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Grant of Approval to FDC Drugs
2121. SHRIM.P. ACHUTHAN:

SHRI D. RAJA: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that as much as 55 per cent of the new drugs approved by the
Central drug regulator over the last two years are Fixed Dose Combinations (FDCs) which
are of doubtful rationality and might not be of any use to patients;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) whether the National Drug Advisory Committee (NDAC) formed by Government
in March 2011 has cleared these medicines; and.

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI GHULM NABI
AZAD) : (a) and (b) No. Fixed Dose Combinations (FDCs) are approved as new drugs
after evaluating their rationality of use as per the provisions of Drugs and Cosmetics
Rules, 1945.

(c) and (d) FDCs approved over the last two years, applications for which were
received before constitution of New Drug Advisory Committee (NDAC) in March 2011,
were not referred to and examined by NDAC. However, new FDCs approved during the
said period, applications for which were received after constitution of NDAC, were cleared
by the NDAC.

Infant Deaths

+2122. SHRI SHIVANAND TIWART:
SHRI RAM JETHMALANTI :

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that 70 per cent of newly born babies born in the country die
in the very first month of their birth;

(b) if so, what is Government’s reaction in this regard;
(c) whether Government has tried to find out the reasons behind it; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILLY WELFARE (SHRI GHULAM NABI
AZAD): (a) and (b) No. Neo-natal Mortality Rate (NMR) as per SRS 2010 report of

+ Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



166 Written Answers [RAJYA SABHA] to Unstarred Questions

Registration General of India is 33 per 1000 live births which means 3.3% of newly born
babies die in the first month of their birth. However, 70% of all infant deaths occur within
first month of their birth. Keeping this in view, the strengthening of neonatal services has
been kept as one of the key priority area under Reproductive and Child Health programme
of National Rural Health Mission.

(c) and (d) The major causes of neonatal deaths are infections (29%) such as
Pneumonia, Septicemia and Umbilical Cord infection; Prematurity (24%i e. birth of newbom
before 37 weeks of gestation and asphyxia (19%) i.¢. inability to breathe immediately after
birth and leads to lack of oxygen. Factors contributing to above causes are as under:

. Home delivery by unskilled persons

. Lack of essential new born care for asphyxia and hypothermia
. Poor child care practices

. Lack of ecarly detection of sick newborn

. Inadequate/delayed referral mechanisms

. Inadequate infrastructure at health care facilities for specialised care of sick

newbormn.
Introduction of Short Term Medical Course

2123. SHRI TARINI KANTA ROY : Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is considering to introduce a short term modern medicine
course called BRMS/BRHC/BRM; and

(b) if so the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI GHULAM NABI
AZAD): (a)and (b) The Government is considering the introduction of a 3 % year rural
health care course, -tentatively called Bachelor of Rural Health Care (BRHC). The course
is proposed to be taught in the District Hospitals and is especially designed for those who
have completed their schooling and passed their qualifying examination, i.e. 10+2
examination, from notified rural arcas of the district. The purpose of the proposed course
is to generate a cadre of health care providers who, by the virtue of the way they are
chosen, trained, deployed and supported would be motivated to live in and provide
comprehensive primary health care in the rural arcas at the Sub-Centre level.

Re-Development of DR. RML Hospital New Delhi

2124. SHRI NAND KUMAR SAI : Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:



