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Government is aware of such a survey conducted by the School Development
Foundation of ASSOCHAM, which shows that heavy school bags result in back
and spinal stress among eclementary school children.

(¢) Weight of school bags prescribed by Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan
(KVS) vide circular dated 29.12.2009 is as under:

@ Inclass I & II the weight of books and notebooks will not be more than
2kg. including the school bag.

@) In class III & IV the admissible weight will be upto 3 kg.
@) In class V-VII the weight will not exceed 4 kgs.
@iv) From class VIII to XII the weight will not exceed 6 kg.

(d) No such study has been conducted by the Government in respect of
schools in Delhi.

(¢) National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has not
recommended any textbook for early childhood education, only two books
(Language and Mathematics) for Class I & II, and three books for Class III to V
(Language, EVS and Mathematics) are prescribed by it. The Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) has issued circulars dated 04.05.2006 and 17.04.2007 on
"Reducing the Bag Load on Children" to all the CBSE affiliated schools that inter-
alia asks CBSE affiliated schools to:

@i use the textbooks prescribed by NCERT;

@) in case the schools use books other than NCERT books (for elementary
classes), the number of these books should not exceed the numbers
prescribed by NCERT; and

(@ii)) restrict the number of textbooks prescribed for students especially at primary
level

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
Changes in RKVY

+4651. SHRI SHIVANAND TIWARI:
SHRI RAMCHANDRA PRASAD SINGH:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(a) whether it is a fact that a decision has been taken to implement the
restructured Rashtriva Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) one year later;

(b) if so, the facts in this regard,;

(¢) whether final decision has been taken regarding the outlines of above
said Yojana;

(d) if so, what are its outlines; and
(¢) the reasons for effecting changes in the Rashtriva Krishi Vikas Yojana?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
HARISH RAWAT): (a) No, Sir

(b) to (¢) Does not arise.
Per capita availability of cereals and pulses
4652. SHRI PALVAI GOVARDHAN REDDY:
SHRIMATI GUNDU SUDHARANI:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@) whether before 20 years of reform period, i.e., between 1972-76 to
1987-91, per-capita availability of cereals and pulses was consistently on the rise;

(b) whether there is drastic reduction in per-capita net availability of
foodgrains, i.e., cercals and pulses, consistently during reform years, i.e., from 1992
to 2011,

(¢) the recasons behind the sharp fall in the availability of cercals and
pulses if one takes five year average for the years from 1992 to 2010;

(d) if so, the reasons therefor; and
(¢) how the Ministry is planning to address this issue?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
HARISH RAWAT): (a) to (¢) The per capital availability of cereals and pulses
since 1972 is given below:

(Grams per day)

Year Per capital net Per capital net Per capital net
availability of cereals availability of pulses availability of foodgrains

1 2 3 4

1972 4191 470 466.1

1976 3738 50.5 4243




