution of Parliamentary democracy, including all
the Members of this august House, is the pan political support extended to science and
scientists. As a scientist, I am very proud of the fact that their support to science is pan
political. The spectacular progress we witnessed, during the last sixty years, in various
fields of scientific endeavour such as agriculture, industry, health, Defence, atomic
energy, space, information and communication technology, would not have been
possible but for the strong support from Parliament and the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Science and Technology. Our former Prime Minister, Shri Atal Bihari
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Vajpayeeji, gave expression to the support by adding “Vigyan’ to Shri Lal Bahadur
Shastri’s slogan ‘Jai Jawan and Jai Kisan’ as the third pillar of our freedom. Jawan,
Kisan and Vigyan represent the three pillars of our tryst with destiny.

On this historic occasion, [ wish to pay, as a scientist and on behalf of the scientific
community, my tribute to the past and present Members of the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha for their commitment to national integration, to promoting harmony with
nature and goodwill towards each other and, above all, harnessing the best in science
and technology for our economic improvement.

Mr. Chairman, may I conclude by saying that we can achieve the Indian dream
of having a hunger and poverty-free India and also a country which is characterized by
social and gender equity if we follow individually and collectively the advice given by
John F. Kennedy to his own countrymen. I quote, “Ask not what the country will do for
vou, but ask what you will do for our country.” This will be hallmark of our Platinum
Jubilee of this House. Thank you.

DR. BHARATKUMAR RAUT (Maharashtra) : Sir, at the outset, let me pay
homage to all those stalwarts who build the image of Indian Parliament as the supreme
temple of democratic deliberations. Sir, I salute them all.

Sir, I have also brought with me the greetings and good wishes from Shiv Sena
Chief, Bala Saheb Thackeray, on this occasion. Sir, I consider myself fortunate of
being a Member of this House when the Indian Parliament is celebrating its 60th
Anniversary.

Sir, though this is my first term as Member of Parliament, I have had the
opportunity, as a journalist, to cover the proceedings of the House from the Press
Gallery. Therefore, it is not only that my experience has widened because of the
deliberations, but also the fact that I have a pan- India view while looking at smallest
incidents taking place anywhere in the country.

Sir, as we celebrate our 60th anniversary, it is time to look back and take stock of
what we have achieved and what we have missed in this journey of 60 years. Surely,
the Indian Parliament has achieved many things. The very fact that despite many issues,
incidents of violence, aggression, terrorists’ strikes, India has remained united and it is
continuing to march ahead, shows that Indian Parliament has been working effectively.

Sir, Parliament has passed many path-breaking legislations which were
instrumental in India’s socio-economic progress, whether it was the abolition of Privy
Purses, nationalization of private banks, the Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme or
the Right to Education, Parliament has always been the torch-bearer of the social,
cultural and economic change in the country.
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But, Sir, then, the question arises why there is this criticism and why people are
getting disillusioned with the functioning of Parliament. People now think that the
working of Parliament is becoming irrelevant. Every time, when elections take place,
there is a discussion that the youth of the country doesn’t want to vote and that the
voting percentage of the youth has been going down; the youth finds the democratic
system of Parliament irrelevant and not up to the mark. Sir, is it that the Parliament
and its Members have lost their connect with the masses? My answer to that is a big
‘no’. This is because every Member of Parliament has to face the ‘last man” of the
society after every five years. Therefore, there cannot be a disconnect between Members
and the people at large. But, still, the image remains that there is a major disconnect
between Members of Parliament and the masses. Sir, the reason is that, we, as
Parliament, have not been able to reach out to the people so far as the working of the
Parliamentary systems is concerned. In schools, children study about Parliament only
for a year or two, that too, just as one of the subjects, the evaluation of which is only
for 10 or 15 marks. Later, only those who take up Civics or Political Science as their
major subjects, are exposed to the working of the Parliament. The rest remain totally
ignorant about the functioning of Parliament, as also the importance of Parliament in
the life of this nation and in their own lives too. Therefore, they fall prey to the mischief
of those who want to weaken our democratic system. There are elements in the country
and outside who want to weaken our society. Their goal is to weaken the faith in the
democratic system. Ours is parliamentary democracy. So, the first attack is on
Parliament. They say that it is a useless system, and the youth falls a prey to this
argument. Sir, [ appeal to all MPs, as also the Government, to make efforts to ensure
that people develop an understanding of the working of Parliament. If that happens,
when they watch MPs fighting for people’s cause and people’s issues in Parliament
and outside Parliament, they would not feel that tax-payers” money has been wasted.
Every time there is criticism, they say so much time of Parliament is wasted. But for
whom? It was for the welfare of the people. Students who have not studied the
functioning of Parliament, do not understand it. Then, Sir, if we give proper attention,
it would also prevent extra-constitutional centres sitting at Ramlila Ground or at Jantar
Mantar from grabbing people’s attention.

Why do people get attracted towards that? Because, people at large, do not
understand the working of Parliament. That is why they feel it irrelevant. We are not
open to any criticism, I think, is not fair. Sir, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, the creator of
the Indian Constitution has entrusted this Parliament to us with a great hope and trust.
He wanted India to grow for which Parliament is the best instrument. Let us prove his
faith right. Thank you.

DR. KARAN SINGH (NCT OF DELHI) : Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, today is a
day for rejoicing. That is what we are all doing. It is also a day for introspection.
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Rejoicing because for sixty years we have nurtured a vibrant democratic system, a
free press and an independent Judiciary, justiceable fundamental rights and vigorous
Parliamentary system for one-sixth of the human race, an experiment that has never
before been conducted on this scale anywhere in human history. We have confounded
the doomsayers who had predicted that when the colonial rulers leave, India was going
to fall to pieces. Even Winston Churchill, if you remember, said as much when he said,
“Once we go, India will fall into pieces and will disintegrate.” We have not only
disproved that, we have shown also that the Parliamentary system has inner power and
has the capacity to meet all challenges. This is homage as much to our unique and
resilient Constitution which is a great document, which is open to amendment; almost
a hundred amendments have been done. While it is a great document, it is not a rigid
document. It gives an opportunity for reflecting the changing will of the people.

So, it is a homage to them and also homage to the great leader who inspired this
nation before and after Independence. It would be invidious to mention any particular
person, but, I would like to mention the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, who
introduced the whole concept of national involvement and democratic functioning in
the country, and the first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, who for 17 years laid the
foundation of the democratic set up. There, were lots of other people have made
contributions; I cannot even begin to mention them, because if you begin to mention
about the Constitution, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was the Chairman of the Steering
Committee. Dr. Rajendra Prasad was President of the Constituent Assembly. His role
has often been underrated but he played a very, important role in forming the
Constitution. And, there were great lawyers like Sir B.N. Rao and Alladi Krishnaswamy
Iyer who did the drafting of the Constitution. I was following it very carefully and I am
aware of the fact that a whole galaxy of brilliant people gathered together to produce
the Constitution and to produce the system of which we can justly be proud.

Sir, rejoicing because Parliament has provided political stability to our incredibly
diverse and rapidly changing political mood in the country. All the way from Kashmir
down to Kanyakumari, from Gujarat to Arunachal Pradesh, this country has remained
united. A country which was formed in the name of religion has broken but, our country
which is dedicated to pluralism, to multi-culturalism, has maintained its unity for all
these years. I think the credit has got to go largely to Parliament. Parliament has ensured
smooth transfers of power. We have witnessed in our own life-times, dramatic shifts
of power, but, never once has there been any question that the will of the people as
represented by Parliament would not immediately prevail.

And that itself is a major thing because one of the hallmarks of a democracy is to
have smooth transfers of power, which we find is missing in autocracies or in
dictatorships, either of the right or of the left.
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Sir, through its extensive legislation, Parliament has empowered vast sections of
our society, including women, who, for centuries, had been sidelined and neglected.
Vast areas of this country, where hardly anybody could go, vast sections of our population
were not involved at all in the political processes; they have now been included. And,
now, we find, we are moving more and more towards an inclusive polity in this country,
where every single citizen, wherever he may be, in the vastnesses of Arunachal or in
the snowy slopes of Ladakh or in the beautiful islands of Lakshadweep, every single
individual now has a stake in our democracy, and this is something that our Parliament
has achieved.

Sir, Parliament, despite all the sound and fury that it generates from time to time,
is an institution of which we can be justly proud. That is why today we celebrate its
60th birthday. But, as I said, Mr. Vice-Chairman, it is also a day for introspection, for
atamnirikshan. Are we upholding the high standards of behaviour and probity which
the people of India expect from us? Are the disruptions of Parliamentary proceedings,
from time to time, including the sacrosanct Question Hour, not stalling serious debate
on crucial issues and long pending legislations? Are we, by our individual and collective
actions, sometimes croding not only our own credibility but even that of the
Parliamentary system itself, particularly now that it is telecast live? Sir, these are
some of the questions upon which we have to ponder very deeply, even as we celebrate
this occasion.

Quite clearly, there is scope for improvement. One cannot, on this occasion, go
into details, but there is scope for electoral reform, a very complex matter, but we have
to move forward on that. There is scope for modifications in Parliamentary Procedures
and Practices; there is scope for further strengthening of the Committee System. |
agree with Shri Tiruchi Siva, when he says that one of the most positive innovations
that we have introduced in Parliament, since I first joined, is the system of Committees.
The Committee System now enables us to look much more deeply into the Budgets,
into the Reports, and into the functioning of various wings of the Government, which
the entire Parliament by itself is unable to do. So, there are many innovations that need
to be taken. There has to be a serious debate, and., if possible, overwhelming majority
of opinion, for more electoral reforms, for more Parliamentary procedure reforms. We
should try to have, if we cannot get a national consensus, at least, as large a majority of
political opinion as possible to support these measures.

Sir, may I, for a moment, recall my own association? I remember the day that
Parliament first sat in 1952 because that was the time when I had been elected Sadr-i-
Riyasat of Jammu and Kashmir. So, as it were, my public life is co-terminus with the
public life of Parliament. It is the very same year, when this Parliament sat in 1952,
that the whole feudal system in Jammu and Kashmir was changed, and an elected
Sadr-i-Riyasat, elected by the State Assembly, came into position.
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Sir, my own association with Parliament goes back 45 years, in 1967, when 1
joined the Union Cabinet. Since then, I have had the privilege of being elected four
times to the Lok Sabha and four times to the Rajya Sabha. Therefore, I have been a
witness to the whole political process, from both sides of the House, in both Chambers;
in the Lok Sabha, and Rajya Sabha I have been on the Treasury Benches and in the
Opposition.

So, I have a perspective, perhaps, a unique perspective of how this whole system
functioned, of all its failings, all its flaws and yet the inherent dynamism that ultimately
prevailed. We may be individually foolish but collectively there is something in the
Indian psyche that takes the correct decision. That decision may be unpalatable to one
party or another but whenever the people of India have been called upon to give their
collective opinion, They have taken the right turn and that is reflected in the Parliament.
That is why I have found this to be an incredibly valuable learning experience which I
will always treasure. One might be Ph.D in political science, which I was, but I did not
have the faintest idea of how politics actually works until I get into the rough and
tumble of politics.

I remember, Sir, when I came in as a Minister I used to come once a week to the
Rajya Sabha to answer questions. In the Lok Sabha the attack used to come from the
front. There were brilliant people; there was Hirenda; there was Nath Pai; there was
A K. Gopalan, they were outstanding figures. In the Rajya Sabha the attack always
came to me from behind because there was a group of Young Turks led by Chandrasekhar
who were constantly attacking us from behind. So, there was a qualitative difference
between the ambience of Lok Sabha and the ambience of Rajya Sabha. But, both, I
must say, were very important, very significant and very meaningful.

oft TR O : woRT A1 9 ¥+ T

<1 Bl g : # 97 979 71ET a1 | We have upon our shoulders, Mr. Vice-Chairman,
an awesome responsibility to build truly a great India, the great India of which our
scers and sages and our political savants and our political leaders have dreamed for
centuries. Overcoming all challenges, we have to build an India that is truly great,
great in economic strength and that is growing day by day, great in political influence
which is also growing, but above all, Sir, great in moral and spiritual stature. That is
the true civilizational role of India and that is the role that we have to fulfil and that is
the role we have always to keep in mind as we get involved in the rough and tumble of
politics. And in the sound and the fury of confrontation we must never forget the basic
civilisational role that India has played. For thousands of years India has sent the
message of pluralism, of inclusion across the world. 31 I ¥&T: Faal I3 fowad: Let
noble force come to us from every side. V& HAgU 9g&T F& 1 The truth is one, the wise
call it by many names. India has been the origin of the four of the great world religions
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and four of the great religions have come here from the West and they have all flourished
in India. We must never forget these civilisational responsibilities regardless of our
party, regardless of our religion, regardless of our caste, regardless of our class. We
must rededicate ourselves on this occasion to building that India, the ideal India, the
India of creative imagination. Therefore, Sir, I will end with an ancient prayer that has
come down to us for millennia down through the long and torturous corridors of Time
and that prayer says, let us work together, let us think together, let us achieve together,
may there never be any hatred between us.

& AeEay el Yooy Ae 91 Pead Tl
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Thank you, Sir.
Juwreer (Ut f . $REM) : g=rars Sf @91 Now, hon. Dr. Najma Heptulla.

DR. NAJMA A. HEPTULLA (Madhya Pradesh) : Sir, you have made my task
more difficult by calling me soon after the erudite speech of a person of eminence, Dr.
Karan Singh. Hon. Vice-Chairman, Sir, today when I stand here to speak on the occasion
of the 60th Anniversary of our Parliament, lots of thoughts are going through my memory
lane of the 30 years that I have spent in this House, out of which 17 years in the Chair
which vou are adorning today. I am reminded of the great sacrifices made by our
Freedom Fighters in getting us not the Freedom alone but also a strong Constitution,
which, in its preamble and the Directive Principles of State Policy, has no discrimination
on the basis of caste, creed, religion, and significantly, gender, which gave us an adult
franchise and a parliamentary system of governance.

Sir, I was seven years old when India got freedom. My father woke me up from
the sleep to be a part of that historic moment. I did not understand, but he made me to
listen to the historic speech of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, our first Prime Minister, ‘A
tryst with destiny at the midnight hour when the world sleeps’. I did not understand the
significance at that time, but I definitely never ever imagine that I would be a part of
this great edifice of democracy, our Parliament. In the words of Dr. Radhakrishnan,
the first Vice-President and Chairman of this House, and I quote, “Parliament is not
only a legislative, but it is a deliberative body. So far as its deliberative functions are
concerned, it will be open to us to make very valuable contributions and it will depend
on our work whether we justify or do not justify this two-chamber system, which is
now an integral part of our Constitution™.

At this point of time, when I turn the pages of the record of the valuable
contributions made by all the hon. members, whose names I cannot mention, of the
Rajya Sabha in the last sixty years, I feel we have performed our duty by deliberating
on the issues, which concern the nation from time to time as a second chamber and
definitely not as a secondary chamber.
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The Lok Sabha is elected directly under the concept of universal suffrage while
the Rajya Sabha is an elected body of our States, representing our federal structure.
Every deliberation and contribution on the legislation reflects our concern of the State
we represent.

There was a time when one party ruled the Centre and most of the States. Now,
the time has changed. There is a coalition culture and the States are governed by
different regional parties. In such a situation, the role of Rajya Sabha becomes more
important in articulating issues pertaining to the States.

We have seen during the river water disputes or about the implementation of the
policy pertaining to global warming or inter- State issues where Members of the House
have risen above party lines to speak on the issues of their States. On these issues, the
Central Government brings the legislation before the Parliament, but the responsibility
of the implementation is left to the States. There are laws relating to women, children,
the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, right to education, environment,
international treaties, insurgency and terrorism, in which the States have a lot of stake.
The implementation of such laws depend upon the will and the capacity of States they
represent. The Rajya Sabha can effectively debate and discuss on such complex issues
and make public opinion and articulate the concern of the State, they represent.

Sir, the Rajya Sabha has a very special character which demonstrates inclusiveness
of our democracy through the twelve nominated members by the hon. President from
different fields of art, culture, science and other social services. Perhaps, these persons
of imminence may not be elected otherwise.

However, these Members represent the voices of different segments of population.
I'have seen, during the course of time, significant contributions made by such Members
in the Rajya Sabha.

I'have wtinessed scientists like Dr. Raja Ramanna, musicians like Pandit Ravi Shankar,
Ornithologist Dr. Salim Ali, the great expert on birds who used to attend the House with a
binocular around his neck — of course, Ravi Shankarji never brought his sitar to the
Parliament. I have mentioned just a few of them; of course, the list is very long.

Sir, Rajya Sabha has not remained content with its role merely as a revisory
chamber. In a number of cases, it has, in fact, asserted itself. Rajya Sabha was able to
introduce amendments in the Constitution (Forty-fifth Amendment) Bill, in 1978, which
was accepted by Lok Sabha and it became the Constitution (Forty-fourth Amendment)
Act, 1978. This amending Act, infer alia, took away from the category of Fundamental
Rights, the Right to Property and put the Right to Life and Liberty on a secure footing.
This Act also provided safeguards against the misuse of emergency provisions and
guaranteed the media the right to report freely the proceedings of Parliament and the



Discussion on the Sixty [13 MAY, 2012] Years Journey.... 39

State Legislatures. In 1989, the Constitution (Sixty-fourth Amendment) Bill and the
Constitution (Sixty-fifth Amendment) Bill pertaining to the Panchayati Raj and Nagar
Palika Institutions respectively, which had earlier been passed by Lok Sabha were
defeated in the Rajya Sabha. That night I did cry at home. In the year 2002, Rajya
Sabha rejected the Prevention of Terrorism Bill, 2001, as passed by Lok Sabha, which
was later passed in a joint sitting of both the Houses of Parliament.

On many occasions, some of the Bills passed by the Lok Sabha and sent to the
Rajya Sabha for consideration and passage have been referred by the Rajya Sabha to
its Select Committee for examination and report to the House. On many occasions, the
Committee totally re-wrote the Bills and they were presented to the House.

Sir, perhaps, I am the only woman Member who would be speaking in this House.
...(Interruptions)... Mayawatiji spoke on a different subject, Sir. ... Interruptions)...
Sir, maybe, I am the last, but I am the first to speak on the issues of women. She took
the issues of downtrodden, I am taking the issue of worst of the downtrodden on the
Floor of the House. Since the inception of Rajya Sabha in 1952, woman Members,
whether they were elected to the House or nominated by the President of India, have
endearingly demonstrated, through their talents and abilities, their role as Legislators.

In fact, out of 14 Private Members’ Bills and Resolutions adopted in this House,
at least seven of them have been moved by the woman Members of Parliament — Dir.
(Smt.) Seeta Parmanand, on anomaly between the Hindu Marriage Act and the Special
Marriage Act; Shrimati Lilavati Munshi’s Resolution to prohibit exhibition of
undesirable films was adopted by the House in 1954; Dr. Rukmini Devi Arundale
moved a Resolution on Cruelty against Animals, which motivated the Government to
bring forward a legislation to that effect. Similar is the case of Ela Bhat regarding
hawkers. After the UN Conference of Women in Beijing, I, on 8th March, 1996, moved
a Resolution asking for adequate representation of women in Parliament, which was
unanimously adopted by the House and which led to the Bill providing reservation of
33 per cent seats for women in Lok Sabha and State Legislatures. We have passed this
Bill in the Rajya Sabha. I request the hon. Prime Minister to get this Bill passed in the
Lok Sabha, where it is pending.

As thousands of women at the Panchayat and grassroot democracies are getting
empowered in our country, I hope, on this good occasion, memorable occasion of the
60th Anniversary of our Parliament, the hon. Prime Minister will give this gift to the
nation and to women of our country.

Having said that, I would request the leaders of the various political parties in
this House to increase the number of women members, where there are only 24 lady
Members, to make our democracy equally representative. In spite of their small
numbers, their contributions have been quite valuable.
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Sir, Shrimati Violate Alva was the First Deputy Chairman of the House. Shrimati
Indira Gandhi was a Member of this House when she became the First woman Prime
Minister of this country. Shrimati Pratibha Patil was Deputy Chairman, and she is now
our 1st woman President of India. Dr. Jai Jayalithaaji was a Member of this House and
she is the first woman to be the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu.

Sir, it humbles me to mention that I was the First woman to be unanimously
clected as the President of Inter-Parliamentary Union of 157 Parliaments of the world,
in the history of 123 years.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. PJ. KURIEN) : Yes; all of us congratulated
you.

DR. NAJMAA. HEPTULLA : Sir, though Rajya Sabha does not have much role
regarding money and certain categories of Financial Bills, the Rajya Sabha has provided
most of the outstanding Finance Ministers. The Finance Ministers, Shri Pranab
Mukherjee, Shri S.B. Chavan, Shri Narayan Dutt Tiwari, Shri V.P. Singh, Dr. Manmohan
Singh and Shri Yashwant Sinha, all belonged to Rajya Sabha when they presented the
Budget in the Lok Sabha.

Sir, the Rajya Sabha has also given many Prime Ministers to the country. As 1
mentioned, Shrimati Indira Gandhi was a Member of this House; Shri H.D. Devegowda,
Shri LK. Gujral and Dr. Manmohan Singh were Members of this House, and, as
reminded by Dr. Saheb, Shri V.P. Singh, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Shri Chandra
Shekhar, at one time, were also Members of the Rajya Sabha.

Sir, I remember the thoughts of Charles Dickens who said, “We had best of the
times, we had the worst of times.” Best of the times, of course, most of us will love to
rejoice and worst of times, people will tend to forget. But I cannot forget when our
Parliament was attacked by the terrorists and the future of some of us, including the
democracy, looked in peril, the unarmed Rajya Sabha Security Officers like Jagdish
Prasad Yadav and Matbar Singh Negi rose to the occasion and wrote another chapter
of valour and bravery in the annals of history of the country with their blood and
sacrificed their lives to save this temple of democracy. I salute their memories. One of
them was my personal Security Officer.

I would like to mention here the services rendered by the Secretariat employees
who are always eager to help the Members. When we go to sleep, these people burn
midnight oil and keep us posted about the proceedings and business so as to reach the
papers to us with the first rays of the Sunrise. They are the backbone of our Parliament.
There are around 5000 employees in the Parliament, including about 500 women.
There are no facilities of créche or schools for the children of the Parliament employees.
While the other Government servants get facilities like schools, clubs and other such
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perks, why is our Parliament staff deprived of such facilities? It is our duty to speak for
them, and I request the hon. Prime Minister and the Presiding Officers of both the
Houses to give them some gift on this 60th Anniversary of our Parliament.

Sir, we are proud of our vibrant, inclusive, representative and interactive
democracy.

But, I would fail in my duty if I do not mention that the issues and concerns of the
nation are increasing, like prices in the country, while the time of the Sessions is
decreasing. We need more time to deliberate on new and emerging challenges before
the nation and make our contribution.

Sir, in sixty years, whether we sat on the left, right or the centre of the House, we,
the Members of the House of Elders, have tried to perform our duty. In one of the
domes of Parliament, in Rajya Sabha, a Sanskrit shloka from the Mahabharata is written
— Dr. Karan Singh would correct me — which says,

9 |1 |HT I, A eRT g, which means, ‘That is not an Assembly where
there are no elder men; those are not elders who do not speak with righteousness; that
is no righteousness where there is no truth; that is not the truth which leads one to
deceit.”

Sir, in the end, I would say, we do not know if we have been able to live up to the
expectations of the nation, which expects, perhaps, much more out of our deliberations
and contribution, but I am reminded of a famous couplet of Sir Muhammed Igbal, who
said, ‘T BT TR gela 31 P T PR A T80l YT 9 A Ga I9- T R I &l
I would give a translation to that: Live so beautifully that if death is the end of life,
God may feel sorry for having ended the life.”

Thank you, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Thank you, Madam. Now, Dr.
Ashok Ganguly. You may speak for five minutes.

DR. ASHOK S. GANGULY (NOMINATED) : Sir, I consider being called to
speak on this occasion and being present in this event as the highest honour in my
lifetime, and also being nominated for the country, rather than from a constituency
alone, because I feel proud as an Indian.

(THE VICE-CHAIRMAN ( DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN) in the Chair)

Although my mother tongue is Bengali, I grew up in Mumbai. I did not know the
difference between Bengalis, Maharashtrians, Konkanis, Parsis and Gujaratis. I speak
all these languages. I did not know that one has to belong to a particular community to
be identified as so and so. So, it is a particularly noteworthy that I got nominated as a
part of the whole country rather than a constituency, although I am very proud to
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belong to Maharashtra as well. It is also a great honour to be nominated by the hon.
President of this country and leaders of political parties because I never expected to be
in this august House and in such august company. It has been an experience of enormous
learning, and I thank both my colleagues in the Opposition and those on the Ruling
Benches, as well as those who are nominated like me in this House, because they have
not only shared their wisdom through their debates, but since I come with no political
background, and I have got no political utility, I greatly value their friendship, their
camaraderie and their making us feel as if we are one of them. Thank you very much.

Sir, since childhood, and as we grew older, we have looked up to our M.P. leaders
and to the Houses of Parliament to not only protect the independence of India, but to
transform this nation, which was under foreign rules for 1000 years, to take its own
place in the Comity of Nations.

[2.00 PM.]

I am again very proud to be present in this House on the 60th Anniversary of the
Parliament of India as India is gradually emerging as one of the leading nations of the
world in terms of economic freedom, technology leadership, competence and capability
of showing what a multi-cultural, a multi-lingual nation can be all about. We must
look at the challenges also that we face. As Prof. Swaminathan was talking a little
while ecarlier, we have moved a state of from food insecurity to a certain degree of
food security. We are not there as yet. We have to yet face the challenges of universal
education, total food security, the problems of our geography and national security and
we the endless fight against poverty. There are many challenges that still remain. While
we talk about people who read newspapers, people who come to this House and people
who are able to listen to some of the debates of this House, there is a very large section
of our community, who remains below the radar screen. Their definition in Hindi is
not ‘“71e’. The described in Hindi, which happens to be a new term — even I learnt it
— is “a7ky 71&°. They have no access to food, nutrition or to the vudiments of civilized
society. When people do not have access to food, the hunger pangs reduces their
existence as human beings to the lowest level. Continuous and prolonged hunger pangs
leads to mental degeneration, mortality and hopelessness that you and I cannot evon
imagine. I think ‘7t geren” will take a very long time to achieve. Let us be practical
about it. We must formally resolve on the 60th Anniversary of this Parliament that 31fer
T g€ is our responsibility. = 7 e war & 5 It W B o g, 97 TR @5t
e A 9gd wTeT &, 98 faoeht g 9 o) 95 wEex € ok 9wl o 91 7w & 5 R qw A
& o1 Al 5! J8Ied IR © & g9, o], g3, iR ey fem @ & fmrepft M R @ €
a1 fordt g 9§ 9 19T JOIRT S ¥2 &1 But it is not only the responsibility of this House,
but also the responsibility of every Indian. My message is for every Indian across
India. It is not their visible consumption; it is not their visible agitation, but it must be
the concern and the effort of every Indian to make sure that our progress is more
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evenly shared across the most defined in our country. Above all, we must continue to
defend an equitable and a tolerant society. We must guard against intolerance in India
and we must guard against the selfishness of inequitable consumption. I once again
thank you, hon. Chairman and the House for welcoming us, nominated Members, and
treating us as your brothers. Thank you, very much.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY CHAIR

Regarding Submission of articles/Messages by Members for publication on
occasion of 60th Anniversary of first setting of Parliament

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN) : Hon.
Members, I wish to inform you that on the occasion of 60th Anniversary of the First
Sitting of Parliament, you are requested to send your articles to the Secretary-General
on the theme “Sixty Years Journey of the Indian Parliament”. The article should not
exceed the length of 1200 words and it may be written either in English or in Hindi.
The articles may please be sent by the 22nd May, 2012. Members are also requested to
record their messages in about sixty words on the theme ““Sixty Years Journey of the
Indian Parliament™ in the register kept in the inner lobby for the purpose. These articles
and messages would be edited and published separately in a book form, which would
be published as a special volume being brought out on the occasion of the 60th
Anniversary of the First Sitting of the Parliament.

DISCUSSION ON SIXTY YEARS’ JOURNEY OF
INDIAN PARLIAMENT - contd.

SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu) : Sir, I join everyone to celebrate the great journey
of Indian Parliament for six decades. Sir, I am proud to state that the Communist
Members, in both the Houses, have played a great role and made a great contribution
in strengthening the functions of Indian Parliament and the Parliamentary democracy.
Comrade Somnath Lahiri, one of the veteran Communist leaders, was part of the
Constitution Drafting Committee for a brief period. After that, in the independent
India, when the Parliament was set up, we had galaxy of Communist leaders — comrade
Hiren Mukherjee, comrade S.A. Dange, comrade Indrajit Gupta, comrade Bhupesh
Gupta and comrade A.K. Gopalan. Such a galaxy of leaders made a very valuable
contribution in strengthening our Parliamentary democracy. It was under the leadership
of comrade Indrajit Gupta that a Parliament Committee discussed the question of
clectoral reforms and policy of state funding of elections. I think, the time has come
when the Government will have to take note, political parties will have to take note
that India needs a comprehensive electoral reform, including the proportional
representation system and state funding of elections. Sir, comrade Indrajit Gupta was



