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otherwise occupied; I said that due to various extrancous reasons the GoM could
not meet earlier than September. The nodal Ministry, which is the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry, gave a full Power Point presentation on the impact of paid
news, on the freedom of the press, and the freedom of expression. The suggestions
which were given by the Press Council of India were there. (Interruption)

MR. CHAIRMAN: There is a second supplementary, please. (Interruption)
Hon. Member, please ask your second supplementary.

SHRI P. RAJEEVE: Sir, this is a very serious issue. On February 3, 2011, the
Election Commission has proposed an amendment to the law with regard to the paid
news. What is the response of the Government on this recommendation of the
Election Commission?

SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: The Election Commission has taken several
steps.. (Interruption)

MR. CHAIRMAN: We are already running out of time, please.

SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: Sir, the GoM has not yet taken piecemeal action
on the recommendations received from different quarters including the Press Council
of India, the Election Commission and the private individuals. But the Election
Commission has taken several steps to look into the problem of paid news. We have
taken... (Interruptions)

SHRI P. RAJEEVE: I am asking about the action taken by the Government...

(Interruptions)
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MR. CHAIRMAN: If you wish to have a discussion, please give notice.
SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: Yes, Sir. (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is well. (Inferruptions) Give notice, if you wish to
have a discussion. Question Hour is over.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO STARRED QUESTIONS
Agreement with power generating units for supply of coal
1*68. SHRI SHIVANAND TIWARI: Will the Minister of COAL be pleased to
state:

(@ whether it is a fact that the Prime Minister has directed the coal India
Limited (CIL) to enter into fuel supply agreement with power generating units of the
country for supply of coal,;

(b)  if so, the estimated quantum of coal required for implementing the said
agreement in the country; and

+Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(¢)  the average annual production of coal by CIL and the proposed
arrangements for supply of the remaining quantity of coal under the said agreement?

THE MINISTER OF COAL (SHRI SHRIPRAKASH JAISWAL): (a) The
Government has decided after consultation with the concerned Ministries that Coal
India Limited (CIL) will sign Fuel Supply Agreements (FSAs) with power plants that
have entered into long term Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) with Distribution
Companies (DISCOMS) and have been commissioned/would get commissioned on or
before 31st March, 2015.

(b) It has been estimated that about 477 million tonnes of coal with be required
in the terminal year of the 12th Plan (2016-17) for meeting the requirement of linkages
to power sector by CIL, if 100% Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) are in place. The
actual coal commitment would depend upon the percentage of PPAs signed.

(c) The estimated coal production by Coal India Limited during the 12th Plan
period is as under:

Year Estimated coal production from CIL
if clearances relating to environment
and land acquisition issues are fast

tracked (in Million Tonnes)

2012-13 464.10
2013-14 487.65
2014-15 530.75
2015-16 574.50
2016-17 615.00

The estimated coal production as mentioned above will be adequate to meet the
demand of the said FSA holders.

River Interlinking Project

*#69. SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: Will the Minister of WATER
RESOURCES be pleased to state:

(@  the details of the judgment of the Supreme Court pronounced recently
with reference to the River Interlinking Project;

(b)  whether Government has examined the judgment;

(¢©) if so, whether Government is considering to implement the River
Interlinking Project;

(d)  if so, the details thereof, and
(¢)  the steps taken by Government in this regard?

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



