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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): If any clarification is needed,

we can fix a time for that.

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: I have no difficulty in fixing a time. Whatever time is
convenient to the hon. Finance Minster, may be fixed. This statement was read to
us even in the moming by the hon. Home Minister. The queries are completely
bevond the scope of the statement. Therefore, either we can make them today or
the Finance Minister can go through the proceedings of today morning and

whatever time is convenient to him, we can then put our queries.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: T will go through the proceedings of the House

and thereafter we will fix up a day mutually convenient to us.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): Now, that is over
...(Interruptions)... That is over.

DR. V. MAITREYAN: Sir, are we lixing it for 12 noon, on a day after

tomorrow?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P J. KURIEN): That has already been said. It
will be discussed with the LoP

DR. V. MAITREYAN: We want some assurance from the Chair.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P J. KURIEN): The Finance Minister has said
that it would be discussed with the LoP and then a decision would be taken.

DR. V. MAITREYAN: We are also part of it. We should also be there.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. PJ. KURIEN): That means all are included.
You are also included in that. Both the sides are included, this side and that side.
Why do you doubt it? You are very much included. Who is excluding you? Don't
think that anybody is excluding you. Now, Short Duration Discussion. Shri Shanta
Kumar.

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION
Problem of food grains storage in the country
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SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERIEE (West Bengal): Sir, actually, the main issue is
why the people, at large, in our country are not getting foodgrains at an affordable
price. Why has the country been witnessing deaths due to hunger? Why have
there been deaths due to heavy quantum of debt on their heads? Sir, when I was
a school student—I still remember that—Jawahar Lal Nehru once said,
....... blackmarketeers will find themselves hanging from the lamp post" I was very
much inspired. But, now, after 60 years, we are witnessing in States the poor
farmers hanging themselves in their homes. Sir, many say, this situation has arisen
because agriculture depends on weather conditions. Then, another argument was
placed. However, now it 1s not there in that voice that everywhere the prices are

rising—it is a world phenomenon; every country is facing this problem.

Sir, I remember, in this particular House, a data—published by an 'The
Economist’ (Magazine) was quoted giving information as to how many important
countries, particularly, the neighbouring countries, are dealing with this problem of
price rise, including the rise in diesel and petrol prices. Looking at those pictures,
we have found that our country is in a very bad situation. Now, Sir, during the
last five years, a huge quantity of foodgrain has been damaged This situation
has been there for the last few vears. Previously, we did not have this situation.
At least, it was not there so much, previously, in the agenda of the Govermnment,
and, therefore, the Supreme Court had to intervene. During the above period, we

have experienced a steep rise in the prices of essential commodities. Sir, how
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many times have we discussed this issue here in one form or the other? We have
discussed here Arjun Sengupta's report—'Rupees 20 per head per day.! If you
recall, Sir, even today, the Minister placed some figures here as to what is the
picture regarding the essential food commodities. [ also have some information
which T got from the Monthly Average Retail Price of about 42 food articles. The
Mustard Oil price which was Rs. 76.56 last year has now gone up Rs. 100. This
figure has been quoted by the Government Same is the case regarding many other
food items. They are listed here. Potato is there; tomato is there; onion is there.
So, this is the picture. Sir, how will the people survive in just twenty rupees? It is
amazing. In Delhi, how will the people afford monthly rent? Transport expenses are
there; education, medical, and clothing expenses are there. Anyone of us can
experience it. Sir, can one survive in just twenty rupees? It has been published that
60 per cent of our population have no water connection, have no access to
sanitation facility. If somebody goes to Pay and Use Toilet, how much one has to
pay for its usage, for taking bath? So, how will the people survive? If, roughly,
Rs. 2 per head is charged with a family of 5 heads Rs. 10 (Rs. 5%2) is spent there.

This 1s the actual situation there in the whole country.

Sir, we have a good monsoon. The country experienced a very good
monsoon. But the prices have not been reduced. So, all these theories are bogus
theories, that this phenomenon is there in the entire world, that it depends on the
weather conditions, etc. Even today, in reply to an Unstarred Question, it 1s said
that "We have a plenty of stock—Rs. 750 lakh tonnes as on Ist June, 2012 against
the last year's stock of Rs. 654.73 lakh tonnes.!' But still we are experiencing steep
rise in the prices of essential commodities. Why 1s it there, Sir? A huge stock 1s
there, but still the people are suffering; the poor people are suffering. Sir, we had
demanded a ban on forward trade on Essential Commodities. I remember, once the
Finance Minister had said here that they would try to do that for one or two
items. But nothing has happened. The other side has rejected our demand for
having a umiversal PDS at an affordable price. They have rejected the demand.
They were to tell us about how to tackle this problem. Now, today, in the reply
given to an unstarred question, it was said that 'foodgrain godowns in the country
are not in a poor condition. However in a portion it has been said some quantity
of foodgrains get damaged due to rains, floods and other natural calamities! This

was the reply given!
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Now, what about the irrigation system in our country? How much money has
been spent in the Budget. What is the quantum of coverage there? Even after 60
years of Independence, people depend on Allah/

Sir, unless the Government changes its mind, unless there is a shift in policy
towards the people, especially the poor people, things will not change. 1 would like
the present-day Government to ponder over these issues and consider the

demands raised by us.
Thank youw Sir.

SHRI N. K. SINGH (Bihar): Mr. Vice-Chairman, as we look at the analysis and
statistics in relation to the Public Distribution System, we are really reminded of
what the Bourbons had once said—'earning nothing and forgetting nothing'. If you
look at the history of famines in Indig, it 1s evident that the major famines in India
have not been caused by shortage of foodgrains, but they have been caused by
the distortions in the Public Distribution System. In 1943, writing about the famous
famine of Bengal, Prof. Amartya Sen said that three million people died in that
famine, not because foodgrains were in awesome short supply, but because of the
artificial distortion with which the entire Public Distribution System was confronted.
Many years down history, Government does not seem to have learnt any lesson,
and that 1s why 1 said, almost like the Bourbons—'Tforgetting nothing and leaming
nothing'.

Now, what are the facts, Sir? Broad facts remain that the total storage capacity
in the FCI godowns is 300 lakh tonnes. If you add a 154 lakh tonnes, as far as the
States are concerned, the total storage capacity 1s 454 lakh tonnes, against a figure
of 654 lakh tonnes, as was the entire stock available on the 6th of June, 2011, a
shortage, clearly, of 200 lakh tonnes, accepted by the Government itsell. For instance,
look at the implications of this. The Nandi Survey conducted in only 112 districts in
India suggests that 42 per cent children under the age of five are underweight, and
59 per cent of the children are stunted; half of them are below the age of two years.
The Supreme Court was, naturally, therefore, prompted in 2010. And, what did
they sav? What they said is rather pathetic and telling, and I quote from
the judgment of the Supreme Court. They said, "Give it to the hungry poor
instead of the grains going down the drain.” That is what Justice Bhandari and
Justice Verma had said. And the Court directed the Government to establish adequate
godowns so that the foodgrains which were rotting could be given easily to the poor.
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Very little action has taken place after the Court judgment. In fact, 26 million
tonnes are required to maintain a buffer stock. What we have stocked is more than
what is required. According to the Agriculture Minister, the FCI is losing almost
Rs. 27 crore a day. According to the admission made by the Minister himself,
Rs. 28,000 crore has been lost to Government, which is adequate to feed two crore
people in one year in the last decade on account of the distortion in the
foodgrains. The distribution loss, which is 30 per cent of the grain supplied,
plagues the entire distribution system. It doesn't reach the Government. Government
has acknowledged that Rs. 58,000 crore worth of foodgrains every year is really
destroyed due to the storage shortage. In fact, Mr. Thomas, you yoursell had
admitted it in the recent statement, and also in the written reply. I quote from your
speech in which you say, "There is a wastage of food, starting from the point of
harvest, procurement, storage, distribution, transportation and even at social
functions like marriages.” 1 think, you are very correct. But it 1s for you to come
up with a game-plan. Look at the astonishing figures. Only two per cent of the
fruits and vegetables in this country, Sir, is processed This 1s in contrast to 30 per
cent in Thailand, 70 per cent in Brazil, 78 per cent in Philippines, and 80 per cent
in Malaysia. Between 15 and 20 per cent of the cooked food on special occasions
is really wasted. And 30 per cent of the country's fruits and vegetables are
perished due to absence of adequate cold-storages. In the light of all these very
grim but very telling statistics, Mr. Minister, vou must look for out-of-the-box
solution. You must look for some innovative answers. | have for your
consideration seven suggestions today. My first suggestion is, abolish the inter-
State food sales which takes away the distortions of India as a free market We
have one large common market. But your restrictions on movement of foodgrains
from one zone to another, or, from one State to another 1s something quite mind-
boggling. When will India have one free common agriculture market to really
prevent these kinds of distortions? Think about it. It is time we should do so.
Second, do not force the FCI to buy the entire amount that the farmers sell This
is the policy which is fraught with danger. You have shortage of 200 lakh tonnes
of storage capacity. You cannot have a magic wand forcing the FCI into courses of
action, which are non-commercial and non-remunerative. It 1s something which we
should think of Third, technology permits you to be able to track down the

country's gross consumption figures and for storage what you require in that
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particular zone. Fourth, have an on-line tracking system in which you are able to
track down the rotting foodgrains and improper storage and to also know where
these areas of shortage and deficiency lie. Have a system where technology can
enable vou more expeditious and more efficacious use of the food material you
have. Fifth, Sir, right back in 1979, you had agreed as part of the 'Save Grain
Campaign' to have one good storage capacity in every sub-division and even in
large panchayats, certainly in districts. Have modern silos, have Public-Private
Partnership; and incentivize it in a manner far more than you have been able to
succeed. What you have done so far has been inadequate to get Public-Private
Partnership going, particularly at the local levels of administration. Sixth, get rid of
this peculiar distortion. Bihar, for instance, has little or no procurement of
foodgrains. Almost every district in Bihar does not have the capacity to be able to
store foodgrains. Get rid of this obvious large distortion between areas which are
endemically consumption, production and storage deficits. Finally, Sir, you are going
to have the Food Security Bill and the Food Security Act, which is on the anvil
That will, Mr. Minister, compound your problems. Sir, the Finance Minister in his
Budget speech was audacious enough to suggest that we should look to new
experiments. Look at the ability in which you can give perhaps f{ood coupons or
make direct cash transfers, make use of the kind of Unique Identification Number,
which the Nilekam Committee has given you. Look to solutions, which do not cast
a disproportionate burden on your over-fraved and over-exerted bureaucracy. lLook
to solutions which are innovative. Let not India have the disrepute of being
seventh in the global index of hunger and also a country vulnerable to famine and

endemic food shortages. Wake up, think afresh. Thank you very much, Sir

SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY (West Bengal): Sir, today, we are discussing the
great Indian paradox—'shortage in the midst of plenty’. We have plenty of
foodgrains. From 1950, we have quadrupled our food production. We have
mereased it from 50 million tonnes to 100 million tonnes; from 100 million tonnes to
150 million tonnes, and, from 150 million tonnes to 200 million tonnes, and, now
we are crossing 250 million tonnes. This 1s how we are progressing. It is true but,
as also said by hon N. K. Singh ji, we are 7th or 8th in the hunger index in the
world. Why is it so? This is the paradox we must understand, and, we must try to
solve, and, through you, Sir, I would like to request the Minister to understand it

and do something.
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Sir, the point is that we have reached, I won't say, the Chinese level of 500
million tonnes, but our production is sufficient at our own level to feed our own
people, yet we are unable to do so. The causes are very well known. It is not
shortage of food. It is the nability to access the food. We do not have the ability
to access the food because we do not have the purchasing power, because we
are poor, and, therefore many of us cannot eat that I would not like to go very
deep into this dissertation, but T would like to make two, three short and practical

points for the consideration of the hon. Minister.

First of all, we succeeded fairly well in the late seventies with the Food-for-
Work Programme. It was a very good success. It did two things. The hungry
people got food directly and the supply of food into the market was directly
through the workers, resulting in stability in prices in the food market, in the grain
market, deep in the rural areas. I would humbly suggest to the Government to
consider paying wages mn hall cash and hall food in the MGNREGA scheme where
you pay wages in cash. In this way, vou can push foodgrains directly into the
deep interiors of the country, and, thereby, stabilize the food prices which go up
and up all the time. This is my first suggestion, which I would like to make for

consideration by the hon. Minister.

Secondly, 1t 1s true that we cannot give doles directly in the way we should
do it but the point is that since the Famine Code of late nineteenth century, which
followed the Deccan riots, frequent riots caused by dreaded famine, we have a
system of free distnibution of foodgrains to the utterly poor people. We have now
the BPL list, and, we also have stratified list of people who are at the lowest rung
of the BPL. Why should we not give food directly to such targeted families
instead of paving them cash? It is a limited amount, but it goes. Two things

happen. Food goes in, where there is demand and the wealth of the nation goes

up.

Then, Sir, we have already heard that 55 per cent of our children are
malnourished or underweight. Why? Because they don't get food; their parents
don't get food. So, it is time that we pack our Mid Day Meal programme in such
a way that it becomes slightly more nutritious and a little more in quantity. Sir, in
many places, Mid Day Meal is really the only meal that is given to the children.
After that, many children don't get any other meal. So, Mid Day Meal should be

much more in quantity and much more nutritious.
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Then, Sir, we are really talking about two things. In the moming, we had a
discussion on FCI. In fact, the question on FCI was the leading question. The
answer was almost inherent in the question that it is a white elephant. FCI is one
major institution that was created by the then Government to protect India's food
sovereignty, and to protect India's food sovereignty, Sir, is to protect Indian
political sovereignty. Therefore, under no circumstances, we should do anything
which dismantles the FCI or reduces its efficiency. Yes, there is scope for
development, there is scope for improvement; there is scope to increase the
efficiency many times over. I have nothing to question about that. But, never
question the need of FCI which protects the food sovereignty and, therefore, the

political sovereignty of our country.

Lastly, Sir, make sure that all the foodgrains that are there are kept in a way
that they don't rot. I understand the problem. You have a capacity of forty-four-
and-a-half million tons. You have to keep a buffer of 6.5 million tons. Your
procurement is going up by another 7/8 million tons, and you don't have the
place to store. It 1s true. But, give it back to the farmer. In fact, it 1s your own
suggestion that give it back to the farmer Let him keep it for the time being and
withdraw it from him when you require. Therefore, the movement of foodgrains

would be lesser. With these few suggestions, Sir, I thank you
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G w for & f wEe @ gEann 2 A R oug gl 2 6 gdd @l Werl gl
R e, R weEig H e @l R gdl I S g1 g9 SR ueW W
AN & ol TR €1 SRR MU YER @A, ° B9 WEdW i AN R {ER TE]
@, A g9 qwEdl 99| dga-dgd gegag |

PROF. M. S. SWAMINATHAN (Nominated): Thank you very much, Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir. I think, starting with vou, a large number of very valuable
suggestions have been made both to handle this problem in the short-term and
also in the longer term. 1 have been here in this House for the last five years.
Almost every year, in the month of April-May, we have this discussion on
foodgrains storage, foodgrains spoilage in Punjab and so on. This is but natural

because only the magnitude of the problem is increasing year by year.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, when we became independent in 1947, the country
was producing six million tonnes of wheat. This year, Punjab alone has over 17
million tonnes and Madhyva Pradesh has 8-10 million tonnes. Procurement in Punjab
alone is about 12.5 million tonnes. I said that the whole country was producing
only six million tonnes in 1947. Now, Punjab alone provides double for the Public
Distribution System.
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Therefore, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, we need enduring solutions, not merely ad
hoc and temporary solutions. They are very important. Right now, we need many
steps as you suggested. But, 1 think, we should now find a more enduring

solution to the problem.

Sir, other countries have similar problems like Canada, Australia, etc. which are
major wheat exporters. They have the Canadian Wheat Board and the Australian
Wheat Board. They do two things. One is, there is a high degree of coordinated
action. There is also anticipatory action. There is coordination among various
Departments and anticipatory proactive action, not the post-mortem action. So, we
need a structure today if we want to see that this kind of problem is not
continuing to plague us. I would like to suggest for the consideration of the
Government and the Minister that we need a National Foodgrains Management
Board which should consist of all the players. It relates to only post-harvest
management, not production side at all. Once the grain is harvested, the processing,
storage, marketing and distribution, PDS and so on will be managed by this Board.
It includes post-harvest handling, storage, movement, marketing and distribution. I
would like to suggest that this kind of a board, namely, National Foodgrains
Management Board, may confine itself to the commodities which are included in
the National Food Security Bill, namely, nutri millets like bajra, jower, makka, ragi
and so on, and wheat and rice, the only grains which are included in the National
Food Security Bill. Tt can also be a virtual Board. Tt can be a 21st century
organisation. It is not necessary to have a huge building, a huge number of staff
and so on. But it should consist of all the major players starting with the FCI, Jute
Board, Railway Board, Surface Transport Ministry, Warehousing Corporation and
the private sector which 1s also becoming very important. 1 have seen it in Punjab
where [ am going the day after tomorrow. Every year I go there to study the
storage problem in Punjab and Haryana It is an exhilarating sight what 1 call
ecstasy and agony. 'Hestasy' in the sense what our farmers are doing, that 1s, the
grains coming like gold, and, at the same time, how we are storing them gives you
the agony. It is important that we involve the private sector, the Grain Storage
Institute and scientific institutions like the CFTRI and so on. It must be a
coordination and proactive planning and action programme. 1 think, this kind of a
coordinating body is required. Since the FCI is mentioned—I have gone through
the process—in the 1960s, I can say, there would not have been any Green

Revolution had the FCI not existed. Because for the farmer, ultimately, it 1s
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procurement at remunerative prices which 1s the greatest incentive. They are
producing more because the Government is also procuring at a fairly reasonable
price, thought not at the price recommended by the Farmers' Commission. But it is
going up to that level. Therefore, we should develop this particular Board and a
national strategy starting with what you have suggested about storage at the
farmers' level, incentives for the farm level storage, farm level silos and rural
godowns which already exist. Mr Venkaiah Naidu, when he was Minister, he took
interest in the Rural Godowns Scheme. Then a National Grid of ultra modemn grain
storage should be there in all parts of the country so that grains can be moved at

a very short notice.

Sir, I may conclude by saying that we are discussing it every year and we are
all feeling sorry that the grains are rotting. Every day I get a call from the media
requesting me to talk about the grain storage problem, the losses and so on. We
must, as a nation, find a more enduring and permanent solution. The solution is to
have a structure. You look at it in a proactive way. You look at the problem. They
wouldn't think of the gunny bags in the month of April. They think of the gunny
bags in the month of October-November when the crop is sown. Now, we need a

body which can do it. Thank you very much.

DR. K. P RAMALINGAM (Tamil Nadu): Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir. It
1s with a deep concern about the food situation of the country in the coming
years, I participate in the Short Duration Discussion on the wastage of foodgrains
in the country due to non-availability of adequate storage houses. We all know
that still our country 1is experiencing food insecurity and this is not only just
related to economic barriers to access food but also social barriers. Our country
had earlier witnessed large-scale famines which we had overcome after struggling
for several months or years. Those famines were mainly because of low level of
agricultural production that was inordinately dependent on changing monsoon and
extremely unequal distribution of land and food. With some land reforms,
implementation of Green Revolution, improved irrigation facilities which, in turn,
enhanced foodgrain production and improved distribution through the Public
Distribution System, we achieved self-sufficiency to some extent in agricultural
production and the danger of famine in the post-independent India has been
averted But still today, when we achieved substantial production in agriculture, the

number of people who go to bed hungry has not been reduced. The gloomy
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situation presently existing in the country might not be because of low agricultural
production or failure of monsoon, but because of failure of post-harvest
infrastructure, like shortage of cold storage chains, transportation and management
of stored grains, as stated by my hon. colleague, Prof. M.S. Swaminathan. It was
warned two vears back when 61,000 tonnes of foodgrain had rotted in the year
2010, and an assurance was given by the Government that the storage capacity
would be increased in the coming vears, but the story of wastage of agricultural
production continues unabatedly. The hon. Minister had also informed last year
that the storage capacity would be increased to 15 million tonnes through public-
private partnership and silos with a capacity of two million tonnes. Through the
public-private partnership, the scheme of construction of warehouses had been
implemented by the Government in 2008. Under this scheme, it was proposed to
build godowns under the Seven Year Guarantee Scheme. The FCI also sent a
proposal to the Government for fund allocation for creation of about 45 lakh metric
tonnes capacity. Therefore, 1 urge the Government to give more importance to
construction of warehouses in sufficient number, at least one in each district and
further the open storage system should be abolished. If needed, it should be only
on temporary basis covered with waterproofl tarpaulin and the time for open storage
of certain food grains like paddy and wheat should not exceed one month. The
Government should also introduce a separate budget system for agriculture and
animal husbandry on the line of the Railway Budget and the General Budget.
Nearly 70 per cent of country's population i1s engaged, directly or indirectly, in
agriculture and therefore importance should be given for enhancing post-harvest
infrastructure facilities. The absence of scientific and modern technology in storage
management in the Food Corporation of India's godowns is another major reason for
wastage of food items. Besides building additional storage capacity, steps should be
taken for upgradation of the existing State-owned warehouses. Since most of the
warehouses owned by the State agencies are over 15-20 vears old, hence they
need upgradation to contain the wastage level. Therefore, I urge upon the
Government to concentrate more on the development of storage houses in the
country. In Tamil Nadu, when our leader Kalinger was the Chiefl Mimster of Tamil
Nadu, he introduced hundreds of 'Ulavar Santhal', that 1s, farmer's santhai, where
each santhai has a cold storage to store vegetables. Such a scheme can be
introduced in the whole nation. This scheme should be introduced by the Central

Government with full funding. Thank you.
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SHRI RABINARAYAN MOHAPATRA (Odisha): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, T thank
you for giving me this opportunity to take part in the discussion on the problem
of foodgrains storage in the country. I thank my leader, Shri Mangala Kisan, for
giving me this opportunity to speak on this subject. When India is self-reliant in
foodgrains and when we are discussing the problem of food storage in the country,
the BPL families are starving. They are not getting a square meal a day. 1 really
feel sorry for them. What is the reason behind it7 We are not able to take a
correct policy on demand and supply for proper planning and for proper
distribution of foodgrains, even after 65 years of our independence. It comes to my
mind that being a welfare State, we have not provided food security to the people
of India even after 65 years of our independence. Now, where does the problem
lie? What 1s the reason that people are starving? We should find out that first.
And what are the causes for poverty in the ‘grama’, that 1s, the villages? What
are the reasons for poverty because of which terrorism, Naxalism and Maoism are
growing day by day? And this has become a stress to the nation. Sir, we should
remember the words of the Father of our Nation, late Shri Mahatma Gandhi. The
Father of the Nation told about Gram Swarajya. We observed the Sixtieth
Anniversary of this august House vesterday. I think 93 and 94 or 95 Amendments
have been made to strengthen the local self Govt. but we are not touching the
grama and find out what the root-cause of poverty in villages i1s. planming should
come out of that. Sir, T started my career from the 'Gram Panchayat level. 1 was,
first, the Sarpanch and then became the President of the Zilla Parishad. And I say,
with regret, that our planning has not touched the villages. We have to analyse
what the proper reason for poverty there is. Sir, the FCI created 69.07 lakh tonnes
storage capacity under Seven Year Guarantee Scheme in 2008. The CAG had

serious objections as some capacity in Andhra Pradesh remained unutilized.
(THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P I. KURIEN) m the Chair)

The Report of the Working Group on Foodgrains, Balancing Demand and
Supply during Twelfth Five Year Plan, has cbserved that the storage capacity being
created under the Guarantee Scheme may not be fully utilized during the entire
period. Sir, private entrepreneurs are not willing to lease out their warehouses to

the FCI because they do not vacate the same after the period of the Lease
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Agreement and various other reasons. As a result, due to lack of godowns, grains
are rotting. The rains may come in June which would destroy the stocks. Sir,
damaged paddy is selling at Rs. 620 for branded alcohol. Sir, T would say in this
context, my hon. Leader, Shri Naveen Patnaik declared that BPL families will get
rice for Rs. 2. They are getting it. And APL families in KBK districts are also
getting tice for Rs. 2. ...(Time-bell rings)... Sir, I am concluding. Sir, will the
Govermnment distribute grains among the poor before the damage of foodgrains
which are stored for more than two years? Sir, I want to know, through you, how
many types of authorities concerned are verifying FCI godowns in a year. |
propose that Government should have FCI godowns in each district of the State.

Sir, one pertinent point is there. ...(Time-bell rings)... Sir, I am going to conclude.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P J. KURIEN): All right, please sit down. You

have already taken more time.

SHRI RABINARAYAN MOHAPATRA: Sir, it is a pertinent point and I want
to know from the Minister Organisation of agricultural farmers should be organised
from Gram Sabha level to Block level, District level, State level, under the umbrella

of a Central level organisation. Thank vou.

SHRI N. BALAGANGA (Tamil Nadu): Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, for
allowing me to present my comments on the on-going discussion on the problems
of food storage system. I appreciate the hon. Members who have brought this
matter for discussion in this august House. Till recently, food storage system of
India has been under attack, not only by the political parties and social
organisations, but by the courts also, and even by the Apex Courts. The Supreme
Court of India has passed strictures against the Government policy of storage
system, and it went to the extent of saying that the wastage of grains due to
paucity of space may be distributed freely to the poor who go to sleep with
hunger. Sir, besides this,—as also in a reply to this august House, even today—
nearly 16,386 tonnes of grains and—in a written reply in the same august House,
not today—77,000 tonnes of wheat has been rendered unsuitable for human
consumption during the last three years due to pest attack, leakages in godowns,
spillage and waste during handling and exposure to rain. Sir, I would like to know
from the Ministry, what steps have been taken to contain this precarious situation.

Sir, the food stocks are expected to hit the 75 million tonnes mark. The storage
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facility of FCI is 63 million tonnes, which is 12 million tonnes less than the
expected stock. Sir, the present off-take for the PDS is about 53-55 million tonnes
and the level of distribution will not clear the stocks fast enough to accommodate
the fresh arrival or the fresh procurement. Sir, Punjab and Haryana contribute 70
per cent of the nation's foodgrain basket. There also, due to lack of proper storage
facility, there may be precious loss of foodgrains. Nearly 84 metric tonnes of
grains will be wasted or damaged. Sir, the Planning Commission has recommended
construction of silos on PPP mode. I would like the hon. Minister to enlighten us
the response of your Ministry towards this recommendation. Sir, FCI has agreed to
construct silos in 10 States. T would like to know from the hon Minister whether
the work has been started. Sir, I understand that some States are asking the
Central Government to export foodgrains. I would like to know what the

Government's stand on this. Thank vou.

SHRIMATT GUNDU SUDHARANI (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, thank you for giving

me this opportunity to speak on this very important subject.

There 18 no doubt that management of foodgrains storage by FCI 1s a big
failure in the country. Foodgrains estimated to peak at nearly 750 lakh metric
tonnes by end of this month and record production of 252 lakh tonnes of
production and nobody knows how FCI 1s going to manage this huge stock. As
per one estimate, nearly 25% of grains go waste in the absence of proper

foodgrain storage facilities.

The first point I wish to make is, the Government has initiated to build
modern storage infrastructure with the help of the private sector. One recent
project, arranged by the World Bank's International Finance Corporation, recently
added 50,000 tonnes of modern silo storage capacity in Punjab. The facility was
built and will be operated by a private company and the Government set storage
price for a decade, guaranteeing the company a return on its capital. So, why
cannot such PPP models taken up for construction of modern silos? 1 would like
to know the number of such proposals from my own State Andhra Pradesh and
the capacity addition that they are going to add. Even the experts say that the
public-private partnership model to build silos is economically viable if storage
losses exceed 2.1 per cent annually which 1s far below current loss estimates. So, it

1s better to have silos on PPP mode.
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The second point I wish to make is the problem of shortage of bags that
FCI 1s facing to keep foodgrain storage. Sir, earlier Government permitted to use
plastic bags for storage of foodgrains. This vear it banned plastic bags saying
they are not environmental-friendly. But, there is a severe shortage of jute bags.
So, I would like to know how the Ministry is planning to supply jute bags for

storing foodgrains.

Thirdly, Supreme Court had directed the Government to release about 25 lakh
tonnes of grains to feed the country's poor population. The government is citing
high transportation costs. So, | would like to know whether any consultations have
been held with State to share, at least, 50% of costs to which they readily agree
for supply of foodgrains to poor, so that twin objectives can be achieved ie.,
providing food to poor and reducing pressure on FCI with regard to storage of

foodgrains.

Fourthly, Sir, the Government had earlier sanctioned construction of a capacity
of 150 lakh tonnes storage sites, but only a meagre 0.1 per cent of the project has
come into existence. I would like to know the reasons behind this pathetic

performance.

Sir, FCI is failing very badly in coordinating with the Railways to get rakes for
transportation of foodgrains dunng the peak Khanfl procurement in March, April
and May and Rabi procurement in September and October. Bulk procurements are
coming from Andhra Pradesh, Punmjab, Haryana and Tamil Nadu. So, 1 would like to
know from the hon. Mimister how is he going to mmprove the coordmation between
FCI and Railways not only for procurement of foodgrains but also distnibution of
the same to other respective areas through PDS. And, what plans Ministry have to
develop modern facilities in FCI such as temperature control mechanism for storage
of foodgrain, tracking transport movement of foodgrains online, putting storage
areas under CCTV surveillance, etc. And, how much Budget Ministry has
earmarked for modernisation of FCI during the current year and also in the 12th
Plan.

The next point I wish to make 1s, there 1s lack of commitment in the officials
to store foodgrains. The corrupt FCI depot operators sell a portion of stored grains
in the black market and then intentionally allow a portion to tot and cover up the

illicit sale by over reporting the wastage. If there 1s lack of commitment on the part
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of officials, whatever you do, it goes into drain. So, I would like to know from the
hon. Minister how is he going to address this serious problem which is coming

from within.

Finally, T would like to know whether the Ministry has ever thought of a
decentralized model of food storage for the country to reduce the cost of
transporting foodgrains and the need for storing them for long by spreading food
cultivation uniformly all over the country. Through this, the Government will not
only save a substantial amount of money that goes into warehousing and reduce
the time required for distribution but 1t can also ensure that the grains are actually
reaching the beneficiaries. If so, the details may be given. If not, the reasons for

not giving impetus to this issue. ™
Thank you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P J. KURIEN): Yes, that is the best part of
your speech. Thank you. ...{Interruptions)... Smt. Renukaji wants to go early; she

can speak now.

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I have an
appointment and, hence, I would like to speak early. Sir, I am really grateful that [
have been given this opportunity to speak and I want to thank all my respected

colleagues here for indulging me and letting me to speak on this vital issue.

Sir, all of us have been addressing these issues repeatedly over the years. As
Mr. Swaminathan has rightly pointed out, it is time for us to look at i1ssues and
think out of the box and in the traditional ways. Firstly, the priority should be
given to crop planming. We do not do crop planning. A lot of farmers do what 1s
known as 'copy cat farming', as a result of which we have surplus grains. I do not
think we should complain about the problems of plenty, because today we can
afford to feed our nation across the board. For us, even if the hectares of land
have not increased, it is because of the availability of better quality seeds, and
because of more awareness on using technologies, that we are able to produce so

much of foodgrains.

The States like Assam, which we considered as sleeping giants, after putting
in one lakh tube wells have come in a very big way into production of rice. Yes, I

agree with Mr. N. K. Singh when he did say that inter-State barriers should be

* English translation of the orignial speech delivered in Telgu.
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lifted for the movement of foodgrains so that it facilitates each State, which will be

much more economically viable.

As for thinking as to what we can do to solve the storage problems, we
really have to invent newer ways. You have to take into confidence the Gram
Panchayats so that they can lease the land from 30 to 50 vears, or even 99 years,
and ensure that under NREGS we construct assets in the form ot storage facilities.
Agencies iike NABARD always predict in the annual reports how much storage is
required, whether cold storage or dry storage. Newer technologies, such as
irradiation, should be used. It is completely indigenous. Countries like Israel have
been using irradiation over the years, which is a value addition. This removes
micro-organisms which causes the rotting of grains. This prevents that. It does not
alter the taste and does not hamper reproduction in terms of seed value. Now, this
i1s something you can think of using. The Centre is giving huge subsidies and
direct grants. Because of lack of awareness of what irradiation is, farmers are not
using it. Fruits, meat, pouty, pisciculture, eggs and everything can be irradiated
whereby the shelf-life of the product increases. 1 think, each Member of the
Parliament should also talk to your lead banks, in your respective districts, that you
have adopted in this august House, and the lead banks must be made to come
forward to build storage in which the farmers' grains can be stored; against which,
credit can be given to the farmer to facilitate him to purchase the seeds and also
to meet with his private requirements of whether it is getting girls married or

whatever 1t is.

Sir, along with that, there should be investment in post-harvest technologies.
Every one is talking about hunger, and not understanding that lack of nutrition
and anemia starts in utero. PUINY HIE ¥ IYW =l £ AR TR awareness is not
about giving Mid-day Meals or something like that. fr W £ 39 zes 7 ReEn
Ueel w® 9 # OF A9 ¥ F ® @ fEewn, 3 g8 ooy gAarsd | ®iE o
W W @1 dTEl W1 uiE Wi @l dwdl 200 WIH 91 100 #IH Ue 2EH U dedd
wrem <21 2 | There has to be the three 'As'—availability, affordability and
accessibility of nutrition, which means, you have to fortify the five things in this
country, namely, sugar, oil, rice, wheat and salt. All these five products should be
fortified, so that what little goes in, gives them supplementary nutrition. It should
be accessible to children who want to access food several times over a period of

the day. They can't sit for one meal; sit there and eat it because they are human
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beings. Children's behaviour pattern 1s that of distraction, game and fun. They keep
eating and coming back and wanting more. So, you have to look at that

realistically.

Sir, someone was objecting to the FCI's purchasing grains. Please do not stop
that. It 1s just the hfeline that we, as farmers, depend on. When we give you a
bumper crop, bad enough, we lose everything when the rains are not there, when
there is excess rain. Bvery other factor in environment hurts us. When we produce
good grains, even then we cannot wipe out our debts because we don't get a
remunerative price. That is the market economics. Someone was asking about

o

raising the Minimum Support Price. o R TFF® ¥9© TE=l F2n SRR, o0

copycat farming 21 S| We have to now do crop planning, where vou identify
sectors which will be able to grow pulses, which will grow oilseeds, which will
grow rice and paddy, and make sure that the remuneration 1s given to those
farmers, that our storage faciliies and our export policies are able to have a swift
response system whereby we can do that. ...(Time-bell rings)... Sir, thank you so
much for indulging me and giving me this opportunity. This is merely the tip of
the iceberg. Food processing 1s an industry that has not taken off in India as it
should have. And if we encourage food processing, right from the micro-finance
women's units, at the district level, to the macro-level industry, it will help our
tarmers. Food processing is not a bad word. There should be fortification of food,
clear labelling and identification of micro-nutrients. Not just for children, India has
a huge growing population. All of us are going to be elders, and we need to have
micro-nutrient supplements, which have to be used by all of us in India. So far,
that has not been done. There 1s very little vitamin D; there 1s no clear labelling of
food, what 1s safe for children and what 1s safe for elders. There 1s a lot of
commercial exploitation that is taking place. If this 1s monitored, it will help. If the
Panchayats can give land on lease, the land asset remains with the Panchavat; if,
under the Corporate Social Responsibility, we can invoke industry to come forward,
which would get advantages of investing in backward areas, if all this, we dovetail
and use, we can find solutions. I think, it is time for this House to rise to the
occasion and come forward together, not on political lines, but as people who care

for this nation. Thank vou very much, Sir.
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DR. NAIMA A, HEPTULLA: Thank you, Sir.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU (Andhra Pradesh): Respected Vice-
Chairman, Sir, this 1s an essential discussion on storage of essential commodities,
that is, foodgrains. Prof. Swaminathan was mentioning about the customary debate

of April-May on this issue. For me, I appreciate the gesture which will be much
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MORE useful for making out a countdown for the food procurement, storage and
foodgrain movement. I come from a State which is, otherwise, well known as
Annapurna. Now, in my State, by our State Government, Rythu chaitanya
sadassuly, the farmers' promotion conventions are going on. Kharil season is going
to start. One month from now, we will be seeing long queues of farmers for seeds.
After one-and-a-half month, we will, again, be seeing long queues for fertilizers and
pesticides. By the end of August or from the beginning of September, the tensions
of procurement and selling necessities of the farmers of their vield will be coming
up. Then, by November-December, we will be hearing about and facing the suicide
by farmers. This is the calendar going on, Sir. Based on this backdrop, Sir, 1
earnestly submit a few points for the consideration of the Minister of Food
Procurement and Public Distribution. Prof. Thomasji is much famous in my State.
He has understood the exact problem for the last three years. My State
‘Annapurna’ and also several other States, including Maharashtra and Karnataka,
have been regularly facing the problem of storage of foodgrains. From the inputs
available from the concerned Ministry, there is a brief mention about the Food
Corporation of India. To rationalise, in 2010, the staff strength of the Food
Corporation of India was reduced from 55,000 to 36,000. I am told, even 1 have read
through, and 1 have seen at certain places the systematic utilisation of technolo-
gical facilities and modern computerised technology by this Ministry. The tracking
and proper storage recording is enabled. But the claim of hon Minister is that the
requirement of foodgrains to implement the National Food Security Bill is not likely
to be substantially higher than the current allocation of foodgrains, under various
welfare schemes. The scale of operation of the Food Corporation of India 1s,
therefore, not required to expand at all signficantly. I dispute with my humble
understanding, and it is also mentioned that even under the Scheme, well known
as PEG, the process is just at finalising the contracts, and for the coming season,
it will not be useful. Okay. But, with all these things, what 1s to be done? There 1s
every necessity to ensure, to work out the yield, the harvest plan. Based on the
kharif-produce plan, you have to plan for the storage capacities and arrangement of

rail wagons for the mobility and movement of foodgrains.

As a second point, there is every necessity to properly plan the warehousing
of the foodgrains, and the destinations for the foodgran movement should be very
shorter, 1.e., within 300 kilometres.

Besides that, as mentioned in PEG Scheme, as you are going to give the

entrepreneurs the assurance of 10 years' hiring, there is every necessity to
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encourage the individual farmers. Those were the days when they used to have
their own seeds, used to have their own backyard manure and used to have their

own cow dung-pasted godowns at houses.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P J. KURIEN): Please conclude.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU: Now, those were not visible and the
procurement and foodgrain storage has become a very important heart-rending
thing. For that, there is every necessity to coordinate with all the Departments,
including the NREGS, to have godowns at each and every major Gram Panchavat
and cold storage facility for, at least, 100 villages. This 1s a must to ensure proper
storage of foodgrains, to ensure proper utilization of the Food Security Act. Thank

you very much.

SHRI M. P ACHUTHAN (Kerala): Sir, we are in a very paradox situation. We
have got a record production of foodgrains on the one side, and, on the other
side, the per capita availability of foodgrains is declining. According to a reply
given in this House in December, 2011, 'the per capita availability in 2006 was

4453 grams, but, in 2010, it was reduced to 438.6 grams.'

For the last 20 years, since we embarked on the New Economic Policy, the
production 1s increasing but the per capita availability of foodgrains 1s reducing.
The Government says that 'we have got enough foodgrains in the godowns, there
is enough buffer stock, But, at the same time, they are reducing the quota of
foodgrain allotment to States like Kerala. In Kerala—the Minister knows it very
well—the APL quota was reduced by 85 per cent, and, till now, the Government is

not ready to restore it and ensure the food security in Kerala.

I think, there is a concerted effort on the part of the Government to weaken
the FCI, to weaken the Public Distribution System in tune with the Neoliberal
Economic Policy. The hon. Minister, Prof. K. V. Thomas, 1s honest enough to
concede today, as the previous speaker was mentioming, that there is no necessity
to strengthen and expand the working of FCI. 1 think, it is for the first time in this
House, in Parliament, that a Food Minister is saying that there is no necessity of
expanding the FCI. What does it show? We have to see the background of the
statement. The hon. Member, Shri Naresh Agrawal, mentioned about the Committee
constituted by the Government with industrialists like Mr. Mukesh Ambani and Mr.

Godrej to study and formulate a proposal regarding processing and procurement of
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food products. 1 feel that this Government is going in for more and more
privatization in this sector. They are going to entrust the procurement and
distribution of foodgrains to the private sector. Now, there is a proposal emanating
from many quarters that there must be direct cash transfer instead of providing
foodgrains through ration shops. What would introducing direct cash transfer
mean? It would mean that we need not have a Public Distribution System, and we
need not have ration shops; and vou just give money to the needy. Then, the
needy and the poor living Below the Poverty Line would buy foodgrains from the
open market. About ten years back, we used to read that big traders were the
hoarders, that they were hoarding the foodgrains. Now, big corporate houses are
into retail trade in India. They are procuring foodgrains directly from the mandis
and hoarding them. Not only that, this Government is contemplating bringing in

even multi-national companies to retail trade.

Therefore, il we look at the issue in hand in the background of all these
aspects, the move of the Government is not to strengthen FCI, not to procure
foodgrains directly from the farmers, but to give it to the corporates and the private
players. If that happens, that would be the most harmful thing for this Government
to do. It will endanger food security and endanger the very existence of this
country. So, we must not go in for that We must change the policy. We must go
back to the policy of strengthening the FCI and procuring foodgrains from the

farmers to help the farmers as well as the consumers.

Thank you, Sir.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P J. KURIEN): Please conclude it now.
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*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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T frll a0% ¥ 3@ o v 31 o T 2 w0 N gEmeR W wmoR) g
g wE W E TR oEAN oUW A g g § g ST ommEan g e e
S I I e I I A L A N R S e M | B B I M e S B il
AT SUAE PR3 27 WY AU GG §, G JUN GEE H UE F6% 9dy |

SuxHEEl of|, Feu faer w1 9 "gd Hewyel 49 §91s [ 38 d wifae o
ST ¥R Bl BERT S eFe We Vel B, 92 afeRIl & wemH 9 R wEwiiE @
BT 9§ HESET SN TE | W YR wmaddl E 9 g% e § Wi S
TS Bl N B, Sl BW wEd W R B W 2 o # wmee g 1% IRE
Aitraall B WES] UgHd & (Y ¥E w491 WHE H1 W R £ 4 HEl |
wmdl gmElans ok W #Re) @ 2 wW w Ff¥ee dv oo ower @ Fie e
TRy N M wdie H Ud) Us WY ddEl glieyl

s B B B = O e o A 7B s O 2 s 1 1 M T A - Al T
0 TeR W TEl £, 99wl el e 21 e Bl B % ufl S AERIcIE Eel
2, 99 F & & B, ol AMAm WE SN, § §E ¥N R oW @ gl w9
d% ofud verv ouds g g, e el qd 8 wedl g1 g9 99 g
o FrolE e g ogim #@e A ot e ok R g S oM WE vE B, 99
am TR T T %, WM g 91 T8 w9 Uyl e oY TR BRIT FHe0
SeEy| H9 SFeR] € % U U™ EWR @dRlE SUY &1 0¥ warehousing @ <4
w g o vwHlas. & iR e 99 & e Suwma @RS g, A1 H wHsE g
e Ffdga dlv oy e 39 uv ey &9, 9f @R deru @ wd) sewn g 9d
iR faE @ vrEd B wE, gegae |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. I. KURIEN): Hon. Members, I have 3-4 more
names which have been received after the discussion started. However, I am
allowing them on the condition that they will speak only for two minutes. Each will
speak for two minutes. Now, Mr. Baishya.

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA (Assam): Sir, today, we are discussing a
very important topic which is directly related to the problem faced by the poor



Short duration [14 May, 2012] discussion 453

farmers of our country. Sir, lack of storage facilities is one of the worst problems
taced by farmers in our country. In our country, storage facilities are looked after
by several Government agencies, for example, Food Corporation of India, Central
Warehousing Corporation, State Warehousing Corporations. To a certain extent,
Agricultural Marketing Board also plays a role for the storage facilities in our

country.

Sir, production of crops, marketing of crops and storage facilities of crops are
inter-related issues. Without marketing, farmers will not get a just price and without
storage, it will not be possible for the farmers to get the market. Sir, due to lack
of marketing facilities, our farmers are facing lots of problems. Farmers produces
crops and middlemen are looting the money. Secondly, Sir, they are not getting the
proper marketing facilities. Sir, what 1s the problem? What 1s the ground reality?

We have to take that into consideration.

Sir, the Food Corporation of India looks after storage facilities in our country.
But, the storage policy of the Food Corporation of India is very narrow. Sir, the
Government must have some ambitious plans. The Government should take it
seriously. Then, Sir, the State Warehousing Corporations also play an important
role in the storage facilities of our country but, due to lack of funds and lack of
budgetary provisions, the State Warehousing Corporations are facing a serious

problem.

Sir, in winter season, our farmers produce bumper production of vegetables,
for example, tomatoes, potatoes, gobhi, etc. But, farmers are not getting the market
and there are no storage facilities also. So, they have no option. Under
compulsion, they are destroying their production because they are not getting the
minimum price. They are not even getting the cost of production. So, under
compulsion, farmers destroy their produce. The destruction of foodgramns also 1s a

crime and the Central Government.*

Sir, 1t 1s the duty of the Government of India to kindly look into this problem
faced by our farmers. Otherwise, farmers will not get any benefit from our side. Sir,
first, the Government of India must have an ambitious plan. There should be
storage facilities from the Panchayat level, from the Block level, from the District

level to the State level. ...(Time-bell rings)... Sir, [ am concluding.

Sir, cold-storage facility is the call of the hour. Due to shortage of cold-

storage facility, our farmers destroy their produce, particularly potatoes, tomatoes

Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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and ghobi. Sir, the Government of India should have some ambitious plan for this.
Sir, Mr. Tarun Vijay has made an important reference to my State where due to
shortage of foodgrains, people are dying. Problems of Assam are known to
everybody. Every vyear, due to floods, hectares of cultivated land are totally
destroyed in our country and due to lack of storage facilities, lakhs of tonnes of
produce 1s lost. ..(Time-bell rings)... So, I would request the Government to kindly
look into this. Our State 1s backward. We are already facing the flood problem. Sir,
therefore, there should be sufficient storage facilities in our State also. Mr.

Minister, kindly look after this problem, otherwise, farmers will not get justice.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P I. KURIEN): All right. Shri Upendra Yadav.

Take three minutes.

SHRI BIRENDRA PASAD BAISHYA: Production of crops, marketing of the
crops and storage facilities for the crops are also equally; important. 1 think, the

hon. Minister will lay emphasis on this issue. Thank you.

ot qivs FET (IRME): AN SUNHESE HEISY, 3l b HeRU &1 gH WHY
S oHHEl g, sed A Py wu A eRE @ 9eRl 61 AR e ReEE =gl
IH HE TSN WS ®Ee I T g 2677 A@ TERIN W OFE I FH
T w1 TE eAE § RR YRR W33 @R Wiigw °F @ SWET gl T
ERF A a0 ww Hdffed @ wilgw T R, ame w owew o 70 o Hifed
o5 WRET 99 fE, A IR B %ud 20 o Hiiew  F WReAl 21 99
o 1l ewd B A1 9% %dd 59 @ Higd e weiel T gl wenE I oW
TR ¥ I MY, F 317 FAY MY, WfET I 217 WRE Fel RSl SFawe] @
fRerfy off &1 aRgM w1 AW w1, W S W AW oAl SHP DIRUI el @
IR TN U Ay BN US|l @¥ FEl AR FEIA H, W@ W U SWed BN
o], g8l S OF AW W WEl FE A wdE € % Uyl o S wRE 5w

1385 ®UY Il o, fREEl ®) Ay glew, #=ife anegd fgm w9 @l B gaeir
WRA U], 1050 BUY P Hed TN AT ISl WRR TR OFEE BT US| YeRelE H
72 W1 fefd 2 39 R & @Rv e fegm J9 499 £ @ AR o q9 U2
A 8 e fREm w YemER BN U8 dEe UE YE £ TR g @E e a el
T fgar 27 w9 AUE UEl o1 fF 3E IR S HNE 2 d9g el €, 39 aN ue
O] ] A el € S 39 N A U uRfeld @@ 9w # fF @ ag)
T W INGFI SUdE T2 #N Ul T OSE R B o dl Bl IE thad AR
W oeETa e OB, Uwe Wl A ST Wel ®, 98 B SWET EM % A 1 Wel
2| "Gy, A YW P ded S S @E w8 9 B W F We # @R ddw
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mawe el B, 9§ ¥ "ew &1 dgd 991 SRU IWE HRAT @ s A1 &1 ane

g B AE-EHEER TERT W I8l §| oW § A8 @el wRd B HeRU @1 o

fesTe wAw 8, 3He THEE 3 Wer ¢ UM 98] g wWg N w5 S 9 @
g e fed o9 9@l 4 undenE @ O gEE e TED e Rl 8 Rm ds
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frFl @ dmeN] 3w 92 e w2 81 Yy w0 A e d o@er 8 e &9
0 ET 8 H RIS wuv @ Rl @ F@ml £, 92 ordl 9% el fenm 21 3
TR EJAME, TWFIR & &3 @ S Wl #RIe $UU @ g Hl 39 99y R
B FEl e Bl THeW S WReR B UEEEAN 8 ¥ I9 B0 Y SuRl Tew Afdl
& FmR F

AFFE SUEMESS] FElRd, WERU #1 9w 4 §N § Ml w@HEReE ol @'
J & fUoe U= W 9§ AR TEl uw el g, dfed A T8 gsl = oo
TR Terl A% WReY F ®mE FEId AR FEY ol 27 W WWeN 39 UER
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): Shri Batra. He is not there. Shri
Munabbar Saleem. He is not there. Shri Anil Desai.

SHRI ANIL DESAI (Maharashtra): Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman for allowing
me to speak on grain drain. As the House knows, [ollowing the media exposure of
foodgrain rotting in openstorage, in 2010, the Supreme Court ordered the Central
Government to hand it out free to the poor than let it go waste. In spite of this
instruction, the Central Government has been unable to improve the situation,
particularly in two States, Punjab and Haryana, where most of the grain is stored
and damaged, and in other areas tco. As per the information, last year, 20-22 lakh
tonnes of wheat in Pumjab were stored unscientifically; and this year, it 1s likely to
be more than 30 lakh tonnes. It is estimated that in Haryana too 50 lakh tonnes
will be wasted and it will be going down the drain Even the storage capacity that
1s considered regular, hall of it is actually on plinths in the open. Recently, after

the media reports that the gunny bags were in acute shortage, things started to
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move in the Government. They were trying to save theirr skin. But if the things go
on like this, the situation will be very grim all over the country Hon. Member, Prof.
M. S. Swaminathan, had stated in his speech that it was just like an annual
schedule programme of the Government to discuss such kinds of things in the
months of April and May. Every hon. Member has expressed his concern in regard
to the agriculture produce and foodgrains going waste. Wherefrom would the
investment come? It has to come from the Centre which obtains most of the grain
produced in the States. [ appreciate that the Centre has taken steps such as
increasing the budget for storage and giving loans and subsidies for private
investment in this sector, but the results are not encouraging. While shortage of
space 1s one of the reasons for the crisis, another reason i1s poor management of
logistics of foodgrain movement. Rail rakes are often not available in required
numbers and accurate estimates of requirement in different parts of the country are
not made in advance. In fact, if the country could devise a way of predicting area-
wise demand, some of the grain could be stored in consumption States, rather than
in producer States. Totally covered storage for all foodgrain is likely to remain a
dream for, at least, a few more years. Food managers would have to innovate till
then. One of the deterrents for private storage mnvestment in Punjab is low rents
offered, compared to the high land cost. To overcome that, farmers could be
encouraged to hold their produce for a few months by offering increased payment
for delayed sale. The Indian Council of Agricultural Research has predicted that
demand for foodgrain could outstrip supply by around 30 per cent by 2020. Letting

our foodgrain rot is definitely not an option.

I would like to mention one more thing. The Minister of Agriculture hails
from Maharashtra. A lot of idealistic speeches have been made by the Treasury
Benches, but if you happen to see the plight of the farmers of Maharashtra, the
situation is very gloomy. The things which are being produced in Maharashtra, are
not getting markets. There are many shortcomings and these shortcomings are
there because of lack of proper approach from the Government side. If you take

the case of onion producing farmers of Maharashtra....
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P 1. KURIEN): Please conclude.

SHRI ANIL DESAI: ...no impetus or encouragement is being given for
exports. There is no formal or regular policy on exports. These are the things which
should be looked into. We should have a pro-active plan, rather than going in for
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a postmortem or holding such kinds of discussions every year. The Food Security
Bill is on the anvil. That should be looked into. Shri Naresh Agrarwal was
absolutely right in pointing out that the Committee which was being formed with
the big names of industrialists like Ambanis and Tatas, should consist of some,
agriculturists like Prof. Swaminathan and even farmers, who really toil to produce
something for the country. In this way, the produce will be in our hands and it

will be feeding India and the poor people of India. Thank you.

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K. V. THOMAS): Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, today's discussion was on the problem of foodgrains storage and management
in the country. Shri Shanta Kumar has started this discussion and 23 other hon.
Members participated in the discussion. Shri Shanta Kumar has also handled this
Department. Many of the hon. Members, including Prof M.S. Swaminathan and
Shri N. K. Singh, who have participated in the discussion, have also made their
contribution in the agricultural sector in this country. Sir, I wish to start from the
production scenario of the country. In 2009-10, our total production of rice and

wheat was to the tune of 160.89 million tonnes.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P J. KURIEN): Just a minute, please. Hon.
Members, after the Minister's reply, Special Mentions will be allowed to be read

out.

PROF. K. V. THOMAS: Sir, in 2009-10, our production of rice and wheat was
to the tune of 160.89 million tonnes, which, this year, has reached the record
production level of 193.64 million tonnes. As an Indian, I am very proud because
this nation, within a period of 65 years, could produce foodgrains not only
sufficient for the people of our country, which total up to 120 crores, but we could
also export. This year, 40-44 lakh tonnes of rice have been exported under OGL,
and about 8 lakh tonnes of wheat have been exported under OGL. We should
remember that 65 years back, when we got independence,—I am coming from a
small fisherman's village—we had to wait for rice for the ships to come from
Burma. We had to wait for the PL-480 American wheat. From those periods, we
have come to a stage where we have got plenty. | know there 1s a problem of

plenty. Sir, we have to find ways and means as to how this problem of plenty
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has to be tackled. One 1s the issue of procurement. Shri N. K. Singh and Shn
Swaminathan referred to procurement. If you look at the earlier estimates, the FCI
was procuring 20-25 per cent of what we produced. From that stage, this year, our
procurement 1s to the tune of 34-35 per cent. It i1s a huge procurement. In physical
terms, for our Public Distribution System, we need 55-60 million tonnes. And even
if the Food Security Bill, which is going to be implemented, comes into effect, it
will be around 63 million tonnes. That 1s what 1 said in the case of FCI
management. We didn't say that the FCI would not be modernised. But I said that
there need not be any special mechanism for FCIL. The FCI is getting modernized.
Sir, Mackenzie has been entrusted with the modernization process of the FCI.
About five years back, our strength of 55,000 was brought down to 30,000. And
we have been managing with this decreased strength. But the Finance Ministry
has agreed, and we have started recruitment. To this strength of 30,000, we are
adding another 10,000. Step-by-step, we are going to strengthen the FCI. It has
got modernized. Almost all our godowns are computerized. Sir, very often, we have
been criticized for the damage of foodgrains. Still, I want to stress the point that I
cannot agree with all these news reports that lakhs and lakhs of tonnes of
foodgrains are getting damaged. I have stated in the House that in 2002-03 the
quantity of damaged foodgrains was 1.35 lakh tonnes. It has come down to 0.03
lakh. T request the hon. Members to please verify your FCI godowns in your
respective States. Please verify. We have constituted a Consultative Committee with
one of the MPs as the Chairman and hon. citizens, including the media persons as
members, in every State, we are going to strengthen the FCI Consultative
Committee. Let the system be transparent. [ don't thrust upon my data, but this 1s
the data 1 have got, and [ am not blaming any media. [ don't criticize the media,
but many of the pictures which they are projecting now are taken about five years

or four years before. So,..

SHRI TARUN VIJAY: Sir, [ seek your protection because hon. Minister has
said that we have enough grains but then, the pictures published in the media are
of the latest dates. They are taken one day or two days before. So, how can he

say that no grain is being destroved and if we have enough grains, why.. .
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P I KURIEN): Are you yielding, Mr Minister?
PROF. K.V, THOMAS: No, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P J. KURIEN): Mr. Vijay, he is not yielding,
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PROF. K.¥V. THOMAS: Sir, I am giving this information from my experience
and my knowledge. If T am wrong, I am prepared to rectify that. But, with my
experience, my knowledge, my information I am giving this information. 1 told you,
I am not against the media. So, our procurement 1s to the tune of thirty-four
percentage of what we are producing. So, what 1s the reason? Sir, within the last
five years, MSP has been doubled. Many States are giving bonus and as a result,
the farmers are now coming to FCI or to the State agencies. Take for example,
Punjab and Haryana, it is State agencies which are procuring either wheat or rice.
From these agencies we have to take it. So, a large quantity of foodgrains, earlier
which have been traded by the private traders, are now coming to the State
agencies. It 1s a question which Mr. N.K. Singh has asked: what should be the

procurement policy of the Government?

# ok fe vomofn gRar @1 w9 T § L (@mEEE. AU 9ud IR
g 99U .(TFUH)...

PROF. K. V. THOMAS: I am not against that. [ am not against increasing the
MSP. I am coming back to the factual pomnt, whereby FCI has to procure more than
what it needs for the PDS system. I said for the PDS system, even if the Food
Security Bill 1s going to be implemented, it will not be more than 60-62 million
tonnes. We have already procured 75 million tonnes. 1 agree that farmers should get
a better MSP. I agree that the States should announce the bonus, but, can FCI
procure the entire foodgrains of the country? Have we got the mechanism? What 1s
the burden? My present subsidy 1s to the tune of Rs. 88,000 crores, and if the Food
Security Bill has to be implemented, apart from the investment mn agriculture, every
year, we have to invest a large amount in agriculture so that agricultural production
sustains. But apart from that, my food subsidy, Sir, will be to the tune of Rs. 1,09,000
crores to Rs. 1,20,000 crores. A few days back, the hon. Finance Minister said in the
other House that all of us should sit together and decide what should be the
mechanism of procurement. Here, it was raised that jute bags are not available. Sir, I
don't want to question the management capacity of any State. But, there are certain
facts which we have to accept. Every vear, in the month of November-December, we,
as the coordinating agency our Ministry is only the coordinating agency—sit with
the DGST of the Commerce Ministry, Jute Commission and all major procuring States.

We take a calculation from the States as to how many jute bags each State requires.
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This year also an assessment was made. The representatives of the major wheat-
procuring States—Punjab, Haryana, MP, UP—were there and the assessment was
made. What was their stand? Sir, an assessment was made on 22-11-2011. What
was the assessment? Sir, the Government of Madhya Pradesh gave an assessment
that it 1s going to procure 65 lakh tonnes of wheat These are all facts and figures.
It needed around 2.88 lakh jute bales. Each bale contains 500 bags. In that
meeting, the representative of Madhya Pradesh told us that out of 2.88 lakh bales,
it will procure 50 per cent through private sources. It was agreed. But, after a few
months, the Government of Madhya Pradesh says, ‘“We could not procure 50 per
cent i.e, 1.44 lakh bales. So, please make arrangement for the entire quantity of
2.88 lakh bales.!' There was a problem. This has to be distributed. Order has to be
placed. We agreed. But, in April, the officials from Madhya Pradesh came. Later, I
also talked to the hon. Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh. They said that from 65
lakh tonnes proposed to procure earlier, it has gone up to 80 lakh tonnes. I don't
blame them. And, they asked for another 50,000 bales. Sir, we have already made
arrangement for distribution of bales in Punjab, Haryana, UP and MP.

SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: What about Rajasthan?
PROF. K.V. THOMAS: I come to Rajasthan later.

Sir, in Rajasthan and Bihar, arrangement is made through the FCIL. We will
take care of that responsibility. T will send my officers to Rajasthan as well as Bihar
and talk to them. We are finding out a mechanism. It is our responsibility ie, FCL
We are taking care of that But the quantities from Rajasthan and Bihar are small
when compared to Punjab and Haryana. I will come back to that. We have
discussed it with the Government. Our senior officers are there. We have chalked

out a plan.

I come back to Madhya Pradesh. T met the hon. Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, Smt. Sushma Swaraj, sat with the officers and a plan has been
chalked out. Our officers are in Kolkata. The officers from the Government of
Madhya Pradesh are there. Sir, UP has a problem. All this has happened because in
November, 2011, the States could not properly target what they needed. Don't
blame us. But, still, T have instructions from the hon. Prime Minister and blame
anybody. So, we are doing our best and I am very confident that we will be able

to manage.
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Apart from jute, usually, we do not allow anything else. But, we allowed 20
per cent of the production in the country can use the high density plastic bags.
We agreed; we are supplying. We usually don't agree that the used bags of one
year or two years to be used. We also agreed to this as a special case. So, we are
trying to manage the situation. Here, there are no politics, because there is a huge

production of foodgrains.

In the last two-and-a-half-years, we have been in constant touch with every
new emerging States. [ congratulate these States—Madhva Pradesh, UP—for the
steps they have taken. Because of the 'look east' policy of the Government, a lot
of changes have taken place n agriculture. Productivity has gone up. We have

been telling all the new emerging States to start the management of procurement.

Then, T come to the question whether we have enough storage mechanism
with us. Sir, we need more. I do not say that we have got enough. Why? Sir, if it
is the usual TPDS system, what I need is around 55-60 MT capacity. I have
already got 63 MT with me, both capped and covered; and, under 151 lakh tonnes
scheme, this March, we have got another 3 MT capacity addition. Sir, we also
have had creation of smaller godowns, done by the State Governments, we
sanctioned grants to 0.7 lakh MT capacity building and, recently, they have
completed about 0.2 lakh MT.

Under the Gram Bhandar Yojana, 310 lakh tonnes capacity building has been
allocated and 96 lakh tonnes capacity has been constructed. Under RIDF Funds
through NABARD, 90 lakh tonnes capacity building has been approved. We have
been telling the State Governments, "We will make use of some financial assistance
either through NABARD or through RIDF, let there be smaller and medium-sized
godowns with the State Governments." There is one problem in Kerala. Kerala is
one of the best States in the mmplementation of PDS. Chhattisgarh 1s another State.
But, in Kerala, we do not have intermediate godowns. Sir, in Kerala, straight from
the FCI godowns, the foodgrains are taken to the PDS store. It is a major problem
we face. To every Government there, whether L.DF or UDF, we have been pointing
out, "We will give assistance, but please have medium-sized godowns." We have
been telling this fact to every State Government, "We give assistance, please

construct medium-sized godowns." This 1s the situation. We have to construct

more godowns.
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With regard to the pet scheme of creating 151 lakh tonnes capacity, it has
been planned and the construction i1s going on as per our plan. We will complete

all the constructions under this by 2013, This 1s the position.

Sir, there is another question raised about restriction in the movement of
foodgrains. Sir, there is no restriction. There had been some problem in Andhra
Pradesh. I discussed with the hon. Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh. Now, there
1s no restriction in the movement of foodgrains. Foodgrains can be moved

throughout the country.

Sir, coming to the PDS, I am not claiming that PDS is foolproof. But, as I
said in the Question Hour, have we got any other option to feed the 120 crores of
people other than strengthening the FCI and the PDS in the country? Sir, [ have
got a letter from a very emment person, Prof. Gilchrist, which has been sent to the
hon. Prime Minister. He had criticised the PDS sometime back. They had a survey.
This survey points to an impressive revival of the PDS across the country. "In all
the sample-States, with a notable exception of Bihar, there have been major
mitiatives n the recent past to improve the PDS and these efforts are showing
results. Most of the sample households were getting the bulk, if not all of their
foodgrains entitlement under the PDS, up to 35 kgs. per month at a nominal price.
The days when up to half of the PDS grain was diverted to the open market are
gone." About 35 professors had been criticising us; we accepted the criticism in a
healthy manner. They have recently written to the hon. Prime Minister. So, why? 1
give the credit to the State Governments. Sir, look at the modernisation taking place
in our States. In Chhattisgarh, the movement of foodgrains i1s monitored through
the satellites. The Aadhar system is being implemented; computerisation i1s being
implemented. Sir, we have got 20 crores ration cards in the country. Out of that,
recently, it has been found out that two crores are bogus ration cards. It has been
deleted. Still we have to do lot of things in the modemisation of the PDS.

Sir, my good friend, comrade Achuthan, said that we are for cash cards. We
are not for cash cards. Some of the States, like Bihar, have suggested that there
can be cash cards. It has to be decided by the States. Primarily, running the PDS

is the responsibility of the State Governments.

SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN (Bihar): Sir, you said that the Bihar Government
has suggested that there should be an alternative arrangement. But 1 request you

that the PDS is the best system. Don't go by the advice of the State Government.
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PROF. KV. THOMAS: Sir, what I suggest 1s, these are the issues which we
have to discuss with the State Governments. Every State has autonomy and liberty.

Sir, coming to allocations, in the case of normal PDS, the off-take is around 85
to 90 per cent. As directed by the Supreme Court, we have been asked to make
special allocations, and we are making special allocations. But on special
allocations, the off-take is very, very small The Supreme Court has directed to
allocate 50 lakh tonnes of foodgrains under the BPL rate. Sir, we accepted the
direction of the Supreme Court. But, till today, just below two lakh tonnes has
gone out. It is under complete supervision of the State Governments. Sir, some of
the State Governments have requested for additional allocations, and we are trying
to help these States. Whichever State is coming to us, we discuss with the State

Government, and we are making the additional allocations.

Sir, the last point 1s the point of nutrition. Sir, in the proposed Food Security
Bill, it becomes the right of a person. It is not what Government gives, it becomes
a right. What we have suggested for the pregnant woman is so much calories of
prepared food should be given. For children, from the age of three months till they
go to eighth standard, how much calories of prepared food has to be given; all
these things are being given in the proposed Food Securities Bill, which gives
them a right. Sir, our thrust is on the nufrition. And, more than that, the important
point is that the mother is the head of the family. This is the important change
made in this Bill So, we are trving our best to see that this is done. Sir, a record
production is taking place. I know there are problems; I don't claim that there is no
problem. But we will discuss them with the State Governments. We are in constant
touch with the State Governments. We will find out seolutions. Sir, I am thankful to
all the Members who have participated in the debate. With these words, I conclude.

Afigt Arr e 99, W1 TE @iEe AF EY £ "W S A A® wmm 2
RS S g & ofR 2A BIRm @R w2 B f Sudeel @ Swml o e |
S, Sl oW UMl B Al Td e S oFS gRER R U7 HUERT
W AR B! T, WEIE FH S ST ¥ BC WX AW B8 W Bl W UOR, W
@ WER P gF 4 B oFe @ wde wR jE §, Suel AW 9ol Rl W RE
g1 850 ol & 9E # wad & =gy, @fke 3 puftd =i F oan ¥ el
S = F IR W @E @

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P J. KURIEN): Now, Shri Shanta Kumar.
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3 TN AR SUNHAENET W89, HEl HEled W1 wde (3§, B4 SR
faeper Wge 81 £ 9B AW I8 £ [P WUERV, qUS] NS ¥ &1 dHien w
W@ @9 wUIG1 8 Y8l 2| Wale I8 g fo A uE el WW Wl &R ed @el
REN? AR Y T SRR YW, 41 Y WYl AU e AR 9YRG & TWE H 9
Tl wp W T E T URG F I W TS W WM S OB A OART b ORE
WO THm T SRS W UEEEN 2| . (@EgM).. H UE AR AT wEAl wEal E |
..(CETET)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): It cannot be another
discussion. ...(Interruptions)... You are the initiator, you can ask, others cannot.
. (Interruptions)... No, no...(Interruptions)... Those who did not speak cannot ask.
.(Interruptions)... Those who took part in the debate only can ask therr questions.
..-{Interruptions)... Let him complete. ...(Interruptions)... 1 am not allowing.

-.{Interruptions)... He 1s asking for you also. ...(Interruptions)...

o W R WY, A gER) AW wE wEal § B o fha @RE BN g
29 Ted B U B, iR B A Teg T8 8 Al Uw IR T2 giE @ 9
WS I FI Z, WER F GewN 2| I FE 2 F AN TNE B I8 § TI@
g g SRel gim @ | gEE wiel = o1 aEE wHel 7 gE PEl B S
40 URR oMl WRIE BN OB R OWWI BN 2

d us ok @ e wEa g & A e & ouws RuE & dw @) 2
°f RUE # @8l 2 [ ue IUQ B Fe BOPR oGP UgIM A I8 WHR dF T
e 0 @ @xdl 81§91 9R1 AWl @ 2 R@e] s 84 gee @w & & e
31 TOY TR ST AR 7s T =W SRS Well BRaRy, I9W Amel @ U
22 TS WS B & I9E, gl B REer ¥ oS O 9 TR ARHl &
29 T W UANS 2, 98 BN S EEd B

st I PUA FEE W, FH, UF TS| T qE Wesw 9 ARRE HE1 AT #
TR fer a1, fowe SEE FE0 o Wl WRE IS AW AR @ e 8, Su
A HH R B VT B? THE FOTEl WE AR ¥ W g Al gur en v fEw oW
e AN @1 fedie @) w2 o il 9% aum =W wEW A g wWw 9o E7 W,
N W EHE S @ e wgw ED a2

SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY: T have only a short question. The point 1s that
there is a problem of crisis of jute bags in Kolkata. The Indian Jute Mills
Association has alleged that the price of jute is not being changed. The formula is
of 2001 which is not being changed. That is causing a problem.
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DR. K. P RAMALINGAM: Sir, in our nation, till now, 33 per cent of women
are suffering from malnutrition. In this regard, what steps are being taken? This 1

want to know from the Minister.

SHRI M.P. ACHUTAN: Prof. Swaminathan has suggested an institutional

mechanism for procurement. What is the response of the hon. Minister on that?

# omew we mEet wR, H Al H@W1 SN A mE geen wEer § @ oowR
Ty ULy H WER kTR o "agd #f off dem SRET # weE o0 & gEen
frg o, SO® ¥ 9 oF fhadl <7 N 9@ we T@ o o T fufew e
o

st our foomr 39 W A gEE FIE & g0 e ¥ s A9l mEigg dEha
27 gim @ A §F 9% g8 96wl W A9 "Eled % @ 9 See g f W
TE IR T AT FEIRY, T BN

# ol s @=m o ww, § R 9 wEl @Ed g @ osod aw fevewm H
W wElgw 7 uw ¥ §9 @ w9w 9= fgw, wefE gE 599 weeE iy W E|
FOT ATT =H HeH @l N Hed b wR 3w H @A &l us W) g A
BRI

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P J. KURIEN): Whatever you can reply, you

reply, otherwise, vou can write to them. ... (Interruptions)...

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Sir, some of the points I will answer. Shri Shanta
Kumar has raised the issue of storage capacity. Sir, it is true that the covered
capacity of our State agencies 1s 455 lakh tonnes. But there 1s a CAP. CAP 1s also
a scientific coverage. All over the world, not only in India; 1 have gone to China;
there also, a large quantity of foodgrains has been stored. This is also CAP So, it
18 more covered. And CAP We have got now 62736 lakh tonnes to which we
have added another 30 lakh tonnes. That 1s what 1 said. We are going to add
more. What we have been suggesting to the States, which procure wheat specially,
is that please have scientific CAP coverage. This is the instruction we are giving
to the States. Sir, again, there was a question about the jute bags, which I have
explained. Sir, after discussing with the Leader of the Opposition, we have
formulated a programme of supply of jute bags to every State. Sir, I have got the
scheme. In Madhya Pradesh, the opening stock was 30,000; indent placed was
2,69.000; inspected — 2,48.000; backlog -21,000; dispatched till date - 2,24,000;
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[PROF. K.V. THOMAS]

inspection awaiting—another 24,000, balance quantity to be dispatched — 44,000,
and by 18th of May, our plan is that the entire quantity will be given to Madhya
Pradesh. This 1s the plan; that we have worked out. Similarly, Sir, in Haryana,
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan and Bihar, all these things are being
worked out. We have worked out a scheme. The State Governments cannot blame
us, because n November, 2011, they should have projected their demands. They
could not do it. But, still, we are trying to help them.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P J. KURIENY): Okay. ...(Interruptions)... Now,
Special Mentions admitted for today.

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E. M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN) in the Chair]

ot v AR WUP 6 HEM BT IS o UR RN USRIl 87 AUN g U
@ wa" gl GAl I8 B9 IR-9R B Y8 E, sl Sd SNl L (REUE). ¥R,

YR PR & FRE ANEONE H TE TS wONTH Am IEd g oW Snd el
TR IRT ORI TR BN

gt arr R W, T S o © T (@EEE).. I SE A, 99 oUW
¥ Sued el & O 1 ulelRim & S € emaw.. o0 S d o 9 A &
G e

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E-M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Now,
Special Mentions. ...(Interruptions)... Hon. Minister, do vou want to reply now?

... {Interruptions)...

PROF. K. V. THOMAS: Sir, I have answered almost all the questions. But
whatever other suggestions are there, I cannot give an immediate answer to them.
So, with regard to the other questions which are relevant, which can be practical, I

will look into them and answer them.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Okay.
Thank you. Now, Special Mentions.

ot aER w TEA: TR, I8 W TRI Y e % WEA WE 5 g% 9% menT
... (ST

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E. M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): It was
only with your consensus. This 1s because the individual Members like to read it

sfteorey o5 TRA: = A EI W T E R R@E 42 AR 5 ™ T
FREAET IS R &E WE 6 I W F| THRW EE @1 permission #T ST
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Whether
the House feels that we should complete the Special Mentions.

DR KP. RAMALINGAM: Yes, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Okay. Till

the last Special Mention is over, we will continue.

SPECIAL MENTIONS

Need to make strict laws to maintain permitted quantity of salts, etc in junk

food by various food companies in the country

ST I YRR ERAVM: AEGd, AN HEFERI & I SiEE 1 Wd BS Pl gAR
Sl 1 ofed BN & Ry gl B9 sEe HEEH W, AW dUel AR [REE @
FEAY T, UHl oEwl @ TR 3 72 E, S e BN Wred & Y "ee died
gl el E| T elfevE den o TR e ] Sie ge @l Blewl wWERl 4 aw-
R Te Ugw 2 £, d ¥El & s=l 4 4l Sie pe @ ded s 8 F E
AL oft THE W 9E B 39 W HE B OAT wmel B oge W OWRES A8l
WRA, TR U AR FE AP I fF R S FE @ d A0 WRER el Bl
genr 38 € A1 WY W ¥, SHY U onfs ® WE HEd & f¥w awwm 2|
mERT, S "WEn R v el SRl 2, S99 @E T SOEl S Sdes il OB
G o B A e S G - o e | o e e e s G T A s M B ST

o H TR U R wRal E TP IE WP Pe W U gv fHEl Amn @
IREE AU AT B OHE U WM R g oHiEl & Oeg Wl eNdals 8g R
FT

Need to check crimes against mentally-ill women and

take steps for their rehabilitation

SHRIMATT VASANTHI STANLEY (Tamil Nadu): Sir, my Special Mention 1s

about the crimes against mentally-challenged women.

Sir, T would like to use this opportunity to bring to the notice of this august
House the very grave matter about human rights violation. Crimes against mentally-
ill women are on the rise, not only in India but globally also. We must ensure that

those responsible for such abusive behaviour are brought to book.



