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SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY (West Bengdl): Sir, | associate mysdlf with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

Need to take steps to protect girl child in the country

SHRI ANIL DESAI (Maharashtra): Sir, dismal sex ratio is not enough proof
that daughters in son-crazed India remain unwanted; there is yet another chilling
reminder that Indian girls continue to get a raw deal. Recently, in Bangalore,
Afreen, a three month old baby girl, was alegedly beaten and bitten by her own
father. This speaks volumes about the medieval mindset that refuses to change.
The obsession for sons often acquires mentally ill dimensions. In Punjab, a father
had snuffed out the life of his four-day old daughter. Recently, the case of baby
Falak and her horrible death also proved that as a society, we have developed a
thick skin, especially with regard to child abuse. The law can only undo the
damage to a limited extent. It requires a societal movement to change the mentaly
ill mindset that continues to value sons over daughters. The recent data predicts
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turnaround in attitudes towards girls in middlie-class India. For the sake of battered
Afreen and millions of daughters who go missing in India, this change can turn
into a momentum, provided the society, NGOs, the media and the Government work
in tandem. "Cherish the girl child" should become a household slogan across the
country.

| want the Government to take the benefit of this change and protect the girl
child in an earnest manner. Thank you.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI T. K. RANGARAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | too associate mysdf with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN (West Bengal): Sir, | too associate myself with the
Specia Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. BHARATKUMAR RAUT (Maharashtra): Sir, | too associate myself with
the Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI GUNDU SUDHARANI (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | too associate
myself with the Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

Demand for initiating detailed CBI inquiry into incidents of repeated fire
accidents in the Mettur Thermal Power station in Tamil Nadu

DR. K.R RAMALINGAM (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | wish to place before the House
a very important issue to initiate a detailed CBI inquiry into the repeated fire
accidents at the Mettur Thermal Power Station in Tamil Nadu.

Sir, | rise to bring to the notice of the Government the frequent fire accidents
at the Mettur Power Station in Tamil Nadu. Even though it comes under the
administrative control of the State Government, the frequent fire accidents and the
loss of imported coal have initiated the need for intervention of the Central
Government. We should not forget the recent fire accidents also in which huge
quantities of coal have been wasted. Now, it was told by the State Government
authorities that the major fire that broke out at the Mettur Power Station had
affected the functioning of al its four generating units of 210 MW capacity. It is
also being said that the fire could have been caused either by friction in the rollers



