Written Answers to [20 MAR., 2012] Unstarred Questions 211

Payment of imported oil in rupees
+735. SHRI RAMCHANDRA PRASAD SINGH:
SHRI SHIVANAND TIWARI:
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that mutual agreement has been reached with Iran to
pay the 45 per cent of the total value of crude oil imported from there in rupees;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) whether India has offered to have commercial agreement on this line
with other crude exporting countries; and

(d) if so, the names of the countries to which this offer has been made?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GAS (SHRI R.P.N. SINGH): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. India has reached an
agreement with Iran to pay 45% of the total value of crude oil imported from that
country in Indian Rupee.

(©) No, Sir.

(d) Does not arise.

Expansion of PNG and LPG supply networks

$736. SHRI RAGHUNANDAN SHARMA: Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state :

(a) the number of districts in the country where supply of gas cylinders has
not been started;

(b) the number of districts in the country where supply of both Piped
Natural Gas (PNG) and gas cylinders have been started; and

(¢) by when the supply of PNG and gas cylinders throughout the country
has been planned ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GAS (SHRI R.P.N. SINGH): (a) and (b) Public Sector Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs) are supplying LPG through their LPG distributors in all the 628
districts of the country. City Gas Distribution (CGD) companies are supplying Piped
Natural Gas (PNG) in 51 Geographical arecas of the country covering the States of
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Delhi, Haryana, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Tripura.

(c) Vision 2015 adopted by this Ministry envisages raising the country’s LPG
population coverage from 50% to 75%, by releasing 5.5 crore new LPG connections
between 2009 and 2015 especially in rural areas and under-covered areas.

As far as extension of PNG facilitics to different towns and cities in the
country is concerned, the implementation time-frame is subject to inter-alia,

+Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



