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Thiruthuraipoondi—Agasthyamalai is yet to be done. Tomorrow, the people of
Nagapattinam district, Thiruvarur district and adjacent districts are going to organise a
...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN : No, no; please ask your question.

SHRI D. RAJA : Sir, question is related to this. The hon. Minister should
understand the gravity of the situation. It has been pending for such a long time. They
are saying that there is a paucity of funds. Who will answer the people? People are
going to ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN : No, no; you are making a statement. Please ask your question.

SHRI D. RAJA: It is not a statement, Sir. It is bringing the issue to the notice of
the concerned Minister. | want the hon. Minister to assure that Thiruvarur—Karaikudi—
Thiruthuraipoondi—Agasthyamalai gauge conversion will be undertaken forthwith,
as the people are demanding this. What is the reply of the Minister? It is a serious
issue.

SHRI MUKUL ROQOY : Sir, again, it is a specific question for a particular line. |
will request the hon. Member to come to my chamber during lunch hour. We will
discuss and sort out the issue.

it WIfR 3relt : IR, B AN IR-IR B WS X T © 1 ...(AIEH)....

MR. CHAIRMAN : Are we having a discussion on Railway Budget?
...(Interruptions)...

it Afax 3relt : WX, & AN B Wit Feer ARyl L (S@aE)...
it FuTafey : AR ol ATRY, 3N 98 S8 ... (AGEM)... 3T 95 W8T ... (TFE). .
it AR ofett : ¥R, IR-IR T ANT A ST & | ... (TFeF)....

St Ul : 3T 98 WIRY, @I | ... (GEF)... ©I9 96 S8 .. (TFEH)... 9 98
LY .. (). ..

it W7 3l : B FT W 9o # 99 E| ...(FaE™)... 8 N HAier e Ry
...(TFEIF)... B IR-IR BRI IO & | ...(FIEM).... BH Y IR WY Hier &1 fyerar 2

MR. CHAIRMAN : Questions have to be rotated in this House.
Plan to achieve higher growth

*403. SHRI VIJAY JAWAHARLAL DARDA : Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@)  whether a Government-appointed Committee on Agriculture, having
renowned industrialists like Mukesh Ambani and Jamshed Godrej as members is
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preparing an operational plan to achieve higher growth in the farm sector to ensure
annual 4 per cent growth;

(b) if so, whether involvement of private sector could give positive fillip,
keeping in view the constraints like monsoon vagaries, chronic shortage of power for
running water-pumps and conventional cultivation techniques, etc.; and

(c)  whether it will be ensured that poor and marginal farmers are not affected
adversely by such constraints?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
HARISH RAWAT) : (a) to (c) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(@)  ASub-committee on ‘improving Agriculture Production and Food Security’
comprising of Dr. Ashok Ganguly, Shri Mukesh Ambani, Shri Jamshyd N. Godrej,
Shri M.S. Banga (Members) and Secretary, Department of Agriculture & Cooperation
(Convener) was constituted to seek recommendation on improving agriculture
production. The Committee’s recommendations, inter-alia, include liberalizing agri-
procurement, streamline norms for private investment in agricultural supply chain,
revisiting Minimum Support Price (MSP) norms, linking agri-credit with crop insurance,
increasing competition in rural banking, promoting R&D investments in high-yielding
hybrids, promoting sustainable agricultural practices, leveraging and promoting
technical innovations, conducting land reforms in phased manner, setting up agricultural
parks, etc.

(b) and (c) The involvement of private sector is expected to give positive fillip
to the development of agri-sector in the country benefiting the farming community,
including the poor and marginal farmers.

it faorT SrareRene gt : W), § Mud AT § AR 7 St I 98 wEr aredr g 5
YT ST 7EH U © | TART < P T < © AR PHIY TETT <M 8 P qra9@ AT FF 37T
foramT @t BTeld & TRad €1 377 Ay #F snceTecny &1 T8l 8, STy USeT H STHEY 8T W&
g1 3R 3T GDP 4 per cent WX ST A8 &, S Bl Ao &1 A6 & ol Sid qe 37T
fPATT PT Agforad el <3, 99 d& I8 possible Tl T 1 ST HY IUTET g7 HH 8l 8T ©
3R fPamT &1 JATHT W I8 HH 81 I8T 2| SHD! goig A 31T fBaH &l 8Tl dgd @R 8
& T1 3t 0 land holding & 1SS &9 € | S99 9aald 89T AT T8l 8T ¥, I8 ard ot g
[T 7 el o W& T swferg F oy & 98 ST =g & Sir Minimum Support Price ®,
TE B IS TR JMIRT BRM? $H0d ART B ST economy ¥, SHHT e UHR A &1 G172

MR. CHAIRMAN : Thank you.
£t fsrr STareRene TSt : W), onfl FRT IR R el gl 2 ... (@Em)....
ff TRy : a7 introduction T ST, T FaTer Yoy |
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it faoT SareRare &St : ¥ 31 U2 W €1 31T XeT § | TR, #_T U I & b TRBR 1 Fory
PBUCT BT TS [T AT, SHH el ATEd U MR BN SFFT &, AT H g ST A8l § b am
9 UHIPHeaR BT PRURCIZORM BT dlef 87 TR ¢, ¥R AT ...(FGEM)...

MR. CHAIRMAN : One question, please. Let it be answered.

it Ao Starevde gt : W), 98 RUE &g d% o drell 87 e ... (haerm)...
£ UL : MU AT ge forr B

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR : No corporatisation is going to take place, Sir.

it fITr STareverer gst : ATl S, Starg &l QIR ¥ ...(WaEH).... JHTafT S, d8a)
IUST & g 7,340 ST dISHT BT AR 25 1G0T AHAT & IeUTET BT [JaRUT HRART Py SR
Ry 7 T o, A1fes [P J8aR SUST BT o FoT Aeb, H A8 ST A1 b T 59wy
AT T T T T Pl AT 3 @M 57 I STHHRT & AR 2,300 Thi1d 7 hael
RAT BT SFHTT URYS §RT [AHRIT &1 T 8, Sfced ST GURT WY 717 & I8 fRIY w0 4
VG BT B T H, SHifcs IR BEAT b WY F SN Sl & 3R [ & O 85, Sl i)
FARI QX1 PfY SR P U W AERT 8, § I8 =1 a1 6 39P IR R fHbar <1 &7
7 ¥ A € |y A8 W AT Ared § fF aex daet $F 81T S ]8T 7, Rt aete I fhamt
BT AT U ST, I8 U= U1 ST T81 et 8T & | I8l uR faRIve a8 A <=e 7 o7 & &
S R 9gI B gfte S T {6y S R €, &1 S UguYT BT Al &1 I@T TRT 87

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR : Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Government appointed a
Committee on Agriculture. The Terms of Reference of that Committee were enhancing
agricultural production and food security. A group of eminent industrialists was also
set up. They have submitted the report within five months and they have given fifteen
recommendations. | can put these recommendations either on the Table of the House
or | can give that even now also. These are matters of details. These recommendations
are : liberalize agri-procurement; streamline norms for private investment in agricultural
supply chain; revisit the Minimum Support Price norms; raise the level of rural banking
services; link agricultural-credit with crop insurance; promote Research and
Development investment in high-yielding hybrids; promote scientific practices for
yield enhancement; promote development and usage of highly-effective very-low doses
of non-persistent and safe pesticides; launch of focused education drive; provide
incentives for the adoption of sustainable agricultural practices; leverage and promote
technical innovation; promote land aggregation and contract farming through long-
term land leases; promote agricultural service companies; promote edible oil production;
and set up agricultural parks to accelerate the implementation of recommendation. So,
these 15 recommendations have been given by this Committee. As Government has
examined all these recommendations, some recommendations pertain to the Ministry
of Finance, some recommendations pertain to some other Departments, and there are
certain recommendations which pertain to the Ministry of Agriculture on which certain
decisions have been taken.
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SHRI VIUAY JAWAHARLAL DARDA : Sir, ....
it AUTafeY ; STUP T AT BT T T ...(AALF)... ST SN, P ATl & 7T 2

SHRI VIJAY JAWAHARLAL DARDA : Sir, have they accepted the
recommendations ?

it Ol : ITE ST SIaT9 AT 8, ST IHRT U oY .. (STFEH). ..

it Ty STaTeelTe gt : Fwrufr Sft, F I8t ST =medr § 6 w7 S8 97 Raveer
BT TRIE fhar 87

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR : Sir, there are some which have already been accepted,
for instance, recommendation regarding liberalizing agri-procurement. Their
recommendation was that the person or the Company who would like to buy agriculture
products in market, he should be allowed to do it with one licence throughout India.
But that is not possible because in every State, there is APMC Act, and, under the
APMC Act, the fellow has to check the licence from the person. We have requested all
the Cooperation Ministers in the States to make amendment in the APMC Act. So, this
suggestion can be implemented through amendment in the APMC Act.

There are certain States like Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Goa,
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Odisha, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Uttarakhand and Tripura, which have amended their APMC
Acts. There are some States like Delhi, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, which
have partially amended the law, and there are some States where there was no APMC
Act at all and, therefore, they did not require any reform. These States are Bihar,
Kerala, Manipur, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu
and Lakshadweep. There are some States which have already made this kind of a
provision, such as Tamil Nadu.

i TUERTST UIfed @ AR GHIORT ST, § 310 gRT AT HY H4T ST A HET arsdm
g {5 war ugell 19 77 ¥ % oo & ugel fharr ot et @t did g SareT Bt off fs
ITRER A SR TS TR S0 BH X H oidl & 1 I Wi off | gAR 397 & fhar 01 arfiv

i Tl : 31T U waTel YOI | SU WaTe U8 for, 31d Stard g g |

St SUEARTST Ui : S & AT ST g3 UT F gw Ve g1 GERI, AT private
participation 81 I&T | el ®ulicd § Udh Ufar ¥ aifdseT & & f o= drer 5 ATl 7 40
HRre fHarT Tal I wERT B IR S drel €1 R I private participation wr gRemT &
HobaT &7 I8 Hifele Uo7 &1 U8l d 3R &, 59 fAwiq 819 7ifq & fpar g a7 v &1
3T Qe HETT P F3T &, FIT AT 9 (32 § PIS S HaH IoT A &7

it At : T waTe iy |
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#f SUEARTS Uifed @ WX, i a1 go form|
it JTafer : @ oY 93 SIsy |

1t TRE WaR : I8 919 99 ¥ & 9 <2 # fragmentation 3 T4 WX 8187 21 82 TRV
farmers & U 2 AR F AT SH T TTH I 60 W fHAM W 8, e Sy @r
assured T TET €| I HavT P HUR WRIAT G Tl & | Wl Reafey 81 & arase 9Ra
TRER AR AT 5T TRBRT 7T TSN SHR B8 HaH SOV | ST & <27 H 3HHT impact g
T | fiwe 60 ATl # P ST ST IUTe el gall AT, $H ATl SaT 3T 39 o H
foamr 7 Sanfaa fwarl The production has been, approximately, 253 million tonnes,
which is the highest in the last 60 years. S 3Ter wheat, rice, cotton T fUser 60 ATl &7
production record ¥ | 3 < & & ¥ ST SaTET production T €1 g |9 ST gaerg
T T2 TR 7' 99 99 ¢ fF S 8Ie feam g, et holding &+ 7, 9% aRar #
SaTeT AT €, 981 uRaR & ArT % Wt ) iR I8, O ag Tl Sa 9T g R 8
fog @t ERft ar 72, U e S9% 79 W § | |forg 9% 99 W |9 € % urbanization w
shifting &< &T Ta trend 2|

DR. YOGENDRA P. TRIVEDI : Sir, the cooperatives in Maharashtra, Gujarat
and some other places have done wonderfully well in increasing the productivity of
their farms, but in the rest of the country, we find that because of fragmentation the
agricultural productivity has been very low. Is the Government considering allowing
private corporations to take up small pieces of land on lease—only on lease, and not to
own them—and then cultivate, at least, cash crops for the purpose of improving their
productivity so that they can be at parity with some of the advanced countries in terms
of per hectare production?

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR : It is the endeavour of the Government to protect the
ownership rights of the farmers, and Government will not support the suggestion made
by the hon. Member.

it FIReT 3RETeT : S, T Tk A BT HAY St Sl b o & AR ¥ U fhw T gr

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please ask your Question.

S} AT AT : AR P A S, F S < BT R B b g A 3fR S at
qrelt 7 fax it 21 A, T fHEEl B FERT BT T B DI BT H ©

ST, AR A S ST @medr g {6 S SR e s R &1 7, S I H
A ISl QT TedT g, S fhl @t e SRl I Wi §1 U o USRI @t
MR IR RIT IWT 27 ORI UL, <2 H BT Bl S Ay g1 A1 & o ITh! IuST Bl W'l
3R ATHIST & FaRIT AXBR N, $HD AT 3 JT ATedT § R AT YT NS & TR
 qoT aredr g1 S A9 dISil & a1 § I8 off U fER Ay, I9d aR # A HA
ST PUAT AT H FAT BT B DY |
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2l TRE AR : 9 B! T UISH & IR H PV Ge9 12T &, AT I GeIa WPR PRl
B T P el o | ITHT GIT IE T [P I Arche H ST ST AT, SHH S8l Ib Th
B RERRAT 8, 981 96 YR IRGR DI WRIST Iy 3R 16! 37 Nl & U 98 Arhe
g1 BIS faar S1g | &9 fohdt ot I & SN &, 9181 WRA SReR T FAfwe |uic w97 far
T, AThT § IO HH HIFd TEdl § | S fHamT @t /it a7 ot ¥ f urgs #eT v & forg
JAMIRT WG YRe HRAT DB | AT UoTg H VAT 81 8T I8T & [ Sil SIee Arbe WIsdd ©, 9
A 96% TRIgaet Food Corporation of India @it &1 gRamom 7 +ft 78t Reifr 7, amr uaer
A1 78 Reafr 2, I gul # sat a1 781, ¥R 341 & 3-URy &l Refy 81 «ifdpT a7 a8
JT AT fh qER i & oy NI SRe”d 8, ST 81 JAMUDT IRaT AT anfey | f6amr &
IR SHBT R AW BN, Rifdh T d 3949 fAfcs WA 81 SGN, AT, fhADT AT
RIS T fhadr 81 WRiedr, 89 W W Ueh a)E T 9oy & yRRRfY der 81 Sieelt | sty
TR T I8 & T S BT 7 81 718 8, 3R STdh! SUST &F BIAT S W1 I =1 S o,
AT AR ARBR BT T8 TRIGTT 81 TSI AR I WG B8R I TIRT 270 |

Access to modern technology for farmers

*404. SHRIMATI T. RATNA BAI : Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@)  whetheritis a fact that farmers in remote areas are denied access to modern
agricultural know-how and technology as well as yield-enhancing inputs, such as good
seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, improved tools and the like;

(b)  if so, the details thereof; and
(c) the steps being taken by Government to avoid such a situation in future?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
HARISH RAWAT) : (a) to (c) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement
(@) No, Sir.
(b)  Inview of reply to part (a) above, question does not arise.

(¢)  Inorder to ensure farmers’ access to yield enhancing inputs like quality
seeds, fertilizers, pesticides and improved machinery & tools, various schemes including
Development & Strengthening of Infrastructure Facilities for Production and
Distribution of Quality Seed; Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY); Integrated
Scheme on QOilseeds, Pulses, Oilpalm and Maize (ISOPOM); Macro Management of
Agriculture (MMA); National Food Security Mission (NFSM); Accelerated Pulse
Production Programme (APPP); National Horticulture Mission (NHM); Horticulture
Mission for North Eastern and Hill States (HMNEH); Initiative for Nutritional Security
through Intensive Millets Promotion (INSIMP) and Technology Missions on Cotton,
Jute & Mesta are being implemented.



