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(d) if so, whether the Ministry had conducted the test with any new test

papers; and

(e) if not, how the Ministry will justify its stand to conduct the entrance

test with the leaked question papers?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI KAPIL
SIBAL): (a) to (e) The first phase of selection test for admission of students to
Class VI in Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas all over the country was conducted on
12th February, 2012. In their issue dated 13th February, 2012, 'Dainik Jagran' and
'Hindustan' reported that the question paper for this exam was leaked in some
centres in the State of Bihar. There were no reports of any leakage of question
paper on 11th February, 2012 ie the day prior to the exam. Detailed investigations
made by Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) and Navodaya Vidyalaya
Samiti (NVS) in this regard have indicated that one set of question paper was
known on 12th February, 2012 only after examination was started which had no

noticeable impact on the conduct of examination or the performance of candidates.
Development of Food Processing Industry

*508. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: Will the Minister of FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) the percentage of fruits and vegetables being processed in the country,

State/Union Territory-wise;

(b) the details of schemes being implemented by Government for processing

of fruits and vegetables in the country, particularly in Rajasthan;

(¢c) the steps/initiatives taken for setting up and modernisation of fruit and
vegetable processing and storage units to reduce wastage in the country, during

the last two years;

(d) whether Government has entered into any technical agreement or signed
Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs) with other leading fruit and vegetable

processing industrial countries to develop the said industry; and
(e) 1if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES (SHRI SHARAD
PAWAR): (a) Presently Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MFPI) does not
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have data regarding the percentage of fruits and vegetables processed in the
country. However, the Institute of Economic Growth (IEG), New Delhi and Agro
Economic Research Centre (AERC), Ludhiana have been entrusted to conduct a
study titled "an assessment of the extent of food processing in various food sub-
sectors” by GOIL

(b) In order to assist entrepreneurs and domestic agro-processing industries,
the Scheme for Technology Upgradation/Establishment/Modernisation of Food
Processing Industries specifically aims at creation of new processing capacity and
up-gradation of existing processing capabilities in sectors like Milk, Fruit and
Vegetables, Meat, Poultry, fishery, wine, consumer items, oil seeds, rice milling, flour
milling, pulse. Under the scheme, the Ministry extends financial assistance in the
form of grant-in-aid to entrepreneurs @ 25% of the cost of Plant & machinery and
Technical Civil Works subject to a maximum of Rs. 50 lakhs in general areas & @
33.33% subject to a maximum of Rs. 75 lakhs in North Fastern and difficult areas.

(¢) To encourage setting up of cold chain facilities in the country, Ministry
of Food Processing Industries (MFPI) has a Plan Scheme for Cold Chain, Value
Addition and Preservation Infrastructure during the Eleventh Plan to provide
financial assistance to project proposals received from public/private organizations
for cold chain infrastructure development. The scheme envisages financial
assistance in the form of grant-in-aid @ 50% of the total cost of plant and
machinery and technical civil works in general areas and 75% for North Eastern
Region and difficult areas subject to a maximum of Rs. 10.00 crore. The initiatives
are aimed at filling the gaps in the supply chain, strengthening of cold chain
infrastructure, encouraging value addition with infrastructural facilities like sorting,
grading, packaging and processing of horticulture produce including organic
produce, marine, dairy, poultry, etc. Other agencies of the Government like National
Horticulture Board (NHB), Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority (APEDA), National Cooperative Development Corporation
(NCDC) and State Government also provide financial assistance for cold storages

under their respective schemes.

Similarly, the Scheme for Quality Assurance, Codex Standards, R&D and
Promotional Activities, is aimed at motivating the food processing industries for
adopting food safety and quality assurance mechanisms such as TQM including
ISO 14000, ISO 22000, HACCP, GMP, GHP, and preparing them to face global
competition in post WTO Regime. The scheme is also aimed at ensuring that end

product/outcome/findings of R&D work should benefit Food Processing Industries
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in terms of product and process development, improved packaging, value addition
and leading to innovative products and processes, with commercial value. Another
scheme is for setting up/up-gradation of food testing laboratories which would

benefit all stakeholders.
(d) Yes, Sir.

() Ministry of Food Processing Industries has entered into agreements with
some developed countries viz Germany and France for bilateral co-operation in the
field of food processing which generally include processed food segments including
fruits and vegetables. Besides, the Department of Agriculture and Cooperation has
entered into number of umbrella agreements with some developed countries like
USA, France, Canada, Netherlands, Argentina, Austria, Brazil for bilateral co-
operation in the arcas of agriculture and allied sectors which generally include agro
and food processing. Apart from this, MoUs have been entered into by two
institutions under the Ministry, namely National Institute of Food Technology
Entrepreneurship & Management (NIFTEM) and Indian Institute of Crop Processing
Technology (IICPT) with universities in such industrialised countries. These MoUs

relate to collaboration in teaching and research in the food processing sector.

Sustainable rural livelihood security

*509.SHRI VIJAY JAWAHARLAL DARDA: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether ICAR had introduced 36 models of technological innovation-
based sustainable rural livelihood security in more than 100 most disadvantaged

districts in the country, thereby benefiting 50,000 farm families;

(b) if so, how many districts of Maharashtra were covered and the names

thereof;

(¢) whether tribal-predominant districts were also covered; and

(d) if not, by when such districts in tribal belt and economically backward

Vidarbha region would be covered?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) In the
component "Research on Sustainable Rural Livelihood Security” of the National

Agricultural Innovation Project, ICAR had approved 36 sub projects in 97 backward



