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law. All such matters which are brought to the notice of this Ministry are also duly
forwarded to the concerned agencies for further necessary action.

(d) No such information has been received by this Ministry.

Cancellation of flights in the Gulf Sector

325. DR. TN. SEEMA: Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to
state:-

(a) whether the Air India Express has made large scale cancellations of flights
in the Gulf sector in the recent weeks;

(b) if so, the details and reasons therefor;

(c) whether Government is aware of the hardships faced by the Kerala bound
travellers due to the cancellations; and

(d) whether Government would ensure operation of adequate flights by Air
India Express in the Gulf sector?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI AJIT SINGH): (a) to (d) Air India
Express has been forced to curtail/combine some Kerala-Gulf flights we.f 15th
February, 2012, due to the severe shortage of cockpit crew as well as the new Civil
Aviation Requirement issued by Directorate General of Civil Aviation. However,
effective Summer 2012 schedule the Thiruvananthapuram - Salalah flight has been
reinstated and also a connection provided from Thiruvananthapuram to Doha and,
Bahrain over Kozhtkode. Air India Express is also in the process of recruiting more
pilots and will reinstate flights depending upon availability of resources and the
commercial viability of its flights.

Import of ATF
+ 326. SHRI SHIVANAND TIWARI:
SHRI RAMCHANDRA PRASAD SINGH:
Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the civil aviation industry has been given assent
by Government for direct import of Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF);

(b) if so, the facts in this regard;

(c) whether it is also a fact that the industry is estimated to get 20 to 25 per

cent financial relief from this decision of Government; and

(d) if not, the facts thercof and the estimate of the amount of actual financial
relief?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI AJIT SINGH): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir.
Directorate General of Foreign Trade has allowed import of ATF by or on behalf of
airlines as actual users and on actual use basis.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



